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PROCEEDINGS 


IjranH | edge |nriarf Jjiw mil J[aM, 


OF MINNESOTA, 


AT ITS EIGHTEENTH GRAND ANNUAL COMMUNICATION,' HELD IN 
MASONIC HALL, IN THE CITY OE ST. PAUL, COMMENCING JANUARY 
10, A. D. 1871, A.’. L.\ 5871. 


FIRST DAY. 


At 12 o’clock M., Most Worshipful C. W. Nash, Grand Master, 
opened a Master’s IZH in due form. 


M.\ W,\ C. W. Nash, Grand Master. 

R. - . W.\ S. Y. Hyde, Grand Senior Warden. 
R.\ W.\ F. Joss, Grand Junior Warden. 

R.'. W.'. Geo. L. Otis, Grand Treasurer. 

R.‘. W.\ W. S. Combs, Grand Secretary. 

H.\ W.\ J. L. Powers, as Senior Deacon. 
W.\ B. F. Wright, Junior Deacon. 

W.\ A. Richardson, Tiler. 


Prayer by Rev. Bro. 0. Griswold, Grand Chaplain. 

The Grand Secretary was directed to call the roll, when 62 sub- 
ordinate pEEEp were found duly represented. 

The representatives from a constitutional number of |-F=p being 
present, the M.\ W.l G. - . L.-. of Ancient, Free and Accepted 
Masons of Minnesota, was opened in ample form. 


Present — Grand Officers : 


M.\ W.\ C. W. Nash, Grand Master. 

R.‘. W.\ G. B. Cooley, Deputy Grand Master. 
R.‘. W.'. S. Y. Hyde, Senior Grand Warden. 
R. - . W.\ Fred. Joss, Jimior Grand Warden. 
R.'. W.'. G. L. Otis, Grand Treasurer. 

| R.‘. W.'. W. S. Combs, Grand Secretary. 

W.\ Chas. Griswold, Grand Chaplain. 

W.\ A. C. Dunn, Grand Marshal. 

W.'. E. W. Durant, Grand Sword Bearer. 

W.\ M. Donohue, as Grand Standard Bearer. 
W,\ B. F, Wright, Grand Senior Deacon. 
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W.\ J. L. Powers, as Grand Junior Deacon. 

W.\ G. K . Gilbert, Grand Pursuivant. 

W.\ .T. E. Chatman, Senior Grand Steward. 

W. - . W. M. Wykoff, J unior Grand Steward. 

W.\ A. Richardson, Grand Tiler. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

M.\ W.\ A. E. Ames, P.'ist Grand Master. 

M.\ W.'. A. T. C. Pierson, Past Grand Master. 

M.\ W.\ Geo. W. Prescott, Past Grand Master. 

R.\ W.\ A. Goodrich, Past Deputy Grand Master. 

It.'. W.'. L. E. Thompson, Past Deputy Grand Master. 

R.'. W.'. R. Stewart, Past Grand Senior Warden. 

R.'. W.'. S. R. Merrell, Past Grand Senior Warden. 

It.'. W.'. William Lee, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.'. W.'. A. C. Smith, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.'. W.'. 8. E. Adams, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

R.\ W.\ A. B. Curry, Tast Grand Junior Warden. 

R.\ W.'. A. J. Phelps, Past Grand Junior Warden. 

On motion of Bro. A. C. Smith, all Master Masons in good and 
regular standing were invited to seats in the Grand CD, during the 
session. 

On motion of Bro. A. 0. Smith, when this Grand Cd call off, it 
shall be until 7 o’clock this evening. 

On motion of Bro. W. S. Combs, the M.\ "W".'. Grand Master 
appointed the following as a committee on credentials : 

Bros. R. J. Marvin, H. D. Brown, and L. Z. Rogers. 

On motion of Bro. L. E. Thompson, it was resolved, that as 
printed proceedings of the last Annual Communication of the 
M.'. W.'. the G.'. CD, were in the hands of the brethren, the 
reading thereof be dispensed with. 

Adopted. 

On motion of Bro. L. E. Thompson, the M. - . W. - . the G. - . i — i , 
was called from labor to refreshment. 

Evening - Session. 

The M.'. W.'. the G.'. Cd, was called from refreshment to 
labor. 

M,'. W.\ B. F. Smith, P. - . G.\ M.'. of Ohio, appeared, and 
was invited to the Grand East. 

M.'. "W. 1 . C. W. Nash, G.'. M.'., delivered the following ad- 
dress : 

ADDRESS. 

Brethren of the Grand Cd of Minnesota: 

This is the Eighteenth annual Communication of the Grand Cd of Minne- 
sota, and the fourth year of my service as the executive head of that body. In 
welcoming you again to the presence of this Altar, and in calling your atten- 
tion to the condition of the Brotherhood in tho State, and to the duties before 
us, it is appropriate that we should express our thankfulness to the Great Mas- 
ter, and Father of us all, for the countless blessings he has bestowed upon us 
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and for His smiles that have lightened our pathway throughout the year. 
In His providences He has mingled that which caused us to grieve with that 
which caused us to rejoice ; yet we know that lie chastens us not in wrath hut, 
in love, and that His love is never wearied by our neglect, or our ingratitude, 
or thoughtlessness, or wanderings, or unbelief; When we return to Him, we 
find forever that Ilia gracionsneaa is unfaltering, U 8 it is boundless and divine, 
llie harvest has rewarded the labor of the husbandman with uncommon 
abundance. Industry and trade have been crowned with success. The wealth 
of distant climes lias been safely wafted on the white wings of commerce, and 
enterprise lias invaded new borders of the wilderness, bringing back the fruit of 
toil and adventure. While war has devastated other lands, our own has re- 
mained at peace, and no hostile flag has been raised in defiance of the power 
of the republic. A few victims have fallen in death, but the pestilence has 
not visited 11s, and, in almost all of our homes, the domestic circle Temains un- 
broken, and the light- has not faded out from the eyes of loved ones. Wo have 
these and manifold other causes for thankfulness, which it is decent and grace- 
ful in us to recite, as our hearts go out in worship to the Almighty Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, 

There never has been a period in history when Masonry was in a condition 
as flourishing as it is at the present time, it is now supported bv a greater 
number of friends, and maligned by a smaller number of enemies, 'than it lias 
ever before known. The time when it was denounced by pious sectaries and 
jealous patriots seems to have forever passed away. The principle appears to 
lie everywhere acknowledged, that it is not only innocent, hut laudable, for 
men to enter into secret associations and brotherhoods for innocent and lauda- 
ble purposes ; for objects of benevolence and mutual improvement ; to estab- 
lish stronger mid purer social tics ; to create new agencies in the cause of virtue 
and ercot new bulwarks against the progress of vice; to promote social, indi- 
vidual, and general reform. These brotherhoods have become almost as nu- 
merous as the sects in religion, or the parties in politics. Masons can forbear to 
criticise the gloss of novelty which they wear, the temporary and lucal objects 
which they adopt, the restricted spheres of usefulness within which they are 
confined, the ambitious and sometimes tawdry forms and rhetoric of their (•ore- 
monies, for their existence is a constant prop and homage to Masonry. Imita- 
ting, in a remote degree, and at a respectful distance, its organizations, mid its 
simple yet sublime rites, they vindicate the wisdom of the system, and they in- 
spire a popular reverence for that great and cosmopolitan Brotherhood, which 
extends to every civilized clime mid race, which has come down from the earli- 
est liistorieal period, which has survived calumny, proscription, corruption 
treason and exposure, and which, covered with the mantle of antiquity, isfresh 
with the vigor of youth, and seems destined to outlive all institutions 0/ human 
origin. 

The popular favor into which Masonry has grown, is attended by some ad- 
vantages, which are also, to a certain extent, offset by apparent dangers mid 
disadvantages. We are no longer, as we were forty years ago, compelled by 
fears of riotous violence, or in consideration for publlc'prejudices, to solemnize 
our secret rites surreptitiously, mid in remote and obscure retreats; but we 
hold our [Hp in the most accessible and populous quarters of cities, and with 
every ostentation that does not jeopard the traditional mysteries with which 
we have been charged and intrusted, to lie transmitted inviolate to the remotest 
posterity. Our power and means of usefulness have increased with our growth 
of numbers. M e are able to greatly extend our charities, and to render them 
more efficient. Our principles, and the radiant morality which Masonry in- 
stils, are brought, more generally into the innumerable communities where rEp 
are established, and they ore commended to far more greatly diversified HaSSes 
of the people. A vastly increased multitude of people are associated by the 
tender ties that bind our Brotherhood together, and live in the fellowship and 
charity that it establishes, us the relations upon which its members' exist with 
each other. 

The dangers and disadvantages whieh arise from the great popularity of our 
Brotherhood, are easily enumerated. Unworthy men are attracted to the 
Order, because membership is, in many ways, a passport and title to the re- 
spect and confidence of the community. ‘Men of immoral character and of 
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illicit pursuits, designing men, dishonest men, petty swindlers, calumniators, 
barrators, and malignant'liuters, are not closely scanned when they press for- 
ward to the throng, seeking admission ; and too many escape the scrutiny 
which they ought to receive, obtain membership, and form a corruption and a. 
shame among us. The great body of Masons have lost, or they never had, 
that zeal, devotion and consecration which nerved the members of the Bro- 
therhood when they were proscribed, persecuted and outlawed by all the 
churches, and by one of the most powerful political parties that ever sprang 
into existence in the nation. Masonry now requires no sacrifices; it is not un- 
popular either in religion or politics; it entails no disadvantages; it is re- 
garded as hi the highest degree respectable and proper. It costs bo little that 
it. is not highly valued, for that is not regarded as the choicest possession which 
(tomes easily, and is easily maintained, and in which also nearly everybody has 
a share and ownership. Its symbols are ton commonly used. Its technical and 
mystic language is made common and a by-word, and is readily mistaken tor 
slang borrowed from vile resorts or the curb-Btone, Its sanctities are idly in- 
voked in common business intercourse, in the tattle of leisure hours, to veil 
scandal or to elude responsibility for its propagation, for the most useless, and 
even for doubtful and unlawful objects. Hypocrisy wears it as a mask ; dema- 
gogues iihuso it, and make it the minister of intrigue ; imposture steals its sig- 
nals, and vain men and bad men bring reproach upon it. 

For these evils there may he no complete and radical cure. Religion itself 
suffers from these identical evils and reproaches. Nothing less than another 
general persecution, like those which Nero inflicted, would restore the purity of 
the church. Disaster, the loss of popularity, the enactment of penal laws for 
its suppression, might alone be sufficient to restore Mnsoury to the purity in 
which it existed a generation ago. But it is our highest and appointed duty 
to roform the evils that we daily witness, by the means within our power. The 
unworthy should be cast out. The common and vulgar uses to winch our mys- 
teries have been prostituted, should be rebuked, aud those guilty of the offense 
should be made accountable to discipline. The zeal ana love for Masonry, 
or its principles, and for its rites and ceremonies, should be revived. We 
should drink again together at the ancient springs. We should establish 
higher standards of Masonic excellence. Above all, no considerations of friend- 
ship, or delicacy, or pity, nor the crime of carelessness, should prevent us from 
rejecting applicants for membership, if they arc in any sense unfit for useful- 
ness in the l — i . and to adorn the institution for which we have met to legislate, 
and around whoso altar we are here gathered. 

It is with feelings of pleasure, my brethren, that I am able to congratulate 
you upon the happy and prosperous condition of the Craft in this jurisdiction. 

Our Order still maintains its vantage ground in the great cause of humanity. 
Tried as no human institution over has been, it still stands unharmed by the 
whirlwind of men’s passions, that have swept around it. 

The reports from the subordinate [§), of this, and other grand jurisdictions, 
exhibit a great Brotherhood, firmly united for purposes of human benefaction, 
and carrying out, with a zeal and activity never surpassed, the noble and 
humanizing objects of our Fraternity, 

The lessons that you have learned at your widely separated and distant al- 
tars, you have brought with you to this common altar in the Grand East, aud in 
a moment, at the first Hash of recognition, the teachings of our Order have 
banished the feelings of Btrangeuess, mid you meet as friends and brothers, in- 
fluenced and animated by the same hopes and fears — having a common object 
in view, the spread and triumph of Truth, Charity and Brotherly Love — and I 
sincerely trust the present Annual Communication will have the effeetto 
strengtlieu our Fraternal bonds ; to arouse and increase the sympathetic ties 
by which the brethren are held in unity of design and purpose. 

Duty requires of me the submission to you of a review of my official acts 
during the past year, giving the condition of the Order in this jurisdiction, and 
making such recommendations us I may deem necessary and expedient. 

Their nature and rarity indicate, with an unmistakable dearness, not only 
the absence of serious difficulties, but the existence of peace and harmony in 
the Order, so far as my information can lead to a determinate qondusion. 
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. DISPENSATIONS. 

Dispensations for three new EP, Were granted by me during the past year. 
No dispensation has been granted without a strict compliance with the condi- 
tions required by the Grand I I . Dispensations as follows : 

High Forest l l . at High Forest, January 14, 1870. 

Tyrian r I . at Mazeppa, January 15, 1870. 

Doric I l ; at Wells, May 16, 1870. 

Dispensation to Orient l~l . at Money Creek, continued without fee. 

I am informed, that all these [pi are in a healthy and prosperous condition 
and will apply for Charters at tills session. 

APPOINTMENT OP G.\ L.\ REPRESENTATIVES. 

Since the last annual communication of this grand body, I have appointed 
and commissioned as representatives of this Grand I I . the following brethren, 
near oilier Grand [Ep, which appointment has been duly accepted, and placed 
on tile, in the office of the Grand Secretary. 

I have also requested of the M.\ AV.'. Grand Master of sister and foreign 
Grand [El to appoint a representative near this Grand I — i . for their respect- 
ive jurisdictions, and I am informed that many appointments have been made, 
and without doubt will present their credentials at this session. 

NAMES OP REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED NEAR OTHER GRAND rt=P . 

M.\ W.\ A. A. Stephenson — Canada. 

M.\ AV.'. Henry M. Teller — Colorado. 

R.'. W.\ Nathan Dikeinan — Connecticut. 

M.\ W.\ Thomas W. Chandler — Georgia. 

M.\ W.'. George II. Coe — Idaho. 

M.\ AW. Elisha S. Fitcli — Kentucky. 

M.\ AV.'. George AV. Hopkins — Nevada. 

M.\ AW. B. Lester Peters — New Brunswick. 

M.'. AW. G. II. Hubbard — New Hampshire. 

M.\ AV.'. Robert V. Vance — North Carolina. 

M.'. AV.'. Alex. Keith — Nova Scotia, 

M.'. AV.\ O. S. Savage — Oregon. 

M.\ AV.'. Richard Vaux — Pennsylvania. 

M.'. W.'. J onathan S. DawBon — Tennessee. 

M.'. W.'. AVilliam Terry — Virginia. 

M.\ AV.'. Benjamin E. Lombard — Washington Territory. 

M.'. W.'. AVilliam J. Bates — AVest Virginia. 

[Ep CHARTERED AT LAST SESSION, DULY CONSTITUTED, AND OFFICERS 
INSTALLED. 

The [Ep to whom charters were granted at the last session of this Grand 
Body, have been properly constituted and the officers for the same installed. 

DEDICATION OF HALLS AT IIOKAH AND ST, PETER. 

Being unable to be present, I gave dispensation to AV.'. Bro. C. N. Daniels, 
Grand Lecturer and Visitor, to dedicate the Masonic Hall of Hokah, No. 17, 
which duty he performed December 20th, 1870, assisted by P.\ G.\ M.\ Geo. 
W. Prescott and W.'. Bro. E. I). B. Porter, and other competent brethren. I 
also gave dispensation to AV.'. Bro. E. D. B. Porter, to dedicate the Masonic 
Hall of Nicollet CB, No. 54, at St. Peter, which duty he discharged December 
27th, 1870. 

At the dedication of each of Baid [Ep, Bro. Porter delivered an able address. 
From the well known character ana acknowledged ability of IV. G.'. M.'. 
Prescott, AW. Bro. C. N. Daniels, and W.'. Bro. E. D. B. Porter, 1 feel satisfied 
that the duty imposed upon them was properly discharged. 

1 am informed that these halls are a credit to their respective [Ep, well adapted 
to the purpose for which they are intended, and speak well for the zeal and en- 
ergy of the Craft in the towns where said [Ep are situated. 
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REMOVAL OP EVERGREEN □ NO. 46, PROM TROY TO SARATOGA. 

• 

The brethren of Evergreen CD No. 40, located at Troy, made application to 
me, to remove its place of meeting from Troy to Saratoga, in accordance with 
the provision of Section 20, Title 4, of the Grand CD Constitution. 

The brethren having complied with the requirements of the Grand Cl] Con- 
stitution, and having satisfied me that there was good reason for the change, I 
approved of the same. 

PUBLIC INSTALLATION OP OPPCERS AT NORTHPIELD. 

On the 27th day of December last, by special invitation, and in company 
with P.\ G.'. M.\ A. T. C. Pierson and W.\ Bro. C. N. Daniels, Grand Lec- 
turer and Visitor, I visited Social CD No. 48, at Northfield, Rice county, in- 
stalled the officers elect with the assistance of the brethren above named, and 
delivered an address. The ceremonies were conducted in the CD hall, and 
were witnessed by an assemblage comprising the friends and families of the CD 
and visiting brethren. 

This CD is presided over by able, zealous and good Masons, and true men. 
The kind and fraternal courtesies extended to me and my associates, by the 
brethren of this CD, will not soon be forgotten. 

DESTRUCTION OP THE HALL OP STAR IN THE WEST CD, NO. 60, 
SAUK CENTRE. 

On the 7th day of March last, the Masonic Hall of Star in the West CD, 
No. GO, situated at Sauk Centre, was destroyed by fire, and a portion of the 
furniture, the loss to the CD amounting to $150. Since that time the CD has 
been unable to obtain a suitable place for meeting. I directed Brother George 
M. Bennett, Master of the CD, to procure some place for the transaction of busi- 
ness at the regular meetings, which was done. I am informed that the CD has 
recently secured a hall in a brick block, which will give them a secure and com- 
fortable room, and in a very short time will be ready to Masonically accommo- 
date their own members and visiting brethren. 

GRAND LECTURER AND VISITOR. 

In compliance with a resolution adopted at the last session^ on the 2Glh day 
of January last, 1 appointed W.\ Bro. C. N. Daniels, of Faribault, Grand Lec- 
turer and Visitor, and issued to him the required certificate, and what I re- 
garded to he proper instructions to govern him in his visitation of rEj l, fixing 
his compensation at $3 per day and his actual expenses. 

Bro. Daniels entered immediately upon the discharge of his duties, and has 
evinced an efficiency, acctiracy, fidelity and zeal in the faithful performance of 
his duties. 

It was my desire to render every CD proficient in the work and lectures of 
this Grand Body, and I directed the Grand Lecturer and Visitor to visit all 
the [§I in this jurisdiction, and give the necessary instruction, and make such 
corrections as he deemed advisable. All the [§3 have received instructions. 
It is attended with considerable expense, but in my opinion there is no expen- 
diture of money from our general fund that is productive of so many benefits 
to the Order, as that which may he required to establish uniformity hi the work, 
lectures, and in our “ usages and customs.” 

The report of the Grand Lecturer and Visitor, of the condition of the [Q, is 
of the most favorable character. He uniformly found the officers and mem- 
bers desirous and willing to receive instruction, and manifested a laudable de- 
sire to aid in promoting uniformity of work, and also to elevate the standard 
of Masonry. 

In order to make the present system of instruction effective, the compensa- 
tion paid the Grand Lecturer and Visitor should be wholly adequate for his 
services and expenses, and I am of the opinion that the compensation per day 
paid during the past year is not sufficient, and I recommend that this subject be 
referred to a special committee. 

For further details respecting the conditions of the [Ep, ami the work per- 
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formed by the Grand Lecturer and Visitor, I respectfully refer you to his 
Annual Report. 


MASONIC HISTORIAN. 

In obedience to ft resolution passed by this Grand Body, I have appointed 
P.\ G.\ M. - . A. T. C. Pierson, the Masonic historiographer of this Grand 
□. Bro. Pierson has entered upon the performance of the trust, and will 
present a report at this session. 


DECISIONS. 

I have been called on to make many decisions, on points of Masonic law 
and usage. 

Many of the points passed upon have been repeatedly settled, and it is un- 
necessary to embrace them in this report. 

The more important ones disposed of, I present for the consideration of this 
Grand Body, to be affirmed or overruled. The following I report for review : 

FIRST. 

No one is eligible to the office of Master but actual Past Masters, Past War- 
dens, or Present Wardens, who have been regularly elected and lawfully in- 
stalled. 


SECOND. 

A Master or Warden cannot resign or dimit, during., his term of office ; but 
every other member has a right to dimit, if there are no charges preferred 
against him, and he is clear on the books of all dues. 

THIRD. 

Every member of a subordinate Id, in good standing, whose dues are paidj^ 
as prescribed by the By-Laws of bis [d, is eligible to any office in his l i . ex- 
cept that of Master. 

FOURTH. 

In case an election is not held at the time prescribed in the By-Laws, the 
old officers hold their respective places until an election is held and their suc- 
cessors are installed. It is improper to pass an election by the time named in 
the By-Laws. In the event of a neglect to elect, an election can only be held 
by dispensation from the Grand Master. 

FIFTH. 

If a brother is suspended for the non-payment of dues, he can only be re- 
stored to membership by proper petition for membership and regular ballot. 

SIXTH. i 

The spirit of the rule, that one ballot upon an applicant for the degrees, 
elects for the three, may be changed thus tar — if in the Master’s judgment the 
good of Masonry will be subserved by so doing, he may order the ballot 
spread, on each degree. An objection made by a member of the Cl, is equiva- 
lent to a rejection by ballot. 

SEVENTH. 

A subordinate CD has the right to remit the dues of any of its members for 
satisfactory reasons, and the Master should entertain a proper motion for this 
purpose. 

EIGHTH. 

A member residing within the jurisdiction of his r I. must be charged in, 
and tried by, his own Id- A lion-affiliated Mason can be charged in and 
tried by any Id under whose jurisdiction lie may reside ; and a [d can try a 
brother for unmasonic conduct, being a resident in their jurisdiction, although 
liis membership may be with a CD of a sister grand jurisdiction. 

2 
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NINTH. 

The following questions wore submitted to me for my opinion: 

“ 1st — Does a Master Mason in good standing in his I I . possess the inherent 
right of visiting any Masonic CD wherever ho may go?" _ 

" 2d — It has been claimed that a Master Mason may object to a visiting bro- 
ther — the reasons to be determined solely in his own conscience. Does a Master 
Mason possess the unqualified right of objecting to the presence of a visiting 
brother in his CD ?” 

“3d — If a Master Mason objects to a visiting brother sitting in the CD, 13 ho 
accountable to the CD. and is it his duty to give reasons for such objection _ 

4th — If a Master Mason has sufficient reason for objecting to a brother visit- 
ing liifl CD> is it not his duty to prefer charges, so ns to bring the objectionable 
brother under discipline, and give him an opportunity to vindicate his char- 
acter?” 

By the provision of the 8th subdivision of section 8, Title Second, of our 
Grand CD Constitution, under the head of Masonic Laws, it is declared, 

" That the right to visit Masonicallv is an absolute right and duty of Masons." 
And on page- 29 of Mackey’s Masonic Jurisprudence, this eminent writer on 
Masonic law slntes the following: 

“ The right of every Mason to visit and sit in every regular CD, 18 an unques- 
tionable Landmark of the Order. This is called the ‘ right pf visitation.’ 
This right of visitation lias always been recognized as an inherent right which 
inures to every Mason as he travels through the world,” &o. 

But, after a careful examination of the subject, my opinion is, that a Mason 
has not an inherent “right of visitation." He has the right to apply to a CD 
to visit, and the CD has the right to refuse to admit him. The matter of vis- 
itation is a courtesy extended to the visiting brother by the Master and the 
CD, and may be refused by the Master or the members, if they see proper to 
do so. It is the imperative duty of the Worshipful Master to preserve peace 
and harmony hi his CD, and ho’ clearly has the right to prevent any brother 
from entering the CD, whose presence would cause trouble and dissensions in 
the same, or in any way interfere with the peace and harmony of the CD, and 
more especially should any member of the CD make his objections to the ad- 
mission of such visitor. I think there can be little if any doubt, that a mem- 
ber who objects to ait in a CD with the Brother proposing to visit, need not 
prefer charges against him, unless 1m sees proper to ao so, the reasons for his 
objections to be determined solely ill his own conscience. 

This right of objecting to the admission of u visiting brother should not be 
used without good and sufficient cause, but of the sufficiency of the reason the 
Brother objecting is the proper judge, and is alone responsible. 

TENTH. 

In case a member ojijeots to the advancement of a candidate, the Worshipful 
Master has not the right to demand of the objecting Brother the reasons or 
grounds on which he bases his objection. I am of the opinion that, the rule 
which ought to govern cases like this, is this: After the candidate is elected, 
any member has the right to object to his receiving the degree, nndhe cannot 
receive it until the objection is removed by tho Brother objecting, said Brother 
not being required to give any reasons unless he sees proper to do so. 

Should the brother objecting, give his reasons voluntarily to the CD, for its 
consideration, 1m must then submit to its determination, by the vote of the 
members present. Further, any member of a CD may at anv time inform the 
Master of his CD that he objects to a candidate’s receiving the degree, and the 
Master is bound to consider and respect his objection. 

ELEVENTH. 

The provision of our Grand CD Constitution absolutely forbids any degree 
being conferred on credit. The fee must be paid to the Secretary before a bill- 
lot can be taken. There are no exceptions to this rule. In some [Ejl, I am ill- 
formed, it has been tho custom to confer degrees without charge, on certain 
professional gentlemen, clergymen for instance, or the CD would do what 
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amounts to the same thing, remit or give back the fee to the applicant. This 
mode of procedure is not in accordance with our Constitution and the ancient 
regulations, nor is there any sound reason for the modern innovation. 

All partiality or favoritism is entirely unmasonic, for the first lesson the can- 
didate is taught is perfect equality. 

TWELFTH. 

In case a CD requests another CD to confer the degrees upon a candidate, 
the candidate becomes a member of the CD which made the request, (on sign- 
ing the By-Laws.) 

THIRTEENTH . 

If an entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft, made in a regular I I . he cannot 
receive the remaining degrees in any other CD, without the consent in writing 
of the CD which had original jurisdiction of the candidate. 

FOURTEENTH. 

The provisions, regulations and edicts of this Grand I I . provides that “ any 
Mason who does not contribute to the fund, or belong to some CD, shall not be 
entitled to join in procession, or receive assistance or Masonic burial, and shall 
not be permitted to visit the Grand CZZJ» except by special invitation, etc. This 
law applies, whether such non-affiliated Mason is a member of a Royal Arch 
Chapter, or not. 

The Grand I I . or its subordinate d=P , know nothing of any except the sym- 
bolical degrees. 

FIFTEENTH. 

When a ballot is being taken for a candidate, every member present should 
be required to vote. Rone should be excused. 

NON-AFFILIATED MASONS. 

During the past four years that I have had the honor to address you from 
the Grand East, I have frequently called your attention to the much vexed 
question of non-affiliated Masons. 

At the Sixteenth Annual Grand Communication of this Grand CD, the fol- 
lowing resolution was adopted : 

“ Resolved, That all non-affiliated Masons who are permanent residents 
within this jurisdiction, be notified by the oldest CD within whoso jurisdiction 
they reside, to apply for membership in some CD, within one month after such 
notice shall be given ; and any non-affiliated Mason who does not make such 
application after such notice, shall be deemed guilty of unmasonic conduct, and 
shall be liable to suspension: and it is hereby" made the duty of the oldest CD 
having jurisdiction where such non-affiliated Mason resides, to prefer charges 
against such a Mason, and try him for such unmasonic conduct : and that the 
W.\ M.\ of the CD having jurisdiction, be required to enforce this resolution.” 

This action on the part of our Grand CD has been very generally referred to 
by our Sister Grand CD jurisdictions, in the addresses of Grand Masters, and 
the report of the Committees on Foreign Correspondence, and, as a general 
rule, has been criticised as being a hardship, unjust, and in violation of Ma- 
sonic polity. 

I am infurmed that the provisions of this resolution have been enforced by 
the officers of [Ep in this jurisdiction, but not with the success that was hoped 
by the Grand CD- The result indicates that the requirements of said resolu- 
tion are, and have been, impracticable, and cannot he enforced. 

For the views of eminent Masons on this subject, I respectfully refer you to 
the Report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

It becomes our duty to consider the questions involved, and to take such ac- 
tion as the assembled wisdom of the Grand CD may determine — such action as 
shall redound to the good of Masonry, not only in our own jurisdiction, but 
the Masonic world at large. 

I have given this important subject much thought and reflection, and present 
to you the following suggestions : 
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Ik it wise to make any legislation iu reference to nun-affiliated Masons, which 
has in view to force them to become members ? Ik it wise or politic to (lo so ■? _ 

If miy legislation is necessary, deprive them of their Masonic rights, and it 
they are actuated by the true and pure principles of the Ol der, and have tmy 
respect or reverence for it, they will take the necessary steps to hecom« affili- 
ated Mason*, and relieve themselves of the odium which would and does' attach 
W nod-affilioted Masons. 

Masons have reciprocal duties to perform, and prominent among them, anil 
one of the most sacred, is the duty to he a member of si d, and he u contrib- 
uting member to its charity funds if not to its necessary expenses. If a Bro- 
I, bar’s interest in the Order is so fur gone as to care nothing for the proper 
discharge of his duties as a Mason, “ to his God, his neighbor, and. himself ," ho 
is and will be a drone in the great hive of Masonry, consuming its substance, 
destroying its life, and paralyzing its influence. 

He is of but little use to the Masonic Order or the world, and is not worth 
saving, and below our notice as Masons. 

I earnestly recommend that this subject matter be referred to a special com- 
mittee, and that tills Grand d give it due consideration. 

CIRCULAR FKOJI TIIB G.'. 3I.‘. OF KENTUCKY. 

In the month or Mav last, 1 received a circular loiter from M.\ MV. Bro. 
Charles Eginton, Grand Master of Kentucky, relative to holding a convention, 
in the city of Washington, on Cuban affairs, and other matters. I answered 
bis letter.’ declining to attend said meeting, for the following reasons: 

1st. While weare in fraternal communication with the Grand d " 1 Cuba, 
and our IV. G,\ M.\ A. T. C. Pierson, is the representative of said Grand d 
iie ir this Grand d, he was not advised of the matters referred to in the circu- 
lar letter of'the Grand Master of Kentucky, and if there was any subject of 
moment, I had reason to presume that he would have been advised. 

2d. That i did not see how any convention that might be held m Vi lulung- 
ton, could 'in any way effect any practical good respecting the matters involved. 

While sympathizing to the fullest extent with all those who were in any 
wav oppressed, from whatever cause, l did not feel authorized to lie present at 
the citv of Washington, as requested in the letter of the M/. W.\ Brother. 

GRAND dl OF QURI1F.C. 

At the last communication of this Grand Body, I called your attention to an 
official communication respecting the organization of the “ Grand d of WA»- 
liee” in the Province of Canada, and requesting from thiR Grand d fraternal 
recognition and the appointment of a representative for this Grand Body, near 
(lie said Grand d of Quebec. About the same time, I received a commune 
cation from the Grand d of Canada relative to the formation of said Grand 
d of Quebec within the jurisdiction of the Grand d of Canada, asking that 
no recognition from Grand Bodies in correspondence with the Grand d of 
( 'anuda, be accorded to the Grand Id of Quebec. . . 

Tliis subject was referred to the committee on “ Masonic J urisprudCnco, but 
said committee did not make a report. This is a very important question, af- 
fecting two great principles of Masonic polity. 1st — The sovereignty ot a 
Grand d, and 2d—' The relationship of Masonic boundaries to political divis- 
ions and demands the careful and deliberate consideration of this Grand d 
The action of sister Grand [gi on tills matter, is about equally divided. 1 
have given the subject much consideration, and present to you for your reflec- 
tion my views, hut before I do so it may be well to give the reasons set forth 
bv the convention of Masons which assembled in the city of Montreal, on tlio 
•>0th of October, A. L. 5869, for organizing the Grand d ot Quebec, These 
reasons, whieli we find iu the circular now on lile in the office of the Grand 

Secretary, are substantially as follows : 

That for a number of years, and until J uly 1st, 18b7, the territory oyer 
which the Grand d of Canada claimed to exercise jurisdiction, formed but 
one province, called the Province of Canada, and havmg but one Legislature, 

° r py the proclamation of the “British North American Act,” on July 1,1807, 
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the Province of Canada was divided into two separate and distinct provinces, 
called the Province of Quebec and the Provinca of Ontario. These two prov- 
inces, thus formed, were also, by the same Act (together with the provinces of 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia), joined into one federal union, which was de- 
clared to he “ The Dominion of Canada.” They therefore claim that after this 
Act, the new Province of Quebec was, Masouically speaking, unoccupied terri- 
tory, and that they had the right of forming their own Masonic government, 
on the principle that Grand Cld jurisdiction shall be conterminous with the {>o- 
liticnl boundary, and that as soon as they should organise a Grand CD, the Grand 
I l of Canada would cease to hold jurisdiction over t hem. 

On the other hand, the Grand cm of Canada cla im that the dividing of their 
original territory into two separate provinces, does not affect their jurisdiction 
over both provinces, and declare the new Grand l l to he the result of a rebel- 
lious and seditious movement. 

I need not inform you that this is the first case of the kind which has ever 

been brought before the Masonic world for consideration. It is without prece- 
dent, there having been but one case which in any respect is of a similar na- 
ture — viz: that of West Virginia. The questions involved are, as 1 have 
already slated, in substance: iBt. Can the territory over which a Grand cm 
lias had undisputed jurisdiction, ami over which its authority has been recog- 
nized by the Masonic world, be curtailed or divided without its own consent ; 
and. 2d’. Is it a recognized Masonic principle tiiat political governments divide 
the jurisdiction of a Grand cm by dividing a State or territory? 

A t the first glance it would seem that both these questions were involved in 
olio, but a more careful analysis of the principles involved, shows that they 
should be considered separately. 

1st. As to the sovereignty of a Grand db 1 hold that the same rule ob- 
tains in Masonic jurisprudence as in civil and political jurisprudence. The 
separate States of this Union, united under one General Government, have no 
authority to throw off their ullegiiuice to its solemnly recognized head, without 
the consent of the whole ; a principle which the people of the United States 
have but recently established anew amid the carnage of the greatest civil war 
the world has ever known. So I hold that the authority of a Grand cm, tmeo 
established and recognized, cannot be infringed upon, or the territory over 
which it bolds jurisdiction, be divided or curtailed, or the Subordinate [§3, 
having their existence by virtue of its authority, secede from its government, 
except by its own action in Grand I l assembled. Once admit the heresy of 
secession, mid the fair temple of Masonry, which for countless ages lias with- 
stood the ravages of time, has witnessed the rise and full of nations, and been 
at once the admiration, the wonder and mystery of the world, would crumble, 
mid crush the hopes of mankind beneath its ruins. Holding these views, 1 
cannot look upon the organization of the Grand CD of Quebec, so-called, 
within the jurisdiction of the Grand cm of Canada, in any other light than 
as an illegal mid clandestine body, and, as such, not entitled to hold Masonic 
intercourse with this Grand Jurisdiction. 

2d. As to the relationship of Masonic boundaries to political divisions ; does 
the political division of a State or Territory divide tho jurisdiction of a Grand 
I — l ? Upon tliis point I cannot more clearly define my views, than by adopt- 
ing the language of B.\ VYV. Bro. Goulcy, Grand Secretary of Missouri, the 
able chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the M.\ W.\ 
Grand cm of Missouri, upon this subject, with but slight change. Speaking 
in regard to the question as to whether the jurisdictional limits of a Grand cm 
are or are not nffected by political subdivisions, lie says : “ We bold that 

there is no legislative power in this or any other Commonwealth, or even in 
the United States itself, which can legally pass any ordinance saying to n Grand 
Cm, that her boundaries and power over her [SI shall he changed. 

“ If a Legislature may not do this directly, how much less can it do it indi- 
rectly? When the Dominion of Canada divided the Provinces, it certainly 
did not think or care anything of Grand cm jurisdictions. Therefore, the 
Legislature not wishing to interforc with the limits of the Grand cm, and not 
being able to do so, if they did wish, it follows as a first consequence, that any 
division must be effected by the Grand cm itself. Did the Gruud cm decide 
fo so divide and setoff Quebec as a separate territory? No ; she emphatically 
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and by a large majority, voted not to do it, for reasons best known to those 
interested in the welfare of the Grand l — l. 11 

Now, if the Grand I I voted not to divide, and no other power could do it 
for her, how comes into existence the Grand □ of Qeebec ? I answer, only 
by an act of rebellion and in direct violation of a solemn vow of obedience. 

I have referred to tho case of West Virginia, the only one which is in any 
respect analngous to this. Tho circumstances under which tho Grand [ZD of 
West Virginia was organised, were of themselves without a. parallel in the his- 
tory of the world, ami the recognition which was extended to her by this and 
other Grand jurisdictions, was done impulsively, without that careful investi- 
gation which should precede such important steps, involving principles which 
I deem vital to the welfare of our beloved Order. Tho circumstances tinder 
which the Grand □ of West Virginia was formed, while they did not justify, 
they did, in a great degree, excuse tho action of those Grand jurisdictions 
winch were so swift in extending to it fraternal greetings and recognition. The 
([iiestioiw raised, however, by the action of the so-called Grand CD of Quebec, 
were not settled in the organization of the Grand □ of West Virginia, ns the 
whole matter was finally settled by the mother power, the Grand f — I of Vir- 
ginia, recognizing the Grand i i of West Virginia, thus removing the only ob- 
stacle in the way of its full recognition by the Masonic world, ns "a legally’ con- 
stituted body. TliiH fact alone, if no other argument is used, instead of serv- 
ing ns a precedent to justify the action of the so-called Grand □ of Quebec, 
serves, clearly to my mind, to establish as a rule of Masonic policy, that no 
new body can he legally organized until first recognized by tho constituted au- 
thority having original control. 

1 have thus hastily and imperfectly thrown together my views upon this im- 
portant subject. It is one fruitful of thought and research, and merits a carc- 
ml consideration at your hands. It is impossible forme, within the circum- 
scribed limits of a single address, to givo the subject that elaborate attention 
which its grave importance demands, Ond in leaving it with you I trust you 
will give it that careful thought and study required to arrive at a decision 
which shall not only reflect honor upon this Grand □, but also redound to 
the welfare of Masonry throughout the world. 

While I speak, memory recalls, since our last Annual Communication, three 
of the pioneers of Masonry, and members of this Grand l — |, who have passed 
away from the pain of Time to the peace of -Eternity. To know them was to 
admire and respect them ns men and as Masons. 

I am indebted to the “History of the Introduction and Progress of Masonrv 
in Minnesota,” now in process of compilation hi' P.\ G.\ M.\ A. T. 0. Pierson, 
for the following facts relative to them : 

“ R.'. W.\ Wm. H. Mower, P.\ D.\ G.\ M.\, was born in Belgrade, Maine, 
April 30th, 1829, was initiated in St. John’s □, U. D.,St. John’s, New Found- 
land, January 17, 1850, and passed and raised the following mouth. 

" Me visited Minnesota the same year. In 1852 he located at Stillwater, and 
affiliated with St. John’s CD (at that lime No. 39 on tho Registry of the 

Graud | | of Wisconsin). At tho election of 1853, and again in 1851, he was 

chosen Senior Warden, and in 1855 was elected Worshipful Master. 

“ He represented his □ in the Grand □ at the session of 1854, and was 
appointed Grand Junior Deacon ; in 1857 was elected Deputy Grand Master. 
He was one of the most active and zealous of that small and discriminating 
hand of Masons which formed the foundation for the high Masonic character 
which that C3 has ever maintained. 

“ In 1861 he removed to Boston, and was engaged in sleamboating. 

“ The National Government, during the years 1864 and 1865, had steamers 
of the line with which Bro. Mower was connected, in use on the coast of Vir- 
ginia, and it was from the exposure incident to liis duties that he contracted the 
disease (consumption,) of which lie died, at Bayfield, Wisconsin, August 19, 
1870, aged 41 years. IIe_ was buried at Bayfield, with Masonic honors, the 
individual brethren, for sixty m iles around, assembling for that purpose. The 
funeral ceremonies were conducted by W.'. Bro. C. N. Daniels, G f rand Lecturer 
mid Visitor, and R.\ W.'. Bro. William S. Combs. 

“Bro. - . William Holcomb was born in Utica, N. Y., and was made a Mason 
in Utica □, No. 47, in 1826. 
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“ He located at the Falls of the St. Croix in 1839, was one of the original 
owners of the plat of Stillwater, where he removed in 1847 ; was the first Senior 
Warden of .St. John’s I i . U. 1). ; at the first election tinder the charter he was 
chosen Junior Warden, and re-elected in 1854 and 1855. 

“The name of Governor Holcomb is historical iu the Northwest, having 
held several very important offices in Wisconsin and in this State, beside that 
of Lieutenant Governor, to which position he was chosen at the first election 
on the organization of the State of Minnesota. 

“ He died suddenly of heart disease, at Stillwater, in August, 1870, and was 
buried with the honors of Masonry by St. John’s I — I. No. 1. 

“ Joseph II. Brown was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, iu 1803. He 
came to Fort Snelling in 1819, and was connected with the United States 
troops there stationed, and was throughout life prominently connected with 
the various schemes tending to develop the Northwest. 

“ He was initiated, passed, and raised, in old St. Paul d), in 1854, and was 
one of the applicants for a dispensation to organize a □ at Henderson, in 
1856; that d] passing out of existence he united with the brethren of Le 
Sueur in organizing Union dl, No. 45. 

“Bro. Brown’B home was generally in the Indian country, and he but seldom 
had access to dl meetings, yet lie uniformly revered the pirinciples of Masonry, 
and practiced its teachings. 

“He died in New York, Nov. 9, 1870. IT is remains were brought on to Le 
Sueur, and were buried by Union dl.No. 45, November 18. 

“Worshipful Brother Lot Moffat, wns born in Montgomery county, N. Y,, 
September 20, 1803, and was made a Mason in Hazel Green dli U. D., (now 
No. 15), Wisconsin, in 1847. IJc located in St. Pnul in 1848. In 1849 he 
united with twelve others in the application to establish the first, dl in the 
Territory, (St. Paul i i ). At the first election under the charter he wns elected 
Junior Warden, and in 1854 Worehipfnl Master. 

“As long us the history of 8t. Paul remains, the name of Lot Moffat will oc- 
cupy a prominent place among the ‘ old settlers.’ It may be truly said of him 
that he was a ‘ man without guile.’ Hedied December 29, 1870, and was buried 
by St. Paul Lodge. The funeral cortege was perhaiis the largest vet seen in 
St. Paul.” oil & j 

1 recommend that a special committee be appointed to prepare suitable reso- 
lutions, expressive of the sense of this Grand dl, on the death of these three 
brethren. 

I need not tell you that Masonry is the highest morality. Its symbols, rites 
and passwords are but the ornamentation ; they are the so'tting only of the gem 
which is alone of intrinsic and changeless value. Obedience to the laws of mo- 
rality, of peace and of good neighborhood is an exalted Masonic duty. If we 
nre good Masons we shall be good citizens, good neighbors, good church mem- 
bers, good husbands and parents, if we have wives and cliildron ; our Masonry 
instructs ns to discharge every duty faithfully in every relation of life. 

There are some virtues which peculiarly become the Masonic character, and 
there are some vices that rest upon it as a deep nnd peculiar stain. 

One of these vices is that of evil speaking against brothers of the order. 
Shuider, under ordinary circumstances, among people who do not sustain to- 
ward each other any uncommon relation, is one of the meanest offenses against 
social order. It involves falsehood, malignity, cowardice and other odious 
traits of character. To calumniate a brother Mason is to violate the funda- 
mental law of the Brotherhood, and the first principles upon which it is 
founded. The slanderer is a disgrace to our Order ; he is an offender against 
its laws ; he assails not only the reputation of his victim, but the entire system 
of Masonry, and he is a common enemy and outlaw. The maxims of Masonry 
prescribe the methods in which evil reports should he brought to the knowl- 
edge of those whom they affect, and for whose injury they were invented. 
This duty should be discharged in idl kindness and candor, and fully, not par- 
tially. It is made a duty that the brother who is injured may be placed on his 
guard against his enemy, and that he may bo able to procure redress for the 
wrougs that lie has suffered. Ho cannot accomplish this object if ho is only 
partly enlightened, or if any circiunstanees arc suppressed, a knowledge of 
which is essential to his gafety. The duty of Masons in this respect iB most 
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delicate, it is sometimes moat unpleasant ; yet it is imperative, and there is no 
release from its requirements. 

No class in society, no order of men, no rank, no Beet, appears to be free 
from a vice which should, above all others, be denounced in this presence — 
that of intemperance. Here, before this altar, and with the obligations of my 
Office and of tho Brotherhood upon me, I am called upon to exhort Masons, as 
I exhort all men, to abandon the uso, or at least the excessive use, of intoxicat- 
ing drinks, as hurtful to health, as vicious in morals, as degrading to the char- 
acter, as a, folly mid a besetting sin, as the cause of a thousand other vices and 
follies, and as the worst enemy to all that there is lovely and attractive in 
home. I do not advise that we form or join temperance societies, secret or 
otherwise ; for I do not think it is necessary, any more tlmn it is necessary to 
join anti-liorsethief societies in order to keep from stealing horses. And I 
have greater faith in that abstinence which is observed as a private individual 
determination, and as an agreement with the conscience in its secret council 
chambers, than I have in that which requires to be sustained by the force of 
numbers and of sympathy, by fictitious aids, and by public oaths and pledges. 
I will not enlarge upon this subject; I can add no force to the spontaneous 
considerations that will arise in every man’s mind, and to the bitter lessons of 
experience. 

Profanity is more an indecency than a vice. It is not so much a mark of 
depravity ns of had breeding nnd manners, nnd it indicates a poverty of ideas. 
The idle use of sacked names docs not add force to truth nor add emphasis to 
expression. But it is an offense against the instincts of a pure mind, and re- 
volting to good taste. It lowers a man in the respect of those around him. 
Even the infidel and the reprobate respect those whose speech is cleanly and 
upright, more than they respect tlioir oliscene companions. It is especially be- 
coming in Masons, whose regard for the mysteries and sanctities of their Or- 
der is a deeply grounded principle, to treat with consideration, in their speech 
and behavior, the Bentimeuts of regurd which others cherish for spiritual 
things, and to forbear from making thorn a jest, a mockery or a by-word. 

1 have felt it incumbent upon me to say these things, not out of any self- 
rightoouBnesa, nor in prido of heart ; but because observation both recent and 
extensive has taught me how greatly they need to he impressed upon the minds 
of tile Brotherhood, that a reproach to the Order nmy he wiped away, that it 
may be made more deserving of that place to which it aspires and to which it 
belongs, ns an agency in the world’s progress, and because Masonry occupies, 
and is destined io occupy, no mean or obscure page in the history of civiliza- 
tion nnd of the human mind. 

M\j Brethren : — If I have told you the truth, and have correctly elucidated 
some of the practical designs on our treatle-board ; carry these truths in the 
depository of faithful breasts, to your various (§1, and when the sound of the 
gavel shall be heard within them, assemble the Craft about the altar, and urge 
them with more zeal than ever to tho practice of the duties inculcated in the 
obligations they have voluntarily assumed. 

Perform this task plainly and faithfully. And, if this Is done in the name 
of God, the light on your altars will increase in brilliancy and power, — other 
altars will be erected whose lights shall gleam brightly — until the signal fires 
of Masonry shall answer each oilier with undimmed luster from every part of 
our jurisdiction. 

Before closing, 1 return to you my grateful and sincere thanks, for the con- 
fidence and generous courtesies I have at all times, and on all occasions, re- 
ceived from the brethren, in my official and personal intercourse with you. 

I commend you to the official duties before you, satisfied that you compre- 
hend their importance, and the responsibilities which you owe to the Brother- 
hood nnd to the world at large, and trusting that they will he discharged, so 
that all your daily lives will be measured mid squared according to those prin- 
ciples of Masonic morality which are founded upon, and most resemble, the 
divine precepts of love, charity and obedience, instilled by the teachings of our 
common Redeemer. Relying on your aid and eo-operation, let us enter upon 
the discharge of the duties incumbent upon us as members of this Grand r~~l . 

C. W. NASH, Grand Master. 
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Bro. A. T. C. Pierson moved to refer the Gr.\ M/.’s Address to 
a select committee of three. 

Bros. Pierson, Ames, and A. C. Smith were appointed an said 
committee. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. ' 

The Committee on Credentials would respectfully submit the 
following report, showing the |~Ep represented at this session of 
the M. - . 'WV . the G.*. O, which report was accepted and adopted. 

R. J. Marvin,") 

H. D -Brown, Y Committee. 
L. Z. Rogers, J ' 

St. Johns, No. 1. — T. J. Frank, Worshipful Master. 

W. S. Conrad, Senior Warden. 

Cataract, No. 2. — Solon Armstrong ( Worshipful Master. 

H. M. Kent, Senior Warden. 

M. W. Getcliel, proxy for Junior Warden. 

St. Paul, No. 3. — William H. Grant, Worshipful Master. 

E. L. Fryer, Senior Warden. 

J. C. Munroe, Junior Warden. ' 

Hennepin, No. 4. — Samuel Moles, Worshipful Master. 

H. Barnard, Senior Warden. 

H. L. Rockey, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Ancient Landmark, No. 5. — B. F. Wright, Worshipful Master. 

S. L. Pollock, Senior Warden. 

II. L. Carver, proxy for Junior Warden. 
Dakota, No. 7. — R. J. Marvin, Worshipful Master. 

Red Wing, No. 8. — W. E. Hawkins, proxy for Worshipful Master. 

Dwight M. Baldwin, Junior Warden. 

Faribault, No. 9. — C. N. Daniels, Worshipful Master. 

J. R. Parshall, Senior Warden. 

B. F. Straub, Junior Warden. 

Mantorville, No. 11. — J. R. Darlt, Worshipful Master. 

W. W. Ely, Senior Warden. 

Henry George, Junior Warden. 

Mankato, No. 12. — E. D. li. ’Porter, Worshipful Master. 

Wapahasa, No. 14.— H. N. Smith, Worshipful Master. 

Monticello, No. 16. — T. C. Shapleigh, Worshipful Master. 

H. W. Fuller, Junior Warden, 
nokah, No. 17. — S. J. Prentiss, Worshipful Master. 

William M. Wvkofi; Senior Warden. 

Winona, No. 18. — Isaac B. Cummings, Worshipful Master. 

.1. B. Tamlin, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Minneapolis, No. 19. — Paul Fitzgerald, Worshipful Master. 

J. H. Thompson, proxy for Senior Warden. 
Caledonia, No. 20. — C. A. Coe, Worshipful Master. 

W. F. Dunbar, Junior Warden. 

Rochester, No. 21. — Charles Shandrew, Senior Warden, proxy for I I . 
Pleasant Grove, No. 22.— Orrin H. Page, Worshipful Master. 

North Star, No. 23.— C. W. West, Junior Warden, proxy for d). 

Wilton, No. 24. — Geo. H. Woodbury, Worshipful Master. 

Western Star, No. 26.— H. D. Brown, Worshipful Master. 

A. C. Wedge, proxy for Senior Warden. 

Blue Earth Valley, No. 27.— A. C. Dunn, Worshipful Master. 

Clearwater. No. 28. — Charles H. Gibbs, Senior Warden. 

Morning Star, No. 29.— Neil Currie, proxy for d- 
Anoka, No. 30. — William E. Cimdy, Worshipful Master. 

Elias Pratt, Senior Worden. 
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King Hiram, No. 31.— Robert H. Rose, proxy for 
Sakatab, No. 32.— Geo. A. Blair, Worshipful Master. 

L. Z. Rogers, proxy for Senior Warden. 

Star in the East, No. 33.— J. W. Morford, Worshipful Master. 

Oriental, No. 31— Charles Parks, Worshipful Muster. 

Mount Moriah, No. 35.— J. L. Powers, Worshipful Master 

A. H. Truax, proxy for Senior Warden. 

William J. Parsons, proxy for Junior Warden. 
Preston, No. 36,— Abram Kalder, Worshipful Master. 

Mystic Tye, No. 37— J. House, Worshipful Master. 

Washington, No. 38.— J. A. Garver, Worshipful Master. 

O. W. Waldo, Senior Warden. 

Fidelity, No. 39.— G. G. Clemmer, Worshipful Master. 

Carnelian, No. 40.— J. E. Favroiv, Junior Warden. 

Hermon, No. 41.— B. P. Cheenev, Senior Warden, proxy for 
Hope No. 42.— G. K. Gilbert, Worshipful Master. 

H. A. Child, Senior Warden. 

Harmony, No. 43.— H. C. Wilber, Jr., Worshipful Master. 

King Solomon, No. 44.— J. W. Seneerbox, Worshipful Master. 

J. H. Brown, Senior Warden. 

Union, No. 45.— A. W. Bangs, Worshipful Master. 

Evergreen, No. 46.— S. L. Draper, Senior Warden. 

Concord, No. 47.— Wm. H. Hall, Senior Warden, proxy for □. 

Social, No. 48.— F. A. Noble, Worshipful Master. 

Rising Sun, No. 49.— C. Griswold, Worshipful Master. 

Watertown, No. 50. — Ernest Hainlin, Worshipful Master. 

Acacia, No. 61.— A. Oldham, Worshipful Master. 

Cannon River, No. 62.— Joseph Williams, Worshipful Master. 

Nicollet, No. 54.— Thomas Downs, Worshipful Master. 

Thomas Montgomery, Senior Warden. 

John Downs, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Zion, No. 66.— F. S. Eddy, Worshipful Master. 

J. H. McCourt, Senior Warden. 

Meridian, No. 56.— W. R. Edwards, Worshipful Master. 

H. S. Griswold, proxy for Senior Warden. 

Blue Earth City, No. 67.— H. L. Lcland,' Worshipful Master. 

Spring Valiev No. 58.— J. D. Former, proxy for Worshipful Master and 
F Senior Warden. 

J. Q. Farmer, proxy for Junior Warden. 

Temple, No. 59.— Kee Wakefield, Worshipful Master. 

Star in the West, No. 60.— George M. Bennett, Worshipful Master. 

E. P. Bnrnum, proxy for Senior and Junior 
Wardens. 

Ashlar, No. 61.— L. W. Needham, Worshipful Master. 

Star, No. 62.— Gustave A. Ruekoldt, Junior Warden. 

Illustrious, No. 63.— Daniel D, Brown, Worshipful Master. 

Chain Lake, No. 64.— John F. Daniels, Worshipful Master. 

Golden Rule, No. 65.— R. H. Sanderson, proxy for Worshipful Master. 

Oliver Bailey, Junior Warden. 

Corinthian, No. 67.— T. McKinney, proxy for CU. 

Mystic Star, No. 69.— A. U. Rice, Worshipful-Master. 

Forest City, No. 70.— S. B, Hutchins, Senior Warden. 

T. C. Jewett, Junior Warden. 

Lansing, No. 72.— W. L. Hollister, Worshipful Master. 

Brownsville, No. 73.— Wm. M. Wykott; proxy for CD. 

Minneiska, No. 74.— L. R. Brooks proxy for CD. 

Eureka, No. 75.— L Iugmundsou, Worshipful Master. 

Joppa, No. 76.— J. G. Thompson, Worshipful Master. 

Tuscan, No. 77.— E. M. Broughton, Worshipful Master. 

J. P. Pond, proxy for Senior Warden. 

Mystic Circle, No. 78.— S. J. Prentiss, proxy for HU. 

Palestine, No. 79.— Edgar Nash, Worshipful Master. 

Henderson, No. SO.— Matthew Donohue, Worshipful Master. 
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Constellation, No. 81— N. B. Patterson, Worshipful Master. 

Howard, No. 82. — C. W. Bickerson, Worshipful Master. 

Huram a Bi, No. 83. — A. L. Porter, Worshipful Master. 

The select committee on the Grand Master’s Address, submitted the 
following report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. W.\ the Grand CD of Minnesota: 

The committee to whom was referred the address of the M.\ W.'. Grand 
Master, for subdivision and reference, respectfully report : They recommend 
that : 

1. So much as relates to decisions of the Grand Master, be referred to the_ 
Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

2. So much as relates to the Grand Lecturer, be referred to a special com- 
mittee of three. 

3. So much thereof as relates to the subject of non-affiliation and the resolu- 
tion adopted by this Grand CD in 1869, be referred to a special committee of three. 

-1. So much as relates to the history of the introduction and progress of Ma- 
sonry in this State, to a special committee of three. 

5. “ So much as relates to the Quebec matter, be referred to a special commit- 
tee of three. 

6. So much as relates to the death of Brothers Mower, Holcomb, Moffat, and 
Brown, be referred to a special committee of three. 

7. And that the residue thereof be referred to a special committee of three. 

A. T. C. Piekson, ] 

A. C. Smith, > Committee. 

A. E. Ames. J 

M.-. W.\ 0. W. Nash, G.-. M.\, made the following appointments 
on the recommendation of the Committee on Address. 

Bros. H. L. Carver, A. B. Curry, and R. J. Marvin, on so much 
as relates to the office of Grand Lecturer and Visitor. 

Bros. A. C. Smith, S. E. Adams, and J. H. Brown, on so much 
as relates to non-affiliated Masons. 

Bros. S. E. Adams, I. B. Cummings, and W. R. Edwards, on so 
much as relates to History of Masonry. 

Bros. G. B. Cooley, A. Goodrich, and L. E. Thompson, on so 
much as relates to Grand CD of Quebec. 

Bros. Chas. Griswold, Earnest Hainlin, and C. Shandrew, on so 
much as relates to the death of the brethren. 

Bros. Wm. J. Parsons, A. T. C. Pierson, and B. F. Smith, on 
the residue of the address. 

M.-. 'WV. the Grand Master announced the following standing 
committees. 

On Returns of Lodges. — Bros. C. N. Daniels, S. Armstrong, A. 
Oldham. 

Work of Lodges, Ur. D.-. — Bros. A. C. Dunn, Neil Curry, F. 
A. Noble. 

On Examination of Grand Treasurer's and Secretary's Books, &c . — 
Bros. Fred. Joss, L. Z, Rogers, and W. R. Edwards. 

On Examination of Visiting Brethren. — Bros. E. P. Barnum, and 
Tliomas J. Frank. 
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On Appeals and Grievances . — Bros. W. H. Grant, R. A. Jones, 
B. F. "Wright, Wm. J. Parsons, and John H. Brown. 

On Unfinished Business. — Bros. S. R. Merrell, B. F. Wright, and 
J. W. Morford. 

On Ancient Landmarks. — Bros. A. 0. Smith, S. E. Adams and 
M. W. Getchell. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. — Bros. L. E. Thompson, E. D. B. 
^Porter, and A. W. Bangs. 

Bro. L. E. Thompson offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on pay roll. 

Bros. S. R. Merrell, S. J. Prentiss, and J. A. Garver, were ap- 
pointed said committee. 

P.‘. G.'. M.\ A. E. Ames presented the following as Represent- 
atives from various Grand pEp, who were duly received and wel- 
comed by M. - . W.\ 0. W. Nash, G.'. M. - . 

R. 1 . W.’. W. S. Combs, as Representative of the M. - . W. - . the 
Grand pEp of Arkansas, North Carolina and Kentucky. Bro. 
Henry L. Carver, as the Representative of the M. 1 . Wv. the G.\ 
CD of Maryland. R.\ W.‘. Bro. A. C. Smith, as the Representa- 
tive of the M.-. W.‘. the G.\ CD of Texas. R.-. W.-. Bro. S. 
R. Merrell, as the Representative of the M. - . W.\ the G. - . CD of 
West Virginia. 

Bro. Geo. M. Bennett offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were adopted: 

Whereas, That In consideration of the fact that the l l room of Star in the 
West CD, Ho. 00, at Sauk Centro, has been destroyed by fire, and a portion of 
the furniture lost, therefore — 

Resolved, that the dues of said CD to the M.\ W.\ the Grand CD, be and 
are hereby remitted. 

Bro. S. J. Prentiss offered the following preamble and resolution, 
which was referred to the Committee on Appeals and Grievances : 

Whereas, Mystic Circle CD room, No. 78, was destroyed by fire in the fall of 
1869, thereby suspending the meetings of said CD, and causing loss to them : 

Resolved, That the dues for the year 1870 be, and the same are hereby re- 
mitted. 

The Grand Secretary submitted the following report, which was 
referred to the Committee on G.’. T.-. and G.-. S.-., accounts. 

To the hi.'. W.'. Grand CD : 

Your Grand Secretary would respectfully-submit the following report aud re- 
commendations for the consideration of the M.\ W.‘. the G.‘. CD- During the 
past year, the G. - . □ Register has been fully perfected and brought up to the 
present session. This service has been performed by Bro. C. N. Daniels, G.\ 
L.'., and has been attended with great labor, and, I have no doubt, will bear the 
closest scrutiny ; and the G.\ 8.'. will be enabled hereafter to present a more 
complete synopsis of the work of subordinate H=j J, in tabular form, which here- 
tofore was impossible to do until the Register was perfected. The small num- 
ber sold of the reprint of G.\ CD Proceedings, arises from the fact that I was 
precluded in offering a sufficient margin to a proper canvasser for their sale, the 
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price being fixed at $2. 1 would ask that some latitude be allowed the G,\ ft.', 
hereafter, the book has only to be shown the Craft, to induce the sale of the en- 
tire edition. Notwithstanding my former reference to the matter of returns of 
subordinate [Ep, I would again say that the returns come in very imperfectly 
made out, involving unnecessary correspondence and annoyance, both to your 
Grand Secretary and the various rEp . The duty of making returns would be 
much simplified if Secretaries would look to the form prepared in the Grand 
I I Proceedings. 

W. S. COMBS, Grand Secretary. 

William S. Combs, in amount with M:. W:. Grand CZ] of Minnesota. 

Da. 

To cash Dispensation Orient Cl. U.\ D.' $20 00 

" " Tyrian O, U.'. D.' 20 00 

" " and Charter Hnram a Bi □, 83 15 00 

" dues Morning Star □, 29, 1869 27 50 

'■ balance dues Forest City □. 70, 1809 50 

“ for 77 G.'. Proceedings sold, at $2.00 154 00 


1870. 
Jan. 16. 
“ 16. 
April 7. 
May 4. 
" 16. 
Deo. 31. 


1870. 
Jan. 17. 
“ 22 . 
Feb. 17. 
June 1. 
“ 1 . 
“ 1 . 
i i. 
Oot. 1. 
Dee. 14. 
Juno 17. 
Nov. 17. 
“ 17. 
“ 17. 
Dec. 20. 
" 20. 


$267 00 

Ctt. . 

Tly cash paid Postage $4 50 

" " '' 4 50 

2 00 

20 00 

“ “ half ream Cap Paper 8 25 

■" 1 box Office Envelopes 7 50 

1 ' “ Stationery and Books, G. ’ . M.' > 21 75 

" " Postage 8 00 

6 00 

“ “ Stationery and Books, V.' 19 75 

" “ 500 Office Envelopes 8 00 

" " half roam Letter Heads 5 60 

" " ([carter M. Office Envelopes 2 50 

" “ 3 packages Envelopes, Pierson 75 

" " Postage 8 00 


■ 122 00 

Balance in hands of G.'. S.' $145 00 

Bro. G-. L. Otis, Gv. T.-.* submitted his annual report, which 
was referred to the Committee on G.'. T. - . accounts. 

Grand I — I A.'. F.'. & A.’. M.\ of the State of Minnesota, in accoimt with 
Geo. L. Otis, Grand Treasurer. 

1870. Dr. 

By cash balance account as settled this day (see Proceed- 
ings, 1870). 

By cash of YV. S. Combs, G.'. S.' - 

To cash Pioneer Printing Company, Voucher No. 1 $1,483 10 

By cash for $800 U. Si Bonds, converted as per statement of 

2nd National Bank, on file (see Statement) 

By cash of YV. S. Combs, G.‘. S.*... 

To cash E. P. Barnum, - Vouchor No. 2 9 00 

“ C. YV. Nash “ “ 3 31 00 

" E. P. Barnum, Expenses G.\ L.'. " ' 4 14 00 

" A. T. C. Pierson, Com. for Cor " “ 5 150 00 

" J. X. Davidson, Proceedings “ “ 6. 300 00 

" C N. Daniels, G.'. L.' " " 7 317 71 

By cash $500 U. S. Bond, issue of 1865, sold YVillius Bros. 

(see Statement) .. 

To cash Pioneer Printing Co., Proceedings. ..Vouchor No. 8... 384 60 
" C. N. Daniels, Expenses G.'. L.'...— “ “ 9... 50 00 

•• See.’. Minn. R.'. A.'. C.'. No. 1, Rent “ “ 10... 250 00 

" C. N. Daniels, Lecturer and Expenses “ " 11... 100 00 

” YV. S. Combs, for Oakland Cemetery “ " 12... 38 7o 

" C. N. Daniels, Exponsos G.'.L.'...... " 13... 384 1)0 

By cash 5 coupons, $3 each — $16, at $1.13 

" Proceeds of balance bonds, $500, sent to New York 
for conversion by 2nd National Bank (soo statement on 

file) 

To cash A. T. C. Pierson (Historical, Ac.). ..Voucher No. 14... 25 00 

“ O. N. Daniels, G.'. L.' " “ 15... 94 85 

“ A. T. C. Pierson, Historical " " 16... 75 00 


Jan. 

14. 

» 

14. 

*4 

14. 

'* 

21. 

May 

6. 

6. 

" 

6. 

“ 

6. 

“ 

6. 

“ 

6. 

" 

6. 

“ 

6. 


28. 

July 

8. 

11. 

*• 

23. 

Aug. 

16. 

Sept. 

5. 

17. 


17. 

Nov. 

9. 

10. 

Dee. 

6. 

1871. 


Jan, 10, 


Cr. 

$819 52 
700 00 


908 00 
553 60 


653 75 


16 95 


549 94 


Jan, 10, By baianvv apeount a? above renders m, m 


*3,707 01 $4,101 76 

*394 75 
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On motion of Bro. J. P. Pond, the M. - . W. - . the G. - . CD was 
called from labor to refreshment, until ten o’clock to-morrow. 

SECOND DAY. 

10 O’CLOCK, A. M. 

The M. 1 . W.'. the G.'. CD resumed labor. Prayer by W. - . 
Bro. 0. Griswold, G.\ C. - . 

D.-. G. - . M.*. E. E. Thorne, of the M.\ W.\ the Grand CD of 
New York, appeared, and was invited to the Grand East. 

Minutes of yesterday read and approved. 

Bro. H. D. Brown offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

1 lesohed, That the election and installation of Grand CD officers be made 
the special order for this evening’s session of the Grand I I . 

Bro. E. Hainlin presented a petition of twenty-one Master Ma- 
sons for a charter to open a CD at the town of Litchfield. 

On motion the petition was referred to the committee on pEEp 

U.-.D.-. 

Bro. C, Griswold offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Secretaries of subordinate CD. in making out returns of [Ep, 
bo required to place the names of officers not only separately, but also in the 
list of members, and that when they fail so to do in their present returns, that the 
R.\ W.\ the Grand Secretory, be requested to make the necessary corrections 
before publication. 

Bro. G. A. Ruckoldt offered a resolution relative to the infringe- 
ment of territory by "Watertown CD No. 50, which was referred to 
the committee on appeals and grievances. 

Bro. A. C. Smith offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That Bro. H. L. Smith be, and he is hereby donated three copies 
of the reprint of Grand CD Proceedings, for the following purposes, viz. : 

One copy to be transmitted to the Secretary of the Grand Orient of Italy, at 
Turin. 

One copy to the Secretary of the Grand CD of Bengal at Calcutta. 

One copy to the Secretary of the Grand CD of Ireland at Dublin. 

Bro. Paul Fitzgerald offered the following resolution, which was 
referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, with request 
for a report at this session : 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this M.\ W.\ Grand I I . that dual mem- 
bership is likely to breed disturbance among the [Ep and should not be allowed. 

Bro. Charles Griswold, from the committee on the death of breth- 
ren, submitted the following report, which was adopted : 

To the Most Worshipful the Grand CD of Minnesota: 

Your committee to whom was referred so much of the M.\ W.\ Grand 
Master’s address as refers to the decease of R.\ W.\ Bro. Wm. H. Mower, 
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Bro. Wm. Holcomb, Joseph B. Brown, and W.\ Bro. Lot Moffat, beg leave to 
report — 

That they most cordially and fully indorse all in our Grand Master’s address 
commendatory of these brethren, and would recommend the adoption of the 
following resolutions, to wit : 

1 . That while we bow with submission to the dispensation of an all-wise 
Providence, we recognize in the death of these brethren beloved, a great loss to 
our Fraternity. 

2. That we extend to the families and relations of the deceased, in their great 
bereavement, our most heartfelt sympathy. 

3. That God, being our helper, we will endeavor to imitate our departed 
brethren hi their virtuous conduct, their inflexible fidelity to their trust, their 
unfeigned piety to their God; so that when death shall knock at our door, we 
may be prepared to welcome him as a kind messenger sent by our Supreme 
Grand Master, to take us from this imperfect to that all-perfect, glorious and 
celestial CD above, where the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides. 

4. That our Grand Secretary be directed to place a memorial tablet in our 
printed proceeding's, in commemoration of the death of these our brethren. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Chas. Griswold, 1 

Ernest Hainlin, 1 Committee. 

Chas. Shandrew, J 

The committee on Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary’s Books 
and Accounts, submitted the following report, which was adopted : 
To the Most Worshipful the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

The committee to whom was referred the reports of the Grand Treasurer 
and Grand Secretary, respectfully report that they have examined, and found 
the same correct. 

The finances of the Grand CD are as follows : 


Cash in hands of Grand Treasurer, $394 75 

“ “ Secretary, 145 00 


Total Grand CD funds, 1871, $539 75 

Grand I I funds for 1870 : 

Bonds converted, sold for $2,011 69 

Cash in Grand Treasurer’s hands, 819 52 


$2,831 21 

Cash in Grand Secretary’s hands, 288 30 


Funds, 1870, $3,119 51 

Decrease since last year, $2,579 76 


With these facts before your committee, we can not make our report without 
calling the attention of this Grand Body to its finances, and while we depre- 
cate any nigardness, or want of charity, we earnestly recommend the utmost 
caution in the use of its funds. 

While there are items of real necessity, with which wc cannot dispense, 
there are many items each of themselves deserving, and well worth the amounts 
paid for them, yet neither we nor any other body might be able to afford con- 
sistently with our means. From the great diminution of our Grand CD funds, 
we can readily see that either our disbursements must decrease or our dues in- 
crease. 

it is not creditable for this Grand CD to become involved or indebted, as it 
will surely do if we do not use proper caution in our appropriations. 

There are charities to which we must listen, whether we wish to or not ; we 
know not when they may come, nor the amonuts required therefor ; mid it 
seems well to your committee that we husband our resources for any such or 
other unforeseen, necessary emergency. 

Our Past Grand Officers and (j=p have accumulated a fund, which last year 
amounted to over $3,000.00, and which during the past single year, without 
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any extraordinary emergency, has been reduced almost 5-6 of the whole, leav- 
ing us but $539.75 on hand. 

We again earnestly recommend that each brother, ere he offers a resolution to 
appropriate money, examine the case well and see if the proposed item comes 
within our means, or is a necessity ; our successors will praise or blame us ac- 
cording to our acts, which become matters of record. 

We recommend the passage of a resolution, constituting a standing commit- 
tee, to whom all resolutions for appropriations shall be referred ere they are 
acted upon. 

F. Joss, 1 

L. Z. Rogers, (-Committee. 

W. It. Edwards. J 

Brother J. F. Thompson offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary is hereby authorized to sell the reprint of 
the Grand CD Proceedings (in numbers not less than ten,) at one dollar and 
fifty cents per copy. 

On motion, the M.'. ”WV. the Grand CD, was called from labor to 
refreshment until 2 o’clock this afternoon. 


Afternoon Session — 2 O’Clock. 

The M. - . "WV. the Grand CD, resumed labor. 

Bro. Pierson offered a report on Masonic History, which was re- 
ferred to Committee on History. 

M.‘. W:. Grand Master, G. W. Nash : 

Your partiality imposed upon me the duty, under a resolution of the Grand 
I — I . of preparing a “ History of the Introduction and Progress of Masonry ” 
in this State. 

I entered upon the discharge of the duties with much reluctance — first, be- 
cause of the immense labor required, and second, from the paucity of printed 
matter from whence to compile. 

The record book of the original CD, St. Paul, U. D., was lost by fire, with 
other property of the Grand CD, hi 1868. 

And in getting at the early history, I have been obliged to depend upon the 
recollection of those who remain who were here in 1849, and upon my own 
since 1850. 

I have completed the history so far as the three original j~Ep were concerned, 
and the organization of the Grand CD, and have gathereatogether consider- 
able matter for future use. 

The plan adopted is to record the names of the original petitioners of each 
CD, the names of at least the first three officers for each year, down to 1870, 
with brief Masonic biographical notices of the Masters and of Grand Officers — 
such as contained in your Address — and other interesting incidents in the his- 
tory of each l l . that are worth preserving ; as, for instance, the name, date 
of the first initiate, and of the first raising. 

Of the original members of the earlier [Ep but very few are living, and 
some of those have left the State. All that I could find I have corresponded 
with. 

I prepared a circular, and sent to the Secretary of each CD, requesting the 
blanks to be filled and returned; only about one-third of the [Ep as yet have 
done so. Fraternally yours, 

A. T. C. Pierson. 

The Committee on pEEp U.\ D.-. submitted the following re- 
port, which was adopted : 

To the M.\ W . '. the Grand CD of the State of Minnesota : 

Your committee on the Work of [Ep U.\ D.\. would respectfully report that 
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they have examined the work and records of the following |gl IT. - . D. - ., to 
wit: 

Tyrian I l . at Mazeppa, No. 86. 

Orient I I . at Money Creek, No. 84. 

Doric I — I . at Wells, No. 87. 

High Forest CD, at High Forest, No. 85. 

And would recommend that charters be granted to said i~Ep respectively. 

Andrew C. Dunn, I 

Neil Curry, v Committee. 

F. A. Nobee. J 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submitted the following 
report, which was adopted : 

To the M:. W:. Grand CD of Minnesota , now in session : 

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

“Rest lived, That it is the opinion of this Grand Cd that dual membership is 
likely to breed disturbance among fEp , and should not be allowed,” have had 
the same under consideration, and beg leave to report, and recoinmeud the 
adoption of the following : 

Resolved That no Mason can be in full membership, in this jurisdiction, in 
more than one CD at the same time. But this does not extend to honorary 
membership. 

L . E. Thompson, j 

E. D. B. Porter, !■ Committee. 

A. W. Bangs. J 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence submitted the following 
report : 

To the M:. W.’. the Grand CD of Minnesota, now in session : 

Your committee on Masonic Jurisprudence to whom was referred that por- 
tion of the M.\ W.\ the Grand Master’s address relating to decisions of M.\ 
W.\ Grand Master, have hud the matters therein embraced, under considera- 
tion, and respectfully beg leave to report : 

That in the opinion of your committee, decision numbered one is correct, 
and be approved by adding thereto the following : “ Except at the first election 
of the officers of a dl s" so that it, shall read, 

“ No one is eligible to tire office of Master but actual Past Masters, Past 
Wardens, or Present 'Wardens, who have been regularly elected and lawfully in- 
stalled, except at the first election of the officers of a I I . 

See Subdivision 14, Sec. 8, Title 2, Grand I I Constitution. 

That the decisions numbered 2, 3, 4, 5, 6* 7, and 8, are correct, and in ac- 
cordance with MaBoniclaw and usage, and that they be approved. 

That in regard to decision numbered 9, your committee are of the opinion 
that the decision is in conformity to the usage in this and other jurisdictions, 
and also hi conformity with resolutions heretofore adopted by this body, and 
should he established as given by the M.\ W.\ Grand Master. But that said 
decision, usage and resolutions are in conflict with a strict construction of the 
8th Subdivision of Sec. 8, Title 2, of Grand CD Constitution, quoted in the 
address ; and your committee suggest an amendment to said Constitution by 
adding thereto the words contained in the following resolution : 

Resolved, That subdivision 8, of section 8, title 2, of Grand CD Constitution, 
be amended by striking out the words, “and duty of Masons," and inserting 
the words, “ but may be forfeited or limited by particular regulations so that 
said subdivision shall read as follows : 

8. “That the right to visit Masonically is an absolute right, but may be for- 
feited or limited bv particular regulations.” 

4 
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That as to decisions numbered 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15, your committee approve 
thereof, and recommend they be affirmed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

L. E. Thompson, | Committee 
E. D. B. Porter, [■ on 
A. W. Bangs. J Jurisprudence. 

Bro. Bangs dissenting from 9 and 10. 

The report was adopted, except Nos. 9 and 10, which were re- 
committed to the Committee, 'to report thereon at the next session 
of the M. - . ~W.’. the Grand I I . 

The Committee on Work of Lodges UV. D.-., made the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. W.'. the Grand I I of Minnesota, now in session. 

Your Committee on Work of [Ep U.\ D.\, beg leave to report that they 
have had under consideration the application of 21 brethren for a new CD at 
Litchfield. Your Committee are of opinion that a charter should not be 
granted upon the said petition in the present instance, by the M. - . W.\ the 
Grand l i . 

Andrew C. Dunn, 1 

• Neil Currie, [Committee. 

F. A. Noble. J 

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. W.\ the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

The undersigned, your Comuiitteo on Appeals and Grievances, to whom was 
referred the matter of the action taken in Tuscan CH No. 77, in the case of 
llial D. Baldwin, a Master Mason and member of said I l . and expelled by 
said CD on the 10th day of February, A. D. 1870, as appears by the certificate 
and notification furnished by the Secretary of said r~~l . and under the seal 
thereof, May 21st, A. D. 1870, and now in the hands of your Committee, res- 
pectfully beg leave to report : that they have carefully examined the proceed- 
ings and evidence had and taken in said matter, and find that the same were 
so had and taken in accordance with well established Masonic usage, and with 
regard to a due observance of the requirements of the rules and regulations 
established by your M.\ W.\ Grand l~~l r and they therefore recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the sentence of expulsion pronounced by Tuscan CD No. 
77, May 10, 1870, on Hial D. Baldwin, heretofore a member of said I I . be, 
, and the same is hereby, in all respects, fully affirmed. 

W. H. Grant, ] * 

- Joitn II. Brown, 

Wm. J. Parsons, ■ Committee. 
K. A. Jones, 

B. F. Wright. 

On motion, the M.' 1 . W.\ the Grand CD was called "from labor to 
refreshment, until 7 o’clock this evening. 

Evening Session — Second Day — 7 O’Clock. 

The M. - . "WV. the G. CD, was called from refreshment to labor. 

The Grand CD proceeded to the annual election of officers. 

Bros. E. D. B. Porter, A. J. Phelps, A. Oldham, and H. D. 
Brown, were appointed tellers, who announced the result as 
follows : 
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Bro. 0. W. Nash, re-elected Grand Master, g 
“ C. Griswold, Deputy Grand Master. 

“ E. D. B. Porter, Senior Grand Warden. 
“ J. W. Morford, Junior Grand Warden. 
“ Geo. L. Otis, Grand Treasurer. 

“ W. S. Combs, Grand Secretary. , 


On motion, the vote by which the installation of Grand CD Offi- 
cers was to take place this evening, was reconsidered. 

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report; upon motion to adopt the report, the ayes and nays 
were called, which resulted as follows : Ayes 53, nays 118 ; so the 
report was not adopted : 


To the M:. W.'. the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

The undersigned, your oommiltee on appeals and grievances, to whom was 
referred the case of Bro. E. A.. Hodsdon, respectfully beg leave to report : 

That vour committ- !• have had submitted to them a voluminous file of pa- 
pers mid proceedings, coming from Hennepin CD, No. 4, to your M.‘. IV.'. 
Grand CD ; that these papers present and raise a number of questions of the 
gravest character ; that the first question presenting itself for our consideration 
herein, was and is the question of jurisdiction ; a brief resume of some of the 
leading facts in the case, will, in our judgment, afford the best means of an rai- 
derstanding of these questions. 

Bro. E. A. Ilodsdon was, on the 3d day of June, A. D. 1864, a member of 
Hennepin CD, No. 4, and also a member of this M.'. W.'. Grand CD- Gn that 
day he was convicted in the District Court, 4th Judicial District of the State 
of Minnesota, of an offeuse against the penal code of this State, the commission 
whereof would render said brother amenable to the disciplinary powers of this 
M.\ W.\ Grand CD ; he being at. that time, and down to the time of his ex- 
pulsion from Hennepin CD, Eo. 4, a member of thus M.\ W.\ Grand CD, and 
entitled to a seat therein as Past Grand S.'. W.'. thereof. 

Bv rule No. 15 of the Trial Code, which is also a part of the Constitution 
of tiiis M.\ W.\ Grand CD, (see page 653 of Proceedings, &c„ 1858-1869,) 
it appears that “ the Grand CD retains original jurisdiction in all cases, of its 
mm members and of Masters of [Ep while in office." 

Linder the above recited rule your committee are of the opinion ; that tlio 
preferring of charges, the trial and finding thereon, the sentence of expulsion 
pronounced by said CD, and all the proceedings had and taken therein in said 
case, wore and are in direct violation of said rule, an encroachment on the «v 
clusive powers and jurisdiction of this M.\ W.\ Grand CD in this and all like 
cases, and as such were and are unconstitutional and void. 

Your committee, therefore, in view of the gravity and importance of this 
whole matter, respectfully recommend the adoption of the following resolu- 
tion, viz : 

Resolved, That the action of Hennepin CD, . No. 4. in the matter of the 
charges, trial, conviction, and expulsion of Bro. E. A. Hodsdon, be and the 
same is in all respects hereby reversed. 

_ All which is respectfully submitted : 


W. H. Grant, 
John H. Brown, 
Wm. J. Parsons, 
B. A. Jones, 

B. F. Wright. 


1 

I 

I- Committee. 


The Committee on Non-Affiliated Masons submitted the following 
report, which was adopted : 
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To the M.\ W.\ Grand CD of Minnesota: 

Your committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand Master’s ad- 
dress as relates to non-af filiated Masons, beg leave respectfully to report: 

That in the opinion of your committee, the only object to be gained by the 
action of the Grand CD of I860, (see Transactions of 1869, page 31,) was to en- 
force, among other duties of Master Masons, that of due contribution to the 
charity funds, and to the expenses of fraternal organization of the CD- 
This object appears not to have been accomplished, and furthermore, that 
such legislation is inconsistent with the nature and spirit of Masonry, and in a 
measure, subversive of some of its fundamental principles. 

Your committee are of the opinion that any Master Mason in regular stand- 
ing, has the right, at any time, to withdraw from the Q provided his obliga- 
tions thereto are fully discharged, and that if he has the right to withdraw, he 
has the same right to remain non-affiliate. 

The duties and obligations of Master Masons faithfully discharged, will af- 
ford all the safeguards required to protect the Fraternity. 

Your committee, therefore, while approving in full the sentiments expressed 
in the report of the committee of 1869, respectfully recommend that the reso- 
lution adopted on the coining in of said report, be rescinded. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A, C. Smith, j 

J. H. Brown, [Committee. 

Samd. E. Adams. J 

The Committee on the Grand CD of Quebec, submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted. 

To the M.\ IF. - . Grand CD of Minnesota : 

The undersigned members of the committee appointed by the M.‘. \V.'. 
Grand Master, to which was referred the application of the so-called Grand 
l — | 0 f Quebec, asking fraternal recognition by this Body, have given the sub- 
ject such attention and deliberation as the few hours intervening between the 1 
reference and the report would allow. 

In view of the importance which the subject under reference involves, your 
committee can but regret that the time at their disposal will not enable them 
more fully to elaborate the reasons upon which then' decision is based. 

In brief, your committee state that the M.\ W.\ Grand CD of Canada is the 
tribunal to which we must look for light upon this subject. 

To this tribnna] we refer our brethren of Quebec. 

Have they the Master’s mrd f 

When that Grand CD shall recognize the Grand [CD of Quebec it will re- 
ceive our cordial recognition ; until then we must decline all Masonic inter- 
course with that institution; your committee believe that to act otherwise 
would tend to the removal of ‘‘the ancient landmarks which our forefathers 
have set,” work innovations in the Order, and be destructive to the beat inter- 
ests of our Graft; therefore, 

Resolved, That this Grand CD, approving the sentiments upon the subject 
communicated to this Body by our M.\ W.\ Grand Master, C. W. Nash, de- 
cline all fraternal intercourse’ with the Grand CD of Quebec, until it shall 
have been recognized by the M.\ W.\ Grand CD of Canada. 

G. B. Cooley, j 

A. Goodeich, [Committee. 

L. E. Thompson. J 

Bro. A. C. Dunn offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the questions relating to the appeal of Bro, Jlqdsdon, be re- 
committed to the Committee on Appeals and Grievances. 
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Bro. Hall of Concord EH, was excused from further attendance 
at this session of the Grand CD. 

Bro. J. H. Brown offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed upon the jurisdiction, of 
the Grand and Subordinate [Ep, in the matter of Charges and Trials, which 
was amended so as to refer the same to the Committee on Masonic J urispru- 
dence, which was adopted. 

On motion of Bro. J. H. Brown, the Grand CD was called from 
labor to refreshment, until ten o’clock to-morrow. 

THIBD DAY. 

Morning Session — 10 O’Clock. 

The M.\ W.\ the Grand CD was called from refreshment to la- 
bor. Prayer by Bro. C. Griswold, G. - . C.'. Minutes of the pre- 
ceding day read and approved. 

Bro. C. N. Daniels, Grand Lecturer and "Visiter, submitted his 
annual report, which was received and ordered on file. 

Faribault, Minn., January 1,4871. 

To the M;. W;. Gh'and Master of the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

Most Worshipful Sir: — By virtue of the appointment of Grand Visitor 
and Lecturer of the M.\ W.\ Grand CD of Minnesota it now becomes my 
duly to make this my ammnl report to von, M.\ W.\ Sir, and to give an ac- 
count of the way and manner in which 1 liavo discharged the duties of that 
important trust. 

During the past year I have visited all fi=P in the Slate, with but two excep- 
tions, and exemplified the work with corresponding lectures strictly in accord- 
ance with your instructions, and conforming strictly to the work and lectures 
adopted by the M.\ W.\ Grand CD, and 1 assure you, that to the utmost of 
my ability, 1 have endeavored to place the standard of our time-honored Insti- 
tution in that position in which our forefathers left it, and to portray those 
eternal and god-like principles which are so inseparably interwoven and con- 
nected with our beloved Order, and to teach, both by precept and example, 
that the genius of Masonry Btands forth before the world an angel of light, 
glorious in form and feature, shining in the brilliancy that beams forth from 
the great light upon our sacred altars. 

The [Ep visited are in the following order : 

January 27, Ancient Landmark CD, Ho. 5 ; January 28, St. Paul CD, 7s o. 
3 ; February 1, Social CD, Ho. 48 ; February 2, Oriental CD, No. 34 ; Febru- 
ary 5, Red Wing CD, No. 8; February 8, Carnelian CD, Ho. 40; February 
14, Wapahasa CD, No. 14: February 18, Illustrious CD, Ho. 63; February 21, 
Tyrian CD, U. - . D.\ ; February 23, Mystic Tie CD, Ho. 37 ; February 25, 
ITermon CD, No. 43; March 2, Mystic Tie CD, Ho. 37, In/ request; March 4, 
Mantorville CD, No. 11 ; March 8. Hennepin CD, No. 4, and Minneapolis CD, 
No. 19; March 11, Tuscan CD, Ho. 77; March 15, Wilton CD, No. 24; 
March 17, Washington CD, Ho. 38 ; March 21, Mantorville CD, Ho. 11 ; March 
23, Hnram a Bi CD, No. 84; March 28, Rochester CD, Ho. 21 ; March 29, 
Ashlar CD, No. 61 ; March 31, Rising Sun CD, No. 49; April 1, Meridian 
i — i , No. 56; April 2, Rising Sun CD, No. 49; April 4, Harmony CD, No. 
43 ; April 5, Winona CD, No. 18 ; April 7, Morning Star CD, No. 29 ; April 
8, Brownsville CD, Ho. 73; April 9, Caledonia CD, No. 20; April 13, Hokah 
CD, No. 17 ; April 14, Myst ic Circle CD, No. 78 ; April 14, Orient, CD, Uv D.\ 
April 16, Mystic Star CD, No. 69 ; April 18, Preston CD, No. 36 ; April 20, 
Spring Valley CD, No. 58 ; April 21, High Forest CD, U.\ D.\ ; April 21 , Pleas- 
ant Grove CD. No. 22; May 11, Western Star CD, No. 26; May 12, Eureka 
CD, No. 75 ; May 13, Fidelity CD, No, 39 ; J une 4, Doric CD, U.% D,\ ; J une 6, 
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Blue •Earth Valley CD, No. 27 ; June 7, Blue Earth City CD, No. 57 ; June 

8, Chain lake CD, No. 04 ; June !), Joppa O, No. 70 ; June 11, Mankato CD, 
No. 12 ; June 13, Nicollet. CD, No. 54 ; J une 14, Henderson CD, No. 80 ; June 
15 Union CD, No. 45; June 16, King Hirntn CD, No. 31; June 17, King 
Solomon CD, No. 44; June 21, Concord CD, No. 47 ; June 21, Sakatah CD, 
No. 32 ; June 24, Rochester CD, No. 21 ; June 29, Watertown CD, No. 50 ; 
June 30, Star CD, No. 62; July 1, Howard CD, No. 82; July 6, PavnesviUe 
I — | , No; 71; July 4, Forest City CD, No. 70; July 7, Star in the West CD, 
No. 60; July 8, Constellation CD, No. 81 ; July 1 1, Paynesviile CD, No. 71 ; 
July 13, Temple CD, No. 69; July 14, Hope CD, No. 42; July 15, Temple 
Cl', No. 59; July 16, Star CD, No. 62; July 18, Monticello CD, No. 16; 
July 19, North Star CD, No. 23; July 20, Clearwater CD, No. 28; July 22, 
Cataract CD, No. 2 ; July 23, Hennepin CD, No. 4; July 25, Faribault CD, 
No. 9 ; July 28, Ancient Landmark CD, No. 5; July 30, Zion CD, No. 55 ; 
Auo-ufit 2, St. John’s CD, No. 1; August 3, Golden Ride CD, No. 65 ; August 

9, fidelity CD, No. 39 ; August 11, Lansing CD, No. 72; August 15, Mount 
Moriah CD, No. 35, and Dakota CD, No. 7 ; August. 19, St. Paul CD, No. 3 ; 
August 26, Palestine CD. No. 79 ; September 2, St. Paul CD, No. 3; Septem- 
ber 6, Acacia CD, No. 51; September 7, Corinthian CD, No. 67 ; September 
13, Cannon River l — I , No. 52; September 19, Star in the East CD, No. 33 ; 
November 1, Winona CD, No. 18; November 4, Minneiska CD, No. 74. 

I did not visit Madel'm CD, No. 66, for the reason that they had no hall, or 
suitable plane in which to hold their meetings. They may have one by this 
time— I have not been informed. 

November 7, 1 reqnested R.\ W.\ Bro. .1. Y. Hyde, to visit Evergreen CD. 
No. 46, now held at Saratoga, which he did, and reported to me. His report 
will he found in my last cpmrterly Tetnm. 

The l — I room at Houston was destroyed by fire over a year ago, ihey 
have not met as a CD since that time, ft is very doubtful whether a CD can 


be sustained at Houston. . 

May 6, by order of the G.\ M.\ I visited the brethren at Wells, they having 
previously petitioned for a dispensation for a CD at that place. After making 
due inquiry into the character of the petitioners, I found them to be good men 
and true, gave them the necessary instructions, and recommended them for a 
dispensation. 

The brethren of Western Star CD No. 26, still occupy their old CD room, 
but hope soon to have another and better one. 

The brethren at Sank Centre have been without a CD room since February 
last, wheu their hall was destroyed by fire. The jewels nnd most of the furni- 
ture were saved. 1 advised them to continue their Btnted meetings in some 
secure place, until a suitable hall could he obtained. 

J nly 16, by your order, I visited Star CD No. 62, Roektord ; conferred the 
P.-. M.-. degree on the W.\ M.\, and re-obligated those on whom he had con- 
ferred the degrees tip to that time. . 

July 28, visited Minneapolis, by your order; called a convocation of IV. M.\, 
and conferred the degree on the W.\ M.'.’s of Hennepin CD, No. 4, and’Min- 
neupolis CD No. 19. ^ „ , 

August 24, went to Bayfield, in company with K. - . W.\ Bro. YVm. B. Umibs, 
G.\ 8.'., and buried our R.'. W.\ Bro. Wm. S. Mower, P.\ D.'. G.\ M.\ of the 
Grand CD of Minnesota, with Masonic honors. 

December 22, at the request of the brethren of Hokah CD, No. 17, 1 dedi- 
cated their new hall, in accordance with Masonic usage and custom, having a 
dispensation for that purpose— Bro. E. D. B. Porter us D.\ G.\ M.\ and Ora- 
tor ; R.\ W.'. Bro. Geo. W. Prescott, as Grand Chaplain. I deem it to be 
unnecessary to give a detailed accoimt of the condition of each CD in this 
jurisdiction in this report, as my quarterly reports to yon contain all the de- 
sired information. _ , T . T 

When I first started ont on my Masonic labors, as G.\ V.'. and Lecturer, I 
adopted as a rule to spend two days and nights with each CD, if the circum- 
stances required it, at the expense of the Grand CD ; if more time was re- 
quired, the CD to bear the expense. . . 

I believe this course has been accepted by the f Vp with universal satiaiaction. 

In the discharge of my official duties, but few questions of an unpleasant 
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character havo presented themselves for solution ; and where such have arisen, 
they have, I believe, in nearly every instance, been amicably and harmoniously 
adjusted. Some of the subordinate [Ep are inclined to be too lenient in the ex- 
amination of visiting brethren. I cautioned them well upon the impropriety of 
snch conduct ; yet 1 think a general caution from the Grand CD upon that 
subject, would Ire of f*reat service to all the [SI in the State. It is of vital 
importance to the Craft, that none but trne amTlawfnlly made Masons gain ad- 
mission among us. Hence the necessity of a thorough investigation at the 
examination of visiting brethren. 

The moral tendency of Masonry in Minnesota is onward and upward. This 
standard has been greatly elevated throughout a large portion of the State 
during the last two or three years ; utill there is room for improvement. 1 hold 
it to be the duty of the Grand CD to use every effort to raise the moral stand- 
ard still higher, that no bluBhmay crimson our faces when we look upon the 
Great Light upon our altars. 

And I urge the Grand CD to lend her aid and assistance to the subordinate 
as far as consistent and proper, to close their doors against the profane 
swearer, professed gambler, and habitual drunkard ; and such as are already 
among us would have to reform, or be dealt with as their acts merit. The time 
is fast hastening when such a stand will be taken. It appears to me the Grand 
dl should ponder well upon the subject, and see if the time lias not already 
arrived when the preliminary steps should be taken to bring about such a state 
of affairs. . Many good men and Masons stand u)oof, or stay away from our 
meetings, in consequence of the immoral conduct they see practiced by those 
who nre constantly in the habit of meeting with us ; and it not unfrecpiently so 
happens that those immoral Masons fill high gtations in the (dl. This is one 
of the greatest drawbacks to our beloved institution, and should by all menus he 
remedied. 

Most Worshipful Sir: It affords me great pleasure and satisfaction to inform 
von that, from the very kind manner in which the different [Ep in the State 
have been pleased to receive the adopted Work and Lectures, as I have had 
the honor to present them to the brethren, great uniformity has been effected 
in the work of the different degrees conferred, and a manifest determination 
evinced on the part of the Craft, to become proficient in the work, carefully and 
zealously to watch over the interests of the Order, and preserve inviolate and 
transmit unimpaired, the sacred tenets and ancient landmarks of our In- 
stitution. 

I have, during the year past, been more than ever convinced of the great 
utility and necessity for the office of Grand Visitor and Lecturer. Throughout 
our immense State, and with the varied wants of our large Masonic family, it 
would be impossible to enforce the provisions of the Constitutions of the Grand 
CD, or the General Jurisprudence of Masonry without such an officer. When- 
ever the Grand □ shall determine to discontinue said office, it will he the 
commencement of a retrogressive era in Minnesota Masonry. 

In every portion of the State I was cordially received by all the Fraternity, 
individually and officially extending me every facility and attention, affording 
on every occasion this gratifying evidence of their desire to receive light and 
ho instructed in Masonry. How far 1 may have been able to meet this desire 
on my part, it does not become me to speak ; but if I havo failed to serve the 
cause of Masonry to the most desirable extent, it is that my abilities to do so 
are not in proportion to iny desires. 

The flourishing condition of Masonry in our beautiful State, leaves no room 
lor doubt that our work is rapidly approaching a dignity and importance 
scarcely hoped for by its moat ardent friends. To keep alive the spirit which 
has given our Order this onward impulse, and which promises to achieve so 
much in the cause of benevolence and love, will no doubt be the highest 
pleasure of the Grand l — I . 

1 cannot, iu justice to my own feelings, and the brethren with whom I have 
been permitted to labor during the past year, close my report without tendering 
to them, individually and collectively, my heartfelt acknowledgments for the 
many distinguished marks of respect and confidence they have shown me. 

The scenes of the past year, the warm grasp of fraternal regard, and words 
of kindly greeting given me, by those with whom I Irnve met in the labors of 
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the □, are graven upon memory’s tablet, and will be among the last to fade 

k°M • W.\ Sir: I thank you for the honor conferred in this high and respon- 
sible trust.' How well I have performed my part, I leave it for you to judge. 
Have I been faithful to this trust ? The Craft will answer. 

Annual Statement of Account with the M.\ TF.\ Grand □ of Minnesota, com- 
mencing Jan. ?.5, ending Dec. 31, A.'. L.\ 5870 : 

Feb. 14, By Cash Received of Cornelian □, No. 40. 


Dr. 


18, 
March 2, 
3. 

“ 10 , 
“ 16, 
April 12, 


Wapohasa □. No. 14... 
TIermon CD, No- 41...... 

Mystio Tie □, No. 37.. 

Grand Secretary 

Tuscan CD, No. 77 

Caledonia CD, No. 20.... 


Cr. 

$ 12 00 
6 00 
6 00 
3 00 
20 00 
6 00 
3 00 


25 To 83 days, from Jan. 25 to April 25, $3.. 

* To Cash paid for Traveling Expenses.... 
“ “ Postage 


..$249 00 
... 83 00 
79 


$56 00 


$332 79 


April 25, By Cash B,ecd. of G.\ T.\ to balance 

Total number of Miles Traveled, 987. First Qr’s Ex. to G.'. □. *276 79 

2<£ Quarter, from April 25 to September 5. 

Sept. 5, To 102 days, from April 25 to Sept. 5, *3 per day 306 00 

To Cash paid for Expenses ** w 

$540 00 


276 79 


Sept. 5. By Cash B,ecd. of G.'. T.\ to bal 

Total No. of Miles Traveled, 2651. Second Qr’s Ex. to G.'. □, $540. 

3d Quarter, from September 0 to December 31, A.'. L ; . 5870. 

Nov. 3, By Cash Deceived of Winona □, No. 18...... .... 

“ 5 “ . “ for 12 copies G. . □ Procds 

“ 5| 

“ 8 . 

Sept. 20, 

Nov. 10, 


4 
1 
10 

of Grand Secretary.. 


540 00 


14 50 
24 00 
8 00 
2 00 
20 00 
26 35 

$94 85 


Dec. 31, To Cash paid for Traveling Expenses 

31, To 24 days, from Sep. 6 to Deo. 31, $3 per day.. 


17 70 


40 55 

72 00 

$112 55 

Dec. 31, To Cash to balance account 

Total Ex. of Third Qr. to G.\ □, $03.05. No. of Miles Traveled, 491. 

Total number of days employed, 209, *3 per day 627 00 

Total Traveling Expense^. SJ o! 

Total Expense to Grand M 

Total No. of Milos Traveled, 4,129. 

I have, in addition to my other duties, devoted fifty-three days labor to per- 
fect the G.\ L.\ Register, under direction of R.\ W.\ W. S. Combs, li.'. H.'., 
and there is due me one hundred and fifty-nine dollars for same, at tliree dol- 
lars per day. . 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

C. N. Daniels. 

G:. V.'i and L.‘. 


The Committee on the residue of the M.'. W.‘. G.-. Master’s ad- 
dress, submitted the following report, which was adopted : 

To the M:. IF.', the Grand □ of Minnesota: 

The undersigned, your Committee to whom was referred those portions, 
the residue of the M.\ W.\ the Grand Master’s Address not otherwise disposed 
of, respectfully beg leave to report : . „ , 

Your Committee have had under careful consideration those portions ot the 
Address specially referred to them, and gratefully acknowledge that they rise 
from the performance of that pleasing duty, feeling that the time they have 
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devoted to its examination and consideration, lias for them at least, been most 
profitably expended ; and they close their labors in this behalf with the convic- 
tion firmly established in their minds, that a Careful consideration of the sug- 
gestions and teachings of the Address, will result in the advancement of the 
highest and best interests ot our beloved Order, and the personal well being of 
its individual members. 

Masonry throws around the worshipers at its altars, safeguards from evil, 
the vigilance of whose watch, and the faithfulness of whose guardianship, all 
those acknowledge and appreciate who have made their way to the Middle 
Chamber and accomplished an entrance through its sacred portals. 

But, alas 1 the sad consciousness comes to us, that the most ardent and devout 
worshiper in the vast assemblage, is oftonest exposed to the greatest tempta- 
tions ; great, not only in the force and pow r er of numbers, but great in persist- 
ent and unflagging eflort. 

The brightest lights in the grand array of worshipers, are singled out for 
the fiercest onslaughts, and most insiduoua efforts of the enemy. The most 
brilliant intellects, the most exalted order of talent, the soundest judgment, the 
most genial heart, and most generous hand, are precisely those distinguished 
and distinguishing features and characteristics of this grand array, the Tempter 
most delights in encountering, and most glories in overthrowing. Ho comes 
in every form of disguise, and fiendishly rejoices in the downfall of his victim. 

When in this Battle of Life the onslaught is the fiercest, then will the M.\ 
W. - . the Grand Master’s address, to which we have listened on the first day of 
this Grand Convocation, be found most serviceable to us. Let us heed" its 
counsel and monitions: they are worthy of our profonndest regard, and entitled 
to the highest place in our heart of hearts, to-day. They will strengthen our 
attachment to the grand principles of our beloved Order, and if duly observed 
will make us better men and better Masons. The tongue is an unruly member. 
The teadiiugs of this address will help us to bridle it. The passions are most 
insidious enemies. These teachings, if heeded, will assist ns in circumscribing 
and keeping them within proper bounds. The appetite is a terrible master. 
These suggestions, if received in a proper spirit, will assist us in keeping it un- 
der proper restraint and subjection. True charity thinketh no evil, is long suf- 
fering, full of kindness, never seeks self aggrandizement at the expense or 
through the debasement of another. 

These are in the opinion of your Committee, the teachings of this eloquent 
appeal to all the liest sentiments of otir hearts, and all the ennobling aspirations 
of our souls. Let us heed them in our lives and treasure them in our hearts ; 
and in the eloquent language of the address 1 the Light on our altars will gleam 
more brightly, until the signal fires of Masonrv shall answer each other with 
undimmed lustre from every part of our jurisdiction," 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. J. Parsons, 1 

A. T. C. Pierson, l Committee. 

B. F. Smith, J 

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the M.‘. W.\ the Grand □□ of the Slate of Minnesota : 

Your Committee on Appeals and Grievances, to whom was referred the com- 
plaint of Bro. Axel Jorgenson, respectfully beg leave to report the following 
resolution : 

Jtenolccd, That the complaint of Bro. Axel Jorgenson, of King Hiram l l . 
No. 31, against Bro. M. Belfoy, he and the same is hereby referred to Bro. A. 
C. Smith, of Forest City I i . with instructions to report thereon at the next 
annual communication of this G.\ CD, unless the subject matter of said com- 
plaint he amicably adjusted prior thereto. 

W. H. Grant,. ] 

John H. Brown, f Committee, 

W. J. Parsons, J 



34 


Proceedings of the 


[1871. 


The Committee on Returns of pEp made the following report, 
which was accepted and referred to Bros. O. N. Daniels, W. S. 
Combs and B. F. "Wright : 

To the M.\ W.'. the Grand CD of the State of Minnesota: 

Your Committee on Returns of [Ep, would report, that they have had the 
same under consideration, but have only partially examined them, and for that 
reason offer only a partial report, which report embraces the work done by 
your committee : 

All the [Ep have sent in returns. 

The duties of your committee have been arduous, owing to the incorrect re- 
ports of the subordinate [Ep ; for which reason they have been necessitated to 
refer to the reports form A.'. L.\ 6807 to A.-. 5870 inclusive. 

St. John’s CD, No. 1. 

Dr. to the Grand CD $3.50, as shown by their returns from A.-. L.\ 5867 
to A.'. L. - . 5870 inclusive. 


Cataract CD, No. 2. 

The returns of this CD are correct up to this time. 



St. Paul CD, No. 3. 


Dr. as per returns. 


Cr. 


1868, Arrears, 

$1 50 

By dues overpaid, 

. $3 00 

1869. “ 


U tl 

1 00 

1870 “ 





Total, “ 

, $4 00 



Less arrears due Grand l — I. . . . 

. 1 50 



Leaving b’Fnce due St. Paul 1 — 1. $2 50 


Hennepin CD, No. 4. 


Dr. 

1 

Cr. 


1868, Arrears, 


By dues overpaid, 

. Si 00 

1869, “ 

$ 8 00 



1870, “ 

25 50 



Total arrears, 

$33 50 



Less dues overpaid, 

1 00 



Balance of arrears, 





This large discrepancy is owing to the fact that while the returns of this CD 
show the number of its members numerically less, they do not show that anv 
of the members of the CD have withdrawn, been suspended, or expelled, or 
having died during the year 1S70 ; and your committee could see no reason for 
deducting the amount due for the number mentioned, as all (according to the 
Grand CD Register,) would still be members of the said CD- 

Ancient Landmark CD, No. 5. 


Dr. 

1867, Arrears, $1 50 

1868, “ 

1869, “ 50 

1870, “ 1 50 


$3 50 

Less dues overpaid, 1 00 


Balance of arrears, $2 50 


Cr. 

By dues overpaid, 


$1 00 
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Dakota i — i . No. 7. 

Dr. | Cr. 


1868, Arrears, $3 00 

1869, “ 3 00 

1870, “ 1 00 


Total arrears, $7 00 


Social CD, No. 48. 

The returns of this CD show that they have overpaid $6.50. 


The above embraces all the committee have been able to complete, and as it 
is impossible for vour committee to finish the work during the session of this 
Grand Body, and as many of the returns will have to be sent to their respective 
for necessary correction, we would recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved , That the returns of the rEp from the year A. D. 1867, A. - . L. - . 5867, 
to the yeai A. D. 1870, A.’. L.\ 5870 inclusive, be referred to a special com- 
mittee, and that the said committee shall examine said returns up to the present 
time, and correct the same, and that their findings be reported to the respective 
fEp, which shall be final, and the rip be required to pay the deficiencies, and 
I lie G.\ S. - . to pay over the overplus, and the committee to report at the next 
session ol the M.\ W.\ Grand I I . 

C. N. D .NIELS, 1 

Alexander Oldham, [■ Committee. 

Solon Armstrong. J 

M.\ "VV. - . C. W. Nash made the following appointments : 


Bro. George W. Prescott,.,. Or.-. C. - . 

Bro. Bobert H. Bose G.\ M.\ 

Bro. Daniel D. Brown, G.\ Swd.\ B.\ 

Bro. Edgar Nash, G.\ Std. - . B.\ 

Bro. S. I. Prentiss, G.\ S.\ D.\ 

Bro. Samuel Moles, G.\ J.-. G.\ 

Bro. M. Donahue, G.\ P.\ 

Bro. Wm. J. Parsons, S.\ G.\ S.\ 

Bro. James G. Thompson, J.\ G.\ S.\ 

Bro. A. Bichaudson, G.\ T.\ 


C MMITTEE ON EOREIGN CORU15SPONDENCE. 

P.\ G.\ M.\ A. T. C. Pierson. 

P.\ G.\ M.‘. Geo. W. Prescott. 

B.-.'VV.-.Wm.S. Combs. 

Bro. A. W. Bangs presented -to the M.*. W.-. the Grand CD, 
with appropriate remarks, an ancient diploma, the property of Bro. 
Geo. C. Smith, which was received by M.-. ~W.\ C. W. Nash, G.-. 
M.-., and delivered to the G.\ S.*. for safe keeping. 

Bro. A. O. Dunn offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, By the M.\ W.\ tho Grand CD of F.\ & A.’. M.-. of Minnesota, 
that the Grand CD receives with feelings of profound respect and gratitude, 
the ancient diploma, presented to us by our venerable Bro Geo. ,C. Smith, and • 
that tho same will be placed in thg grehiy^s of this Gfgnd f~l . as a time-honored 
monument of the past. 
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Resolved, That we hail our venerable Brother Smith with fraternal greetings, 
and that we recognize in him a brother within whose breast the tires of Ma- 
sonic love have burned brightly for nearly half a century. And that in lus 
life and conduct, the beautiful lessons inculcated by our Order, have been exem- 

PU |teofoed, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to present our Brother 
Smith with a copy of these resolutions. 

Bro. W. H. Grant offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved That the M.\ W.\ Grand Master be authorized to draw upon the 
Grand Treasurer in favor of the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Cor- 
respondence, for such sum as he may deem adequate and necessary. 

On motion of Bro. R. Stewart, the Grand CD was called from 
labor to refreshment, until 2£ o’clock this afternoon. 


Afternoon Session — Third Day — 2--J- O’Olook, P. M. 


The M.-. "WV. the Grand □ resumed labor. 

' Brb. E. D. B, Porter offered the following resolution, whidh was 

adopted : 

Resolved, That the publication in any manner, of matter defamatory to the 
character of a Brother Mason, is in violation of the tenets, principles, and obli- 
gations of Masonry, and subjects a Brother so offending to Masonic discipline. 

Bro. L. E. Thompson, from the Committee on Masonic Jurispru- 
dence, submitted the following report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. Wr. Or. CU, now in session. 

The undersigned, Chairman of the Committee on Jurisprudence, to whom 
was referred the resolution of Bro. Brown, in regard to the right of a subordi- 
nate □ to prefer charges and try a member of this Grand CD, begs leave to 
ask until the next G.\ A.'. Communication of this Grand □. 

L. E. Thompson, 

C haii-man. 

The committee to whom was referred the matter of Grand Lec- 
turer and Visitor, submitted the following report, which was adopted : 

To the Mr. Wr. Grand □ of Minnesota: 

The committee to whom was referred that portion of the M.\ W.\ Grand Mas- 
ter’s Address, as relates to the Grand Lecturer and Visitor, beg leave to make 

the following report : . > . . , ,, . . 

That, after due deliberation, they concur in the opinion ol the M. . VV. . 
Grand Master, that the office should be continued ; that the benefits to be de- 
rived from its continuance, especially to the newly constituted [j=p, are such as 
to justify a reasonable expenditure in that direction. 

H. L. Carver, 1 

A. B. Chrry, [ Committee. 

K. J. Marvin. J 


A. W. Bangs offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the M.\ W,\ Grand Master is hereby authorized, upon the 
application of any □ to him, to appoint some competent Brother as Grand 
t A. j wi.lt™. mu. ooitl i — i nr rH instruction — said n=u to pay tne 


Lecturer and Visitor, to give said CD or ^ 
expenses of said Lectures and Visits, and 
as fixed by the Grand Master. 


3 - instruction— said [Ep to pay the 
he Grand □ to pay liis per diem, 
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The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 

To the Most Worshipful the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

The undersigned, committee on appeals and grievances, to whom was re- 
ferred the resolution offered by Bro. G. A. Bucko! dt, Bepresentative of Star 
I I . No. 62, to wit : 

Whereas, Watertown l I . No. 50, of Watertown, has conferred the several 
degrees of Masonry on two men from and of the jurisdiction of Star I I , No. 
62, of Bockford, and as such is against the rights, and injurious to the mate- 
rial interest of Star l i . No. 62, 

Resolved, That Watertown CD, No. 50, be and is hereby ordered to restore 
said newly made Masons to Star I I , No. 62, together with the fees for degrees 
thereof. 

Would respectfully beg leave to report, adversely to the adoption of said 
resolution. 

Your committee have carefully examined the question of the claims of Star 
I I , No. 62, and Watertown I I . No. 50, to Masonic jurisdiction, of and over 
the territory comprising the town of Delano, and are of opinion that such ju- 
risdiction of right, and hi accordance with Masonic usage, belongs to Star r~~l . 
No. 62, for the reason that your committee are well satisfied that said territory 
is at least one mile and one half nearer to the Hall of Star I I . No. 62, at 
Bockford, than to the Hall of Watertown CD, No. 50, at Watertown. But 
your committee are equally well satisfied that Watertown CD, No. 50, in the 
reception of the petitions for and conferring the degree of E.'. A.'. and F.\ C.\ 
on Bro. Perry Chance, and the degree of E.\ A. - , on Bro. W. L. Van Em- 
mons, both residents of said Delano, prior to the 8th day of November, A. D. 
1870, on which day it appears Watertown CD, No. 50, received notice of the 
jurisdictional claim of Star CD, No. 62, at Bockford, to the territory aforesaid 
— intended no wrong to said Star CD, No. 62. Your committee are of opinion, 
and they arc advised that such action will be satisfactory to Star CD. No. 62. 
That in this easo the money arising from the conferring of the degrees on the 
Brothel's Chance and Van Emmons, should not be disturbed, hut should remain 
in the treasury of Watertown CD, No. 50, and fnrther, that the territory com- 
prised within the town of Delano, is within the jurisdiction of Star CD, No. 
62, and any farther exercise of jurisdictional rights over said territory, ought 
not to be attempted by Watertown CD, No. 50. 

Your committee woidd recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That the terrritorv comprised in the town of Delano, is within the 
jurisdiction of Star CD, No. 62, of Bockford, and that any attempt to exercise 
jurisdiction over said territory by Watertown CD, No. 50, will not be permit- 
ted by the M.\ W.'. Grand CD, and that a copy of this resolution be furnished 
the representative of Watertown CD, No. 50, by the B.'. W.'. Grand Secretary, 
for transmission to said CD- 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

W. PI. Grant, j 
W. J. Parsons, 

John H. Brown, [-Committee. 

B. A. Jones, 

B. F. Wright. 

Bro. W. IT. Grant offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Appeals and Grievances, he and hereby are 
authorized and empowered to take further testimony, if they shall deem proper, 
in the case of Bro. E. A. Hodsdon, of Hennepin CD, No. 4, and in case of the 
taking of such testimony, to notify the appellant and respondent of the time 
and place, and to report at the next’session of the Grand CD- 

The Committee on Pay Boll submitted the following report, 
which was adopted : 
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PAY ROLL OF SUBORDINATE LODGES. 


Names of Lodges. 

U> 

© 

rO 

a 

d 

| 

O 

o 

1 

© 

Q 

u 

© 

bo 

c8 

© 

3 

Am’t G.\ 
L.'. Dues. 


ft 

to 


a 

o 

H 


1 

3 

89 00 

8 2 40 

$11 40 

8 47 00 


2 

3 

®li ; 

1 00 

10 00 

110 00 


3 

3 

9 (10 


9 00 

70 50 


4 

3 

Bln] 

1 00 

10 00 

162 50 

AneiontLandmark 

5 

3 

Kiri 

2 00 

HKiOl 

165 00 


7 

3 


■Ho.fi 

■13 (XI 


H 

3 

9 (W 

4 50 

13 50 

54 50 


« 

3 

9 OU 

6 10 

15 10 

53 (10 


n 

3 

9 (JO 

10 60 

19 60 

45 IK) 


12 

3 

»rn 

8 60 

17 60 

83 50 


14 

3 

BE 1 

11 50 


47 00 


1G 

3 


KTilii \ 

liaM 

55 5(1 

Hokah 

17 

3 

9 00 

20 80 

29 80 

42 50 


18 

3 

9 00 

16 10 


101 00 


19 

3 

9 00 

1 00 

10 00 

109 00 


20 

3 

9 00 



32 (X) 


21 

3 

9 09 

11 10 

20 10 

88 50 


22 

3 

•H"] 

12 60 

21 60 

51 50 


23 

3 

KImI 

7 50 

16 50 

56 50 


21 

3 

Ktv 

.wjaan: 

18 00 

18 0(1 


26 

3 

9 00 

12 30 

21 30 

25 (K! 


27 

3 

9 00 

11 60 

20 60 

28 50 


28 

3 

.1 Hi' i’ 

L 

15 50 

15 50 


29 

s 

9 0(1 

22 60 

20 50 

20 50 


30 

3 

9 00 

3 20 

12 20 

62 50 


31 

3 

WHiji 

5 00 

12 50 

12 50 


32 

3 

KHii i 

8 60 

17 60 

20 ft) 


33 

3 

IKuti'l 

7 10 

16 10 

68 50 


34 

3 

Htlri 

6 00 


17 00 


35 

3 

IB; ■ I 1 

2 00 

11 00 

40 50 


.•«•> 

3 

9 00 

15 60 

24 60 

71 (K) 


37 

3 

Knfi i 

12 10 

21 10 

47 50 


38 

3 

Bloii 

11 60 

20 60 

22 50 


.30 

3 

9 00 

12 60 

21 60 

95 00 


40 

3 

9 IX) 

9 00 

18 00 

38 50 


41 

3 

9 00 

7 50 

16 50 

43 50 


42 

3 

JWl'J 

IllSOfl 

19 00 

26 (X) 


13 

3 

9 (X) 

15 00 

24 00 

32 (K) 


44 

3 

9 00 

3 00 

12 00 

38 50 


45 

3 

Kin 

6 40 

15 40 

37 50 


4lS 

3 

WM" 

15 30 

22 50 

22 60 


47 

3 

Bfii 

9 00 

14 50 

14 50 


48 

3 

9 IK) 

4 20 

13 20 



49 

3 

9 0C 

14 30 

23 30 



50 

3 

9 DC 

5 50 

14 50 

46 60 


51 

3 

9 DC 

3 00 

12 00 

it.* > 


52 

3 

9 01 

7 10 

16 10 

37 50 

Nicollet 

54 

3 

9 (X) 

7 50 

16 50 

49 60 


65 

3 

9 (X 

IMraiTil 

16 00 

WAX i 11 


56 

3 

9 (X 

17 60 

26 60 



57 

3 

9 (X 

17 90 

26 90 

■'4si ll 


68 

3 

9 ft 

13 20 

22 20 

28 60 


59 

3 

9 0( 

nH 

18 60 

26 (X) 


60 






61 

5 

9 on 

12 50 

21 50 

38 50 


02 

3 

K1V 

■ivilil 

14 00 

27 IK) 


63 

3 

BT 

liXtil 

25 30 



51 

3 

BEifU 

Hitmilil 

19 00 

19 00 


<y> 

3 

Biii 


12 50 

12 50 


66 






5 00 


67 

3 

9 (K 

1 T29EH 

11 70 



69 

3 

9 0( 

'Sstm 

26 60 

I 


70 

3 


8 50 

17 50 

BiiPti 


71 




BTkiT 


72 

3 

Br'i 

9 80 

13 00 

Hiii. 


73 






74 

3 

9 Ml 

15 40 


22 00 


75 

3 

9 0( 

13 10 

22 10 



76 

3 



Haul 

BIO 


77 

3 

Bt’S' 

MfTM 


IBoli.il 

Mystio Circ|o 

Palestine 

78 

79 

a 

9 Ot 

15 40 

S': 

Si 

6 50 
22 00 


To Whom Paid. 


W. S. Conrad. 

Solon Armstrong. 
W. H. Grant. 

Sami. Moles. 

S. L. Pollock. 

II. J. Marvin. 

W, E. Hawkins. 
John K. Par shall. 
J. E. Dartt. 

E. D. B. Porter. 

H. N. Smith. 

T. C. Shapleigh. 

S. J. Prentiss. 

I. B. Cummings. 
Paul Fitzgerald. 

C. A. Coe. 

Chiu). Shandrow. 

0. H. Page. 

C. W. West. 

Ci. II. Woodbury. 
II. I). Brown. 

A. C. Dunn. 

Chaa. U. Gibbs. 
Noil Currie. 

W. E. Cundy. 
Hobt. II. llosc. 

G. A. Blair. 

J. W. Morford. 
Chus. Parks. 

J. L. Powers. 

A. Kalder. 

J. House. 

J. A. Garvor. 

G. G. Clcmtner. 

J. E. Favrow. 

B. P. Cheney. 

G. K. Gilbert. 

H. C. Wilber, Jr. 
J. II. Brown. 

A. W. Bangs. 

S. L. Draper. 

Wm. H. llall. 

F. A. Noble. 

Chaa. Griswold. 
Ernest Hainliu. 
Alex. Oldham. 

J. Williams. 
Thomas Downs. 

F. S. Eddy. 

\V. R. Edwards. 
H. L. Lolnnd. 

J. D. Farmer. 

Kee Wakefield. 
Dues remitted. 

L. W. Needham. 

G. A. Ruekoldt. 

D. D. Brown. 

J. F. Daniels. 

R. H. Sanderson. 
Not represented. 

T. MoK-onnio. 

A. U. Rico. 

S. B. Hutchins. 
Not represented. 
W. L. Hollister. 
G.*. L.*. 0 filoer. 

L. E. Brooks. 

I Ingmundson. 
Jas. U. Thompson 

E. M. Broughton. 
Rep, J* Prentis. 
Edgar Nosh. 












1871.] 


Grand Lodge of Minnesota. 


89 


PAY ROLL OF SUBORDINATE LODGES.— Continued. 


Names of Lodges. 

M 

V 

rO 

B 

a 

* 

m 

>> 

es 

ft 

© 

£ 

Per Diem. 

© 

M 

S 

1 

3 

o 

H 

> • 

• a, 

<5 3 

b-: 

<»-* 

To Whom Paid. 

Henderson 

80 

3 

!) 00 

0 00 

16 00 

22 50 

Mat. Donohue. 

Constellfttion 

81 

Q 

0 (X) 

26 -10 

21 00 

21 00 

N. B. Patterson. 

Howard 

82 

3 

9 00 

6 40 

14 40 

28 50 

0. W. lliokeraon. 

Iluram a Bi 

83 

3 

y oo 

9 00 

18 60 

57 50 

A. L. Porter. 


U. D. 





32 00 


High Forest 






13 00 


Tyrinn 

“ 





18 00 


Boric 






1 00 







$1295 00 

$3237 50 











PAY ROLL G.\ L.\ OFFICERS. 


Names. 

No. Days. 

a 

© 

5 

u 

V 

At 

© 

to 

■ 

© 

§ 

*3 

© 

H 

To Whom Paid. 

.'. W.\ C. W. Nash, G.\ M. - 

3 

$9 00 


$9 on 

fi W Nnfllt 

W. - . G. B. Cooley, D.\ G. - . M. - 

3 

9 00 

S10 60 

19 00 

G. B. Cooley. 


3 

0 00 


9 00 

S. Y Tlyrlft 

W.\ Fred Joss, Jr.’. G.\ W.* 

3 

9 00 

4 50 

13 60 


W. - . G. L. Otis, G. - . T. - 

3 

9 (JO 


9 00 

G T, OHh 

.". W. - . W. S. Combs. G. - . S. - 

3 

9 00 


9 00 

W. S Cn'inhq 

C. Griswold, G.\ C.‘ 





r . - . B.F. Wright. SAG. - . D. - 

3 

0 00 


9 00 

B. F. Wright. ' 

. . A. 0. Dunn, G.\ M.* 






V. G. K. Gilbert, G.-.P. - 

3 

9 00 

10 00 

19 00 


. . J. E. Chapman, G.\ S.\ 8.* 

3 

9 00 


9 00 


V. W. M. Wykoff, G. - . Jr. - . S. - 

3 

9 00 

20 80 

29 80 

W. M. Wvkoll. 

A. Iliclmrdson, G.\ T." 

3 

0 00 


9 00 


W.\ A. E. Amus, P.‘. G.\ M.' 

2 

6 00 

1 00 

7 00 


W. - . A. T. C. Pierson, P. - . G. - . ill. - 

3, 

9 00 


9 00 


W.‘. G. W. Prescott, P.\ 0. - . M." 

3 

9 00 


9 00 


V\ r .’. A. Goodrich, P.\ D.’. G.\ M.* 

3 

9 110 


9 00 


W.\ L. E. Thompson, P.\ D.\ G.\ M.\ 

3 

9 00 


9 00 


. W.\ It. A. Jones, P.’. D.’. G.*. M.‘ 

3 

9 Of) 


9 00 


W.\ llob. Stewart, P.’. G.’. S.*. \V.\... 

3 

0 00 

14 30 

23 30 


W.\ Win, Leo, IV. G.’. Jr.‘. W.* 

3 

9 00 

2 00 

11 00 


W. - . A. C. Smith, P. - . G. - . Jr. - . W. - 

3 

9 00 

8 50 

17 fid 


. W.\ S. E. Adams, P.*. G.\ Jr.*. W.\... 

3 

9 00 

0 00 

15 00 


.'. W. - . A. B. Curry, P. - . G. - . Jr. - . W. . .... 

3 

9 00 


9 IK) 

A. B. Curry. 

.’. W.\ A. J. Phelps, P.‘. G.‘. Jr.*. W.\... 

3 

9 00 

12 00 

21 GO 


. .*. S. K. Merrell, S.*. G.\ W.* 

3 

9 00 

9 Oil 

18 00 

S. R. Merrelf. 

N. Daniels G.*. L.* 

4 

12 00 

G 10 

18 10 

C. N. Daniels. 

Grand Total 




330 40 








The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted: 

To the .If. - . W.'. the Grand CD of Minnesota : 

Theutidersigned, your committee to whom was referred the matter of the 
expulsion by St Paul CD, No. 3, of Anthony Corcoran, would respectfully 
beg leave to report : 

That they have carefully examined the papers and proceedings in tills mat- 
ter, transmitted to your M.'. W.\ Grand CD, and referred to us; that we find 
on such examination, that all the proceedings had and taken therein by St. 
Paul CD, No. 3, wore had and taken in strict accordance with Masonic law 
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and usage in such cases, and they therefore recommend the adoption of the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That the action of St. Paul CD, No. 3, in the case of Anthony 
Corcoran, late a member of said CD, and expelled March 18, 1870, be and the 
same is hereby, in all respects, affirmed. 

Respectfully submitted, 


W. H. Grant, 
Wm. J. Paesons, 
John H. Beown, 
B. F. Weight. 


1 

(- Committee. 

J 


The Committee on Appeals and Grievances submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted : 


To the Mr. Wr. the Grand I I of Minnesota: 

Your Committee on Appeals and Grievances, to whom was referred the reso- 
lution and subject matter of the remission of the dues of Mystic Circle l — i . 
No. 78, have had the same nnder consideration, and recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the dues of Mystic Circle CD, No. 78, to this Grand CD, for 
the year 1870, be and the same are hereby remitted. 


W. H. Grant, 1 

Wm. J. Paesons, >- Committee. 

B. F. Weight. J 


The Select Committee on History submitted the following report, 
which was adopted : 


‘‘To the Mr. Wr. Grand I l of Minnesota : 

The Select Committee, to whom was referred so much of the M.‘. W.\ Grand 
Master’s address, as relates to the appointment of P.\ G.\ Master Pierson to the 
position of Masonic historiographer, report that they find the M.\ W.\ Grand 
CD has, by resolution, adopted during the session of 1869, signified its desire 
to have the history of the introduction and progress of Masonry in this juris- 
diction, collected together, written up, and placed in the archives of this Grand 
I I for preservation, future reference, and use, — that more than twenty-one 
years have now elapsed since the altar lights of our Fraternity first illumined 
this NiwQiem clime, — that, consequently, the work to be performed requires 
much time and great research, an intimate acquaintance with and a personal 
knowledge of the founders and members of this Grand CD and the [Ep subor- 
dinate thereto, from their origin down to the present time. That the appoint- 
ment so made by the M.\ W .'. Grand Master, can not fail to meet the hearty 
approval of this Grand body, not only on account of the extensive Masonic 
lore of the distinguished appointee, but also, by reason of his being one of the 
very lew now living participants in the original introduction and advancement 
ol Masonry in this jurisdiction. That much labor has already been expended 
upon the work, and in the opinion of your Committee the same ought to be 
completed at an early day as possible, and further, that the M.\ Wr. Grand 
Master be authorized to draw upon the Grand Treasurer for such sums as mav 
be absolutely necessary in the judgment of the M.\ Wr. Grand Master, for the 
furtherance of this moBt important object. 

All of which is respectfully and fraternally submitted. 

Sam’l E. Adams, j 

Isaac B. Cummings, [■ Committee. 

Wm. R. Edwaeds. J 

Bro. J. W . Morford offered the following resolutions on Appropri- 
ations, which were adopted : 

Resolved, That the sum of five hundred dollars be appropriated to the Grand 
Secretary, as one year’s salary. 
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Unsolved, That the sum of fifty dollars be 'appropriated to W.\ Bro. A. 
Richardson, Grand Tiler, for services. 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated to Bro. C. 
Griswold, Grand Chaplain. 

On motion of Bro. "WS S. Combs, it was resolved that the sum 
of $2.50 be appropriated to Lansing □, No. 72, for dues overpaid 
in the year 1870. 

P.-. G.-. M.-. A. T. C. Pierson, upon invitation of M.-. "WV. C. 
"W". Nash, G.-. M.\, duly installed him as Grand Master. 

M.-. WV. C. W. Nash, Grand Master, then proceeded to install 
the Grand □ officers elect. 

Bro. A. C. Dunn, G.-. M.-., presented, 

R.-. "WV. Bro. C. Griswold, St. Charles,. .D.-. G/. M.\ 

R.-.- "WV. Bro. E. D. B. Porter, Mankato, G.\ S.\ "WV. 

RJ‘. "WV. Bro. J. W. Morpord, Owatonna, G.-. J.-. "WV. 

R.\ WV. Bro. G. L. Otis, St. Paul G.-. IV. 

R.\ W.\ Bro. W. S. Combs, St. Paul, G.-. S.-. 

W.-. Bro. G. W. Prescott, St. Paul, . .G.-. C.-. 

W.-. Bro. R. H. Rose, Belle Plaine, G.-. M.-. 

W.-. Bro. Danl. D. Brown, Plainview, . . G.- . Swd.-. B.-. 

W.-. Bro. Edgar Nash, Duluth, G.-. Std.-. B.-. 

W.\ Bro. S. J. Prentiss, Hokah,... „G.-. S.-. D.\ 

W. - . Bro. Samuel Moles, Minneapolis G.-. Jr.-. D.-. 

"WV. Bro. M. Donohue, Henderson,.... G.-. P.-. 

"W.-. Bro. W. J. Parsons, St. Cloud, G.-. S.-. S.-. 

"W.-. Bro. James G. Thompson, Garden City, G.\ J.-. S.-. 

"W".-. Bro. A. Richardson, St. Paul G.-. Tiler. 

No further business appearing, the M.\ W.-. the Grand □ was 
closed in ample form, after solemn prayer by the G.-. C.-., peace 
and harmony prevailing. 

C. "W". NASH, Grand Master. 





(42) ^fAiujLAii. statement 

Of the work of the several subordinate d=P to the M.\ W.\ the G,\ □ of Minnesota, for 
the year ending January 1 at, A, D. 1871, A.'. L‘. 5871, showing the entire membership 
of the jurisdiction. 


Number. 

Names of Lodges. 

Initiations 

H 

S' 5 

S £ 
11 

3 . 

«T3 
.2 * 
o 

PS 

Joined. 

i 

1 

« 

Suspended. 

Expelled. 

<-6 

Q 

s 

Present 

Members. 
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2 

4 

1 

5 

2 




2 

86 

2 


9 

9 

11. 



6 



1 

175 

3 

St. Paul 

11 

7 

fi 
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1 
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19 

15 
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15 

9 

22 


4 

227 



21 

20 

19 

1 

11 

6 



1 
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4 

5 

5 
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10 
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76 
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13 
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3 
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59 
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9 

7 

7 


1 

169 
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17 

14 
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10 
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3 

4 
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3 
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4 
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3 
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5 
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3 
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91 

24 
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Tabular Statement.— Continued. (43) 


Number. 

Names op Lodges. 

Initiations. 

M 

Master 

Masons. 

3 

.9 ° 

*a> 

Joined. 

i 

% 

5 

Suspended. 

Expelled. . 

to 

5 

Present 

Members. 

80 

81 

82 


7 

i 

6 



i 



i 

19 


5 

3 

3 


2 




25 


9 

5 

6 


2 





18 

83 


17 

16 

15 







38 

IT T). 


5 

4 

4 









6 

6 

6 








•t 


1 








«< 


9 

12 

11 










140 

403 

408 

13 

173 

175 

07 

2 

35 

4588' 











RECAPITULATION. 


E. \ A.' 

F. \ c.- 



Reinstated 

Joined 

Dimitted 

Suspended 

Expelled 

Died 

Total M.\ M.\ Enrolled, 


440 

403 

408 

13 

173 

175 

67 

2 

35 

4588 


SUMMARY OF GRAND SECRETARY’S ACCOUNT. 
Balance in hands of Grand Secretary, page 23, as per 


Report of Committee on G.\ S.\ accounts, $145 00 

Dues from Subordinate [Ejp, pages 38 and 39, 3, '237 50 

Total, 3,382 50 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Pay Roll, Subordinate [fjp, pages 38 and 39, $1,295 00 

Pay Roll, G.\ Cl officers, page 39, 330 40 

Appropriations, pages 40 and 41, 577 50 

$2,202 90 

Balance, i $1,179 60 


Grand Teeasueeb’s Office, 1 
St. Paul, Fcb’y 20, 1871. / 

' Received of Wm. S. Combs, Grand Secretary, the sum of eleven hundred and 
seventy-nine 60-100 dollars. 


G. L. OTIS, Grand Treamrer, 



J 


u 


(Staui of Mtinncsota, 


IN MEMORIAim. 


WILLIAM H. MOWER, 


p... D.\ G.\ M.’. of Minnesota. 


Died, at Baylieid, Wis., August 19, 1870. 


AGED 41 YEARS- 













APPENDIX NO. 1. 


REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE GRAND □ OF 

MINNESOTA 


NEAR OTHER GRAND rfp. 


ALABAMA 


W.\ J, MoCALEB WILLY... 


ARKANSAS ; 


W.\ L. E. BARBER 

Little Hock 

CANADA, 


,...M.\ W.\ A. A. STEVENSON 

Montreal. 

CALIFORNIA 


„..M.\ W.\ ALEX. G. ABELL 

.....San Francisco. 

COLORADO 


,...M.\ W.\ HENRY M. TELLER ... 


CONNECTICUT 


,..M.\ W.-. NATHAN DICKINSON. 

Waterbury. 

DELAWARE 


...M.\ W.\ G. W. CHAYTOR, M. D. 

WUwlngton 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

,-..M.\ W.\ B. B. FRENCH 

Washington. 

FLORIDA, 


...M.\ W.’. THOMAS BROWN 

Tallahassee. 

GEORGIA 


...M.\ W.\ THOS. W. CHANDLER.. 

Atlanta. 

IDAHO 


....M.\ W.\ GEO. H. COE 

Idaho Olty. 

ILLINOIS 


...M.\ W.\ WM. LAVLY 

Springfield- 

INDIANA 


...M.\ W.\ WM. HACKER 

Indianapolis. 

IOWA 


W.\ T. S. PARVIN. 


KANSAS 


,...M.\ W.\ M. S. ADAMS 


KENTUCKY 


,...M.\ W.‘. ELISHA S. FITCH 

Flemvingsburg . { 

LOUISIANA 


,...M.\ W. - . J. Q. A. FELLOWS 


MAINE 


...M.\ W.\ JAMES C. STEVENS 

Bangor. 

MARYLAND 


...REV. J. N. McJILTON 


MICHIGAN 


...M.\ W.‘. S. C. COFFINBURY 


MISSISSIPPI ; 


...M.\ W.\ G. M. HILLYER. 


MISSOURI 


...M.‘. W. - . SAM’L. H. SAUNDERS . 


MONTANA 


...M.\ W.\ N, P. LANGFORD 


NEBRASKA 


...M.\ W.\ J. C. JORDAN 


NEVADA 


...,M.\ W.'. GEO. W. HOPKINS 


NEW BRUNSWICK, 


,...M.\ W.'. B. LESTER PETERS 



NEW HAMPSHIRE M.\ W.\ G. H. HUBBARD Manchester. 

NEW JERSEY M.\ W.\ WM. S. WITEHEAD Newark. 

NEW YO^K M.‘. W.\ JOHN L. LEWIS Penn Tan. 

NORTH CAROLINA M.\ W... ROBERT B. VANCE AshvWe. 


NOVA SCOTIA 

M.'l W.\ ALEX'. KEITH 


OHIO 

M.\ W.\ WM. B. THRALL 

Columbus. 

OREGON 

M.\ W.\ 0. S. SAVAGE... 


PENNSYLVANIA 

M.\ W.\ RICHARD VAUX .... 


SOUTH CAROLINA, .. 

M.\ W.\ A. G. MACKEY 


TENNESSEE 

W • .T0NATTT4W S TUWsntI Pnnt. 

TEXAS 

M.’. W.-. PHILIP C. TUCKER 


VERMONT 

M.\ W/. "WM. G. SHAW 


VIRGINIA 

M.\ W.‘. WM. TERRY 


WASHINGTON 

M.\ W.'. BENJ". E» LOMBARD .. 


WISCONSIN, 

M. - . W. - . HENRY T,. PALMER , 


WEST VIRGINIA, 



WEST INDIES,....'. 

M.\ W/.STHOS. BOTADILLA 

St. Domingo, 



APPENDIX NO. II 


REPRESENTATIVES OP OTHER GRAND d=p NEAR THE 
GRAND □ OP MINNESOTA. 


ALABAMA 

ARKANSAS, 

R.\ W.\ R. A. JONES 

R.\ W.\ W. S. COMBS 

St Paul. 

CALIFORNIA 

M.\ W.\ G. W. PRESCOTT 

« 

CANADA, 

R.\ W.\ A. W. BANGS 

Le Sueur. 

CONNECTICUT, 

R.\ W.\ L. E. THOMPSON 

St. Paul. 

CUBA 

M.\ W.\ A. T. C. PIEESON 

“ 

DELAWARE, 

R.\ W.\ H. A. BILLINGS 

Preston. 

ENGLAND 

M.\ W/. C. W. NASH 

St. Paul. 

GEORGIA, 

M.\ W.\ A. T. C. PIERSON 

k 

ILLINOIS 

M.\ W.\ A. T. C. PIERSON 

u 

TNDTANA, 

R.-. W.\ W. S. COMBS 


IOWA 

M.\ W.\ C. W. NASH 


KANSAS, 

M.\ W.\ G. W. PRESCOTT 

“ 

KENTUCKY 

R.\ W.\ W. S. COMBS 


LOUISIANA, 

M.\ W.\ C. W. NASH 

St. Paul. 

MAINE, 

M.\ W.\ G. W. PRESCOTT.... 

tt 

MICHIGAN,. 

M.\ AY.'. C. W. NASH 

** 

MISSISSIPPI 

R.-. AY.’. J. P. POND 1... 


MISSOURI 

M.\ AV.\ C. W. NASH 


MONTANA 

R.\ AAV. H. L. CARVER 

n * 

NEBRASKA 

R.\ AV.\ J. E. FINCH 

....Hastings. 

NEVADA 

R.'. W.\ II. L. CARVER 

Paul. 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

R.\ AAV. J. N. CASTLE 

..Stillwater. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

R.\ AAV. 0. T. HAYS 

Hastings. 

NEW JERSEY 

R.-. AAV. W. S. COMBS 

St. Paul . 

NEW YORK 

M.\ IV.-. A. T. C. PIERSON 

<< 

OHIO 

M.'. AAV. B. E. SMITH 

Mankato 

OREGON 

R.\ AAV. W. S. COMBS 

St. Paul. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

M.\ W.\ G. AY. PRESCOTT.... 

“ 

ST. DOMINGO, 

M.\ AY.'. A. T. C. PIERSON.... 

“ 

TENNESSEE 

M.\ AY.'. A. T. C. PIERSON.... 

«< 

VERMONT, 

R.\ AY. - . S. E. ADAMS 

Monti cello. 

WASHINGTON .... 

.R.\ W.\ E. B. ALLEN 

Hastings. 

WISCONSIN 

R.-. AV.-. C. AY. THOMPSON.... 

Wells. 

WEST INDIES, 

MY, AA r .‘. A. T. C. PIERSON.... 

St. Paul. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

R.\ AY.'. AV. S. COMBS 

“ 

MARYLAND,.... 

R.\ AY. - . II. L. CARVER 

** 

TEXAS 

R.-. AAV. A. C. SMITH 


WEST VIRGINIA 

R.\ AAV. S. R. MERRELL 

Lake City. 
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* No Sessions of the Grand □ in 1862 or ’68. 



SUBORDINATE LODGES, 

IpHE flrriCEKS ^HEREOF, 

AND TIMES OP MEETING. 


St. John’s □, No. 1, Stillwater. 

THOS. J. FRANK, W.\ M.\ WM. S. CONRAD, S.\ W.'. 

J. B. II. MITCHELL, J.'. W.\ LEONARD CLARK, Seo’y. 

First and Third Mondays of each month.— 86 members. 

Cataract CD, No. 2, St. Anthony. 

SOLON ARMSTRONG, W.\ M.\ HENRY M. KENT, S.\ W.\ 

EDWIN PARKER, J.’. W.\ CHARLES F.'. SMITH, Sec'y. 

First Saturday of every month,— 175 members. 

St. Paul CD, No. 3, St. Paul. 

W. H. GRANT, W. - . M.\ E. L. FRYER, S.\ W.\ 

J. C. MONROE, J.-. W.\ JOHN MOULTON. Seo’y. 

First and Third Fridays of each month.— 107 members. 

Hennepin CD, No. 4, Minneapolis. 

SAMUEL MOLES, W.\ M.\ HENRY BARNARD, S.\ W.\ 

HENRY GILLAM, J.’. W.\ II. TANNATT, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays of eaoh month.— 227 members. 

Ancient Landmark CD, No. 5, St. Paul. 

B. F. WRIGHT, W.\ M.\ S. L. POLLOCK, S.\ W.’. 

JAMES H. GATES, J.’. W.\ JOSEPH C. P. ORDWAY, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Thursdays of each month.— 231 members. 

^ Dakota dl, No. 7, Hastings. 

R. J. MARVIN, W.\ M.\ S. G. RATHBONE, S.\ W.’. 

E. J. SPENCER. J.’. W.\ A. J. W. THOMPSON. Seo’y. 

Seoond and Fourth Wednesdays in eaoh month.— 75 members. 


Bed Wing CD, No. 8, Red Wing. 

FRED JOSS, W.-. M.\ I. S. KELLOGG, S.\ W.\ 

DWIGHT M. BALDWIN, J.’. W.\ ANDREW ALLEN, Seo’y. 

1 First Monday Evening of each month.— 115 members. 
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Faribault CD, No. 9, Faribault. 

C. N. DANIELS, W.\ M.\ J. R. PARSHALL. S.\ W.\ 

B. F. STRAUB, J.’. W.\ H. P. SIME, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Mondays in each month.— 87 members. 


Mantorville CD, No. 11, Mantorville. 

J. R. DARTT, W.\ M.\ W. W. ELY, S.\ W.\ 

HENRY GEORGE, J.'. W.\ GEO. B. ARNOLD, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of each month.— 71 members. 


Mankato CD, No. 12, Mankato. 

CHAS. A. CHAPMAN, W.\ M.\ A. D. SEWARD, S.\ W.\ 

KINSEY MAXFIELD, J.’. W.\ E. D. B. PORTER, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of each month.— 120 members. 

Wapahasa CD, No. 14, Wabasha. 

HARVEY N. SMITH, W.\ M.\ BRADFORD ALMY, S.\ W.\ 

R. E. STEARNS, J.’. W.‘. FRANCIS TALBOT, Sec’y. 

First and Third Monday in each month.— 76 members. 

Monticello CD, No. 16, Montioello. 

THOMAS C. SIIAPLEIGH, W.\ M.\ THOMAS MoLEOD, S.\ W.\ 

HENRY W. FULLER. J.\ W.’. SAM. E. ADAMS, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays in each month— 55 members. 

Hokah CD, No. 17, llokah. 

S. J. PRENTISS, W.\ M.\ WM. M. WYKOFF, S.'. W.\ 

C. R. TOWNSEND, J.'. W. - . NEIL CURRIE. Seo’y. 

First and Third Tuesdays in each month.— 59 members. 

Winona CD, No. 18, Winona. 

ISAAC B. CUMMINGS. W.\ M.\ JOHN C. SLATER, S.\ W.'. 

COLUMBIA DREW, J.'. W.\ WALTER G. DYE, See’y. 

First and Third Tuesdays in each month.— 169 members. 

Minneapolis CD, No. 19, Minneapolis. 

PAUL FITZGERALD, W.\ M.\ JOHN H. NOBLE, S.'. W.\ 

T. A. MURPHEY, J.’. W.'. E. W. STORER, Seo’y. 

First and Third Wednesdays of each month.— 139 members. 

Caledonia CD, No. 20, Caledonia. 

C. A. COE, W.\ M.\ WM. H. HARRIES, S.\ W.\ 

WM. F. DUNBAR, J.’. W.‘. J. J. BELDEN, Seo’y. 

Friday Evening, on or before full moon of each month.— 42 members. 

Nochester CD, No. 21, NocTiester. 

WM. BROWN, W.\ M.\ CHAS. SHANDREW, S.‘. W.\ 

T. B. KELLOGG, J.’. W.'. CHAS. RUSH, Seo’y. 

Second and ^ Mondays of each month.— 174 members. 
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Pleasant Grove □, No. 22, Pleasant Grove. 

0. H. PAGE, W.\ M.\ A. J. BUSSELL, S.\ W.\ 

R. D. HATHAWAY, Seo’y. 

First and Third Tuesdays of eaoh month.— 63 members. 


• North Star cn No. 23, St. Cloud. 

L. W. COLLINS, W.\ M.\ E. H. WALKER, S.\ W.\ 

C. W. WEST, J.’. W.\ JOHN H. DENTON, See’y. 

Second and Fourth Mondays in eaoh month.— 91 members. 

Wilton □, No. 24, Wilton. 

GEO. H. WOODBURY, W.\ M.\ R. E. STEVENS, S.\ W.\ 

N. LINCOLN, J.'. W.\ JAMES B. HILL, Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays in each month.— 32 members. 

Western Star □, No. 26, Albert Lea. 

HORATIO D. BROWN, W.\ M.\ WILLIAM MORIN, S.\ W.’. 

FRANK B. FORBES, J.'. W.\ ASAHEL G. WEDGE, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays in each month.— 35 members. 


Blue Earth Valley □, No. 27, Winnebago City. 

ANDREW C. DUNN, W.\ M.\ T. L. RICE, S.\ W.\ 

E. H. HUTCHINS, J.'. W.\ . F. F. HARLOW, Seo’y. 

Tuesday on or before full moon, and two weeks thereafter. — 43 members. 

Clear Water CD, No. 28, Clear Water. 

W. T. RIGBY, W.\ M.\ CHAS. H. GIBBS, S.\ W.\ 

H. B. MORRISON. J.‘. W.\ H. J. ROMNEY, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays in each month.— 35 members. 


Morning Star □, No. 29, La Crescent. 

J. P. BERRY, W.\ M.\ J. 0.' SAWYER, S.\ W.\ 

W. R. ANDERSON, J.'. W.'. H. D. GURLEY, Seo’y. 

' First and Third Thursdays of each month.— 35 member’s. 

Anoka dl, No. 30, Anoka. 

WM. E. CUNDY, W.\ M.’. ELIAS PRATT, S.\ W.\ 

WILSON HAMMONS, J. - . W.\ 0. L. CLEWELL, See’y. 

Saturday preceding full moon.— 90 members. 

King Hiram i i , No. 31, Belle Plaine. 

JNO. S. PASHLEY, W.\ M.\ D. MUSSER, S.\ W.\ 

F. GREENE, J.'. W.\ C. B. TYLER, See’y. 

First and Fourth Saturdays in each month.— 21 members. 

Sakatah CZJ, No. 32, Waterville. 

G. A. BLAIR, W.\ M.-. L. L. BLAIR, S.\ W.'. 

H. L. GISH. J.-. W.\ M. g. KIMBALL. Seo’y. 

Saturday on or before each full moon.— 39 members. 
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Star in the East m, No. 33, Oioatonna. 

J. W. MORFORD, AY. - . M. - . J. A. ROBY, S. - . W. - . 

L. S. PADGHAM, J. - . W.\ A. C. HICKMAN. Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays of each month.— 86 members. 

Oriental mi, No. 34, Cannon Falls. 

CHARLES PARKS, W.\ M.'. JOHN A. WILSON, S.\ W.'. 

D. L. DAVIS, J.’. W.\ JOHN JENNINGS, Sec’y. 

First and Third Saturday of each month.— 29 members. 

Mt. Moriah m, No. 35, Hastings. 

J. L. POWERS, W.\ M. - . WM. 0. WHITE, S. - . W. - . 

HENRY B. TUTTLE, J.'. AAV. A. H. TRUAX, Sec’y. 

First and Third Mondays in each month— 69 members. 


Preston m, No. 36, Preston. 

ABRAM KALDEll, AY. - . M.\ CHAS. H. CONKEY, S. - . W/. 

R08AYELL B. INGRAHAM, J. - . AY. - . J. B. VIALL, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays of each month— 118 members. 

Mystio Tie m, No. 37, Pine Island. 

J. HOUSE, W.\ M. - . D. E. SAWYER, S.\ AY. - . 

G. SWARTHOUT, J/. AY. - . M. A. ROBINSON, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays of each month. — 62 members. 

Washington m, No. 38, Wasioja. 

D. A. SIIAW, W.\ M.-. 0. W. WALDO, S.\ AY. - . 

WM. M. GREEN, J.’. AY. - . E. BARRETT, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Saturdays of each month.— 37 members. 

Fidelity m, No. 39, Austin. 

L. R. HATHAWAY, W.\ M.\ ORMANZO ALLEN. S.'. AY. - . 

G. H. AZURE, J.-. AY. - . C. L. WEST, See’y. 

First and Third Wednesdays in each month.— 128 members. 

Carnelian m, No. 40, LaJce City. 

W. W. SCOTT, AY. - . M.\ G. W. T. WRIGHT, S. - . W.\ 

E. B. ELLSWORTH, J.'. W. - . C. A. HUBBARD, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of each month.— 76 members. 

Ilermon m, No. 41, Zuinbrota. 

THOS. P. KELLETT, W.\ M.\ B. P. CHEENEY, S. - . AY. - . 

E. L. MELLUS, J. - . W.\ A. TAPPAN, Sec’y. 

Tuesday on or before the full moon, and two weeks thereafter.— 38 members. 


Hope m, No. 42, Glencoe. 

G. K. GILBERT, AY. - . M.V H. A. CHILD. S. - . W.\ 

W. C. RUSSELL, J. - . W.V”? F. B. DEAN, Sec’y. 

First and-thti® Mondays of eaoh month.— 45 members. 

' 7 ^- ' 
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Harmony ED, No. 43, Lewiston. 

H. C. WILBER, Jr., W.\ M-\ E. W. REBSTOCK, S.\ W.\ 

CHAS. NETTLETON, J.\ W.\ R. M. ELLIOTT, Seo’y. 

First and Third Mondays of each month.— 46 members. 

King Solomon CD, No. 44, Shalcopee. 

J. W. SENCERBOX, W.\ M.\ J. H. BROWN, S.\ W.\ 

F. C. BUTTERFIELD, J.’. W.\ CHAS. H. LORD, Seo’y. 

First Wednesday preceding the full moon of each month, and the second Wednesday 
.thereafter.-M)2 members. 

Union ED, No. 4ff, L& Sueur. 

A. W. BANGS, W.\ M.\ R. TRAVIS, S.\ W.\ 

R. TOUSLEY, J.’. W.\ J. E. RISEDORPH, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays in each month.— 54 members. 


Evergreen EH, No. 46, Troy. 

R. B. KELLAM, W.\ M.\ S. L. DRAPER, S.\ W.’. 

J. N. FRY, J.‘. W.\ W. W. HEYDON, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays of each month, at Saratoga.— 38 members. 


Concord ED, No. 47, Cleveland. 

MOSES B. ODELL, W.\ M.\ WM. H. HALL, S.\ W.\ ' 

NAT. B. LAMPMAN, J. - . W.\ WM. LANCASTER, Soc’y. 

Saturday evening on or before full moon in each month, and two weeks thereafter. 

34 members. 


Social CD, No. 48, Northfield. 

F. A. NOBLE, W.\ M.\ CHAS. H. GOODSELL, S.\ W.\ 

WALTER G. CUTLER, J.\ W. - . GEO. E. BATES. Seo’y. 

First and Third Wednesdays of each month.— 69 members. 


Rising Sun ED, No.. 49, St. Charles. 

S. Y. HYDE, W.\ M.\ S. A. JOHNSON, S.\ W.\ 

CHAS. ELLSBURY, J.’. W.’. H. H. STERN, Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays of each month.— 92 members. 

Watertown ED, No. 50, Watertown. 

ERNEST HAINLIN, W.\ M.\ FRANK S. COFFIN, S.\ W.'. 

THOS. MOORE, J.'. W. - . JOSEPHUS ALLEY. Seo’y. 

Saturday on or before the first full moon in each month.— 72 members. 

Acacia EH, No. 51, Cottage Grove. 

ALEX. OLDHAM, W.\ M.\ A. L. HOLMAN, S.\ W.\ 

JAMES A. MoCLUSKEY, J.'. W.\ J. S. NORRIS, See’y. 

Wednesday of the week in whioh the moon fulls.— 29 members. 


Cannon River EH, No. 52, Morristown. 

JOSEPH WILLIAMS, W.\ M.\ W. H. HEAGY, S.\ W.'. 

G. W. WALRATH. J.’. W.'. J. B. BUCK, See'y. 

Saturday on Qf ftftej full moon in eitoh gjopth.— 57 etchers. 
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Nicollet CH, No. 54, St. Peter. 

THOMAS DOWNS, W.\ M.\ THO’S MONTGOMERY, S.\ W.\ 

JOHN B. HERITAGE, J.'. W.\ ’ GEORGE W. DRYER, Sec’y. 

Eirat and Third Tuesday in eaoh month. — 64 members. 


Zion CD, No. 55, Taylor's Falls. 

F. S. EDDY, W.\ M.-. J. H. McCOHRT, S.\ W.\ 

J. T. CASTELLO, J. - . W.\ J. L. BULLARD, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Saturdays of each month.— 29 members. 


Meridian □, No. 56, Chatfield. 

W. R. EDWARDS. W.\ M.’. • E. E. CULISS. S.’. W.\ 

JAMES DAVID, J.’. W.‘. S. S. MoKENNY, Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays of each month. — 78 members. 


Blue Earth City □, No. 57, Blue Earth City. 

A. E. VEON, W.’. M.’. H. L. LELAND, S.\ W.’ t 

G. B. FRANKLIN, J.’. W.\ R. B. JOHNSON, Sec’y. 

First and Third Wednesdays in.each month.— 36 members. 

Spring Valley □, No. 58, Spring Valley. 

B. F. FARMER,, W.’. M.\ S. C. LOBDILL, S.\ W.’. 

N. B. SMITH, J.’. W.\ A. M. ALDEN, See’y. 

First and Third Tuesdays of each month.— 36 members. 


Temple □, No. 59, Hutchinson. 

A. R. FRAZIER, W.\ M.\ G. C. STOCKING, S.\ W.\ 

D. S. LIVRIGHT, J.’. W.’. S. E. TAGGART, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays of each month.— 27 members. 

Star in the West O, No. 60, Sauk Centre . 

GEO. M.\ BENNETT, W.\ M.\ J. D. CARR, S.\ W.’. 

H. A. BARBER, J.’. W.\ P. F. FARGUSEN, Sec’y. 

Second and Fourth Mondays of eaoh month. — 41 members. 


Ashlar □, No. 61, Eyota. 

Jj. W. NEEDHAM, W.\ M.\ WALTER DIXON, S.\ W.’. 

EDWIN DUNN, J/. W.\ C. L. WEBBER, Sec’y. 

First and Third Mondays of eaoh month.— 48 members. 

Star □, No. 62, Rockford. 

FARLEY B. ANGELL, W.\ M.\ JACOB R. AMES, S.\ W.\ 

GUSTAVE A. RUCKOLDT, J.’. W.’. JAMES S. HILLYER, Seo’y. 

Every Saturday on or before the full of the moon, and two weeks thereafter. 

32 members. 

Illustrious HU, No. 63, Plainview. 

p. D. BROWN, W.\ M.\ AUGUSTUS SMITH, S.'. W.’. 

pDWIN S. CASE, J.’. W.’. ALFRED D. PERKINS, Sec’y. 

v" First and Third Friday evenings of each month.— 65 members. 


Chain Lake O, No. 64, Fairmount. 

JOHN F. DANIELS, M.\ WM. BIRD, Jb., S.\ W.’. 

JAJ$J5§ W. BIRD, J.?. W.‘. FRANK S. LIVERMORE, Sec’y. 

Wpijnesdpy on or before full mopn— 19 member;, 
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Golden Rule CD, No. 65, Lakeland. 

LUCIUS A. HUNTOON, W.\ M.\ JAS. R. DICKINSON, S.\ W.\ 

OLIVER BAILEY, J.\ W.\ TYLER W. PALMER, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays in each month.— 27 members. 


Madelia CD, No. 66, Madelia. 

J. T. I’URBER, W.'. M.\ B. G. YATES, S.\ W.\ 

JOHN DOOLITTLE, J.’. W.\ W. W. MURPHY. Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays of each month.— 15 members. 


Corinthian CD, No. 67, Farmington. 

F. N. GOODRICH, W.\ M.\ E. D. BROWN, S.'. W.\ 

C. T. TIFFANY, J.'. W.\ 

Second and Fourth Fridays of eaoh month.— 15 members. 

Mystic Star CD, No. 69, Rushford. 

AMBROSE U. RICE, W.\ M.\ CHAS. W. GOVE. S.\ W.\ 

GEO. H. COSWELL, J.'. W.\ HENRY E. CRANDELL, Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays of eaoh month.— 27 members. 


Forest City CD, No. 70, Forest City. 

A. C. SMITH, W.\ M.\ S. B. HUTCHINS. S.\ W.\ 

T. C. JEWETT, J.\ W.\ -F. V. DeCOSTA, Seo’y. 

Saturday on or before full* moon in eaoh month.— 28 members. 

Paynesville CD, No. 71, Paynesville. 

JOHN MOORE, W.\ M.\ JOHN H. STAFFER, S.\ W.\ 

A. LEROY ELLIOTT, J.'. W.\ JOHN W. DARBY, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Wednesdays of each month.— 23 members. 


Lansing CD, No. 72, Lansing. 

WM. L. HOLLISTER, W.\ M.\ PHIN’S D. VAUGHAN, S.YW.' . 

GEO. W. ROBINSON, J.’. W.\ THOS. B. MORRILL, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays in eaoh month.— 22 members. 


Brownsville CD, No. 73, Brownsville. 

J. B. LeBLOND, W.\ M.\ THOS. McMICHAEL, S.\ W.\ 

HENRY SHROUD, J/. W.\ CHAS. MEHL, Seo’y. 

First and Third Mondays of eaoh month.— 20 members. 


Minneiska CD, No. 74, Minneiska. 

H. J. O’NEILL, W.\ M.\ B. G. CROOKSTON, S.\ W.\ 

A. FOX, J.’. W.‘. L. R. BROOKS, Seo’y. 

First and Third Thursdays in eaoh month.— 19 members. 

Eureka CD, No. 75, Le Roy. 

I. INGMUNDSON, W.\ M.\ A. J. PORTER, S.\ W.\ 

G. T. ANGELL, J.*. W.\ W. G. TELFER, Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays of eaoh month. — 48 members. 


Joppa CD, No. 76, Garden City. 

JAMES G. THOMPSON, M.\ W. - . SUMNER C. CLARK, S.\ W.'. 

WJI. R. JfARVIN. J.'. W.'. BENJ. F. WEBER, Seo’y. 

First and Thjrd Saturday? pf each tsopth.— 35 members. 
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Tuscan CD, No. 77, Waseca. 

EBENEZER M. BROUGHTON, W.\ M.\ BENEDICT S. LEWIS, S.\ W.\ 
NATHAN E. STRONG. J.’. W.\ H. J. WADSWORTH, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Thursdays of each month.— 22 members. 

Mystic Circle CD, No. 78, Houston. 

F. N. GOODRICH, W.\ M.\ E. D. BROWN, S.\ W.\ 

C. TIFFANY, J.’. W.\ 

Second and Fourth Fridays of each month— 15 members. 

Palestine CD, No. 79, Duluth. 

EDGAR NASH, W.\ M.\ WALTER VAN BRUNT, S.YW.'. 

ALBERT S. CHASE, J.'. W.\ ALBERT N. SEIP, Seo’y. 

First and Third Mondays of each month,.— 32 members. 

Henderson CD, No. 80, Henderson. 

MATTHEW DONOHUE, W.\ M.\ WILLIAM CARROLL, S.\ W.\ 

DANIEL PICKITT, J.\ W. - . JOHN C. STOEVER, Sec’y. 

First and Third Saturdays of each month.— 19 members. 

Constellation CD, No. 81, Alexandria. 

N. B. PATTERSON. W.\ M.\ L. W. KILBURN, S.\ W.\ 

F. B. VAN HOESEN, J.’. W.\ . L. G. SIMS, Seo’y. 

On or before the full of the moon.— 25 members. 


Howard CD, No. 82, Howard Lake. 

C. W. R1CKERS0N, W.\ M.’. JAMES DEWEES, S.\ W.'. 

FRANK LA FONT, J.'. W.’. JOHN A. JOHNSON, Seo’y. 1 

Second and Fourth Saturdays of each month.— 18 members. 


Huram a Bi CD, No. 83, Hasson. 

A. L. PORTER, W.\ M.\ WM. R. HUNTLEY, S.\ W.’. 

WM. S. DIBBLE, J.’. W.\ HIRAM HATCH, Sec’y. 

First and Second Wednesdays of each month. 

Orient CD, No. 84, Money Creek. 

E. D. BROWN, W.\ M.\ MORGAN L. WOOD, S.\ W.\ 

CHARLES TIFFANY. J.’. W.\ WM. E. BARBER. Seo’y. 

First and Third Saturdays of each month. 

High Forest , CD, No. 85, High Forest. 

L. B. SMITH, W.\ M.’. S. W. REESE, S.\ W.\ 

E. D. BUCK, J.’. W.\ EUG. S. WOOLDRIDGE, Soo’y. 

First and Third Wednesdays of each month. 


Tyrian CD, No. 86, Mazeppa. 

EDWARD W. ROBIE, W.\ M.\ JAMES OLIVER, S.'. W.\ 

GEO. MAXWELL, J.’. W.’. W. M. EVANS, Seo’y. 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays in each month. 

Doric CD, No. 87, Wells. 

C. A. LOUNSBERRY, W.\ M.\ JOHN MoNEILL, S.'. W.’. 

A, p. HApp, J,', W.‘. H. A. PARK, Seo’y. 

J?irgt and Thir4 ^Jiursdays of eaoli jflpjitlt, 


APPENDIX. 


REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

\ 


To the M. • , W.'. Grand □ of Minnesota: 


The Committee on Foreign Correspondence would respectfully 
report, that they have received the Proceedings of the following 
Grand [H — 1 1 ; 


Alabama, Dec., 18G9 

Connecticut, May ] 870 

Colorado, September, 1869 

Dist. of Colnmbia, Nov., ..1869 

Delaware, June, 1870 

Florida, January, 1870 

Georgia, October, 1869 

Indiana, May, 1870 

Illinois, October, 1869 

Iowa, June, 1870 

Idaho, October, 1869 

Kansas, October, 1869 

Louisiana, February, .1870 

Maine, May, 1870 

Massachusetts, Decern.,. ... 1 869 

Maryland, November, 1869 

Michigan, January, 1870 


Mississippi, January, 1870 

New Hampshire, May, ....1870 

New York, June, 1870 

New Jersey, January, 1870 

North Carolina, December, 1869 

Nevada, September, 1870 

New Brunswick, Sept 1869 

Ohio, October, 1869 

Oregon, June, 1870 

Pennsylvania, Decern.,. . . .1869 

Rhode Island, March 1870 

South Carolina, Novem.,. . 1869 

Texas, June, 1870 

Vermont, June 1869 

Wisconsin, June,. 1870 

Washington Ter., Sept., .. .1869 
West Virginia, Novem., .. .1869 


The Proceedings of the following Grand pH — 1 1 have not been re- 
ceived : 


Arkansas, Novem., 1870 

California, October, 1870 

Canada, July, 1870 

Kentucky, October,.. 1870 

Missouri, October 1870 


Montana, October 1870 

Nebraska, October,. ..... .1870 

Tennessee, Oct.,. ... 1869, 1870 

Virginia, December, 1870 

Nova Scotia 


This year we print before the meeting of the Grand CD, should 
any of the Proceedings named be received in time they will be no- 
ticed in a supplementary report. 

As customary, we notice alphabetically, commencing with 
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ALABAMA. 

The fifty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand d of Ala- 
bama, was held at Montgomery, December 6th, 1869. 

Two hundred and twenty-four pEEp represented , three hundred 
and forty-three on the roll. 

Seventeen dispensations for new rEEp issued during the year, 

“ five of which were pEEp whose charters were forfeited for non- 
representation.’’ 

From the eloquent and scholarly address of Grand Master Norris, 
we quote : 

“The same form of expression conveys a different idea, the same ritual is 
differently expounded, nnd the same incitements to zeal have loHt their influ- 
ence and power upon the human mind. TIiub, in the church, the scholastic 
learning of the Middle Ages is stripped of its abstractions aud applied to. the 
plnin objects and nctionB of common life ; ecclesiastical supremacy is explained 
away in unmeaning spiritualism, and the bloody maxims of persecution are left 
to slumber in the dust of the Vatican; the quarrels of kings and rulers can 
not alienate the affections of those who have vowed themselves brethren.” 

Of the invasion of Louisiana, he says : 

“ By this decree they ignore the notorious fact, that the Grand Orient of 
France habitually recognizes any spurious body applying to it ; they have so re- 
cognized a spurious body in New Orleans, and attempt to cover their want of 
comity by inserting in their decree the word “ color,” aud upon which insertion 
the Grand Master ordered the Grand Honors of Masonry to be given. This is 
not the cause of objection by American Grand (SI. Each Grand CM is sover- 
eign and independent in its jurisdiction, and will not allow the recognition of 
any Masonic body not approved by itself, and sternly denies the right of the 
Grand Orient of France, or any other laxly, to exercise jurisdiction within the 
jurisdiction of American Grand [Ep. It 'is so maintained in Alabama, mid I 
speak for our sister jurisdictions, Knowing it to be so. There is no law now, 
nor ever has been in this country, forbidding any man initiation on account of 
color, race, or religion. We all require a candidate to be a man, free-born, of 
lawful age, and not deformed or dismembered at the time of making, and un- 
der this inw any man, white, red, or black, rich or poor, may present his peti- 
tion for initiation. Neither is there any power in the Grand I I , nor is there 
any law, by which a man, white, red, or black, rich or poor, powerful or with- 
out (lower, can be forced into a Id against the will of one single member. 
This is the inalienable right and prerogative of every individual Mason, mem- 
ber of a d, to cast his vote for who he pleases, unquestioned. No legislation 
can affect this right, for it is inherent in the individual Mason, and will so 
abide forever and forever. The papers relative to the case are hereby submit- 
ted, and 1 hope the Grand CD will take immediate action in the matter, which 
so nearly concerns its sovereignly, and speak in tones that can not bo misunder- 
stood, to maintain our rights anasovereign jurisdiction.” 

We copy the following decisions of the Grand Master: 

“ That a l — l . by a majority vote, can grant a new trial to a suspended broth- 
er for a good cause shown, who failed to appeal within the specified time. 

" That a d can vote by Becret. ballot for all appropriations of money. 

" That the Master has ii supervisory control over the Secretary, and it is his 
duty to correct errors in the record, and see thnt nothing improper is commit- 
ted to writing, although the d has passed upon it. 

“That although every brother present at a trial must vote yea or nay, as to 
the guilt of the accused, yet, if lie can not determine from the evidence, he 
must vote my, giving the accused the benefit of his doubt, 
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“That when a brother is expelled by a Subordinate I l f and on appeal the 
Grand CZ1 orders a new trial, he is restored to the same Btatus as before sen- 
tence, and that by consent a trial can be changed to another I — I . 

“A Mason can be tried and disciplined on his own confession of guilt. 

"That when a brother voluntarily makes known his vote on applications for 
I. P. B. or affiliation, that it becomes the property of the I I , and his objection 
be subject to the action of the I l.” 

In all of which we concur, but dissent from the following : 

“ A non-affiliated Mason can not be interred with Masonic honors.” 

¥e held that it is optional with a I l - 

The following resolution was adopted, to which we append the 
criticisms of the Iowa committee as expressing our views : 

“ Resolved, That the Subordinate [Ep shall hereafter grant no dimits, unless 
the member asking a dimit is about to remove -without the jurisdiction of this 
Grand I I . or for the purpose of forming a new I I . or joining another CD ; 
and the Subordinate fEp are directed to insert in each dimit granted, at the end 
of the form of a dinut, as published in the Masonic Code, the words, ‘ when he 
affiliates with any other CZ) of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, and notice 
of such affiliation given to this I I . 1 

“ Better let the idle, the reluctant, and those who, entering the Order from 
motives of idle curiosity or mercenary gain, have become satisfied or disap- 
pointed, ‘ go to their own place,’ and, having elected to dispense with Masonry, 
let Masonry dispense with them. When a man does not want to remain in l~~l 
membership, better let him go, with the understanding that when he leaves the 
green fieldH and still waters of CZ1 membership, the ‘ bars will be put up behind 
him,’ and, whatever ho loses, let it be at his own option. Let him be still 
subject to the pains and 'penalties which attend the violation of the moral or 
Masonic law, without any of the rewards which attend the performance of du- 
ty. Cease to persecute him, but make the d) pleasant, cheerful, and agreea- 
ble, and its rewards in the way of teaching and practice sufficient, and non-affil- 
iation will cease as to all but those whose ‘room is better than their com- 
pany.’ ” 

Dale CD, No. 25, reports that it is educating six children of de- 
ceased Master Masons. 

“ Go thou and do likewise.” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Brother 
Penick, and contains a review of forty-six Grand [H — 1 1, in his usual 
felicitous style. 

Of the ninety-eight pages which comprises the report, Minnesota 
receives four. Extracts are made from the address’ of Brother 
McMasters and Grand Master Nash, and from our report of 1869. 
We must be permitted to remark that the first extract made from 
the address of Brother McMasters is misapprehended by our good 
Brother Penick. The Rev. Brother McMasters is a southerner by 
birth, is full of the “ milk of human kindness,” and would be the 
last man to say or write anything to wound the feelings of any one, 
particularly Brother Masons. 

One extract from Brother Penick, with Iowa’s comments : 

“ On general regulations, we notice that the Grand CZ decided that the ex- 
emplification of work be in schools of instruction ; and that Masons applying 
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for membership be not restricted to the nearest □ ; and we wish that they had 
added — nor be restricted from making application to any other CD, and as often as 
they may choose to do so, if rejected in any one." 

“ The italics are ours, and so is the doctrine. This new-fangled idea of al- 
lowing one enemy, for some petty personal spite, to keep a good man out al- 
ways, wherever he may go, would be simply ridiculous if it were not an impo- 
sition and a crime against private rights ail’d the Masonic Fraternity.” 

He concludes his report thus : 

“ And now, brethren, our work is done. It has been to us a work pleasant in- 
deed, but one of great labor — from four to six months constant labor — in read- 
ing some ton thousand pages, close print, extracting, condensing, and essaying. 
We are pleased to know that our previous reports have met your approbation. 
We earnestly hope that this, our last one, may be approved also. In talcing 
leave of you as chairman of your committee, we tender you our thanks for 
your kind forbearance in looking over and passing by our many shortcomings, 
and earnestly hope that our humble efforts in behalf of Masonry, an institution 
we love, may bo beneficial to the Fraternity. 

“ To our brethren, the Committees oil Foreign Correspondence of other G.\ 
gl, we have to say a pleasant farewell. Wo have had many pleasant passes- 
at-arms, perhaps none of them in ill-feeling. I should be very much pleased 
to become acquainted with all, each and every one. Oh, that we could meet to- 
gether, and have a banquet of friendly greeting! indeed, my brethren, we 
would enjoy it 1 The time has come when we are admonished that wo should 
retire and give place to younger and more capable brethren lo discharge this 
responsible and laborious duty. I have long promised myself, that at the ripe 
old age of threescore years and ten, I would retire from all public participation 
in business. The time lias arrived. My brethren, farewell. 

“ * Ye favored, ye enlightened few, 

Companions of my social joy, ' 


May freedom, harmony, and love 
Unite you in the grand design, 

Benoath the Omniscont Eye above 
The gloriona Architect divine.* ” 

We very much regret this determination of Bro. Penick. 

M.‘. W.\ Wm. F. Chilton was elected Grand Master, and It. - . 
W. - . Daniel Sayre re elected Grand Secretary. 


CONNECTICUT. 

The eighty-second Annual Communication of the Grand n of 
Connecticut was held in the city of Hartford, May 11th and 12th, 
1870. 

M. - . W.'. Amos E. Cobb, G.*. M.'., presiding. 

R.'. W.’. J. K. Wheeler, Grand Secretary. 

Ninety-four [Hp represented; one hundred and nine on the roll. 

Six Dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

The address by the Grand Master, is a business document, mainly 
of local interest. 

He reports the reception of a petition “signed by John N. Conna, 
and ten others, now working as Masons under a charter from the 
African Grand □ of New York, asking to he recognized and char- 
tered by this Grand r~~i.” 
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The petition was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
who reported — 

“ In the matter of the petition of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master, by certain per- 
sons claiming to represent a clandestine body of colored Masons, and asking 
to be healed and recognized, there are no facts submitted to your committee to 
prove the petitioners to be even what they represent, and we would therefore 
recommend they have leave to withdraw.” 

The question of recognition of the Grand □ of Quebec was 
postponed until the next Annual Communication. 

Relative to the interference of the Grand Orient of Prance in 
the jurisdiction of Louisiana, the following was adopted: 

Whebeas, The Grand Orient of France still persists, in violation of the 
well-settled principle of Masonic law, to recognize a spurious body claiming 
(he right to establish and control Blue Lodges in the State of Louisiana, which 
is within the exclusive territorial jurisdiction of the M.\ W.‘. Grand I I of 
Louisiana ; and 

Whebeas, The Grand Orient of France has evaded the true question in- 
volved, — to wit: the infringement of territorial jurisdiction, — and attempted 
to raise a false issue in said matter, by intimating, as its justification, that 
“ color, race, or religion ” has there been made a test for admission into the 
Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons ; mid 

Whereas, No such test, in fact, has ever existed in this or any otherGrand 
jurisdiction : — 

Resolved, That this Grand I I suspends Masonic intercourse with the Grand 
Orient of France, and jfrequires the same of all fEp and Masons in this juris- 
diction. 

Resolved, That a duly attested copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Grand Orient of France ; and that, until the withdrawal of her recognition of 
such spurious body, all Masonic intercourse be suspended. 

The Grand Secretary presented the Report on Foreign Corre- 
spondence, in which the proceedings of forty-five Grand pEEp are 
noticed, those of Minnesota included. 

With reference to action had by the Grand CD of Connecticut 
some years since, the question has arisen : Can a subordinate dl 
be compelled to change its By-Laws, ignoring the usual proviso, 
that amendments can only be acted upon at a communication sub- 
sequent to the one on which they were proposed ? 

Connecticut says Yes — and acted accordingly; the Illinois Com- 
mittee says — No. 

We concur with Connecticut ; that circumstances may occur that 
render it necessary for subordinate pEEp to amend their By-Laws in 
a summary manner, that is, upon the order of the Grand dl, and 
upon such order only. A subordinate d) possesses only such powers, 
privileges, &c., as are delegated to it by the Grand dl, as set forth 
in the charter ; and in each charter, it is made part of the contract, 
that the dl shall obey, as the supreme and paramount authority, 
the Constitution, edicts and resolutions of the Grand I I . Upon 
proper request the Grand Master may set aside, or cause to be for 
the time being, waved, any of the provisions of the By-Laws ; 
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provided that in so doing he does not violate any of the Ancient 
Landmarks, or the Constitution of the Grand a. But in all cases, 
— without the interference of the Grand □ or Grand Master, the 
□ must be governed by their By-Laws, and can make no changes 
except in accordance with its provisions. 

Lengthy extracts are made from the Address of our Grand Master 
in 1868, as also from that of the Grand Chaplain at the dedication 
of the Hall in St. Paul — and the report of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence complimented. 

Quoting the resolution adopted by our Grand dl relative to non- 
affiliation, Bro.'. Wheeler says : 

“We are clearly of the opinion that any legislation in reference to non- 
affiliates which has a tendency to force them to become members, is unwise 
and impolitic. If any legislation is necessary, deprive them of their Masonic 
rights, and if they have any reverence for the institution, they will speedily 
take the requisite steps to he relieved of the odium which would attach 
itself to non-affiliates. Masons have duties to perform, nud one of these is 
to be a member of a CH ; and if his interest in the Fraternity is so last as 
to care nothing for the performance of Ills duties as a Mason, he is of but 
little use to the Fraternity, and in our opinion not worth saving.” 

We concur in the opinion ; no good has resulted from publication 
of the resolution — no □ has undertaken to discipline non-affiliates 
as contemplated by it, and hut very few have applied for affiliation 
in consequence of its passage. 

We shall have occasion to quote from Bro.\ Wheeler's excellent 
report, in noticing the proceedings of other States. 

Our old friend M.*. W.\ Asa Smith was elected Grand Master, 
and K.\ W.‘. J. K. Wheeler re-elected Grand Secretary. 

COLORADO. 

The ninth Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Colorado 
was held at Denver September 28th, 1869. 

Twelve pEp represented. Seventeen on the roll. 

The Grand Master made a brief address relating to local affairs. 
He reports several instances _ in which he had refused to grant dis- 
pensations for new pEEp . We quote : 

“ I am anxious that the brethren of every section shall enjoy the blessings 
of Masonic intercourse with one another, and in a new jurisdiction, like ours, 
it is not strange that the brethren should desire to see the number of [Ep in- 
creased, yet I do not think it best to fill the jurisdiction with weak fEp . The 
great expense attendant on supporting a CD in this new country, often renders 
it a burden instead of a benefit, and perhaps a few brethren are compelled to 
keep up the □ at quite a sacrifice. The demands of the □ for money to 
meet the current expenses, such as rent, lights and fuel, become so pressing 
that when a petition is presented, the brethren think more of the advantage to 
be derived by the candidate’s election in a pecuniary view, than of the qualifi- 
cations which should recommend him to be made a Mason. It is impossible 
for a small CZJ, embarrassed with debts, to do justice to the Fraternity at 
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large. I trust that no one will think that I am losing sight of the fact, that the 
strength of a CD does not consist in numbers, or the amount in its treasury, 
but in the virtue, zeal and intelligence of its members,” 

Proceedings of local interest. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence is comprised in twenty- 
nine pages, and contains a notice of forty -one Grand rEEp. Minne- 
sota receives six pages, all of which consists of extracts from the 
address of Grand Master Nash. 

M.-. W.-. Henry M. Teller, Grand Master, and R. - . "W... Ed. C. 
Parmelee, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The fifty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of the 
District of Columbia, was held at Washington, November 2, 1869. 

Nineteeen pEEp represented ; twenty-three on the roll. 

In addition to the Proceedings had at the Annual Communication, 
the pamphlet before us contains those of several special, a resumed, 
and the semi-annual. From the address of the Grand Master at the 
latter, we quote the following, as it is a move in the right direction, 
and if followed by the proper action of the Grand CD, will relieve 
it of much bitter feeling which has existed against it. 

“ There is a question which I now wish to bring to your notice, that seems to 
me to be of great importance, and one which demands and should receive a full 
consideration, and a final settlement at your hands. I allude to the question 
of our claim of jurisdiction over all candidates for the Degrees of Masonry in 
our H=p. irrespective of the residence of such applicants. This claim is broad- 
ly made in section 22 of article XX of our Grand CD Constitution. 

“ Bv assuming this position this Grand CD ignores what is recognized as a 
settled point of Masonic law, by, I believe, every other Grand CD in our coun- 
try, viz. : that ‘no CD carf extend its geographical jurisdiction beyond the ter- 
ritorial limits of its own Grand CD and even though there be Subordinate 
[Ep in other jurisdictions which in some cases fail to conform to this law, and 
Grand (§1 which neglect to notice its infringment on the part of then- subor- 
dinates, yet our Grand CZ3 alone refuses to recognize it as possessing any bind- 
ing force upon its subordinates. 

“T am aware that in talcing this stand we violate no ‘ancient landmarks.’ 
And it may be urged that so long as we keep within their requirements, we 
have a rii/lit to legislate in regard to nil such matters as we see fit ; and that no 
other Grand CD. nor all other Grand H=P combined, shall dictate to us the 
course to be pursued in regard to any candidate who petitions for the Degrees 
of Masonry within our jurisdiction. 

“ But granting that we have, as an independent Grand CD, this abstract 
right, is it well for ns to exercise it, when, ns in this case, it places ns in a po- 
sition antagonistic to all our sister Grand rEp ? Is it well to persist in sanc- 
tioning a course upon the part of our Subordinate [Ep which has already pro- 
duced hard feeling toward this Grand CD in many of its sister jurisdictions ; 
lias called forth their earnest remonstrances and fraternal protests, and is tend- 
ing to isolate us from them, and to disturb the fraternal and harmonious inter- 
course which has heretofore existed between this and all other Grand [Ep ? 

“ By receding from the position we now hold in regal'd to applicantsfor the 
Degrees who reside in other jurisdictions, we give up no great principle. Nor 
would we in the least degree lower the dignity of Ibis Grand CD by conform- 
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ing to what our brethren in all other Masonic jurisdictions believe to be neces- 
sary for the well being of the Fraternity generally. 

“I earnestly hope that this Grand O will amend that section of our Con- 
stitution to which I have alluded, so as to enforce in the Subordinate [Ep the 
recognition of a principle so universally accented as proper and expedient, and 
thus give proof of our willingness to do anything in our power, consistent with 
justice and dignity, to preserve kindly mid fraternal relations with all our 
brethren wheresoever dispersed. 

“I would not have deemed itnecessary to say so much upon this subject were 
it not for the tact that it has been brought to the notice of the Grand □ on 
several occasions, by our Committees on Foreign Correspondence, whose exam- 
ination of the Proceedings of other Grand 1 Id gives them the opportunity of 
learning the feeling which exists in regard to it. And these committees have, 
from time to time, recommended such action as might serve to remove all cause 
for complaint against this jurisdiction. But, so far, these recommendations 
have produced no favorable action on the part of this Grand l — i . 

“ A t the Annual Communication of 1807, the Grand dl rejected an amend- 
ment proposing to strike out section 22 of article XX., and insert, the follow- 
ing^ ‘ Every CD is prohibited from initiating, passing, or raising nny one not 
a citizen of this district without firsL obtaining the consent of the CD nearest 
his place of residence, under seal.’ 

I' I believe the amendment would have been adopted, if, instead of the word 
‘citizen,’ the words 1 permanent residenf had been used. 

“ I entirely agree with M.\ W.\ Brother B. B. French, who says : * This is 
a peculiar jurisdiction, it being one where even natives, who have lived from 
infancy to old age, without, perhaps, leaving the District, liave, so far as the 
national elective franchise is concerned, been disfranchised; and persons 
who have come into tho District from States where they have been accustomed 
to exercise that franchise, although actual resident# here in every sense of that 
word, have Bought, while here, to so far keep aloof from active participation in 
matters relating to this city as not to lose the right of voting in tho States from 
whence they came; and some have gone so far as to raise thequestion, whether 
persons who have actually resided here for years under the foregoing described 
circumstances, were residents sufficiently to justify the [Ep here in admitting 
them as candidates for the honors of Masonry. 

“‘My opinion in regard to this question is, that every man who is otherwise 
a proper candidate, who conies into this Masonic jurisdiction with the intention 
of becoming a resident here, may properl v petition to the [S3 here, and, if 
found worthy, be legally admitted here. It is not requisite that a man shall 
vole or pay taxes here, hut ho must be pennanenlli/ hete.’ 

11 If, in its wisdom, this Grand i i should see fit to amend its Constitution, so 
as to prohibit the Subordinate [Gp within its jurisdiction from initiating, pass- 
ing, or raising any one not n permanent resident of the District, without the con- 
sent of the CD nearest to the place of residence of the applicant, under seal, it 
would, in my opinion, not only settle a vexed question and restore harmony of 
feeling between other jurisdictions and our own, but would Rubservethe best, in- 
terests of the Craft here and elsewhere,” 


At the Annual Communication, the following amendment to the 
Constitution was proposed, which lies over one year : 

“ Every IDD is prohibited from initiating any one not a resident of this Dis- 
trict for a period of twelve months, without first having received the consent of 
the CD nearest his place of residence, under seal.” 

The Proceedings of the Grand □ were of local interest. 

P. - . G/. M.‘. Stansbery presented the report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence, in whieh are reviewed the Proceedings of twenty-nine 
American and fourteen foreign Grand [4~i I . Minnesota was not no- 
ticed. ¥e copy his remarks relative to the report of Bro. Worth, 
of Maryland, and Brother Drummond’s comments thereon : 
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ur , 0il ' l . ia3 ; aliC1 ' ‘he opportunity to express many opinions of his 
™ " nd therefor< ’ w , efind little <luote from his report; but 

l SC,S Tu a COri ' eCt th °° r - V 0f the f.mcunns of the Committee on 
Correspondence, which is, to present a comprehensive view of the state of 

SgZ u7 lQDt l K? w ° rld « h - v quoting or condensing the proceedings of 
niter W L^gos makmg few comments, and those of an cxi lanatorv clmr 
cter. We think the reports have too often been made the means of stS 

ndividoL f llm Unng ^ t 0 irres P ons * k, e and injudicious utterances of private 
dmduals the rjuagi endorsement of the Grand Lodges. The fact is that 
these leports are too voluminous to lie read in Grand Lodge, and they are 

m r y - ■ ° n H ta > f ’ aud 0, ' dere(1 to he printed with the proceedings with- 
out revision or alteration. As long as they are confined to the recording of 
acts, no evil can result from this practice ; hut when they are made the vehicles 
becom^fmperltTveJ' ^ ^ “ 4 vimiicti ~- the necessity for revision 

suhinhTin^r 1 06 filSt t ndopled *" M i linc > alld now ill many Grand Lodges, of 
oSeXecIon of Tim a*" tT'V 1 th , e c o. m tncncement of the session, obviates 
or wn me nt seem ; ^ ^bracing merely abstracts without question 

or comment, seem to endorse the proceedings, right or wrone. We believe 
that the discussions of Masonic principles, polity, jurisprudence &e through 
L wrong.” ’ d ° “ UCh *° Ward8 e8tabI,e| hin« what is right and correcting what 

The following is the conclusion of his report : 

^ h ccj u cs 1 1 o ns - Wl 1 1 eh now agitate the minds or Committees oil Correspond- 

fnkmlfnn and ‘ T"“’ r ° 1, ® S , a8 , ,he Physical qualifications of candidate^ for 
“ advaneeineiit ; the causes and remedies of lion-affiliation ; the 
propnet) of keys and ciphers ; the status of Indy Masonry ; Masonic iife insur- 

be ’ n f “tempo rated’; Masonic educational 
institutions , the advisability of a national Masonic congress and a national 
fraud Lodge ; the relations of Masons to the civil government • the negro 

j0Wel 1 ry > ,l ! ,d advertising; and a national Ma- 
sonic university. When we remember the character of the issues which not 
many yearn since, divided the Order, and the spirit in which they were d£- 
tussed, we may well congratulate ourselves on the milder subjects of'discuasion 

ear ieZ, ^ The ""V' 6 ‘'"P'S™! ‘he d STs 

1 lie tendency to uniformity of opinion ia every year becoming 
nioie marked, and to this end the Committees on Correspondence have in a 
great measure contributed, notwitlistanding the acrimony with which their 
when IfewSri! 7 expressed. The reasoning remains and has its effect, 

to the old WernsT Tv >y i'!" 1 ’ have long been healed. The return 

to tlic old 1 internal feeling between brethren estranged by war and the non- 

" '"I,' °usued upon it, is very marked in all 'quarters, and more 
particularly at the Louth. No utterances are more conciliatory more truly 
i toomo in spirit than those which come to us from ™t X IS 

Masons of". ids ! 1,e «wlt, if tl.e three hundred thousand 

ouffiideof.X l m : rte 1,1 MSin ? M ‘heir influence, inside and 

outside, of their rEp, to bring about n restoration of good feeling? Jt is the 
appropriate and worthy work of American Masonry." b 

M.*. W.-. R. B. Donaldson, Grand Master, and R,-. W.\ Noble 
D. Larmer, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


DELAWARE. 

The sixty-fourth Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
Delaware, was held at Wilmington, June 27, 1870. 

Seventeen [jEp represented. Twenty-four on the roll. 

Two dispensations for new pEEp issued during the vear. 

B 
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We give the conclusion of the Grand Master’s address, read by 
the Grand Secretary : 

“ There has been nothing of special interest transpired in our [Ep, working 
uuder the jurisdiction of this Grand r I . since our last Annual Communica- 
tion. They are steadily increasing in membership, and — as far as can be 
expected — of good material.” 

The Grand Master did not pay much attention to Ancient Regu- 
lations in the following decision, relative to the eligibility of the 
Deputy Grand Master : 

“ There being a question raised as to the eligibility of W. F. Godwin, he not 
being a Master of a jri the Grand Master decided that he being G.\ S.\ D.\, 
made him a member of the Grand CD, and consequently he was eligible.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

The receipt of Proceedings of forty-four Grand pEEp is acknowl- 
edged by the Grand Secretary. 

The following is the report of 

“The Committee of Correspondence — not bang able to complete their 
Report in time for the present Communication, but expect to furnish it in a 
Bhort time, request of you permission to have said report printed. 

“Being simply a review of the Proceedings of our sister Grand [Ep, and as 
such report always contains very much of interest to the Craft, your Committee 
offer the above suggestion for your consideration.” 

M. - . W.‘. J. C. McCabe was elected Grand Master, andR. 1 . W. - . 
J. P. Almond re-elected Grand Secretary. 


FLORIDA. 

The fortieth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Florida, 
was held in Jacksonville, January 12, 13, and 14, 1870. 

Four of the seven elective Grand Officers present. Absence of 
the Grand Master was caused by death in his family. 

Twenty-nine pi — | 1 represented ; fifty-nine on the roll. One of the 
District Deputies reported : 

“ I am sorry to have to report the following singular ease, and ask for a de- 
cision of the Grand d] thereon. In 1866, Brother B. F. Elliott was initiated, 
passed, and raised in this cm, while an enlisted man of the U. S. Marine Corps 
in garrison at this station, and was known as Brother Elliott until within a 
year ago, when, as he was altout to bo married, he announced himself as Mr. 
C. B. Stewart. W hen questioned in regard to the matter, he states that for 
sundry good and sufficient reasons, to him best known, he assumed the name of 
Elliott, with which to enlist as above stated, and that at the time he was initia- 
ted, passed, and raised, he was still obliged to bear his assumed name. Noth- 
ing was known of this at the time he was a petitioner to this I I . so that I can 
not see that Naval CD > 3 to blame.” 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence reported the following 
resolution in this case, which was adopted: 

“Resolved, That Naval CD No. 24, be instructed to cause charges to be pre- 
ferred against the brother, and try him in the usual Masonic manner.” 

The Grand CD by resolution adopted the representative system. 
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Appropriate resolutions were adopted, and a memorial page in the 
Proceedings ordered in memory of P. - . G. - . M.-. Thomas Y. Henry, 
a grandson of Patrick Henry. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, presented by the Grand 
Secretary, contains a review of the Proceedings of thirty-nine G. - . 
rEEp. Tie acknowledges the receipt of our reprint, and says : 

“We have had time to give this book hut a mere glance, and find that it con- 
tains a bulk of intellectual Masonry, whose base is larger than that Territory 
itself, and towering like a high mountain in majestic splendor. Among other 
things it contains a history of several attempts to concentrate Masonic authori- 
ty in the United States.” 

And then quotes from our address to the Grand □ in 1858, rela- 
tive to a Masonic Congress, and says : 

“ We should like to see a General Grand '£□’ established, not ‘ Congress.’ 
we like Masonic names for Masonic purposes.” 

We very much fear that neither Brother Dawkins nor the writer, 
will live to see such hopes gratified. So long as the wide-spread 
dissatisfaction with the existing Grand Bodies continues, all efforts 
to create a new one — no matter what the title — will be useless. 

Quoting the resolution adopted by this Grand □ relative to non- 
affiliates, he says : 

“ That’s casting a stigma upon, and ‘ attempting’ to punish the poor, and for 
the most part lukewarm, fellows, for what the Fraternity has allowed them to 
do with impunity. We think that a question of competent jurisdiction may 
properly arise, and that the proper remedy for the evil rests upon the principle 
of dimiting. In granting a dimit the I I . by express terms therein contained, 
should reserve original jurisdiction, and consequent affiliating financial duties, 
until notified of affiliation elsewhere. The factories will then turn out 'a differ- 
ent, and, we think, better article.” 

Of our Grand Master’s address, he says : 

“ The address of Grand Master Nash is a model document of Masonic puri- 
ty and learning. We have not space for it all, and must, therefore, only give 
you a little ‘ gimbled out’ sample.” 

Thanks for complimentary notice of our report of last year. 

M.\ W.\ Samuel Pasco was elected Grand Master, and R. - . W.\ 
D. C. Dawkins, re-elected Grand Secretary. 

GEORGIA. 

The Grand □ of Georgia dates its organization in the year 1735. 
An Annual Communication was held at Macon, October 26, 1869. 

Two hundred and ten pEEp represented ; two hundred and sixty- 
eight on the roll. Three dispensations for new pEEp issued during 
the year. 

The Grand Master made a lengthy address replete with whole- 
some admonitions. We present a few extracts : 

“We boast of the excellence and glory of Freemasonry, and not without 
reason, sg far as its admirable tenets and principles are concerned. But princi- 
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pie is a dead letter, if not reduced to practice. Our strength lies in unity ; but 
we must not forget it is in unity of practice, as well as of principle, that strength 
lies Indiviuiialy, my brethren, in our own lives, must we set forth mid exem- 
plify its excellence and its glory, if we would have Freemasonry to retain its 
time honored reputation. Tis the individual connt added to count that makes 
the aggregate; and the all-seeing Overseer of the spiritual building on which 
we work misses not. one of us. As ‘day unto day utteretk speech, and night 
unto night showeth knowledge,' so should the Freemason, dav bv dav, add Tm- 
t0 mi ea • trlng of guuJ workrt wllich ia to go up ‘for a memorial before God.’ 

1 bore is an apathy among the Craft much to be deplored. Our trouble is 
we make too many members of rgl, mid too few Masons. Complaint of this 
evil comes up from all jurisdictions. IVo have heard it in the past, it assails 
our earn in the present. It assumes all shapes. In one direction wo hear the 
warning that Masonry is getting to be loo popular ; in another (bat rQ are 
being too much and too fust multiplied, and that too mnnv of them think more 
<>r the fees for Degrees than of the good of Masonry ; in another, that the sal- 
utary tise of the ballot ih neglected. All these lire but different inodes of slat- 
ing the same complaint— wu make to many members of rGft and too few Ma- 
sons. 1 he most eommon, as it is tho first and most obvious remedy proposed 
for ithis evil, is a more unsparing use of the black ball. I have no objection 
to this. To a great extent it is the palladium of tho Institution, and 1 would 
advise, encourage, and enforce, if I cotdd, at all times its jndicioiiB use. Hut 1 
am not sure that it is the only remedy. The skillful physician, when he un- 
dertakes the treatment of ilisease, endeavors first to ascertain its cause. Bc- 
move that, and its effect, tho disease, disappears with it. 1 fear the cause of 
tins evil lies much in our own negligent work on the material accepted. To 
take a candidate and pass him hurriedly through the ceremonies of the De- 
grees, with the have recital of tho ritual lectures, and too often with a modicum 
only ot these, will serve to make a member of a CD, but can hardly be expect- 
ed to make a Mason. You place in his bands a key to a lock of must int ricate 
contrivance and many wards, and you fail to instruct him in the use of tho key. 
What, marvel that lie never opens the door? The open sesame has never been 
imparted to him. Something more than this is required. You must enlighten 
linn on the principles of Masonry— its great moral beauty and final saving oh- 
■joct, it will not do to say, oh, he is already prepared in his heart, for that 
heart it you confine it to barren pasturage, will soon full into leanness, and at. 
length die out. No, you must clothe the body of Masonry with its garments of 
beauty; you must make it inviting to the eye, and refreshing to the soul. This 
can not he done by unaided human genius. GeniiiH may array It in the most 
graceful or the most gorgeous habiliments, lait without" the light, from within 
heir hues will remain leaden and dull. And that light must he caught from 
the source opened in our first great light itself. The rays of divinity must 
shine in, and out of, and over it, or it will ho darkness anil riot light,” 

Of the so-called •' side Degrees,” he says : 

“I have been sometimes consulted as to what are called side degrees. I 
have invariably cautioned the brethren, that my opinions as to these are not to 
lie received ns official, as this Grand CD most probably knows them not [ 
agree most heartily with the Grand CD in utterly ignoring these wretched ex- 
crescences. Besides the covert deception they put on the. unwary, who take 
them many times as part .and parcel of Freemasonry, they lend to loosen and 
impair that saertx regard for onr obligations, winch should ever characterize 
the true Mason. 1 hese obligations are ample of themselves for nil wholesome 
purposes, and to increase and multiply them in endiess forms of illegitimate 
ceremonies, can only serve to weaken their sanctity in the eye and heart of the 
Craftsman, and finally destroy bis respect for all obligation. Anil ] would ap- 
ply these remarks to the whole batch ol* them, androgynous and others. They 
arool obnoxious to the same objection. The true Craftsman will find food 
enough for both mind and heart in the lawful fields of pure Freemasonry.” 

Among his decisions we find the following : 

"A petition enee read gives the CD the right to the material presented 
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against all others. A petitioner petitioning another C3, pending his petition 
in one, is guilty of fraud, and deserves rejection at the hands of both. A I — I 
knowingly receiving and acting on the second petition in such case, acta in had 
faith and against the law, and is liable to censure, or, in an extreme case, to 
suspension of charter. But if it do so through ignorance, it should, if required, 
pay the fees to the [3] first petitioned. 

“ Masonry does not require an impossibility, nor should a brother be deprived 
of his privileges through default of others. Therefore, if on applicant for affil- 
iation failing to produce a dimit from the r~l of which he was last a member, 
because of its extinction, has used all diligence to supply the defect by obtain- 
ing the Grand Secretary’s certificate, and that officer neglects or is unable to 
furnish it, he may be affiliated on proof of worthiness, after strict trial and due 
examination. 

“ A Mason once a member of a I I, can become unaffiliate only by dimit, or 
being dropped from the rolls, or excluded from membership for non-payment 
of dues. He may hold his membership wherever he chooses, in another State, 
or in a foreign country ; and so long as he is recognized, and continues a mem- 
ber of his CZ] in that State or country, he remains an affiliated Mason, though 
residing here, and is not subject to the provision of the Constitution.” 

He notices the detath of R.\ W.". Simri Rose, who was for twen- 
ty-four years Grand Secretary, and of R.‘. WV. G. L. Barry, P.-. 
D.\ G.-. M.-. 

The transactions were of local interest. 

R.'. W. - . J. Emmett Blackshear, the Grand Secretary appointed 
in place of Bro. Rose, deceased, presented the report on Foreign 
Correspondence, comprising one hundred and twelve pages, contain- 
ing a review of the Proceedings of thirty-nine American Grand [jEEp 
and one Foreign. Minnesota receives a lengthy notice. Thank 
you, Bro. Blackshear, for the compliment paid to our report, and 
also for a copy of the Foreign Correspondence Committee’s report of 
G eorgia- 

We can only present from it the following : 


“ THEY REST FROM THEIR LABORS.” 

They rest from their labors. — How sweet their repose, 
How gently they sleep after life’s peaceful elose ; 

No cures to molest them — to mar the delight 

01 their slumbers ; their dreams are all joyous and bright. 

All 1 laborer ne’er from the toils of the day, 

Yet rested as calmly, as sweetly ns they. 

They rest from their labors— Well skiUed in our art 
Each true to his duties, performed well his part. 

In the t[ uarries without, or our Bacred retreat, 

No design left unfinished, no stone incomplete. 

Their toils are now ended — from earth they have passed, 

Yet bright were their working tools kept to the last. 

They rest from their labors. — Their wages are due, 
Their work by the Grand Master’s test is found true— 

True to the Plumb-Line of justice and right, 

To the Level, on which all good Masons unite, 

To the Square of morality, virtue and love, 

And their wages are paid in the Temple above. 
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They best from their labors. — Farewell for a time ! 

Through the last ceremonials, solemn, sublime, 

Of that Higher Degree, ye have now passed before ; 

We too must soon follow — must pass through the door 
Of Death, into scenes most enchantingly bright, 

To the throne of Jehovah, whose presence is Light. 

O then may we all be permitted at last, 

When preparedj wo the Grand Tyler Death shall have past, 

To join in the rites of the Grand Lodge above, 

Whoso Degrees are the essence, perfection of Love ; 

With archangel to unite in thanksgiving and praise, 

To the Holiest of Holies — the Ancient of Days. 

In conclusion he says : 

“Freemasonry is indeed ‘ a beautiful system of morality,’ presenting ns its 
motto the golden rule, ‘ Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, 
that do ye also unto them.’ When this injunction is literally obeyed by the 
brotherhood at large, then will have been accomplished the noble purpose for 
which the Institution was designed. Then will Freemasonry — deprived of the 
sickly hue of empty professions and broken faith— stand forth in the bloom of 
healthful vigor, pouring into the bosomB of the bereaved her bountiful streams 
of sympathy and love. Then will Charity, unrestrained, perform her God-like 
mission. Then will indeed be dried the widow’s tears, hushed the orphan’s 
wail, and the cry of distress from the suffering poor be heard no more hi the 
land.” 

God speed the day when every brother’s 
Faith shall by Ins works bo shown ; 

When each, in truth, shall every other’s 
Interest cherish ns his own. 

Then will the olden, fond ideal — 

The cherished dream of prophets sage, 

Become a bright elysium real ; 

Then for the chosen Sons of Light, 

On earth will bloom an Eden bright, 

Aye ! then will come the Goldeh Age.” 

M.'. ~W.\ Samuel Lawrence, Grand Master, re-elected, and 
R.’. W.’. J. E. Blackshear was elected Grand Secretary; his report 
gives evidence that he will be an efficient one. 


INDIANA. 

The fifty-third Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Indiana 
was held at Indianapolis, May 24th, 25th and 26th, 1870. 

Three hundred and ninety-two pEEp represented. Four hundred 
and five on the roll. 

Seventeen dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is of local interest. 

In Indiana they have a joint Committee on Charters, Dispensa- 
tions and Grievances. This committee holds its session at the 
Grand Secretary’s office, some days before the meeting of the Grand 
EH. The By-Laws of pt~~i I, and all changes or proposed amend- 
ments, are submitted to this committee. An examination of their 
report discloses the fact that even in the oldest pEEp in the State, 
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errors are committed for a want of knowledge of the provisions of 
the Constitution. If the oldest pEEp in an old State like Indiana, 
incorporate violations of the Constitution in their By-Laws, is it 
reasonable to suppose that our pEEp are exempt ? "We would respect- 
fully recommend a committee on the part of this Grand l I , whose 
duty it should be to examine and report upon the By-Laws of each 
of its Subordinates. 

The committee reported the following singular case : 

“latjbel lodge, no. 29. 

“From the address of the M.\ W.\ Grand Master, as well as from the papers 
presented to us, iu the matter of complaint against the W.'. Master of this I I . 
we learn that at a Stated Communication of the r~l . held on the 17th day of 
April, 1870, a ballot was had on a pelilion for initiation, when two negative 
votes appearing, the W.*. Master, in violation of the laws of the Grand dl, 
ordered a second ballot to be had. On the second ballot, thore still appearing 
two negative votes, the W.'. Master proceeded to dose the I I . and the mem- 
bers dispersed, about one-half of those present returning to their homes. The 
others, with the W.'. Master and Secretary then returned, opened the I I . took 
a third ballot, declared the candidate elected, and then proceeded to initiate 
him in this irregular manner; and then after his initiation, proceeded to spread 
the ballot again, and declared him elected to the second degree of Masonry. 

“ With such a statement of facts before us, we might rationally begin to 
have some doubts as to whether we are really living in a civilised age, where 
the sacredness of obligations are revered, or whether we may not yet be 
living in the barbarous ages of the past, where might alone was considered 
right. 

“That there is found within the jurisdiction of this Grand r~l . a Mason who 
has so little regard for his obligations to not only stand to and abide by, but 
also to support nod maintain the laws, rules and regulations of the Order, as 
to so wantonly violate them, as the W.\ Master of Laurel I I No. 29 has done 
in the ease now beforo us, may well challenge the degree of civilization we 
claim to have arrived at. 

“The only excuse offered for such outrageous conduct upon the part of the 
W.\ Master, is that he knew he was violating his obligations, as well as the 
laws of the Grand I I , yet he could see no other way by which the applicant 
could be made a Mason. 

“ We are much pleased to learn that the M.\ W.\ Grand Master has exer- 
cised his authority by promptly removing him from his office, and we trust it 
will be long before any one who has so little regard for the obligations resting 
upon him, will again be placed in a position where he can so wantonly violate 
the rules of the Order, and inflict upon the body of MaBonry such an outrage, 

“ We therefore recommend that the action of the M.\ W.‘. Grand Master, in 
removing Brother Israel Burris from the office of W.\ Master of Laurel r I. 
No. 29, be, and the same iB hereby approved, and further, that it is his duty to 
speedily put the said Burris upon trial before his I 1 . upon proper charges 
and specifications, for his grossly unmasonic conduct, that the penalty justly 
due the moral turpitude may be meted out to him.” 

We notice from the report of the committee that in the jurisdic- 
tion of Indiana it only required a majority vote of the members pres- 
ent in a Subordinate □ to expell a brother. There may he, but, 
' as far as our knowledge extends, no other Grand □ allows such 
procedure. We had supposed that it required at least a two-third 
vote. In the instance before us the vote stood twenty-two for ex- 
pulsion, and eighteen against. 
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In another case the committee saj : 

. ^ t 1 are of opinion that no subordinate I I lias the right to impugn or call 

in question the action of theM.\ W.'. G.\ M.\, or any authority duly appoint- 
ed by him under the Laws and General Regulations of this Grand | — i .” 


Sound law, but often forgotten in practice. 

Brother John Caven presented a report on the trouble between 
the Grand CD of Louisianna, and the Grand Orient of France ; our 
Giand CH took action on this matter at its last Communication, 
hut as this report contains much historical information, we present 
portions of it : 


_ ^ , ' 1 "' committee on I oreign Correspondence, to whom was referred so much 
ofthe V\ orslupful Grand Cluster’s address as relates to the trouble between the 
Grand fp of Louisiana and the Grand Orient of France, growing out of a 
recognition hv the hitter body of a spurious Supreme Council conferring the 
Symbolic Degrees of Masonry within the jurisdiction of the Grand O of 
Louisiana, have had the same under consideration, and now respectfully report 


In f ranee cxiBt two distinct Grand Masonic bodies, the ‘Grand Orient’ 
and the Supreme Council,’ both practicing the A.\ and A.\ B.\ Rite, lVon’i 
A.\ to 1 hirty-third, inclusive, and both independently chartering Subor- 
dinate bodies, and both recognizing each other as legitimate, and both hereto- 
fore recognized by the Grand [HI of F.\ and A.\ Masons, and by the Grand 
Orients of the A.-, and A.'. S.\ Rite of the world. 

"The first CD of York Rite Masons in Louisiana was formed in 1793 
under a charter granted by the Grand □ of South Carolina. The second r~ I 
was established in 1794, working after the Scottish Rite, and chartered by the 
Grand O of Marseilles, and conferred tile Symbolic and Inellitble degrees, 
Uthor^ftp working after the York Kite were afterword charterer! l»v the 
Grand (LgJ ol 1 cnnsylvniiia and New York; Louisiana then being Masonic 
territory and belonging to a foreign Power, and [HI seem to have been estab- 
lished without objection by any Grand CU that chose to grant a charter, hut 
remaining politically under the French Government until 1800, and then 
under the l< rencli Government until 1803, when the French Government ceiled 
it to the United States, and the American flag was first raised in New Orleans, 
December 20th, 1 803. ’ 

1 lie various Subordinate [Ep of the \ ork Rite, by their representatives, 
June 11, 1812, organized a Grand □ for the State of Louisiana. 

June 19t,h, 1813, a Consistory, Thirty-second Degree A/, and A.-. S.\ Rite 
and working the Symbolic and Ineffable Degrees, was instituted at New Orleans' 
deriving charter from the Supreme Council, having its Grand East at New 
York. N. Y., and the previously organized Scottish Kiets rSJ came under its 
jurisdictions 

“January 10th, 1833, the Grand |^j of Louisiana proposed to the Grand 

Consistory that, the Grand i | would constitute within iLs bosom a special 

chamber for the Symbolic Degrees of the A.-, and A,-, B.\ Rite, on condition 
that tile Consistory would divest itself of tlie right to confer the Symbolic 
Dtgr<?e«. which proposition, on the 2Sth day of January, the Grand Con History 
accepted, and a sp ecial chamber for the Scottish Kite was created in the bosom 
of the Grand | — |, and the Consistory ceased working in the Symbolic Degrees, 
ami commencing at the Fourth Degree; and the Scottish Chamber thereafter 
chartered all the Symbolic g) for which petitions were presented, and the pre- 
viously existing Subordinate Scottish Rite rH surrendered their charters to 
the Grand Consistory, and received new charters from the Scottish Symbolic 
Chamber of the Grand [ — ) . 

October 27, 1839, a Supremo Council of the A.', and A.*. S.\ Rite was estab- 
lished at *ew Orleans, by the Marquis deSantagelo, which Council was recog- 
nized by the Grand Orient of France, as was also the Grand □ of Louisiana, 
and the urand Orient held Masonic correspondence with both. 
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n Ir ?. IS . 50, n couv t ent ion of the Symbolic (§1 of Louisiana was held, and a 
Constitution was adopted, providing that the Grand □ of Louisiana could 
thereafter establish no other gl than those of Free nnd Accepted Masons, pro- 
leasing exclusively the York Kite, and by a communication of March 5, 1850, 
S0 Supreme Council of Louisiana. 

“ TIie A -'- A.-. ,S.\ Rite [El then returned their Charters to the Grand 

CZJ, and the Supreme Council, by a decree of September 20, 1850, resumed 
authority over the Symbolic Degrees of tlie A. 1 , nnd A.', B.\ Rite, and issued 
new charters to the bodies left without a government by the notion of the Grand 
CD, and lor a time the two organizations continued independently of eacii oth- 
er to exercise jurisdiction over and charter Subordinate rfcp to confer the Sym- 
bolic Degrees. J 

, j] 1 ? Supreme Council A and A. - . S.\ Rite, for the southern jurisdiction of 

the United States, was established in 1801, having its Grand Orient at Charles- 
ton, and when Lousiana became a territory of the United States, in 1803, the 
Untunes ton Council claimed that jurisdiction accrued to her over the A.', and 
A." Rite in Lonsinnu, and that the establishment of a Grand Consistory in 1813 
by the Aew York Supreme Counoi I, was illegal and void, and lienee refused to 
recognize it. 

“ The two bodies, however, desiring to secure harmony and unity, and ter- 
minate the conflict by a concordat between them of February 0th and 17th, 1855 
the Louisiana Supreme Council ‘bv the voluntary act of its members, ceased 
lorever to exist, nnd all the rights and prerogatives heretofore assumed by the 
Biml Supreme Council were thereby surrendered in perpetuity to the Supreme 
Council sitting at Charleston,’ and the articles of Union were signed by the 
Grand Commander, Lieutenant Commanders, and Secretaries General of the 
two Councils. 

Some members, however, of the Louisiana Council, refused to recognize 
the validity of the foregoing concordat of union, nnd held a meeting, mid on 
October 7 Lh, 1856, protested against the same, and declared the Louisiana Su- 
preme Council still in existence; and at a special meeting, April 22, 1857, 
elected new officers, and James FoulhoUsie was elected Grand Commander, he 
having been created an Inspector General 33d by the Grand Orient of Franco, 
September 27, 1815. ’ 

The Charleston Supreme Council, March, 20, 1858, declared the Council or- 
~y I'onlhouste, to be spurionS, and expelled him from the Order. 

,i i.i i 111 Orient of France, June 7, 1858, addressed a communication to 
the Charleston Supreme Council, declaring that the Condordat. of Union be- 
tween the Councils of Charleston and Louisiana wtis regular, and that the 
Oraud Orient ol France ncfpiicscod implicitly in the same, and also n communi- 
cation of dale June 1, 1858, in which it is declared, that the Grand Orient of 
1* lance recognizes the authority ol the Charleston Supreme Council most ex- 
plicitly and to the fullest extent, and on the -lib of August, 1858, the Grand 
Orient transmitted to Illustrious Brother Foulhoimie, copies of the above 
named decretals, and accompanied by the following communication.” 


We omit the commmunication. 


. This communication was replied to with insults, whereupon the Grand 
Orient, at. a Convocation held February 4, 1855), after reciting that the various 
decrees anti bal ustres in tlie premises hud been examined, the Grand Orient 
proceeded to decree that Brother Foulhouaie by “tlie conduct in which be 
persists, constitutes a flagrant violation of his engagements towards the Grand 
Unhand a forfeiture of honor, and with unanimity decide, 

First.. 1 bat the name ot James Foulhouaie is tor the present, and for all 
time, erased from the Book of Gold. 

i That the Patent of G, I. Gen. 33d Degree, conferred upon him by 

™ ent of France - September 27, 1,845, is mill and of no effect. 

Third. That notice by official bulletin, of this decision, shall lie given to all 
Ktt °> Bus obedience, that they Khali refuse admission to their temples of ail 
Masons bearing titles emanating from the pretended power of which Mr. Foul- 
liousie calls bttnself (lie Chief. 

Fourth. That communication of this decision shall be addressed by the 
C 
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Grand Officer of Honor of the Order charged with the correspondence, etc., to 
all the Masonic powers of the globe, etc.’ 

“ This Louisiana Supreme Council was denounced as spurious by the Grand 
i i of Louisiana, and by both the Supreme Councils for the northern and 
southern jurisdiction, and its members were not recognized as Masons any- 
where. 

“ The two Supreme Councils of the United States do not permit the Symbolic 
Degree to be conferred in A.', and A.'. S.'. Rite [Dp within the jurisdiction of 
a Grand I i of the York Rite, but require petitioners for the A. - , and A.'. 
Degrees to be Master Masons in good standing. 

1 Nevertheless, the Grand Orient of France, did, on the 5th day of Novem- 
ber, 1868, in complete stultification of all its former action, recognize said pre- 
tended Louisiana Supreme Council, avowing reasons therefor as follows : ’De- 
sirous of giving the said Supreme Council a token of our fraternal sympathy, 
and to encourage it as far as lies in our power, in the philantbropical course 
upon which it has entered by opening the doors of its temples to all men who 
may be deemed worthy of initiation, without regard to nationality, race, or 
color.’ ” 


Among the resolutions reported by the committee, and adopted 
by the Grand CD, we select the first, second, and fifth. 

''Resolved, That the Grand i i of Indiana recognizes the Grand I I of Lou- 
isia na as the only legal Masonic authority iu the State of Louisiana, havingju- 
risdiclion over tne symbolic Degrees of Freemasonry.” 

“ Resolved, That a certain body pretending to be Masons, and styling them- 
selves^ ‘ The Supreme Council of the A.', and A.‘. S.'. Rite in and for the sover- 
eign State of Louisiana,’ is a spurious and clandestine body. 

“ Resolved, That we recognize the cause of the G.'. I l of Louisiana as onr cause 
and the causeof the Masonic world, mid that the jurisdiction of the Grand CD of 
Louisiana must be imperatively upheld, and that all Masonic intercourse with 
the Grand Orient of France is hereby dissolved, and all [~Ep and Masons under 
this obedience are hereby forbidden to receive as visitors or bold Masonic in- 
tercourse With any Mason owing allegiance to said Grand Orient of France, or 
any Masonic body under its jurisdiction.” 

Brother Caven, from the same committee, made the most elabo- 
rate report we have yet seen on the question of the legality of the 
Grand CD of Quebec, and we shall use his report when we reach 
the Proceedings of that body. 

For a number of years past the Proceedings of the various Grand 
rLq J received by the Grand CD of Indiana, have been referred to 
the Grand Master, expecting of him to perform the duties of a com- 
mittee on Foreign Correspondence, and incorporate the report in 
his address, that is now changed and a committee has been appoint- 
ed from whom we shall doubtless hear at the next communication. 

M. - . ’W’.'. Martin W. Rice, Grand Master, and R.\ AW. John 
M. Bramwell, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


ILLINOIS. 

The twenty-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of 
Illinois, was held at Springfield, October 5th, 6th, and 7th, 1869. 

Four hundred and fifty-seven rEEp represented ; six hundred and 
eight en the roll. 
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Twenty three dispensations for new [~fc~i J were issued during the 
year. 

The address of the Grand Master is a lengthy document, mainly 
devoted to local matters, and well sustains the Grand Master Rey- 
nold’s reputation as an indefatigable worker. He reviews the con- 
dition of the Graft in the jurisdiction with great nlinuteness, and his 
suggestions are all practical and to the point. 

We present a few extracts from the address: 

_ “The matters of mendicity and imposture have assumed alarming propor- 
tions, and demand a sturdy resistance, and stringent measures to prevent them. 

“I would therefore recommend that all worshipful and all acting Masters, be 
required to enforce the 7th and 15th charges to a Master elect, according to 
their literal meaning, and that no contribution in money be given to persons 
representing themselves ns Masons, by either [SI or brethren, unless they hold 
a certificate of membership of recent date fronithe CD in which they are mem- 
bers, or upon oilier indisputable evidence outside from the test and examination. 

“ Enough money has been filched from our (§1 and brethren within the last 
five years to buy farms and homes for our poor, to build seminaries and endow 
them for the education of our destitute orphan children. 

“ This recommendation may seem to be harsh, perhaps it is, but the emergency 
is great, and honesty and charity demand that these pests hi society be driven 
from our borders. 

*******#*■#■ 

“ It is also highly proper to contribute liberally to the relief of indigent Ma- 
sons, their widows, and orphans; to extend relief cheerfully and promptly to 
communities oppressed by general calamity of famine, hut the practice of ask- 
ing assistance, in a general way, from or brethren to build or furnish halls 
in other States, or to grant general relief to brethren who have suffered busi- 
ness reverses by misfortune or casualty, is not commendable, and should bo dis- 
countenanced. 1 would therefore recommend that a regulation be made that 
no application for gciierid relief shall be entertained by rEp . except in cases of 
urgent necessity, without the consent of the Grand CD or the Grand Master. 
The papers on this subject are also referred to the general committee.” 

The proper committee reported in accordance with this, and the 
Grand CD endorsed the report. 

Of gift enterprises, he truly says ; 

“ Gift enterprises of the very best character have no good traits to recom- 
mend them. However fairly and honorably they may be conducted, they are 
schemes of chance, and are seductive temptations to invest money where there 
is not one reasonable prospect in fifty of an equitable return. Masonry is a 
system of morality, and never lends its aid to immoral speculations or demor- 
alising transactions. Hence, any attempt to give popularity or strength to gift 
enterprises by appeals to Masons or Masonic societies, or by reference to them 
in their Masonic character, iscntirely wrong, andshould lie positively forbidden, 
and any violation of such regulation should he followed by expulsion.” 

The Grand CD endorsed the views of the Grand Master by the 
adoption of the following : 

“ Resolved, That this Grand CD views with abhorrence, any attempt on the 
part of |Ep, or members of d=p , to give the aid of Masonry in organized or in- 
dividuaTlorm, to any lottery or gift enterprise ; and that it will sustain any CD 
in any reasonable punishment inflicted upon its members for such an offence. 

On the question of Grand CD sovereignty, M.*. W.‘. Bro. Rey- 
nolds thus tersely and_squarely states the true idea ; 
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Muck discussion has been had in regard to the admission to visit our rEp of 
sundry persons belonging to spurious bodies claiming to be Masonic, and like- 
wise claiming co-ordinate jurisdiction with the Grand [Q in this country. The 
greater contains the less, and the whole question, without regard to race or 
color, is at once settled by the positive and well-established law in the United 
Ktates that but one Grand rEp can rightfully exist in any State, territory or dis- 
trict, and that such Grand CD is so far sovereign that no CD can exist within 
it« jurisdiction without its express warrant, and that all expulsions or suspen- 
sions by its subordinates, are expulsions and suspensions in eveiy grade of Ma- 
sonry. If we desire to preserve the principles of Masonry pure and uncontam- 
lnated, Grand | — | sovereignty must be defended and preserved at any cost and 
sacnnce. 


On this subject the following was adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand i i hereby interdict all recognition of all per- 
sons. claiming to hail from HED within the bonds of the United States, or of 
British America, unless said [Ep are directly subordinate to the Grand rEp in 
coi i espondence with this GranaBody, in the State, Territoiw, dominion or dis- 
trict from whence they hail.” 


From his decisions, confirmed by the G-rand Lodge, we select the 
following : 

An applicant for the honors of Masonry, petitions for membership as well 
as for the Degrees, and when raised to the third Degree, be is a member of the 
CD which elected him. Signing the By-Laws is an important act of identity, 
but ts not indispenable to membership.” 


Suppose the book containing the By-Laws and signatures were 
not in the CD room on the evening of a raising, must the brother 
be deprived of the rights of membership by the fault of the Secre- 
tary ? We have known very many instances where the newly 
raised brother has approached the Secretary’s desk to sign the By- 
Laws, and has been told by that officer that the book was not 
present, some other time would do just as well. 

We hold that the intention, in such instances, was equivalent to 
the act, and that the brother from that time forward was entitled to 
all the privileges of membership. 

We endorse M.-. W.-. Bro. Reynolds’ decision. 

Of this decision the Oregon Committee says: 

“ We differ. If there were but seven Masons acting as a CD, and not one 
of them had signed a By-Law, what would constitute membership? What 
would bind them ? Are not articles of agreement necessary iu such cases ? 
A charter empowers them to act when tliev get together: but what is to bring 
them together and regulate them when collected into a body? Can a brother 
be tried for violating a By-Law never signed by him ? No person is bound by 
a By- 1, aw until be signs it, or adopts it in some binding form.” 

Has not a M.*. M.*, adopted the By-Laws in a “binding form,’ 
or are not obligations regarded as binding in Oregon ? 

"Every candidate for initiation must have the limbs, members and senses 
that a man ought to have. Tlie fixed and unchangeable landmarks of Masonry 
regard neither the maimiM-, time, place or cause of dismemberment, disfigure- 
ment, mutilation or disability. The fact alone, like the law, is to govern a 
Mason.” 

Objection by a member of l , I A. to the initiation or advancement of a can- 
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didate in CD B. is not imperative, but is entitled to full consideration, and 
even delay, when necessary to a dispassionate examination.” 

Exactly. Reasons given should have equal weight with an 
unknown black-ball. 

The following was adopted : 

“ Resolved, That our German brethren are entitled to an overseer, or lecturer 
of their i~Ep , who can speak fluently and understand their language, as a 
matter of justice, demanded alike by their numbers and the interests of this 
Grand I — I .” 

This Grand CD has an elective officer styled “ Grand Orator 
we find in the Proceedings a very eloquent address by that officer, 
Bro. Robbins. 

By an amendment to its By-Laws the Grand CD is removed from 
Springfield and located in Chicago. 

The Grand CD devoted half an hour to hearing an address of 

Mrs. , in behalf of “the claims of the Mississippi Orphans’ 

Home.” The collections amounted to $111.65. 

In our report of 1869, we quoted secs. 81 and 82 of the By-Laws 
of the Grand CD of Illinois ; a proposition had been made to repeal 
the sections ; the committee reported against, and the vote stood 
858 to 242, in. support of the committee. In 1868 the proposition 
was again made ; in 1869 the vote stood for repeal, 263 ; against, 
529 ; the amendment was again renewed for action in 1870. 

A Montana committee some years since advanced the dogma that 
whenever a G. - . CD declared parties ineligible to receive the Degrees 
of Masonry, by reason of politics, religion, nationality, race or color, 
then to such parties the territory or jurisdiction was vacant, and 
consequently the' organization of pEp for the benefit of such par- 
ties could not be deemed clandestine. If that dogmq, is correct, how 
can certain associations in Illinois be pronounced clandestine in 
view of sections 81 and 82, and the resolution above quoted adopt- 
ed at the session of 1869. 

Last year the Grand CD reversed the judgment of acquittal by a 
CD, revoked its charter, and sent themase to another CD for trial. 
The latter acquitted the accused, and at the next session the Grand 
I I expelled the accused. 

We believe that the Grand CD should have acted the previous 
year instead of sending the case to another CD. 

What is the difference between the Grand CD expelling a party 
or ordering it to be done by a Subordinate? 

This case has some significance in this State — if Masons listen to 
reason instead of prejudice. 

An admirable report on Foreign Correspondence was presented 
by Brother Joseph Robbins. The Proceedings of thirty-nine Amer- 
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ican, and eight foreign Grand pEp are reviewed. Minnesota re- 
ceives a lengthy notice. 

Of Brother McMasters’ address he says : 

“The orator evidently considers the traditions of the Fraternity the moat re- 
liable testimony as to its origin. He fixes it definitely at the building of the 
temple. We don’t propose to discuss the question, but we hope the day has 
gone by when so-called ‘ Lights’ in Masonry are to gravely agree that it is of 
antediluvian age. Hereafter we hope that even Enoch will be allowed to rest 
in peace.” 

We are one of those who believe that the ceremonies, &c., are not 
all that is in Masonry. We flatter ourselves that we long since de- 
monstrated that many of the ceremonies, and symbols, and the legend, 
used in what is now termed Masonry, were in use thousands of years 
before the building of Solomon’s Temple — used in secret associa- 
tions, and to teach the same dogmas. 

The immortality of the soul is an enigma in the Old Testament 
only understood by aid of the New ; but it was taught long before 
the time of Moses by the use of the same, or a similar, symbol to 
that used by Masons. 

So, too, of other dogmas, now almost universally believed by man, 
first publicly taught with the “ new law,” were, way back in the 
pre-historic period, taught by the same ceremonies and symbols now 
made use of by Masons for the same purposes. While the legend 
itself can be legitimately traced to a period long anterior to that in 
which Abraham left “ Ur of the Chaldees,” we don’t exactly 
see why those who have studied Masonry as a science, who have 
compared its ceremonies with those practiced in secret associations 
thousands of years ago; who have traced its symbols through the 
dim vista of the past and have given to the world some of the re- 
sults of their investigations, should be stigmatized with the term 
“ so called ‘lights’ in Masonry.” 

But such is human nature, and even Masons can not rise above 
its idiosyncracies. 

Of the address of Grand Master Nash, he says : 

It shows that while its author has a poetical temperament he can grasp the 
details of business with a firm hand.” 

To his question, “ Will Brother Pierson tell us whether it is held 
in Minnesota that a Past Master being present, a dl may be law- 
fully opened in the absence of the Master and Whrdens ?” we 
answer, no, most assuredly not. 

The resolution recognizing the Grand □ of Nova Scotia, luas 
adopted ; so also with the others alluded to, notwithstanding the fact 
does not so appear in the printed Proceedings. 

Commenting on our report of 1869, he says : 
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“ To ‘ new fangled rites,’ and the familiarity of too many Masons with their 
printed rituals, and not to a praiseworthy desire for uniformity, is the prevail- 
ing laxity of sentiment on the subject of keys and cyphers to be attributed. 
How could it be otherwise when young Masons are taught that these illegiti- 
mate rites are ‘ higher Degrees’ ? Can it be wondered at that the example of 
‘high Masons’ should have its effect upon those who have been taught to look 
up to them by those in exalted positions in Ancient Craft Masonry ?” 

Does Brother Robbins class the Royal Arch and Templar’s sys- 
tem as “ illegitimate rites” ? as they certainly are “ new fangled" 
the latest production of any of the rites that are cultivated to any 
extent. But we do not here propose to enter into a defence of the 
“ higher Degrees” — we think we understand to what rite he alludes 
— suffice to say that some of them in ceremonial are older than the 
ceremonial as at present practiced in what he terms “ Ancient Craft 
Masonry.” 

We believe in uniformity of ceremonial, but all experience has 
proved that where uniformity of language is assiduously sought af- 
ter, other matters of more importance are lost sight of. Hours, 
days and weeks are spent in teaching the young Mason a precise set 
of words ; he visits another jurisdiction, and is at least puzzled, if not 
rejected, which he is apt to be if the same preciseness has been in- 
culcated as at home. 

Pennsylvania, which has the oldest work on this continent, and 
which retains the work as first introduced in this country, has been 
obliged to appeal to her sister Grand pEp, to permit her members 
to visit without exacting of them a knowledge of rituals which are 
not taught in that State, and yet there is no particular difference in 
the ceremonial. Again, what does the European Mason know of 
our rituals ? 

We are not opposed to rituals, but where so much stress is laid 
on precise uniformity of language, the young Masonic mind is apt to 
be misled to believe that that which he has learned is the only 
genuine Masonry, and acts accordingly. We are perfectly aware 
that we are not on the popular side on this question, but our opin- 
ions are the result of much study and some experience, and we can 
not forego them, until convinced of error. 

Will Brother Robbins please inform us what is “ legitimate Ma- 
sonry” ? We have always supposed that that was “ legitimate Ma- 
sonry,” and those were legitimate Masonic Degrees which inculcat- 
ed man’s duty to his Creator, his country, his neighbor, and to him- 
self. That true Freemasonry sought to develop the intellect, to 
expand the mind, to elevate the standard of morality, to reform so- 
ciety, to eradicate vice, ignorance, error, superstition, and bigotry. 
Pledged to education, fraternity and toleration — its object, to in- 
crease the happiness of man on earth by making him wiser and bet- 
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ter. Any system which inculcates these and their kindred maxims, 
is “legitimate Masonry,” whether the Degrees are called “ higher” 
or lower, or whether their rituals are printed or not. 

Thank you, Brother Robbins, for calling attention to an error in 
a former report; we did not notice the word “ suspended,” striking 
it out, our position is correctly stated. 

In 1868 the Grand □ of California adopted the following : 

Resolved, That no i_ | in this jurisdiction shall bury with Masonic honors, 
any Mason who has committed suicide.” 

We quote Bro. Robbins’ comments on the resolution : 

If we were to admit, which we do not, that a person of sound mind might 
take lus owu life, it would not change the undeniable fact that many suicides are 
insane. To deny such an one the rights of Masonic burial is of a piece with 
the cruel treatment of this imlortuiiato class iu days — which we had hoped had 
gone by forever in all civilized countries— when they were supposed to be pos- 
sessed of devils I That insanity is as truly a disease as small-pox, we supposed 
was well known to men of less intelligence than those composing the Grand i — i 
of California. Surely, it would seem that the greater a brother’s misfortune 
the more Btrougly we should be bound to him ; and no merely physical disease 
can he such a misfortune as that which lays hold of the very centers of intelli- 
gence and all'ection, darkens the soul, and shuts out God himself.” 

New York has a provision, 

“That a candidate from another jurisdiction must reside there one year be- 
fore initiation, unless consent be obtained from the authorities at his last place 
of residence.” 


Brother Robbins takes exception, 

“ ° n the ground that territorial jurisdiction ceases absolutely on a bona fide 
removal.” 


In reply the New York committee say: 

“To adopt this view of the ease would be to set the whole matter back to the 
contusion existing before the adoption of the twelve months rule. 

Ail llluioiH man, believing that his petition would stand no chance athome, 
has only to make a bom fide removal across the line, secure the Dem-ees and 
then move hack. ’ 

“ Aa ■'!“ abstract question of law, it is to be admitted that actual removal 
from a given territory vacates the residence, but, to prevent all caiwe of com- 
plaint, we make it take a year to acquire a residence among us. We provide 
however, that this may he shortened by the consent of the only parties likely to 
have any interest in the matter, or to complain of invasion ; that is the l — l 
nearest the last place of residence of the candidate.” 

One further extract, and we reluctantly leave Illinois. Relative 
to reports of committees on addresses of Grand Masters, lie says : 

We have seen reports from such committees — indeed, we confess to having 
bad a hand in the preparation of such a report, when we were younger than we 
are now— that were little less than essays on jurisprudence, finance, grievance, 
the ritual, and personal differences, all complete in one not very small volume 
If such reports were harmless in every direction save in the expense of print- 
ing, it would ho cruel to deprive their authors of this, perchance their onlv op- 
portunity, of airing themselves before the Grand o, but they cover positive 
evil Inal of legislation by indirection. This evil is a crying one in Masonry and 
its opportunities ought to he circumscribed, not multiplied. The Grand Mas- 
ter makes many recommendations in the course of a long address, many more 
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than one committee can consider properly in the brief time allotted to them. 

Damn him at a venture,’ said Charles Lamb of an utter stranger, whose vir- 
tues were under discussion. Much in the same way, these special committees 
who have time simply to nllude to the topics touched upon bv the Grand Mas- 
ter, recommend that die recommendations be adopted. The’ report, in whleh 
this is repeated a score of times, is noted upon as a whole, frequently, perhaps 
generally, without consideration, and thus law is made by the wholesale. Proba- 
bly tile first intimation tlint even a majority of the members of the Grand l — I 
then present have of the existence of such law, is months afterwards, when it 
begins to crop out in tlie decisions of the Grand Master. True, they ought to 
have known what they were doing, but it is an evil, inseparable from the meth- 
od, that they do not. Let us have no legerdemain in Masonry, by which those 
who have less familiarity with parliamentary methods, their knowledge of the 
general principles of Masonic law, may be induced to vote against their own 
convictions.” 


M.-. WV. Harmon G. Reynolds, Grand Master, and R.-. W.-. 
Orlin H. Miner, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


IOWA. 

The twenty-seventh Annual Communication of the Grand CD of 
Iowa was held at Davenport, commencing June 7th, 1870, and con- 
tinuing three davs. 

One hundred and forty-three pEEp represented ; two hundred and 
sixty-two on the roll. 

Twenty-six dispensations for new ctxxp J issued during the year. 

Even, Masonic bodies are not exempt from the operations of 
prejudice, passion, and ignorance. But Masons will not hesitate to 
retrace their steps when an error has been committed. 

We copy from the excellent address of the Grand Master : 

Eighteen years. ago, the Grand i i ol Iowa adopted a report on Foreign 
Correspondence, which embodied and endorsed the action of the Grand j — i of 
New York, declaring that the ‘ exclusion of persons of the negro race, in in ac- 
cordance with Masonic law and the ancient charges and regulations ’ and also 
declaring it ‘.not proper to initiate them into our HES.’ Also, at, the same time 
it was declared ‘ inexpedient, as a general rulo, to initiate persons of (lie Indian 
race, or constitute [fEp among them.’ 

“ I am Unable to find, in any Masonic law outside of this edict, any color of 
authority for this declaration. On the contrary, everything that can be con- 
strued to bear upon the question as it then existed, relates to the bondsman and 
not to his race. We have always and everywhere been taught that Masonrv is 
universal ; that the ancient Craft has ever come through various rites and mys- 
teries far removed from each other, and that some of the most affecting inci- 
dents in its history are found in the unexpected discovery of a true brother in 
tiie land of the stranger and the enemy. It is among our well established il- 
lustrations of the universality of Masonry, that our brethren have been rescued 
from the stake by a recognition of that electric sign, which is horn only of ex- 
tremity. 1 1 is within the personal knowledge of many of us to-day, that the 
distinguished Chief of the Six Nations is an active Freemason. 

“The system of slavery which long existed in the United States,' presented 
the peculiar aspect of being based upon color, and .justified on an assumed in- 
feriority of the enslaved race. In other nations it lias depended upon this right 
of conquest, ,iml the relation might at any time have been rev i i w<!. without 
shocking its logic. One of the results of this peculiarity was found hi a degree 
of bitterness towards a race despised and contemned, where, under other Cir- 
ciimstODces, we would have seen only the modified feeling, as commonly applied 



to the condition of servitude. This feeling pervaded nearly all classes, and 
throughout the whole country, and fully accounts for the outlawry of the Afri- 
can by various Grand r§3. 

“ The practical effect of such action has been, probably, quite inconsiderable, 
as it is not probable that the particular ri=P would, without such legislation, 
have admitted persons of African descent to membership, unless in most ex- 
ceptional cases. The practical effect of the repeal of the former action would 
only be to place again in the hands of the particular (§1 vihat has been theirs 
without question, from time immemorial ; viz : the selection of material for the, 
temple. 

“ It is that the Grand d] may do justice to itself, as a venerator of Masonic 
landmarks, and, by repealing its former action, if wrong, restore to the particu- 
lar [Ep what they had ever possessed and exercised, that I now call attention to 
this subject.” 

After noticing the action had by the General Government with 
reference to the enslaved race, the Emancipation Proclamation, 
Civil Rights Bill and the three Amendments to the Constitution, 
he proceeds : 

“I do not believe, however, that all this affects the question at issue. That 
question is now just what it was in 1852, and relates solely to the right of the 
Grand CTI to interfere in the prerogative of its particular [Ep hi the selection 
of material. I have ever held that the Grand CZ1 has no such right, and I so 
hold to-day. 

“ It may be difficult for some to divest themselves of the idea that this is a 
question of policy, and not n matter to be settled by reference to immemorial 
usage. It is difficult for any of us to divest ourselves of those prejudices 
which have grown up with our growth and strengthened with our strength, and 
these prejudices will, doubtless, prevent our affiliating with those by this law 
declared rejected, during the natural lives of any now here; but, it is my firm 
belief that they can only bo rejected by the ballot, and not by law ; only by the 
ballot of each individual Mason, and not by the law of the d), either Subor- 
dinate or Graud. If bo, shall the statute stand ?” 

The recommendation of the Grand Master was adopted, and the 
resolution repealed. 

It is peculiarly gratifying to your committee that the views put 
forth in former reports are being adopted by the Grand |~t~~| 1 both 
North and South, that the selection of the material belongs exclus- 
ively to the Subordinate pEEp , subject only to the ancient regulations 
as to Sex, Birth, Age, Morals and Fitness. 

Are the | ~EEJ of colored men regular, and should parties hailing 
from them be admitted as visitors, i3 entirely a different question — 
on that we will see what disposition was made with the petitions 
for recognition by the Grand pfEEp of Massachusetts and Ohio, when 
we notice their proceedings. 

Forty-five decisions on questions proposed, are reported by the 
Grand Master, from them we select: 

“ 1. No purely political act is cause for Masonic discipline. ‘ We are re- 
solved against all politics, as what never yet conduced to the welfare of the I I 
nor ever will.’ 

“ 4. All strife for office in the EH] is gravely unmasonic and indecent, and 
should be promptly rebuked by the brethren ; but the offence is of such a char- 
acter, that discipline therefor would seldom be prudent. 
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“ 5. It is proper for a number of brethren in a secure place to open a CD for 
instruction. 

10. It is not in the power of members to prevent the installation of a Mas- 
ter-elect, by objecting to it. The acting Master, for goof! reasons, might post- 
pone the installation until the case could be submitted to the Grand Master. 

“ 10. A l l cannot undo tho action of its previous meeting by altering or 
erasing the record. If the matter be a proper subject of reconsideration, it 
may be brought up in that form at the next regular meeting, but not afterward. 

“ 32. Where a candidate for Masonry was elected in another State, but re- 
moved to Iowa before he could be initiated, a proper certificate of that fact, 
duly authenticated, may he taken in lien of a year’s residence. 

“43. When tho proper committee reports that the petitioner docs not live 
within the jurisdiction of the CD, Ids fee should be returned to him, with ex- 
planation of the fact. The CD cannot ballot for his admission. 

“45. A Master Mason is entitled to his certificate of dimission, on applica- 
tion, if clear of the books financially and morally. The CD need not demand 
his motives in asking it.” , 

From the report of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence we 
extract the following : 

“ Your decision is rcspcctftdly requested on the following case: 

“The by-laws of Bluff City CD, Ho. 71, A. - . F.\ and A.\ M.\, authorized 
levying of an assessment. About two yearn ago, an ass^smont of $2.00 was 
levied against the members of said CD, and paid by all or them, with the ex- 
ception of one brother, who claims that the assessment was unmasonic, and 
therefore refused to pay the same, nor has he done so to this day. At the Inst 
election of officers, the CD decided ho had n6 right to vote, because these $2.00 
were still standing against him, although all of bis other dues were paid in 
full. 

“ The committee does not. approve of the action of Bluff City CD, Ho. 71, 
in debarring a brother from his vote at the annual election, on the ground that 
the brother had not paid an assessment voted by the CD- The eommittee is 
of the opinion, that a CD has no authority to discipline a brother for not pay- 
ing such an assessment. In this, we but re-echo the decisions of the Grand I I 
heretofore made. See reprint, Vol. IY, pages 382 and 519.” 

From the report of the Committee on Grievances, we select the 
following : 

“No. 27. In the case of Napthtali CD, No. 188, vs. P. J. French, expelled 
for unmasonic conduct, your committee are of the opinion that the evidence in 
this case does not disclose that the accused obtained the money or credit on his 
Masonic relations. It appears to have been an ordinary business transaction ; 
and, however unfortunate it may be that a brother Master Mason should he un- 
able to pay his just debts, your committee do not feel authorized to recommend 
the approval of sentence of expulsion on this ground alone, unless there is some 
fraud used, or credit obtained on his Masonic character. We, therefore, recom- 
mend that the decision of the CD he reversed.” 

We concur with the committee, we do not believe that pi — 1 1 were 
designed to he collecting agencies for creditors. 

The Grand CD adopted a resolution of non-intercourse with the 
Grand Orient of France and recognized the Grand CD of Quebec. 

It would be a work of super-erogation to say anything in praise 
of the manner in which the Proceedings of the Grand CD of Iowa 
are recorded, of the style in which they are presented to public, or 
of the huge labor in preparing the statistical tables ; Brother Parvin 
clearly understands the “ weightier matters of the law,” and does 
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up the business matters of the Grand i i in a business manner, 
friose who suppose that the duties of Grand Secretary end with 
recording the transactions of the Grand Body and putting the man- 
uscript in the hands of the printer, would recognize their mistake 
on examining the Proceedings before us. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence, which includes a review 
of the Proceedings of forty-two Grand pEEp, was presented by Bro. 
Langridge, a readable document and evidences much care in its pres 
paration. 

Minnesota receives a lengthy and fraternal notice, albeit that he 
tries to rap your committee over the knuckles on the “ mnemonic 
question” — we shall see. — Of the resolution relative to non-affili- 
ates. he says : 

“ This appears to us entirely too severe. A man has a right to be non-afflli- 
atetl if lie chooses, ami the only defense the Fraternity can have against volun- 
tary non-affilintioii is too shut the door in his face, so long as he remains non- 
alliliated— making the question of his participation in privileges depend sun 
himself and not o* CD action. This the Constitution of the Grand Q%' 
Minnesota declares; and it is surely cuough.” 

Our opinion exactly. 

M. - . W.‘. John Scott, Grand Master, and R.-. W.-. T. M, Par- 
vin, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


IDAHO. 

The second Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Idaho 
was held at Idaho City, October 4th, 1869.' 

Six (all in the Territory) pEEp represented. Two dispensations 
for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

A brief address was delivered by the Grand Master ; alludes to 
the want of uniformity in the work ; animadverts on the disposition 
to infringe on the secrecy of the ballot, by brethren endeavoring to 
ascertain “who cast the black ball;” and reports two cases of the 
infringement of the jurisdictional rights of the Grand CD. As 
each, the Grand CD of New York and that of Illinois, have taken 
such action as will probably prevent infringement in the future, 
harmony prevails. One of the cases was peculiar : we copv the 
Grand Master’s report : 

“ I desire to call your attention to two cases of infiingment of our jurisdic- 
tional right, which have lately come to my notice. The first is that of Mr. 
Jno. R. Brigham, who lias for hve years been a resident of this Territory, and 
last November paid a visit to Binghamton, New York, his native place, mid, to 
use his own language, was asked by his father, and other relations to join a CD 
of which they were members. He says, he cared but little about it and made 
no application, hut went to New York City and remained several weeks, and 
ou his return to Binghamton found that his application had been made out and 
signed for him, and balloted on, and that lie had been elected, and had nothing 
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to do but receive the Degrees, which lie did at the hands of the Binghamton 
O, Ho. 177, under the jurisdiction of the Grand □ of Hew York. 

* W * * * -7T * -Jfr ' W * 

“ I can not but regard both these cases as most flagrant infringements on our 
jurisdiction. 

, “The first is perhaps the most So, as Mr. B. distinctly states that he did not 
sign the application hiinsell; that it was signed for him during his absence, 
withont ilia knowledge or consent. This case, therefore, entails not only a 
moat wanton violation of one of our ancient landmarks, as well as a marked 
discourtesy to this jurisdiction, which we can not overlook.” 

The Grand Master of New York says of this case : 

“The like procedure was had as in the preceding eases, and on the answer 
and proofs being received, a ease was shown apparently free from fault oii the 
pari of the L — I, its officers, or members, as the proceedings were all regular, and 
all the questions required to bu answered by the regulations were answered in 
due form.” 

Great weight is attached to the official utterances of a Grand 
Master, and the position confers no right to make charges without 
good evidence to sustain them. The charge of the Grand Master 
of Idaho against the CU in Hew York is of more grave character 
than a simple infringmeut of jurisdiction. ITe charges the worst 
manner ot proselyting — a gross violation of, if not landmarks, at 
least, some of the oldest and most cherished usages of the Frater- 
nity. The part 3 r claims that he “ was asked by his father, persuad- 
ed by friends,’’ without avail, all the personal action set aside, and 
without his knowledge a petition presented and election declared — 
won't you please do us the favor to accept the Degrees! ! ! 

It is due to the Masonic world, inasmuch as the charges have 
been publicly made, that it should know that discipline had been 
meeted out to the offending parties, if the charges are true, if not 
true, that fact should be made known as a lesson to Grand Masters 
to not, from their official stations, make charges which are heralded 
to the world, on insufficient evidence. 

The Grand Master of New York says that the matter has been 
investigated and exbonerates the □. IIow, then, about the Grand 
Master of Idaho or his informant ? 

The Grand CD of Idaho is progressing in the right direction as 
evidenced by the following : 

“ Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Grand l l that canvassing or elec- 
tioneering to influence the votes of members of the Grand l — I . in the election 
of Grand Officers, is contrary to the letter and spirit of Masonry ; and that we 
disapprove of conventions, or other local or sectional combination, to affect the 
legislation of the Grand I i . or to secure election to office.” 

The following resolution was adopted : 

“ Resolved, , That the practice of charging a fee for affiliation within this juris- 
diction is hereby abolished. Provided, That any non-affiliated Mason living 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand i i for six months from this date without 
affiliating, shall after that time, pay to the I I a sum equal to the monthly 
dues of members, from that date to the time of presenting his petition.” 
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We imagine that residence in the towns of Idaho are not particu- 
larly permanent. The following from the Grand Secretary’s report : 

No returns or report of any kind have been received from Summit. I I. 
which fact is to be accounted for by the recent discovery of the Loon Greek 
mines, which very nearly' depopulated the town of Lcesburgh, the place where 
said Cl] was to have been held.” 

We notice that a vote of thanks was passed for an “ able report 
on Foreign Correspondence, and that the report be published with 
the Proceedings of this Grand CD,” hut we fail to find the report. 

M. - . W.‘. Jonas W. Brown was elected Grand Master, and R. - . 
W.'. P. E. Edmondson re-elected Grand Secretary. 


KANSAS. 

The fourteenth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Kan- 
sas was held at Leavenworth, October 20tli and 21st, 1870. 

Fifty-two [~Ep represented ; seventy-one on the roll. 

Twelve dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 
The address of the Grand Master is of local interest. 

From among the decisions we select the following : 

“1. You have clearly the right to delegate your authority to any other I I . 
to confer the bellow Craft and Master Mason Degrees on a candidate who has 
received the first or Entered Apprentice Degree in your CD- A majority vote 
is all that is required to grant such authority'. 

“ 2. A candidate who has received the Entered Apprentice Degree in a CD 
in a neighboring jurisdiction, and applies to a CD in this jurisdiction for the 
Fellow Craft and Master Mason Degrees, must apply the same as a profane for 
initiation, and a unanimous ballot must be had before you can proceed to con- 
fer the said Degrees. 

“4. You have the undoubted right to prefer charges against an Entered Ap- 
prentice (as well as it is your duty to prefer charges) for unmasonic conduct, 
and try him, and if found guilty, expel, suspend, or reprimand him. 

“ o, Brother A. B. having received a majority of all the votes east for Senior 
Warden of your CD was duly elected and should have been installed, unless a 
good and sufficient reason he shown why he should not. The fuct of his being 
suspected of voting for himself is not a sufficient reason to bar him from being 
installed as your Senior Warden. 

“7. When a brother has been tried and found guilty of a Masonic offence, 
and the penalty has been fixed by the CD, notice of his intention to appeal 
does not operate ns a bar to the proceedings. 

“ 9. A brother Master Mason in good and regular standing, duesall paid to date, 
is entitled to a dimit when demanded by himself in person or by petition. No- 
tice on the part of a brother of his intention to prefer charges against one ap- 
plying for a (limit does not operate as a sufficient bar, unless charges are pre- 
ferred and filed against the brother before the CD is closed. 

“10. An expelled Mason is what we masonically term dead, and liis restora- 
tion in the Order is therefore equivalent to the admission of a profane for the 
mysteries of Masonry. In addition to the usual petition, lie must also petition 
the CD from which he was expelled for admission. 

“ 11. When charges arc preferred against a brother for unmasonic conduct in 
due form, and in accordance with the Constitution of this State governing 
trials, &c., the CD can not refuse to entertain said charges, even though they 
bo against one of your best and most estimable Masons and citizens. The CD 
can only determine the innocence or guilt of the accused brother after hearing 
all the facts in the ease.” 
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All of which were approved, except number ten which was re- 
ferred to the board of custodians. 

Resolutions of non-intercourse with the Grand Orient of France 
were adopted. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, in which the Proceedings 
of thirty-nine Grand pEp are reviewed, was presented as usual by 
the Grand Secretary. 

Our Proceedings of 1869 are noticed, and we are styled “ vener- 
able.” As to Brother Carr’s question, “ Who is boss ?” we will re- 
ply, when in session, the Grand Lodge, when not, the Grand Mas- 
ter. The course alluded to is one which has long been in vogue in 
this jurisdiction, sometimes by the will of the Grand Master, at 
others by the request of the Grand □ — the resolution was not 
properly recorded, it was a request, not an order of the Grand l — i . 

M.-. W." John H. Brown, Grand Master’/' and R.-. W.-. E. T. 
Carr, Grand Secretary, were each re elected. 


LOUISIANA. 

The fifth-eight annual Communication of the Grand □ of Louis- 
iana, was held in New Orleans, February 14th, to 18th, inclusive, 
1870. 

Seventy-four pEp represented ; one hundred and ninety-six on 
the roll. 

Six dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 

As collateral to the question “whether a □ has a legal right 
to dispose of its real estate, or to mortgage the same without the 
sanction of the Grand CD or Grand Master,” which the Grand Mas- 
ter answered in the affirmative, he quotes from an address of the 
late P. - . G. - . M. - . John Gedge — than whom a more devoted Ma- 
son never lived — as follows : 

“Great as is the amount of charitable contribution by our J~p and individual 
members, yet we all know from an experience of every day, that it is always 
difficult, nay, frequently impracticable to meet the demands upon us. This, in 
a great measure, is attributed to ourselves, wholly so in most cases to the [Ep 
themselves, and the necessary result of a system which I believe and feel is in 
practice throughout the world — a system which I most conscientiously believe 
to be founded in error and misapprehension, and one which I will never cease 
to combat with my feeble energies until it is rooted out of practice. 

“ I allude to the misapplication of the funds paid into the [§] by the recepi- 
ents of Degrees. It is the custom to treat these funds as the private and indi- 
divual property of the fEp receiving them, and to expend them on all occa- 
sions when money is required for the purposes of the rn, no matter what may 
be the object. * * * J 

“ I contend that all moneys paid by the recipient of Masonic Degrees, are 
paid to and received by the [tp in trust, and us a sacred deposit to be applied 
only in support of those principles upon which our Institution is based, and in 
carry i nt- out the great objects of its existence. 

“ And that tho [Ep have no right, either in fact or on principle, to appropri- 
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ate or make use of the smallest portion for tlieir own purposes, or to expend 
one particle for any other object.” 

We quote the following decision of the Grand Master, not only 
because it is right, but because it is expressed in language that can 
not be misunderstood, and it answers a question, concerning which 
pEEp want light. 

“An E.\ A. - , or F.\ C.\ moving out of the jurisdiction, may obtain the con- 
sent of his CD to be tranferred to the [ZD within whose jurisdiction lie lias 
acquired a permanent residence. But if the applicant desires to continue his 
connection with the CD in which he was initiated or passed, then the request 
should be made of the CD near which he is sojourning, to confer the remain- 
ing Degrees as an act of courtesy, and in the name of the CD to which he 
belongs. In the hitter case, however, although the CD which lias been request- 
ed to confer the Degree acts ns the agent of the original CD, arid ought as 
such to examine the candidate upon liis proficiency ; yet it cannot legally bal- 
lot for him ; nor confer the Degree, unless the'. CD naving the right inis passed 
the ballot and elected the candidate for such Degree.” 

The enquiry was made of the Grand Master, Can an E. - . A. - , 
who has lost a leg be passed to the Degree of F.‘. G. - . ? He de- 
cided in the negative, although the party had been provided with an 
artificial leg, which enabled him to walk without the use of crutch 
or cane. 

In another case he obtained the opinion of the Committee on 
Masonic Law, and gives their report as follows, in which we concur: 

“ Some authorities call for absolute perfection of Ixxly ; there are others who 
require no physical qualification whatever, but only mental and intellectual. 
Aside from Wing an extreme, the first (tho^ absolutely perfect) requires an 
Impossibility, and therefore cannot be a landmark ; whilst the second is cer- 
tainly a violation of a landmark of our Order, which requires a physical qual- 
ification to a certain degree. The candidate should be of entire limbs, lie in 
possession of all of his fiicidlies, and be fully able to go through, without incon- 
venience, every part of our ceremonies ; to give every sign, and to be able to 
instruct and be instructed in every physical means of recognition, and beyond 
these physical qualifications, the candidale should possess a sound body. If 
the original reason of this, namely : the working at a trade, be now wanting, cer- 
tainly our Institution is not an asylum for invalids, nor should it ever be made 
such. We want, and vxmt only men who cun, in case of need, be able physically to 
meet all the requirements of the obligations they may be called upon to take." 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, presented by Bro. Scott, 
contains a review of forty-four Grand rbqJ, Minnesota included. 
We copy the following : 

“A resolution requiring all permanent resident unaffiliated Masons to apply 
for membership in some CD within one month of receiving notice, and in 
default thereof to he deemed guilty of unmasouic conduct, and liable to suspen- 
sion, and making it the duty of the oldest CD having jurisdiction over such 
unafliliated Masons, to prefer charges against them, and bring them to trial, 
was adopted. Non-affiliation is a great and increasing evil, but wo question if 
it can be remedied by such legislation. Compulsory membership is opposed to 
the spirit of our Institution, and the peace and harmony of any CD attempting 
to entorce it, would be seriously endangered.” 

We thought at the time that the Grand CD made a mistake, and 
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so it appears do all of our sister jurisdictions who have noticed the 
resolution. 


Noticing a paragraph in our report of last year, he says : 

M° ie f “"I 1 *" 410 ™ deolare ^ brother shall not supplant his 
lellow in the work he holds that a □ may receive and act upon the petition 
of a rejected candidate, without obtaining the consent of the □ which rejected 


We submit that his quotation does not apply to the question. 
An individual has the right to apply for employment, and to get it 
where 6 he can ; he is not to remain idle because refused at one place. 

Bro. Scott’s views are generally sound, and we should like to 
quote several marked passages from his report, but “ time and 
space,” &c. 

M.\ W.\ S. M. Todd, fcrand Master, and E.\ W.\ James C. 
Batchelor, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


MAINE. 

The sixty-first Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Maine 
was held at Portland, May 3d and 4th, 1870. 

One hundred and forty rEj ] represented. One hundred and forty- 
nine on the roll. 

Three dispensations for new [§3 issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is devoted in the main, to mat- 
ters of local interest. On the use of Masonic Halls for conferring 
“ s Me Degrees,” he remarks : 

“™ a ? e be «n frequcntl.y.asked whether Halls dedicated to Masonry should 
be used foi conferring what are popularly known as ‘ Bide Degrees,’ and have 
answered that they should not. These ‘Degrees’ have no connection with 

cent°thpv shnnhf h° l acku T vl <%ed by this Grand □. If wise and benefi- 
cent, they should be recognized by Grand Bodies and taught to all Masons 

rnni;p«o f ' Cy ° nly t ®! ld *® create painful doubts as to the honesty of an 
f «i a8,I9tauce ' , The Wlft ; of a Mason may he far from home and in 
/ ,,le understands enough of Masonry to know that she has a claim 
I® fra - nlt ]' for P/ofection, and naturally seeks aid from that source. 

Lt?nZ!l \ reCe - 0ne i° f th T, faI ’ Cy . de S rees and tile brethren have not, she 
convince them of her sincerity by methods tliev know not of. 
o bts at once arise, and, although she may receive assistance, it is given with 

suA dill H, • t Bh0U,d “ mo ,"' ith l b!lt 8 P irit of obeerfulness whifh gi"Js to 
such deeds their principal vnlue. I am aware that many have indulged in 

these amusements, and do not consider them an injury to the fraternity It 

nm-t‘of °M ; ! e n h0VVL;Ve ''’ M, lat ¥7 h ° C -° nfera them u l JOn ,liH femalt friends, as a 
lLJ - T’ IS gU e y - of , dec ; e P. tl0I b no matter how honorable his motives, 

!vaterniK- n0C n -““'i be E, 1 " 3 des V« promote a kindly feeling towards the 
lratermty. Occasional social pntlierimra r 



the sanction of Grand Bodies.” 

On the subject of non-affiliates, and as a means of decreasing their 
number, the Grand Master suggests : 

“May not this Grand m safely allow regularly made Masons the privileges 
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of an annual tax ?” , n 

In the old mi in which we were made, each non-affiliate by Hy= 
Law provision, was required to pay ten cents for each visitation. 
If a pecuniary consideration is to he required for visitation, it strikes 
us that the “ten cent admission ’’ would be more easily collected 
than an “ annual tax ” payable to the “ Grand Secretary. 

Grand and Subordinate [§1, Grand Masters, Committees on For- 
eign Correspondence, &c., are, and for a long time have been, very 
much exercised on the question of non-affiliation, how to prevent 
it, and the means to use to force, or coax, non-affiliates to become 

members of the CD. , , 

There are two classes of the non-affiliates, the voluntary and the 
involuntary, the former by far the most numerous ; we opine that 

to that class too much attention is given. 

If the Institution has no charms for them, if they care so little 
for Masonry as to be unwilling to contribute two, three, or four do - 
lars a year to s □ fund, we say, “ let them go." We are opposed 
to coercion, but such Masons should not be allowed the same rights 


or privileges as the contributing Mason. 

The voluntary non-affiliate should not be allowed to visit a □, 
participate in any of the public ceremonies of the Craft, should not be 
considered as having any claim upon a □ for charity, or entitled to 

Masonic burial. 

Such constitutional provisions should not be permitted to remain 
a dead letter upon the statute book, but should bo rigidly enforce . 
So long as voluntary non-affiliates are allowed all the privileges of 
the □ except participation in business matters, they will not be 
apt to apply for membership, but let it be known that they can 
have none of the privileges or advantages of the Institution, and all 
those who are worthy will no longer remain voluntary non-affiliates. 

The trouble is that such constitutional provisions are not enforced. 
Such are the provisions of our constitution, but we hazard the de- 
duration that the inquiry is never made of a visitor, “Areyou 
actually a member of a m ?" but, " From what □ do you hail . 

A train, are not [Ep too anxious for numbers in public ceremonies or 
processions, to remember the provisions relative to non-affiliates? 

In this jurisdiction at least, enforce the constitutional provisions, 


and the evil will comparatively cease. 

We quote the decisions made by the Grand Master, as fol ows . 

“ 1. There is no regulation requiring an application for membership to be 
mnHp in the I — 1 nearest the candidate’s residence. #» 

a 2 . The work of the m can not be delayed by an appeal from the ruling o 

the Master. 
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“ 3. An application to which a candidate has affixed ‘ his mark’ should not 
be received. 

_ “ 4. It would not be proper for the Master of a □ to sign a petition for a 
dispensation for a new I I . 

’ “ 5. If a candidate dies, deposit fee should be returned to his legal represent- 
atives. No ballot should be had. 

“ 6. After a candidate is declared rejected the result cannot be changed, even 
though a brother Btales he threw the black ball by mistake. 

“7. A candidate balloted for and accepted when there is not a quorum pres- 
ent must abide the result of another ballot at the next stated meeting. The 
records should bIiow the facts. 

“ 8. A legally elected officer is entitled to an installation unless sufficient 
reasons are shown why such installation ought not to take place. 

“(I. A duly elected and installed Master, who has served his CD faithfully 
until his successor is elected and installed, is entitled to a Past Master’s Di- 
ploma, even though his actual term of service is less than one year. 

_ “10. Halls, leased for Masonic purposes only, should not be used for confer- 
ring what are known as ‘side degrees.’ 

“ 11. A Master may confer the second and third degrees at any meeting, af- 
ter the candidate has received the first, unless objections are made and sustained 
by a two-thirds voto, or the By-Laws especially provide to the contrary. 

“ 1 2. Suspended members may be reinstated by a two-thirds vote, prior to 
action by the Grund l — l . 

“ 13. Objections made after ballot may be withdrawn at any time hefore the 
candidate is declared rejected. 

“ 14. The names of additional petitioners can not Ire inserted in a charter, 
after the I I has been constituted, without action of the Grand I — l . 

“ 15. A brother applies for a dimit. and it is granted. Afterwards he desires 
membership in the same I I . Must he make an application, and abide the re- 
sultof a ballot? 

“ Am. He must. A dimit granted at his request severs his membership.” 

For initiation of non-residents the following provision was adopt- 
ed, as recommended by the Grand Master : 


“ If nny person who wishes for initiation in anv CZJ, resides without the 
State, he shall first obtain the consent of the □ within whose jurisdiction he 
resides, by unanimous vote at a Slated Communication, and the jiermission in 
writing, of the Grand Master within whose jurisdiction he resides, which con- 
sent and permission shall be annexed to his application.” 


The report on Foreign Correspondence, which contains a review 
of the Proceedings of forty-three Grand pEEp, was as usual present- 
ed by P.-. G.-. M.-. J. H. Drummond. He gives a table showing 
the date of the organization of each of the American Grand |-F=p ; 
we copy, changing the arrangement from alphabetical so as to show 


the relative rank as to age : 

“ Grand [Ep — when organized : 

1. Massachusetts,. ..April 30, 1733 

2. Pennsylvania June 20, 1764 

3. N. Carolina Jan. 14, 1771 

4. Virginia, May 6, 1777 

5. New York, Bept. 5,1781 

6. Georgia,. Dec. 16, 1786 

7. N. Jersey, Dec. 18, 1786 

8. B, Carolina Mar. 24, 1787 

9. Maryland, April 17, 1787 

10. Connecticut, July 8, 1789 

11. N. Hampshire,. ...July 18, 1789 

12. Rhode Island, June 25, 1791 


13. Vermont, Oct. 14, 1794 

14. Kentucky, Oct. 13,1800 

15. Delaware June 6, 1808 

16. Ohio Jan. 7, 1808 

17. Diet. Columbia, ...Dec. 11, 1810 

18. Louisiana July 11, 1812 

19. Tennessee, Oct. 14,1813 

20. Indiana Jan. 13, 1818 

21. Mississippi, July 27,1818 

22. Maine ..June, 1820 

23. Missouri, April 23, 1821 

24. Alabama, June 14, 1821 
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37. Nebraska, Sept. 23. 1857 

38. Washington Dee. 0,1858 

3D. < 'olorntlo, Aug. 2, 1801 

4 n. Nevada Jan 10, 1865 

41. West Virginia,. ...April 19, 1865 

42. Montana Jan. 24, 1866 

48. Nova Scotia,. . ...June 21, 1806 

44. N. Brunswick Oct. 9, 1867 

45. Idaho Dec. 10, 1867 

46. H. Columbia,, . . . . D ec. 24,1807 

47. Quebec Oct. 20, 1809 


25. Florida July 5, 3830 

26. Arkansas Feb 22,1832 

27. Texas Dec. 20, 1837 

28. Illinois,. April 0, 1840 

29. Wisconsin, Dec. 18, 1843 

30. Iowa, Jan. 8, 1844 

31. Michigan Sept. 14, 1844 

32. California, April 18, 1850 

33. Oregon Aug. 16, 1851 

34. Minnesota ...Feb. 23, 1853 

35. Canada, Oct. 10, 1855 

36. Kansas, Mar. 17, 1850 

A brother hailing from Maine, died in California, and was buried 
by the Fraternity ; the CD that bore the expenses made a claim up- 
on the one in Maine of which the deceased was a member ; the 
claim was not allowed ; the subject came before the Grand CD — the 
California correspondence committee remarked upon the action of 
the CD in Maine, to which Brother Drummond replies as follows : 

» i . Masonic charily is not an absolute, unlimited right or duty. In all cases 
it depends as much upon tho ability of the giver, as the need of the recipient. 
We guarantee to no Brother full relief under all circumstances. It is our duty 
to relieve according to our ability, and his necessities. Of our anility, by the 
rules of Masonry, we are ourselves made the sole judye / it is a question between 
ns and our God. No Brother can say that in a given case, we should give a certain 
amount, then give it himself, and call upon us for it. It would overturn the 
very foundation of Masonic charity, by taking away one of its essentml ele- 
ments. A CD in California cannot judge of the ability of a CD >n Maine J 
and to give without regard to ability is not only not a duty, but is a violation 

“ 2 The obligation to relieve is universal , and not confined to the members of 
the same CD- If it is the duty of a CD to repay aid furnished to one of its 
members by another CD, it restricts the operation of our charity to the mem- 
bers of our own CD- , , , . .. 

» 3. It is had policy to establish such a rule— had policy for the iratermty as 

1 "“When a □ knows it is to be reimbursed, it will weigh only the question 
of need, and pay no attention to tho reciprocal one of ability. It will tend to 
carelessness and extravagance, and to the assistance of those not worthy. 1 lie 
experience of our towns overwhelmingly establishes this. .... . 

ii 4 With due deference to our Brother, it seems to us that Ins is the narrow 
view of Masonic obligations and Masonic charity.’ It seems to us that the 
wider, higher and truer view is, that we should relieve the necessities oi worthy 
Brethren, whether of our own household or the strangers m our gates, accord- 
ing to our ability, withont expectation of return. His view makes it a tew, 
assessed upon us by our Brethren : oars makes it a Charity. If you aware 
your names to he registered with the pen of Eternity, write them yourselves with 

1 '"" \V'e hold to timse rules tho more readily, as we have learned by observation 
and experience, that if the wants of Brethren in any community exceed the 
ability of their Brothers at home to relieve, assistance from abroad will flow in 
most 'freely and abundantly.” 

Minnesota receives a fraternal notice, and extracts are made from 
the address of the Grand Master and our report of 1868. 

Appended to the report isBro. Drummond’s statistical table, from 
•which we gather that there are forty-six American Grand [EEp, hav- 
ing a membership of 483,535. As this report progresses, we shall 
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probably “ borrow ” from Bro. Drummond ; as to paying back, that’s 
another question. 

M.\ W .• . John H. Lynde, Grand Master, and R. - . W. - . Ira Berry, 
Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

An Annual Communication, “ being its one hundred and thirty- 
sixth anniversary,” of the Grand CH of Massachusetts, was held at 
Boston, December 8th, 1869. 

One hundred and thirty- two pEEp represented. One hundred and 
eighty-seven on the roll. 

Eleven dispensations for new [~EEp issued during the year; one of 
them for Valparaiso, Chili. 

Besides the Annual, the pamphlet before us contains an abstract 
of the proceedings had at three quarterly communications. 

From one of the reports of the Grievance Committee, made at 
the March session, we select: 

“ The question, ‘ What constitutes a Masonic offence ?’ has, perhaps, never 
been determined with accuracy, and certainly not witli completeness. 

“ So much depends upon the facta nnd circumstances of the particular case, 
upon the intent, of which the municipal law does not always t:dce cognizance, 
nay, even upon the temper and manners, that we at once realize the difficulty 
of declaring in ndvanco what shall be deemed an act against Masonry. 

“ Some acts, also, which in contemplation of the law are fraudulent, being 
made so, perhaps, by the express word of the statute, such as the preference by 
a bankrupt of a particular creditor, and other nets known as legal frauds, are 
not therefore and necessarily offences against Masonry. On the contrary, it is 
not difficult to find cases where the fraud in law is clear, and yet the net itself 
is entirely innocent, and perhaps commendable when tried by the rule of Ma- 
sonic right. 

"Acts against the cardinal virtue of justice, persistent intemperance, willful 
or habitual violation of the regulations of the Grand i i . or the By-Laws of a 
Subordinate I I . the disclosure to the uninitiated of the secrets or the private 
business of the □, the failure to comply with those ties of obligation which 
should be most sacredly observed, though perhaps involving other elements of 
wrong and wickctbiess, are to be considered as strictly Masonic offences. This 
enumeration is not intended to exclude many cases which, as has been before 
observed, do not admit of classification or definition. Whenever it shall be 
found that the acts of a Brother are dearly adverse to the principles or regula- 
tions of the Craft, or the rights or happiness of any of its members, it will be 
the duty of his □ to try him for those acta, although the offence involved was 
never described or known before on sea or land.” 

P. - . G. - . M. - . Winslow Lewis offered the following : 

“ I desire to present to this Grand □ a memorial which will always perma- 
nently and gratefully read to all its members the lineaments of one of. its best 
sons — whose face is but an exponent of his generous heart. 

“ This is a marble bust of It.’. W.\ Bro. William Sutton, by an Italian art- 
ist — to be placed so as to meet the eyes of all who may here congregate, and to 
remind every Brother that this is Sutton Hail, and that here particularly 
should be engendered and diffused those principles which have ever been the 
guides and prompters of deeds which shall never be forgotten by any Masonic 
son of Massachusetts,” 
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A ver y pretty compliment to Bro. Sutton, and one well deserved, 
as the fraternity are very much indebted to him for material aid in 
the erection of their magnificent hall. 

In his address at the June session, the Grand Master gave a his- 
tory of the organization of three pfEp in Chili and one in China, 
under the authority of the Grand CJ of Massachusetts. 

The committee to whom had been referred the complaint of the 
Grand □ of Louisiana against the Grand Orient of France, through 
Bro. Woodbury made a very elaborate and exhaustive report, in 
which the jurisdictional question is thoroughly reviewed from both 
the American and Foreign stand-point. 

From the report we select : 

“Your committee certainly recognize that a Freemason, lawfully made 
under competent authority, has an equal right to the privileges of Freemasonry, 
whether he is of Caucasian race, or of any other race of men existing in the 
world. 

“ Your committee hold it equally certain that no man of any race can, by his 
will, become a Mason, and be entitled to the privileges of a Mason without the 
sanction of competent Masonic authority, and without first passing through the 
ordeals prescribed by such authority, and under its direction. 

“ Is the lawful authority of the Freemasons of Louisiana, assembled in Grand 
□, over Symbolic Freemasonry to be set aside, and are expulsions from Free- 
masonry of ten years’ standing to be disregarded, because the expelled, con- 
demned, and spurious have, in 1867, invited certain ‘men of color’ not Free- 
masons, to join their ranks? However much ‘men of color’ who are not 
Masons are entitled to the benefits of a broad, general philanthropy, we cannot 
admit that there resides in them any Masonic power to supersede the rule of 
Freemasons in Masonry. In this country, where Freemasons are not a politi- 
cal party, the theory of the Grand Orient in rendering Freemasonry subservi- 
ent to political objects, is revolutionary of its landmarks; and if once admitted, 
would convert our [Q into debating clubs, where the advocates and opponents 
of any or all political, Boeial or religious change would be free to press their 
views, and institute new Masonic tests in their behalf. 

“ With us its teachings as an institution are esoteric, and our pEp are not the 
apostles of any exoteric doctrines. According to our honorea usages they 
cannot go. out into the market-places in search of proselytes, nor scramble with 
the free citizens in the outside world in a race of propagandism.” 

’Tis said “ that one is never too old to learn,” we have found, to 
us, something new. 

At the September session, “ the Grand Secretary being absent 
from the State, on motion, “ the Grand □ proceeded to the choice 
of a Grand Secretary pro tem." 

“ The result of the baliotwas the election of W.\ Bro. Alfred F. 
Chapman, who was sworn into office." 

We italicise. 

A petition for a new lodge at Valparaiso was presented to the 
Grand Master, and referred to a special committee. We quote from 
the report presented by Bro. Charles W. Moore, premising that 
there is a Grand □ in Chili : “ The Body was formed as a Grand 
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i — i of the Scottish Rite, and has not, nor does it claim to exercise 
any authority or control over the York Rite or its fiEp.” 

“ The Scottish Rite Law of Jurisdiction— the law of Jurisdiction as here 
indicated, and as accepted by the Grand I 1 of Chili, is in literal agreement 
with the celebrated Declaration of the Powers of the Scottish ^ Rite, promul- 
gated by a Congress of the authorities of the Rite, held at Paris in 1834. 

“ The Convention or Congress was composed of many of the most distm- 
guished and eminent members of the Rite representing the Supreme Council 
of South America, and of several of the European States; among them was 
General Lafayette. It was a Body of positive powers, and enunciated, with au- 
thority, as the basis of the organic law of the Rite of Masonry it represented, 
the important principle that * Different Rites naturally produce different powers 
which govern them/ and, as a logical and necessary consequence, that ‘ each 
Rite is independent of all the others.’ And again, that *lhe action of the power 
of a Rite, whether dogmatic or administrative, cannot legally extend except to 
the Masons of that Rite , obedient to the jurisdiction of that power .. 

a There is no mistaking the legal force and intent of these important edicts. 
They constitute the law, and clearly define and limit the jurisdiction of the 
Scotch Rite, while they recognize in the York Rite equal and co-ordinate priv- 
ileges wherever the former is itself in authority. It is by the force of this Law 
of Jurisdiction, that in Europe Grand [Ep of different . Rites are found oc- 
cupying the same political division or State, as in Prussia and France. It is 
by virtue of this law also that the Grand i i of England maintains its subor- 
dinate f£=P in Switzerland, in the Argentine Republic, and in Venezuela. And 
it is bvtne authority of this same Law that we have established and hold our 
own r£p in the South American Republics, where the York Rite would not 
otherwise be known. 

“ A different rule apparently obtains in the United States ; and there would, 
at first view, seem to oe a want of reciprocity or equality in our system of ma- 
sonic government ; but it is only in appearance. In reality, there is no sub- 
stantive difference in the practical working of the law ns between us and our 
foreign Brethren. We in America have both these great leading Rites per- 
manently established among us, and recognize no others. The country is there- 
fore rrmonically occupied. And as any attempt by a foreign power to place a 
\ — i of the York Rite within the jurisdiction of the Grand [§3 of Great Brit- 
ain, or a CD of the Scotch Rite within that of the Supreme Council of France, 
would be resisted by both as a violation of the law of jurisdiction, so any at- 
tempt by such a. power to establish (Ej l of either Rite yn this country would 
meet the indignant opposition of the party whose jurisdiction should be in- 
vaded. That the Scotch Rite with us does not, as elsewhere, assume to exercise 
any control over, or to interfere with, the prerogatives ot the symbolic l — j, or 
the degrees usually recognized as comprising the York Rite, docs not affect the 
independent relations or prerogatives of either Rite, in other respects. The 
difference is one of mutual agreement, and entirely local in its effect.” 

The committee concluded that u there is no lawful objection to 
this Grand CD placing another □ at Valparaiso.’ 5 Their report 
was accepted, and a dispensation issued returnable March, 18/1. 

Asa matter of information, we copy parts of quoted notes, ap- 
pended to the report : 

“The Freemasonry of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite js almost the 
only Freemasonry known in till the South American Republics, in Spain and 
Italy ; and it and' the French Rites, or Rit Modrnie, in France, Portugal and 
Belgium. In all these countries its authorities confer the three first degrees, 
and create Blue Lodges.” 

Everywhere else in the world, except in the British Isles, the 
Supreme Councils administer the symbolic degrees, and create Blue 
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Lodges, as they always have done, and as the Rite of Perfection al- 
ways did ; and Masons made under their authority are recognized a9 
legitimate by the whole Masonic world. 

At the quarterly communication in March it was voted : 

“ That the M.\ W.'. Grand Masten be instructed to make a detailed report 
of the financial condition of the Grand CD in his Annual Address.” 

Bro. Gouley pitched into our Grand CD, because we requested our 
Grand Master to deliver his Annual Address in the evening. What 
will he say to Massachusetts, instructing her Grand Master as to the 
subject matter of his address? 

The jurisdiction of Massachusetts is divided into sixteen districts, 
and to each is assigned a Deputy Grand Master. We present a part 
of the Grand Master’s instructions to these officers. We think that 
our Grand Lecturer should receive similar instructions. 

“In entering upon your official duties of annually visiting the [§1 in your 
district, I desire to call your especial notice to the following matters, which 
you will carefully note and make report thereon : 

“ 1. You will report the number of brethren present at each CD on the oc- 
casion of your official visit, with the number of members. 

“ 2. Y ou will carefully inspect the CD rooms, and see that they are secure- 
ly tyied. 

“3. You will ascertain if others, besides the proper officers, are permitted 
in the preparation room with the candidate. 

“ 4. Have the Deacons black rods , and the Stewards white rods ; and, if not, 
what, if any, rods, have they? 

“ 5. Carefully examine the records, and see that they are properly kept, and 
that the names of all the officers of the CD are recorded. 

“ 6. Has the CD in its hall a copy of the Grand CD Constitution ? 

“ 7. Are the By-Laws approved by the Grand CD, and properly attested by 
the Grand Secretary ? 

“ 8. Has each CD the proper furniture, and, especially, the representations 
of the Three Lesser Lights ? 

“ 9. Is the work, in all respects, according to the Grand l I requirements, 
and, are the services of a Grand Lecturer needed? 

“ 10. Has the CD a Master’s carpet? 

“ 11. Ascertain, generally, the financial condition of each CD, and the 
amount of funds it has invested and on hand. 

“ 12. If possible, ascertain the manner of examining visitors, and impresB 
upon the Masters and officers the necessity of careful examination, and that a 
brother must have sat with an applicant to be able to vouch for him, and be 
enabled to slate on what degree the CD was open when they so sat. 

“13. Examine the records to see if n on-affiliated brethren are admitted 
without the payment of the fee. 

"14. If possible, impress upon the Masters and brethren the propriety of 
enforcing the rule that no brother can enter the CD after it is open without 
being announced, and permission obtained ; and, in like manner, that none 
leave the CD without permission of the Worshipful Master. 

“15. Report the number of dispensations granted during your year; to 
what CD ; for what; when, and the name to whose benefit granted. 

“ 16. You will take charge of all r£p under dispensation in your district 
not enumerated iu your commission; viz : 

“ 17. Has any CD appeared in public procession during the year, and, if so, 
upon what occasion, and was your dispensation obtained therefor? 

“ 18. Endeavor to make your report as soon as possible after vou have per- 
formed your circuit. 
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“ 19. _ Make your bill of expenses to tlie Grand CD as small as possible, re- 
membering that the Grand CD is deeply in debt, and requires the strictest 
economy in the administration of all its affairs. 

.. “ 20. _ Have the officers of rEp the collars required by the Constitutions, and 
if not, in what manner are the jewels suspended and worn ? 

These are some ot your duties. Others, of no less consequence, will im- 
press themselves upon you. Above all, strive to be kind, courteous, affable, 
and agreeable to all the brethren. Endeavor to bring them into kindly rela- 
tions with the Grand 1 i and its Grand Officers. Avoid antagonism. Im- 
press upon the Masters and Wardens the necessity of their attendance upon the 
communications of the Grand CDi and that the destinies and control of the 
Grund CD are in their hands; and let the brethren understand that they have 
their representation through their chosen officers. Finally, Right Worshipful 
Brother, remember that you are the only officer of the Grand CD who comes 
in direct and closest contact with all the brethren of your district, and that as 
the representative of the Grand CD, it is your duty to encourage the zealous 
Mason, impart instruction where you can, cheer the [§], and zealously labor 
as co-worker with your brethren, to elovate the moral standard of Masonry in 
the held assigned to you.” 

The Committee on Grand dJ records report that the original 
records and a transcript thereof of “ St. Johns Grand CD ” from 
1733 to 1792, and of “Massachusetts Grand CD” from 1769, to 
1792, and of the united “Grand CD of Massachusetts” from 1792 
to 1869, are in existence and in the hands of the proper officers. 

T'Fe most heartily second the suggestion of Bro. Drummond, of 
Maine : “ Why will not the Grand CD add another to the benefits 

it has already conferred upon the craft, by publishing these pro- 
ceedings ?” 

The Grand CD re affirmed a vote of some years since : 

“ Voted, That this Grand I I deems it inexpedient to adopt the so-called 
Representative System.” 

We notice here as a part of the history of the times, that peti- 
tions for recognition from colored men, claiming to be Masons, have 
been presented to several Grand pi — 1 1 — Georgia, New Jersey, Mis- 
sissippi, Virginia, Massachusetts, &c., in each of which the peti- 
tions received the usual attention, referred to committees. We 
extract from the Massachusetts proceedings. 

The petition sets forth the history of the organization substan- 
tially as we gave it in our report of 1869 — an extract from the 
petition : 

“ Notwithstanding our changed condition— enjoying as we do the benofits of 
education, and the favorable growth of public opinion— is it questionable, after 
u lapse of ninety-three years of unsullied Masonic existence on our part, aided 
by civilization and progress, whether the Masons of to-day, unlike their ances- 
tors, free from the perplexing connection with slavery, it having lieen blotted 
from the annals of the continent, are ready to assent to the recognition of the 
black man as standing upon the broad and universal platform of Freemasonry ? 

“ And now, since all men in our Commonwealth are equals before the law, 
inspired by the spirit of the age, the genial and truly ‘cosmopolitan* character 
of our fraternity, we are prompted to enter this our humble plea for equal 
Masouic Manhood in the hope that we be permitted to establish our claim to 
Masonic rite by whatever means the Most Worshipful Grand CD may suggest.” 
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The committee to whom the foregoing petition was referred, 
made their report, from which vye take the principal part, as follows, 
and which was unanimously adopted : 

“Your committee have examined the charter and believe it is authentic; 
but as they do not deem it to be necessary at this time to investigate the his- 
torical statement contained in the petition, they have not ^ legal 

Masonic affect, nor whether any proper organization under it ever took place. 
The petitioners include only a portion ot the persons who claim to derive 

privileges from this instrument, when it is obvious that the granting of their 
prayer^ for the reasons they advance, would equally benefit their associates who 
Lave not joined in the petition, and over whom, therefore, tins Grand [CD 
would have no control. Under these circumstances, it is nct iieceHsary to - 
uuire into the validity of the proceedings of the persons named m the chaiter, 
or whether the petitioners have any just claim to b ®9 0I ^ lderelltllwr 1 , s ^ l ^®?° „; 

“ Lodues professing to be Masonic, oxistmg in this Commonwealth without 
the sancum/ of this Grand CD, are irregular and spurious and t'emembcrsof 
them are of course, denied Masonic intercourse with members of regnliu ftp. 
The lamed in the petition stand in this relation to regular ® and fficy 
and their members, including the petitioners, are not recognized by the Graff 
“Our constitutions make no distinction on account of the color ot persona 
who desire the benefits of Freemasonry; and there are no rules or regulations 
whereby the petitioners, if ‘worthy and well qualified,' aroexcluded from our 
fraternity if they seek admission through duly organized rgJ. „ 

"Your committee recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw. 


We are free to confess that we are disappointed in the report- 
believing as they say the charter to be “ authentic,’ we were in 
hopes that they would have “ investigated the historical statement 
contained in the petition,” “inquired into its legal effect,” and 
“ whether any proper organization under it ” had “ ever took place 
the question then would have been settled at “headquarters. 

Here is a charter confessedly authentic, older than the present 
Grand CD of Massachusetts. If the CD under the charter was not 
properly organized, then, of course, it is and was “irregular and 

spurious,” or if for any reason the charter ought to have been for- 
feited, then it should be so stated ; or is it “ irregular and spurious ” 
because it was not considered when the present Grand CD of Massa- 


chusetts was formed ? 

Our convictions are that these [EEp, to say the least, with the 
one exception, are irregular; if that one is, we want the evidence. 
Or again, did this “ African Lodge No. 459 ” surrender all its rights 
under the charter, if ever it had any, by joining in the formation ol 
the so-called Grand CD ? 

At the installation of the Grand Officers, December 28— it being 
the centennial anniversary of the installation of Grand^ Master 
Joseph Warren— Grand Master Gardner delivered a very interest- 
ing address, chiefly devoted to the early Masonic history of Gen. 
Warren. We join Iowa in the suggestion that all M. - . W.-. Bio. 
Gardner's addresses to the various Masonic Bodies, should be collat- 


ed in one volume and distributed. 
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No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.'. 'WV. Wm. Sewall Gardner, Grand Master, and R.\ "WV. 
Solon Thornton, Grand Secretary, were each re elected. 

MARYLAND. 

We have two pamphlets containing the proceedings of several 
meetings of the Grand Steward’s □ from December, 1868, to Oct- 
ober, 186933 the semi-annual and the annual Communication of the 
Grand CU of Maryland ; the latter was held at Baltimore, Novem- 
ber 15, 1869. Sixty-two pi—] I represented. 

One hundred and forty-seven on the roll. Two dispensations for 
new pF-p issued during the year. 

The addresses of the Grand Master related to matters of local 
interest ; nothing appears in the transaction but routine business. 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. M.\ W.\ John S. Ber- 
ry was elected Grand Master, and B.-. E.-. Jacob H. Medairy re- 
elected Grand Secretary. 

MICHIGAN. 

The Annual Communication of the Grand □ of Michigan was 
held at Detroit, January 12th, 1870. 

Two hundred and thirty-seven pEEp represented. 

Two hundred and fifty-seven on the roll. Thirteen dispensations 
for new pi — 1 1 issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is a business paper of much int- 
erest. From it we learn that in 1860 there were 115 pFp with a 
membership numbering 5,816. In 1870, the number of pF=p had in- 
creased to 257, and the membership to over 20,000. 

In 1869, the Grand □ adopted a code of By-Laws for its subor- 
dinates, and made them obligatory. This action created considera- 
ble dissatisfaction among the pEEp and gave “ occasion to much cor- 
respondence between the subordinate pEEp and the Grand Master.” 
The Detroit pEEp put it thus : 

“ Was not the action of the Grand l l . in adopting a Code of By-Laws and 
prohibiting any alterations or additions thereto, without the concurrence of the 
Grand j*T). in direct conflict with the Constitution and ancient usages, and 
therefore not binding on us ?” 

The wisdom of the Grand Master prevented, what might have 
proved a very serious difficulty. He said to the pFpl : 

“ While I am clearly of the opinion that the recent action of our Grand □ 
in enforcing upon her subordinates a code of By-Laws, was an unintentional in- 
fraction of their reserved rightB, still I am not prepared at this time to abro- 
gate the enactments of onr Grand [Ep in relation to the code of By-Laws, be- 
cause I may consider them unconstitutional, and opposed to the ancient regula- 
tions ; neither would I recommend our (j=p who find the new By-Laws insulli- 
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cient for their government, to net them aside or in any way to nullify them, and 
thus defy the wisdom of our Grand CD- I think that before proceeding to so 
extreme a measure, an opportunity should be first given our Grand Body to 
retrace its steps, which I cannot doubt, will be promptly done when the matter 
shall have been properly presented for consideration." 

The Grand CD took the back track — so much for hasty legislation ! 

Our idea is, that enacting By-Laws for subordinates is a kind of 
ex post facto operation. To make their own By-Laws is an inherent 
right of a Chartered CD, and so expressed in the Charter — the lim- 
itation being — conformity with the Constitution &c. of the Grand CD. 

If Grand Bodies should enforce the provision — which most, if not 
all of them have — requiring By-Laws to be examined and approved 
by its authority, there would be no presumed necessity of invading 
the rights of subordinate bodies. 

There is too much Law making in Grand Bodies. If the laws on 
the records of most of the Grand pEp were enforced, there would 
be no necessity for new laws relative to non-affiliation, by-laws, &c., 
&c. A case arises; a difficulty occurs ; trouble is apprehended ; the 
old laws applicable are lost sight of or not enforced. A new enact- 
ment is made to cover the case, and hence confusion. The Grand 
Master decided that in balloting for initiation, where there was an 
insufficiency of balls for all the brethren present, the ballot was 
illegal. 

We would concur in the decision provided all the balls were while. 
If there were black balls, and they were used, what difference could 
it make whether there was a sufficient number of either color for 
those who had not balloted ? 

The following appears to be Michigan law, but seems strange to 
us : 

“ A brother dissatisfied with the action of his CD upon a sub- 
ject of controversy, asks for a dimit. 

“ Question. — Is a CD obliged to grant a dimit to a member in good 
standing, and whose dues are paid ? 

Answer. — No. The very fact that a vote is required is suffi- 
cient to prove that a CD is not obliged to grant a dimit, simply be- 
cause a brother demands it. In general terms a brother is entitled 
to a dimit ‘ on good cause shown.' ‘ Good cause ’ for dimission is de- 
fined as follows : 

“ 1. About to travel in foreign countries ; 

“ 2. Removal beyond the jurisdiction of his CD ; 

“ 3. To join with others in making application to form a new 
i — | . Applications for dimits to avoid the payment of dues, or on 
account of unfratemal feelings, should be rejected.” 

We would add to the “ good causes 
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4. “ Unfraternal feelings,” and 

5. Because he wants a, dimit. 

Why not strike out from the style the words “ Free ” and “An- 
cient,” leaving it “Accepted Masonry?” We don’t believe in 
attempts at forcing one to retain membership, when he does not de- 
sire to do so. 

We believe that every Mason ought to belong to a □, and that 
every good Mason will do so, unless his pecuniary condition is such 
that the payment of □ dues will distress himself or family. But 
if one takes so little interest in Masonry as to be unwilling to pay 
the small amount of dues attendant upon CH privileges, or is una- 
ble to fellowship with one or more of the members, let him go. The 
i — i is better off without him, but enforce the law applicable to non- 
affiliates. 

We opine that where it is held that the CD by vote has the right 
to grant or refuse aimits, the dogma is based upon, or grows out of ; 

First. — An idea that non- affiliation is thereby increased, and coer- 
cive measures must be used to prevent it. Masonry is, or should be 
Love, not force. 

Second. — Laxity in sustaining Masonic requirements ; something 
is done subjecting a party to discipline, instead of acting at the 
time; the matter slumbers, and as far as any action of the.CD is 
concerned, the brother is in good standing ; a dimit is applied for — 
months have rolled by, and yet a dimit is refused ; the brother is not 
in good standing ; we cannot comprehend the consistency of those 
[-Fjl that retain a brother in good standing themselves, (but refuse 
to give a certificate of the fact. 

Another coercive measure : 

“ Resolved, That all whose names appear on our records E. A. or F. C.’s, 
muBt appear within four months from this date, and apply for the remaining 
degree or degreea, or they will be considered the same as though they had not 
been initiated.” 

To the question, “ is such a resolution legal ?” the Grand Master 
answered “ No.” 

Belative to the Grand □ of Quebec, the Grand Master says : 

“ It is well known to the members of this Grand □ that, some two years 
Bince, the political status of our Canadian neighbors north of the lakes was 
materially changed. What we have long known as the Province of Canada 
(having one Legislature) was divided, and became the Province of Ontario 
and the Province of Quebec, each having its own Legislature, while both unit- 
ed with the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick in a federal union, 
became what is now called the “Dominion of Canada.” These political 
changes have necessarily disturbed pre-existing Masonic relations; and the 
disturbance has culminated finally in an attempt to organize, within the juris- 
diction of the Grand □ of Canada, a new Grand □ for what is now known 
as the Province of Quebec. This so-called Grand i i of Quebec appeals to 



46 


Appendix. 


[1871. 


us for recognition, and assigns the political changes just mentioned as the prin- 
cipal reason for organizing a Grand CD for the province. On the contrary, 
the Grand CD of Canada complains to us that the proceedings of the Quebec 
Brethren are not warranted by political changes, are illegal, nnmasonic and 
contrary to the will and wish of the parent Grand CD, and prays us to with- 
n^dfrom the Quebec organization our recognition and sanction. 

Hub ib one of those Masonic difficult (with which we in the United 
States are familiar) growing out of a change of political boundaries. 

It is well known that Grand fj—f) in the United States have uniformly 
agieed that when a territory or district has been recognized by the proper 
political power as a State, with all the rights and privileges of a State in the 
Union, from that moment all rf=p and Brethren within the limits of the new 
State are entitled to proceed lothe formation of a Grand I — l 
. “Indeed, it is the universal policy of Masonry to conform the boundaries of 
its Grand Jurisdiction to the political boundaries of the State. It seems evi- 
dent that our Canadian Brethren will find in this principle the only practicable 
solution of their difficulties. While I thus frankly state the policy which, 
from an American stand-point, seems to me best in sucli cases, I cannot refrain 
from expressing, at the same time, my deep regret that our Canadian Brethren 
have not made an amicable adjustment of their difficulties; and so confident 
am I they will yet find sncli a settlement, through the influence of Masonic 
chanty and brotherly love, that I recommend this Grand CD, for the present, 
to refrain from all interference in the questions at issue. Our relations with 
our Canadian Brethren have always been, and X hope they may always con- 
tinue to be, most harmonious and fraternal.” 


Yes, but in the solution of questions relating to foreign countries, 
must we be governed by theirs, or the American law and usage ? 

On the Representative system, he says : 

First. It affords an excellant method of communication between Grand 
gJ, and better facilities for the transaction of any business in which the Grand 
Bodies may be mutually interested. 

‘‘Secotul . — It brings our Grand [Ep into nearer, and if possible, more frater- 
nal relations with each other.” 

All of which is true in intent, but how is it in practice ? 

To make the system practical and efficient, all communications 
should be sent through the Representative. But many of the 
Grand Bodies do not send the party whom they have honored with 
a commission as Representative, even a copy of their transactions. 

The committee to whom the matter was referred, in a well written 
paper — we do not concur in their conclusions — reported adverse to 
the system. The Grand CD adopted the report. 

The following resolution, reported from the committee on Masonic 
law, was adopted : 

“Jlesolml, That it is the right of a subordinate CD to require of a member 
suspended for non-payment of dues, ns a condition of restoration, the payment 
of a sum. equal to the amount of dues during the term of suspension, in addi- 
tion to his dues at the time of his suspension.” 

This strikes us as rather queer. Michigan stands alone in this 
proposition. 

The following form of Report of Committee of Investigation was 
adopted : 


■ I — I No.- 


a 


To the W:. Master, Wardens and brethren of- 
A. F. &A. M. 

The committee to whom was referred the Petition of Mr. , for 

, upon diligent inquiry report as follows : 

That he is physically competent for admission ; 

Ho has resided within the jurisdiction of this I I for the last ; 

His belief is in God ; 

His occupation is ; 

His company and associates are of a respectable character ; 

He is addicted to the intemperate use of intoxicating liquors ; 

He uses profane language ; 

He has licentious nor immoral habits ; 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


A. L. 587 . 


} 


Committee.” 


We have commented rather freely upon the proceedings of Mich- 
igan, not having any fear of being pitched into, as Bro. Fenton's 
report on correspondence only occupies 28 pages in noticing the pro- 
ceedings of 39 American, and one Foreign Grand CU- 

M. - . W.*, A. T. Metcalf, Grand Master, and R.‘. W.'. James 
Fenton, Grand Secretary, were re-elected. 


MISSISSIPPI. 

The fifty-second Annual Communication of the Grand CU of Mis- 
sissippi was held at Jackson, January 17th, 1870 — in session four 
days. 

Two hundred and four pt— 1 1 represented. The roll number three 
hundred and twenty-two, but from the Grand Secretary’s report, we 
notice that there are only two hundred and seventy-eight pEEp in 
activity — showing that in fifty-two years, only forty-four |~EEp have 
ceased working. 

Nine dispensations for new pEEp were issued during the year. 

The Grand Master presented a very lengthy Address. We select 
several passages from it : 

“ Every CU, by a small annual contribution, can accumulate a library suit- 
able to its wants, and never feel the burden. Every Master Mason should read. 
A reading neighborhood is a good neighborhood to live in, and a reading peo- 
ple are an enterprising and moral, arid successful people. One cause of apathy 
in Masonry, at the present time, is the amount of ignorance that abounds in 
the [Ep of the State. If you visit a reading CU, you will find one full of life, 
of zeal, of good works.” 

We commend the above to our rEEp. We have often and again 
urged upon the pEEp to get, if even but a few books, make a start, 
and a library will necessarily follow. 

“ Another creeping evil is the trading on Masonry. Men will pledge their 
Masonic word, in order to obtain credit, and after having accomplished their 
purpose, defy their deluded brother, and mock him in his mortification and in- 
jury. The Grand CU should make this offence a specialty, and crush out of 
existence so heinous a crime.” 
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A matter that receives too little attention from our pt~ 1 1 ; an evil 
to which young Masons are particularly exposed. We approve of 
the suggestion of the Grand Master. 

Under the head of “ Progress of Masonry in Mississippi,” the 
Grand Master remarks : 

“ The increase of our rEp in numerical strength during the past year, was as 
great as is desired, unless we could believe that the new material is' better than 
some of the old. Borne [§1 are increasing rapidly — some are declining, and 
Borne are stationary. In morals, in purity, in sobriety nnd in personal and Ma- 
sonic integrity, there has been no progress since I addressed you last. There 
are various solutions of this state of things, tliat may satisfy the unreflecting [ 
and some of them may challenge the sympathy of all. I submit the result of 
my investigations : 

. “1 st - The war greatly demoralized our whole people, male and female, includ- 
ing within its influence, the children of the country. 

“2nd. Subsequent to the war, a system of oaths, test oath, oaths of allegi- 
ance, and other kinds, were inaugurated, which may find a sanction in some po- 
litical good, but which in our State, has had tiie effect to lessen the sauctity of 
moral obligations. 

“ 3rd. The peculiar condition of our people, politically, has had a tendency 
to render our white citizens desperate. It would be out of place to introduce 
any matter partisan in its nature, but in general terms, our people proper, feel, 
as a people, that they have no friends on earth, willing to listen to the story of 
their wrongs, nnd aid in redressing them. 

. “'1th. Last but not least, the inefficiency and ignoranco of Masonic officers 
in the State are fruitful sources of immorality nnd wantonness. Where Officers 
assume the right to profane God’s name as a matter of personal liberty, what 
are we to expect of private members, especially young men, just ontcring the 
Fraternity ? When Masters of [§] claim the right to be intemperate, can we 
be surprised that members get drunk and shed blood 7 

“ None of the above causes authorize the Brethren in forsaking the Land- 
marks our I'athors have set. We should remember that God lives and rules. 
My Brethren, behold the buu as it rises in the East. It beautifies and lights 
up the world, when at its meridian heights, and look upon it again at close of 
day, as it plunges beneath the horizon into the golden, deep, unknown West. 
We see no change, no variation from day to dav, or from year to year. This 
same sun smiled upon Adam and lighted up all the paths of Methuselah. The 
Moon, also, waxes and wanes with the recurring months. Masons are taught 
to draw lessons from these observations of the Heavenly orbs. They teach us 
uniformity, regularity and constancy in good works, and to go forward under 
clouds and in brightest day, in the discharge of every duty." 

Evidently, the a African " question bothers our Mississippi breth- 
ren. Under the head of “ Masonry versus Politics,” he says : 

“Masonry has no connection with Politics; yet under onr present condition 
and circumstances, we are in danger of losing sight of the dividing line between 
the two. Negroes are not Masons, but by the burs of Congress, they are vot- 
ers. An exciting canvass has just passed in our State, and officers have been 
elected by the votes of a people, formerly our slaves, and now regarded by us 
as unfitted for the high dignity and the weighty responsibility of acting the 
part of legislators and other parts of civic duty, equally delicate and respon- 
sible. 

I have introduced this subject, to Bav to you, first : These tilings are in 
accordanco with the law of the Congress 'of the United States, and you must 
peaceably and quietly submit, and endure what you consider wrongs until they 
can he rectified by such legal remedies as may be left you. The negroes, while 
they are called, in numbers, the political power of the State, are not responsi- 
ble.for their being in this country, or for occupying the responsible places to 
Which the recent political and social revolution in our midst, lias assigned them. 
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They are ignorant, and out of the seventy thousand who voted in the late elec- 
tion, not one hundred thought or reasoned for themselves, or could think or 
reason upon the consequences, immediate or remote, that might follow the re- 
sult of the election. These people are to be pitied bvyou. Their political ele- 
vation entitles them to our commiseration and forbearance. Masonry owes 
these people a duty. Wo must not be vindictive, and I enjoin it upon you to be 
charitable and indulgent. 

The contact mid direction of the white population have made the negro the 
most independent nud the most prosperous laborer in the United States. Let 
Masons, instead of threatening evil to these people, for their political hostility and 
apparent enmity, remember who the negro is, and what he is. Let them seek his 
improvement and elevation. The “ great lights ” will, if properlv understood, 
aid us materially in this behalf. In reference to our brethren who have been 
elected to office over us by the negro vote, I would admouisli you to be very 
charitable. Higher motives may havo impelled them than we have been able 
to ascribe to them. Do not be harsh in judgment with one who advertises his 
innocence and purity by wearing a Masonic apron. Masons muBt examine 
themselves, and by squnring themselves and their acting by the square of vir- 
tue, they may look more properly after the acts and motives of others. If you 
pursue this course — the course which Free Masonry directs, in a few years, the 
Supreme Grand Master of the Universe will see that the True, the Beautiful, 
and. the Good— attributes of His own being — are placed in their proper esti- 
mation.” 


Society must be in a very excited state, when a Grand Master in 
an Address to his Grand □, feels Called upon to admonish Masons 
to be “ charitable ” to a brother who had been elected to office by 
negro votes I 

The committee on “ Masonic Law and Jurisprudence,” made a 
very lengthy report, from which we copy : 

”1. Question. — If a 1 i is called to confer the F. C, Degree, can it be opened 
and closed in that degree alone? Or must the minutes be recorded as com- 
menced and closed in a Master's □ ? 

Answer. — A | | called to confer a degree, should bo opened and closed 

in that degree ; and the purpose for which it was called should be distinctly 
stated on the minutas, which should show that the business was transacted in 
a I — l of that degree. It is not necessary or proper to open on the Third Degree, 
when an inferior degree has to be conferred at a special meeting, as all the 
preliminaries must have been completed at a preceding stated meeting Noth- 
ing is left to be done at the called meeting, but the ceremony of conferring 
the degree and the delivery of the lecture.” 

“H. Question.— Should the minutes be read and adopted at the close of the 
CD, or be submitted to and approved by the succeeding meeting? 

Answer. — The minutes should be readbeforethe close of the r~l . that all the 
brethren may know whether the business has been fairly and correct 
ly recorded. On the Master’s inquiry, whether the brethren are satisfied, is 
the proper time for correction. If no objection iB made they are signed, and 
the CD closed. No change can be mnde at any subsequent meeting. The min- 
utes are read at the next meeting for the purpose of information as to unfinished 
business. See sec. 43, Rules and Reg. for Sub, rEp.” 

111. “ Question. — In the absence of the S.\ Wlv'vho takes the West? 

“ Answer . — The station must be filled l>y appointment, pro tern. The Junior 
Warden does not succeed to the Senior Warden, though he does take the place 
of Master in the absence of that officer, and of the 8.-. W.\ There is no rule 
of gradual succession, else it would extend to Treasurer, Secretary, Deacon and 
Tyler. Each officer, when present, takes his respective place, except that the 
Warden can fill the station of Master.” 

“VII. Question. — Are Anderson’s Constitutions (General Regulations) to 
be looked upon as constituting a part of the 'Ancient Landmarks,’ upon which 
no innovation can be made ? 
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“Answer. — The General Regulations contained in Anderson’s Constitutions, 
are not so classed, although some of the Landmarks are embraced in them. 
They are liable to be altered, ‘ provided always, that the old Landmarks be 
carefully preserved see XXXIX General Regulations, Anderson’B Consti- 
tutions. They may be regarded as the Common Law of Masonry, for the gov- 
ernment of such cases as have not otherwise been provided for. Each Grand 
I i has the right to alter them, subject to the above restriction.” 

Some years since, the following resolutions were adopted by the 
Grand CD of Missouri, upon the report of a committee to investi- 
gate and define the Ancient Landmarks of Masonry, of which com- 
mittee Bro. J. ~W. S. Mitchell was chairman. They have been 
generally acquiesced in. 

“ Resolved , That the Ancient Charges, as published by the order of the 
Grand r~l of England, in Anderson’S Constitutions, contain all or nearly all 
the Ancient Landmarks and usages of Masonry proper to be written. 

" Resolved, That no Grand I I has the right to alter, change or amend any 
portion of said Ancient Charges. 

" Resolved , That the Ancient Constitutions, as contained in the first edition 
of Anderson’s Constitutions, is, or should be, regarded as the highest Masonic 
authority on which to found a Code of Laws for the good of the Craft.” 

“VIII. Question. — A CD Under Dispensation will make application at the 
next Annual Grand Communication, for a charter. I wish to join the CD, as 
it is five miles nearer my residence than any other CD- Can I sign the peti- 
tion for the charter, and in that way obtain membership ? 

“Answer. — You cannot, as you did not sign the petition for the Dispensation. 
You cannot acquire membership in that way. The Dispensation was granted 
to those whose names were in the petition, and the Charter will be issued to 
them. When the Charter has been issued, the CD duly constituted, and the 
officers installed, the CD can admit new members, although those raised in' it, 
while Under Dispensation, are considered as members after it is duly consti- 
tuted.” 

“ IX. Question. — Who are officers of a Fellow-Craft’s CD ? 

Answer. — A Fellow-Craft's CD, when composed of the least number, consists 
of Master, Senior and Junior Wardens, and Senior and Junior Deacons. Such 
|Ep do no business but examine candidates and confer the Degree.” 

“ X. Question. — A brother residing in our CD, and having a dimit as a Fel- 
low Craft, wits rejected in our CD- Can he join any other CD he pleases, 
whether lie lives in its jurisdiction or not? 

“Answer. — the dimit was illegally issued. A CD can grant dimits only to 
its members, and a Fellow-Craft is not a member. The CD can grant a cer- 
tificate that the brother has received that Degree, and is in good standing at 
the time.” 

“ XI. Question.. — Has a Master Mason, with a dimit, the right to join any CD 
he pleases, whether he lives in its jurisdiction or not? 

“Answer. — lie certainly can apply to any CD he chooses for admission to 
membership. There is no rule requiring a Mason to hold membership in the 
I — l under whose jurisdiction he resides.” 

“XII. Question. — Is there not a law or edict requiring an applicant for a 
dimit. to state what CD he desires affiliating with before a dimit can be granted? 

“Avmer . — There is no such rule in existence, nor has any such been passed 
by this Grand CD- On the contrary, the Grand CD haa always held that a 
brother in good standing, and not indebted to a CD, was entitled to a dimit. 
A vote of the CD is not necessary to his obtaining it. If a brother pays liis 
dues and makes application in open CD, and there are no charges against him, 
and none ready to be brought, he is entitled to the dimit, and the Secretary is 
bound to give him the certificate.” 

" XV. Question. — The Natchez Hnmboldt Association is about to celebrate 
the Centennial Anniversary of the birth of Alexander Van Humboldt, and 
ask Harmony and Andrew Jackson [Ep to participate with the Odd Fellows, 
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Fire Companies, and others, in a public procession, &c- Can Masonic H5I take 
part therein without a Bpecial Dispensation from the Grand Master? What is 
the regulation of the Grand CD on the subject? 

“ Answer . — In 1745, mock processions were gotten up in London, with a view 
to throw the Fraternity into ridicule. The Grand CD discontinued public 
processions for a time, and issued an edict prohibiting [Ep from moving in 
them, clothed in regalia, without a Dispensation. In a note on the subject, 
appended to ‘Funeral Ceremonies,’ in Preston’s Illustrations, we find the fol- 
lowing: 

“ * The above law was planned to put a stop to mixed and irregular Conventions 
of Masons, and to preveut them from exposing to derision tho iusignia of the 
Order, by parading through the streets on unimportant occasions. It was not, 
however, intended to restrict the privileges of any regular CD, or encroach upon 
the legal prerogative of any installed Master. By the universal practice of 
Masons, every regular CD is authorized by the Constitution to act on such occa- 
sions when limited to its own members, if the Society at lnrge be not dishonor- 
ed. Every installed Master is sufficiently empowered by the Constitution, 
without any other authority, to convene and govern his own CD on any emer- 
gency, at the funeral of its own members, or on any occasion in which the honor 
of line Society is concerned. But when brethren irom other [Ep are convened, 
who are not subject to his control, in that ease a particular Dispensation is re- 
quired from the Grand Master.’ ” 

Preston, when Master of the CD of Antiquity, acted upon the 
proposition that it was within the province of the CD or its Master 
to appear in public procession, and the Grand CD of England ex- 
pelled him. 

“ XVI. Question . — Is there any law by which a CD may discipline a member 
who engages in the sale of whisky as a business ; keeps a retail grocery or a 
bar? 

“ X (miter. — There is no law which prohibits a Mason from engaging in any 
occupation which is sanctioned by the civil laws of the land. Retailing spirit- 
ous liquors being sanctioned by special license, is, therefore, a lawf ul occupation. 
It depends altogether on the conduct of the retailer. If he so conducts his 
business as to bring censure or reproach on himself or the Fraternity, that, of 
itself, constitutes unmasonic conduct, and subjects him to discipline. If he 
keeps a disorderly and disreputable house, he can be arraigned for unmasonic 
conduct growing out of his occupation, but not for the occupation itself.” 

“ A Past Master claims that he can only be tried by a I I of Past Masters or 
by the Grand CD itself. His claim is not allowable. His service as a Master 
or his membership in the Grand CD, by virtue of his character as Past Mas- 
ter, does not destroy or impair his amenability to his CD. Master Masons are 
his peers, and his CD has full jurisdiction. It is not understood that he claims 
exemption as an officer of the Grand CD ; in which ease the trial would have 
to be deferred until that official relation ceased, or the Grand CD itself ho 
summoned.” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, in which the proceedings 
of forty- three Grand [~EEp are reviewed, was presented by Bro. C. 
T. Murphy. Minnesota receives a lengthy and flattering notice. 

Bro. Murphy approves of our resolution relative to non-affiliates, 
and commends “ it to the favorable consideration of our law-makers, 
as a move in the right direction.” 

In our report for 1868, commenting on the address of the Grand 
Master of Kansas, we said : 

“ In such a case, if the applicant be a man, free bom, of mature age, and of 
good report, hale and sound, not deformed or dismembered, and well recom- 
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mender], it is immaterial whether lie has been rejected or not. The d) judges 
of the present, not previous condition. VVe believe in the efficiency of repent- 
ance, and that an error of youth should not be followed to Ibo grave, more es- 
pecially by Masons.” 

Bro. Murphy says : 

“ The Brother knows as well as any one, that his opinions here expressed, 
are in conflict with the established usage and highest authority in the country, 
and his own deservedly high character as a Masonic jurist, entitles his opinions 
to great weight. When ho takes occasion to inveigh against a well established 
usage, or a popular construction of the ancient charges, the Fraternity will claim 
the right to have the objections backed up with something more than a mere 
disapproval — some argument.”' 

With all deference to Bro. Murphy, “ The Brother ” does not know 
11 that his opinions here expressed, are in conflict with the establish- 
ed usage and highest authority in the country.” We have never 
seen in any of the Monitors— ancient or modern— the question “ Have 
you ever been rejected?” It is a new inquiry, and as yet has been 
adopted by hut two or three Grand pEp . Under the old “ Regula- 
tions,” a man had the right to apply for work, where and as often 
as he pleased, and the question was never proposed, “ Have you ever 
before applied ?” 

M. - . W. - . George R. Fearn was elected Grand Master, and 
R.-. W. - . J. L. Power re-elected Grand Secretary. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand □ of New Hampshire 
was held at Concord, May 18, 19, 1870. 

Sixty-four pEp represented. 

Eighty-eight on the roll. 

The Address of the Grand Master related to his official acts, which 
were of local interest. 

The ten Dist. Dep. Grand Masters gave very cheering reports of 
the condition of the pEp . We make quotations from two of them : 

“ There is in this town a Royal Arch Chapter, a Council of Royal and Se- 
lect Masters, and a Commandery, all of which hold their meetings in the same 
hall with the cm. The influence of these bodies is unfavorable to a regular 
attendance of the Brethren upon the d]. This ought not to be. The Blue 
l — i is the foundation and forms the substratum of Masonry, and is of vastly 
more importance than any other branch of the Order. A disposition to neglect 
the dl for the so-called higher degrees, ought not to be encouraged. As the 
I — i is first in the orders of Masonry, so is it first in importance and value, and 
it ought to be first in the hearts of the Brethren.” 

If the subordinate or Blue □ is neglected, where is the mate- 
rial to be obtained for the other bodies ? 

“ On examining the records of this dl, which were kept with great neatnesB 
and general accuracy, I noticed that it was the practice of the Secretary to make 
his minutes on loose sheets of paper, which were read at the next regular com- 
munication, corrected if necessary, and when approved by the Lodge, entered 
upon the hook of records. I called the attention of the £□ to the subject, and 
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suggested that I thought it a method not to ho approved, but was informed by 
Bro. Shirley and other members of the CD, that a similar practice obtained in 
most, if not all the [Ep, ils well as other Masonic bodies in that part of the 
State. Of this I had not before been aware, as it is, I think, not the usage in 
rEp with which I have been most familiar. This seems to me a loose method 
which ought not to be approved ; and wherever it is practiced, might speedily 
to he abandoned. There can be no good reason why the records of each com- 
munication should not be made up at once and entered upon the book of rec- 
ords, when, if amendments should lie found necessary, they can he made hy 
order of the I I. Otherwise, in ease of the death, or inability of the Secretary 
before a succeeding communication, the record might be lost, from the want of 
any one authorized to enter it upon the hook.” 

The records should be, written in the book, read and approved at 
each session before the close of the I I . 

Venerable Bro. Horace Chase, for sixteen years Grand Secretary, 
on retiring from office presented a report, a Masonic autobiography 
of the fifty years in which lie has been a member of the Grand 
CD. 

Transactions of local interest. 

The Report on Foreign Correspondence in which the proceedings 
of thirty-five Grand |H — 1 1 are reviewed, was presented by Bro. John 
J. Bell. 

Because of Bro. Bell’s comments on our transactions of previous 
years, we very much regret that Minnesota is not included in the 
present report. 

We overlooked in the report of Bro. Hill to the Grand dl of 
California, for 1869, a notice of the new Provincial Grand dl of 
British Columbia. We copy Bro. Bell’s quotation : 

“ In the appendix we find what seems to be the outline of a constitution, 
which contains some provisions that look queer to our unsophisticated Yankee 
vision. E. g. : every officer of the Grand CD has to ‘ pony up’ for the privi- 
lege of occupying his exalted position. The Grand Master is assessed $15, the 
Deputy $10, and all others except the Tyler, So each. That is for the office it- 
self Then comes a second assessment annually for ‘ general purposes,’ which 
is S15 for the Grand Master, $10 for the Deputy ; $7 50 each for the Wardens, 
Treasurer, Secretary, Clerk, Chaplain. Director of Ceremonies; $5 each for 
Deacon, Sword Bearer, Architect, Bible Bearer, and $2 50 on each member 
of the Grand dl- How would such a system work in California, especially in 
connection with another provision, that every Grand Officer and member not 
attending the sessions of the Grand r I . shall be fined, the amounts varying 
from $10 for the Grand Master down to $1 for Past Grand Officers and mem- 
bers ? Our brethren at the North have certainly hit upon a ‘ Yankee notion,’ 
if not the, philosopher's stone !” 

From bi3 comments on Oregon, we copy : 

“ A brother who was suspended indefinitely, in 1856, was restored to Mason- 
ry, and to membership in his former dl- We had always understood that the 
right of each dl to select its own members was absolute and indefeasible. 
How long is it to be before rEp will be forced to receive all non-affiliates in their 
jurisdiction, at this rate? If the Grand dl can force one member upon the 
I I . no matter what his former connection with it, it can force as many as it 
chooses. This is not merely innovation, it is revolution.” 
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The Grand CD can restore to membership only where it reverses 
the decision of a i i for reason of its wrong action. 

We copy from his notice of Virginia : 

“ The committee on the Grand Master’s address thus dispose of the colored 
brethren : 

“ ‘ In the matter of recognition of persons claiming to be colored Masons, we 
have to report that a memorial, respectful in tone and unexceptionable in spirit, 
has been presented to this Grand Body by a committco claiming to act in be- 
half of tlie Grand i j of Virginia (colored), asking fraternal recognition and 
representation in this Grand Body, and setting forth various reasons why such 
request should be granted. But it is clear, from their own memorial, that if 
Masons at all, these parties can occupy no status other than that of illeyallij 
mule Masons. They claim to have received the degrees in a CD within our 
jurisdiction, chartered by a foreign Grand CD, clearly in violation of well-un- 
derstood and universally acknowledged Masonic law and usage. It is, there- 
fore, manifestly impossible that this Grand Body can entertain any proposition 
of. affiliation or recognition. The feverish and excited condition of the public 
mind, in reference to this subject, furnishes an additional reason why this Grand 
□ should carefuUy avoid any action which might tend to introduce confusion 
and disorder where all is now harmony and peace. 

“ ‘ Resolved, That this Grand CD declino to recognize or affiliate, as Masons, 
with the memorialists claiming to represent a colored Grand CD of Virginia.’ ’’ 

Bro. Bell presents a lengthy argument in favor of the recognition 
of the Grand CD of Quebec — which the Grand CD did. He cites 
as parallel instances, the formation of the Grand |-F=p of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Maine and Iowa. If Quebec was within the Uni- 
ted States, his arguments would be unanswerable, but Quebec is 
within the British Possessions, and we think the question should be 
subject to the customs and usages that obtain in European countries. 

M.\ W.\ John B. Holbrook was elected Grand Master, and 

R.'. W.‘. Abel Hutchins, Grand Secretary. 

NEW YORK. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of New York was 
held at New York, June 7, 1870. 

Six hundred and twenty-eight pEEp represented. 

Six hundred and fifty working pEEp in the State. 

Six hundred and ninety-six on the roll. 

Ten dispensations for new ptEp issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master is a lengthy business paper of 
great interest. Several matters discussed by him we copy for the 
edification of the brethren here. 

He notices the decease of P.\ G.\ M.\ Robert D. Holmes, and 
P.‘. D. - . D.'. G.-. M. - . William R. Merriam. 

Often in past years, we have noticed in the proceedings of Grand 
rEp, complaints against some subordinate CD in the State of New 
York. Of this matter, the Grand Master says : 

“The complaints of Sister Grand pEp for the unlawful working upon their 
material by the [§1 in this jurisdiction, have occasioned almost constant labor, 
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anxiety and mortification to the Grand Master. They have been more numer- 
ous and better founded than ever before ; hut. have met with the unvarying re- 
sponse, that the offense a Hedged would Ire diligently examined and redressed, if 
sustained, and the evil complained of be repressed if the power invested in the 
Grand Master was sufficient, for its accomplishment.” 

Reporting a number of cases, and his action thereon, he says : 

“This ends, so far as it is deemed necessary to state particular cases, the re- 
cord of the misconduct of our [S3, in grasping after and working unlawfully 
upon material from sister jurisdictions, by which the comity existing between 
sister Grand Bodies and ours has been seriously endangered, and the general 
rules and regulations of our own Grand □ set 'at defiance. 

“ It would seem as though certain guilty parties thought little and cared less 
where the materials for the temple they are laboring to erect, were gathered if 
only material could he obtained. 

“ Ifour tem pies are to be constructed in this manner, and erected of materi- 
als tints wickedly obtained, how can we expect the divine blessing on our work ? 
The Supreme Master has no attributes which will affiliate with, or approve 
such transactions. 

“ If it is not already understood, it should be, that thfo offiense can not long- 
er be committed in this jurisdiction with impunity to the offender. There is 
in such cases of wrongful act somebody guilty, actively or collusively : either 
by connivance, carelessness, or lack of due scrutiny. In such cases, the effort 
should be to ascertain, and never fail to punish the one found guilty, according 
to tins degree of guilt. The mills of Masonic justice in this jurisdiction mav 
have ground slowly during the year passed, but they have ground surely, anil 
it is lioped will continue to work till this great evil is repressed.” 

We opine that hereafter other jurisdictions will have but little 
cause to complain of New York. 

A □, after trial, suspended one of its members. The brother 
appealed to the G-rand Master. We give his argument : 

“ It was substantially, whether a Mason, being duly summoned as a witness 
before the courts of law of a State, can apjiear and testify to the truth, when 
such testimony will disgrace or implicate a brother Mason or a brother Mason’B 
wile. This was the sole question raised by the appeal, as there was no evidence 
given or offered, nor was it charged that the testimony given by the appellant 
before the judge was false. * 

“ 1“ determining the appeal, it seemed to me that Bro. Westlake’s position 
was one of great difficulty as to what he should do in order to avoid punish- 
ment by the □. He testified to the truth, and they suspended him. What 
would the □ have done if he had testified falsely? Certainly, the penalty 
imposed would not have been less for a higher offence. He would then have 
been suspended at least, ne was therefore certain of suspension by the n 
whichever way lie testified, whether falsely or truly. Had he testified falsely, 
would not the court have punished him by indictment for perjury, and sent him 
to State prison as a felon ? Should he have refused to answer ? The only 
reason he could have given for such refusal would be, that his answer would 
implicate or disgrace a brother Mason, or a brother Mason’s wife, no bucIi ex- 
cuse would have been allowed by the court, and he would have been compelled 
to answer. Had he still refused, his imprisonment for contempt would have 
followed, and he would have been an inmate of the county jail till he did an- 
swer, and made suitable atonement for his misconduct. 

“Masonry inculcates, as a duty on its members, obedience to the civil au- 
thority and the laws of the State, and indeed will, in its own tribunals, punish 
crimes against those laws by suitable Masonic penalties. 

“ The appellant, therefore, when giving his evidence, was ‘obedient unto the 
law, and did his duty by civil, os well as by Masonic jurisprudence. 

“ He could not do otherwise with either safety or security. He thus con- 
formed to the Holy Law, as well as to that of man’s devising, and it was a 
gratification to be able to decide that, in so doing, lie did also his Masonic duty. 


i 
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“He had taken an oath in the presence of the Great Master of the Universe, 
with his hand on the book of the Holy 1 jaw, that he would ‘ testify to the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.’ Is there anything in the 
obligations of a Mason, or his duty towards a brother Mason, that forbids, 
nullifies, or absolves him from the full force of the oath taken ? 

“ The Grand Master was not and is not aware of anything in those obligations 
or duties that gives, or professes to give, any such absolution. On the contrary, 
we are taught distinctly that there is nothing in our obligations that in anywise 
conflicts with our duties to God, our fellow-men, or the State. 

“The appellant was therefore bound by his solemn oath to tell the truth on 
the examination in question. This duty he faithfully observed, and he could 
not be punished by any Masonic tribunal for so answering. 

“ The idea that seems to prevail to a considerable extent, that a Mason, or a 
Mason’s wife, is above or beyond the law of the State, or not subject to have 
his or her moral character, or standing, or truthfulness investigated, when call- 
ed as witnesses in the courts of the State, and that other Masons must not, 
under penalty of suspension, testify to what they know and believe on the sub- 
ject, is a gross error, and one that can not be too thoroughly eradicated. 

“ If such an error should become general, it would soon be applied to Masons 
acting as jurors on the trial of another Mason charged with crime ; and finding 
a verdict of guilty, they would, under such a rule, bo liable to suspension, as it 
would be urged then, as it was in support of the conviction of the appellant, 
that by such verdict they had brought disgrace on the CD- Hot at all. Those 
who argue thus should call to mind the noble answer given by a French king 
to a simular argument urged by certain noblemen petitioning for the pardon of 
one of their class who had been sentenced to execution for the robbery and 
assassination of a jeweler ; and the pardon being sought because his execution 
would bring disgrace upon their Order. The king sternly refused, saying : 
‘The disgrace is in the crime, and not in the punishment.’ 

“The action of the CD was reversed, and the appellant restored to member- 
ship therein, and to all the rights and privileges of Masonry.” 

We copy the following — because of the curiosity of the question. 

" The question was presented, whether an alien could bo initiated in one of 
our [Ep, though he had resided in this State over one year, nnd was in all other 
respects duly qualified, except his alienage. 

“ My answer was in the affirmative. That in the Fraternity of Masonry, 
alienage was unknown. That our institution was cosmopolitan in its character, 
and takes within its folds all who apply, and are Masonically qualified for ad- 
mission, without the slightest regard to kindred, or tongue, or race, who on in- 
spection, shall pass the scrutiny of an unanimous ballot in a particular CD. In 
the commonwealth of our Israel there is no one such a stranger that being 
Masonically qualified, he can not npply for admission within the gates of the 
temple, nor was there such under the Mosaic dispensation.” 

We do not remember of having heard the following question : 

“ Can the Master of a Lodge testify against a brother, to facts, communica- 
ted by the brother to him in the course of Masonic discipline, or when asking 
his advice as a Master of the CD ? 

“The answer was in the negative. This is the uniform rule of the church, 
of the legal, and also of the medical professions, and in each of the above cases 
is sanctioned by law.” 

“ The law is founded on the principle that every facility should he given to 
an erring man to confess liis offenses to, and take the advice of some one in au- 
thority over him, and in whom he places full confidence. There is no one be* 
tween whom that relation is stronger mid more capable of good than between 
the Master and his brethren. At all events, when the Master has thus received 
the confessions of a brother, he should not be allowed to testify to the facts thus 
obtained before any Masonic tribunal.” 

Our constitution contains the same provision as does that of New 
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York, and hence the decision of the Grand Master is of importance 
here. We quote : 

“The By-Laws of [fEp have been presented for action, and one. of the most 
important questions arising on them has been, as to the validity of enactments 
inflicting penalties of various kinds on members for non-payment of dues. 

“All such clauses have been uniformly disapproved, and stricken out as un- 
constitutional and void. 

“ The 49th section of the Constitution has provided what may be done by a 
CD for non-payment of dues, and nothing more can be done than is thus au- 
thorized. For it is a rule of law, especially in construing powers granted in 
Constitutions, that the specification of a particular penalty, or censure, or man- 
ner of punishment for an act, virtually excludes ail other penalties and cen- 
sures, and all other modes of punishment. It is a rule as old as the common 
law, that ‘when a statute limits a thing to be done hi a particular form, it in- 
cludes in itself a negative, that it should not be done otherwise.' This is em- 
phatically so, when the new pcualty sought to be imposed is penal in its char- 
acter. 

“ The offense Bought to be punished by those censures was non-payment of 
dues. The Constitution in section 49, calls this offense, ‘arrears for dues.’ 
The offense is the same, and is that of default in paying dues. The only pen- 
alty given by the Constitution is, that ‘ arrears for one year’s dues shall subject 
a member to be stricken from the roll.’ * * * ‘But iio act' of censure, 
suspension, or expulsion, shall be pronounced thereon for non-payment of dues 
only.’ 

“It will thus be seen that the section itself provides, from greater caution, 
that no other penalty than the one specified shall be inflicted for this offense. 

“ It seems to be supposed that though the Constitution says, ‘ no censure shall 
be imposed,’ yet the CD may impose disfranchisement and deprival of other 
Masonic rights, such as the right of speech, the right of visit, the right to 
charity, and above all, the right of Masonic burial of his remains, if the brother 
in arrears dies after having omitted the payment of Iris dues. 

“If these things are not ‘censures,’ what are they? Surely they are not 
kindnesses or fraternal acts. The term ‘censure,’ is defined : ‘condemning; 
reproving; reprehending; reprimanding; blaming.' Now the Constitution, 
by the use of that term, and it being one favorable to liberality, is to bo liber- 
ally construed, has forbidden any of these punishments being imposed for this 
oftenBe; and yet, By-Laws are found containing them, in plain violation of the 
enactment. 

“It is difficult to see what penalty, that was not a ‘censure,’ could be im- 
posed by a i i . In all the By-Laws that have been presented for approval, 
not one of those less penalties imposed, but was a censure, and all of them have 
been disapproved, and held to be of no validity. The only way given in the 
law whereby a member of a I I can be deprived of any Masonic right, privi- 
lege or authority, for ‘non-payment of dues only,’ is the constitutional penalty 
of striking from the roll, after he has been in arrears for such dues for one 
year. On being summoned to pay his dues, and not complying or excusing 
his default, he is in arrears, and may be stricken off the roll.” " 

If Grand Master Gibson’s reasoning is correct, the Grand □ 
must change its Constitution, or repeal resolutions adopted in 1868 . 

We never regarded poverty as a masonic crime, nor can we under- 
stand that charity which would compel a brother to expose his pov- 
erty before a whole □ or be suspended. 

On the right of visitation Grand Master Gibson says : 

“ These arc more flexible hi their character. It bus thus been adjudged dial a 
CD may refuse to receive a particular visitor, if, in the belief of a its peace 
and harmony will be thereby disturbed. That it is the right of a member of 
the [ZD to object to the admission of a proposed visitor, and the latter will, 
thereupon, be excluded from entering. That the Master ought always to ex- 
it 
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elude a visitor, whose admission will cause a member to retire in consequence 
of the reception of such visitor. That the Master cannot require a member so 
objecting, to stale to him his reasons for such objection, nor becauso such reas- 
ons are refused, or, being given, are deemed by him insufficient, can the Maa- 
ter admit such visitor. That the Master may, without waiting for an objection, 
exclude a visitor. There is no rule in this jurisdiction requiring one who ob- 
jects to a visitor entering the □ to therefore present charges against him. 

“The general principles governing the right of visit, and limiting and regu- 
lating its exercise, and preventing its abuse, within this jurisdiction, are founded 
on the welfare of the Craft, the harmony of the CD, and the comfort of the 
brethren. 

" IVe regard the □ as a particular household — having its own peculiar 
family feelings, habits, and ways — having its own exclusive and private affairs 
— having members of one general household, the Masonic Fraternity, hut com- 
posed of individuals, with human ‘ feelings like as other men.’ \Ve do not, 
therefore, force upon one member of that family the companionship and society 
of a member of some other I I . or of one who is unafiiliated, with whom he 
will not associate, and whose entrance into the I I will compel his departure. 
Nor do we require the objecting brother to state to the CH, or to the Master, 
his reasons for objecting. It is sufficient for us to know that our Masonic broth- 
er objects to the visitor being received. IVe do not drive out of our family a 
member who is in good standing, aiding, by his presence and with his means, 
his l l in its work, merely to give admission to another, certainly no better, 
and whom we have not tried, and of whom the particular family may know 
nothing. He who objects to a visitor, exercises with us a Masonic right, as 
strong, as necessary, and as valuable, as that of him w r ho seeks to enforce the 
1 right to visit.’ 

“We acknowledge the ‘right of visit,’ but limit, and indeed forfeit it by our 
particular regulations. 

“To compel a brother either to associate with another, or present charges 
against him and prove his mi worthiness, seems to us neither fraternal toward 
our own members, nor favorable to the visitor. It might sometimes induce a 
member to present charges for offences committed, merely to avoid fellowship 
with another, when neither the interest of the Craft nor the welfare of the ac- 
cuser or accused would thereby ho promoted. 

“ I therefore answer your questions in accordance with the foregoing: 

“1. That a visitor has no inherent or absolute right to visit, unless qualified 
by the right to refuse his proposed visit. 

" 2. That a Muster Mason possesses the unqualified rightof objection to a pro- 
posed visit, and is not bound to assign his reasons. 

“ 3. That in so doing he exercises a right, and is no more accountable for ex- 
ercising it, than the other is for proposing to visit. 

“ 4. That ho is not bound to present charges, to exclude the visitor.” 

From among the decisions made by the Grand Master we select : 

“One who votes at a particular place conclusively elects that to be bis 
residence. 

“ The rules of law as to residence, how obtained and changed, are applicable 
to jurisdiction of fEp over candidates. 

“ Residence of a person once existing in a place, it remains there till a new 
residence Is lawfully obtained in [mother place.” 

“ When one acting on a Committee of Investigation neglects to exercise due 
scrutiny as to the eligibility and worthiness of a candidate, and reports favor- 
ably, and the candidate was nut eligible, or not worthy, such eoimnittcman be- 
comes subject to discipline, and ought to be punished.” 

“ Where a Mason having good reason to believe that one is ineligible or un- 
worthy, recommends him to the I l . he becomes liable to discipline and ought 
to be punished.” 

“ An assessment can only be directed for a lawful Masonic object. 

“ It can be ordered by a majority vote of all the members present and voting 
at a stated communication of the r I . 

“ It should be ordered only on the vote o'f a majority of all the members, 
duly summoned for the purpose of considering the subject. 
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“The building ofa new hall for the [33 is not such an objectas will justify a 
compulsory assessment on tho members.” 

" A mistake by a voter in casting a black ball, as to the identity of the candi- 
date, cannot be corrected after the balloting lias been dosed, and the candidate 
declared duly rejected. Nor can the candidate, on that account, present his 
petition again any sooner than the period required by law on rejection. He is 
duly rejected, and the usual consequences must follow.” 

The Grand □ of New York has one troublesome member — 
at least we judge so from the reports of two or three years past. 
It is strange that one of such narrow and contracted ideas could 
ever become a member of so liberal and enlightened a body as that 
Grand □ is conceded to be. 

The following was presented : 

“ Whereas, The use of the words ‘ Holy Saints John,’ as practiced in the 
standard work and lectures of this M. W. Grand □, is a sectarian interpola- 
tion, and in its tendency subversive of the primary principles, the tolerent and 
universal character of Freemasonry ; and 

“ Whereas, The ‘ Holy Saints John ’ were entirely unknown as ‘eminent pat- 
rons of Masonry’ before the year 1755; and 

“ I Vlienas, The Grand up of England, the Grand □ of France, and other 
continental Grand Bodies, ignore in their several rituals any allusion to these 
mythical holy and saintly patrons of ancient Freemasonry ; therefore 

'“Resolved, That it is theauty of this M. - . W.\ Grand CU, as conservers of the 
great humanitarian principles submitted to their keeping, to preserve intact and 
maintain at all times, regardless of “ expediency,” the cosmopolitan character 
of the Masonic institution, by discarding all sectarian allusions and tendencies ; 
and 

“Resolved, That this subject be referred to a Special Committee to be ap- 
pointed by the M.\ W. - . Grand Master, who shall report upon the same, in full, 
at the next annual communication of this M.\ W. - . Grand l — l.” 

Referred to Committee on Work and Lectures, who very proper- 
ly forgot to report. The following offered on a subsequent day by 
the same troublesome customer, were laid on the table : 

“ Whereas, Masonry neither recognizes nor favors any particular sect, creed, 
faith, or religion, save that peculiar to itself,*— the religion of Love, Charity, and 
Fraternity ; and 

“ Whereas, The Constitution of this M.\ W.\ Grand □ forbids [Ep from 
meeting for Masonic labors on the Sabbath, or the first day of tho week, there- 
by indorsing the sanctity of the Christian Sabbath, and establishing the unma- 
son io precedent ofa recognition by this Grand (ZD of the Sabbath of a particu- 
lar religion ; and 

“ Whereas, The Great Light of Masonry, “ a rule and guide for faith and 
practice,” commands us to reverence and keep holy the seventh day of the week, 
and in order that equal justice be accorded to Masons who are Seventh Day 
Baptists and Israelites, 

“Resolved, That the Grand d] will not permit [Ep to meet for Masonic la- 
bors on the Biblical Sabbath, or seventh day of the week, 

“ Resolved, That this, as well as all the other matter relating to “ sectarian- 
ism,” be referred to a Special Committee, to be appointed by the Grand Master, 
and report at the next annual grand communication.” 

It would have been well, if in earlier days the black ball had been 
more freely used in at least one i i . 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence — of the five members, 
four were P.- . G.- . Masters incorporated in their report the following : 
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“ Exceptions have heretofore been made to the fact that the Committee on 
Jurisprudence should doubt or criticise the decisions of the Grand Master. This 
is founded upon the principle that the acts of a Grand Master are not subject to 
review by his Grand CD. This position can not be maintained. That the 
edicts and decisions of a Grand Master during the recess are the law of the 
Craft until modified or altered by the Grand I I . and should as such command 
implicit obedience, is true. And his executive acts, as a general rule, should 
never be disturbed. But in matters of a judicial character, he gives expression 
to his individual opinion, entitled, certainly, to the highest respect, but the 
Committee may entertain a different opinion, and the common arbiter must 
therefore be found in the collective wisdom or judgment of the Grand l I . 

“Having approved the decisions of the Grand Master, the Committee have 
deemed the present a fitting opportunity to give expression to their view’s, as 
they can not be construed to have any individual application.” 

The Grand CD declined to recognize the Grand CD of Quebec. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence presented by P.\ G. - . 
M.\ Simons, is a production of which any Grand CD might well 
be proud. It, in 119 pages of closely printed matter in fine type, 
contains a review of the proceedings of forty-one “ State Grand 
[+- ; I ,’’ and fifteen “ Foreign Grand rFql .” 

Minnesota receives a very fraternal notice. Quoting our resolu- 
tion on non-affiliation, brother Simons says : 

“ We entertain considerable doubt of much practical good coming out of this 
regulation.” 

Commenting on our report of last year, be says : 

“ In the notice of New York, Bro. Pierson remarks that, ‘ in Minnesota the 
right of the Grand Master to grant dispensations for the formation of new 
[Ep, is an inherent prerogative, not circumscribed by Constitutions or the 
Grand I I .’ 

“ We can not, of course, dispute (ho local regulations of Minnesota ; but if 
there is anything at all in their Constitution in regard to [Ep U.'. D.\, the Grand 
Master is circumscribed in his action to the extent of that regulation, whatever 
it may be. Our brother will, wo apprehend, find, on reflection, that the in- 
herent prerogative of the Grand Master extends to the untrammeled decision 
of whether ho will or will not grant a dispensation when applied for, but no 
further. We guess that an application being mndo without regard to the re- 
quired form, or with an insufficient number of signers, the Grand Master would 
not feel justified by his inherent prerogative in granting the dispensation. And 
that is about the size of it in this jurisdiction.” 

Is there any form of application for a dispensation, which Grand 
Masters are required to be governed by ? Is there a particular 
number of signatures absolutely necessary ? If so, what is that 
number ? and who had the authority to prescribe the number ? 

~We have known dispensations issued to form |d — 1 1, upon a verbal 
request, and issued to one individual. 

No one has ever questioned the right of the Grand Master who 
authorized Bro. Stevenson to open a CD in California, as soon as 
he found sufficient number of Masons to work it. Nor has the 
legality of the CD thus formed ever been questioned. 

On another matter, he says : 

“Bro. Pierson considers the negro question at some length, arriving at the 
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sensible conclusion that the matter belongs to the subordinates; and had better 
be left there. He overlooks one thing in his statements of the history of Ma- 
sonry among colored men in this country, which is, that admitting the charter 
granted to African □, No. 459, to have been quite correct and indisputable, 
where did the other [fEp get their charters from, and by what right or authority 
did they proceed to form Grand d=p throughout the country ?” 

The subject matter of your inquiry was not overlooked, Brother 
Simons ; it is a “ dark” subject, and we did not, nor do not think 
it policy to discuss the question. In tracing history we must take 
facts; now, facts are sometimes troublesome, and like a two-edged 
sword, cut both ways. Until the necessity becomes absolute there 
is no use in discussing the question. That the matter of malting, 
belongs to the subordinate |~t~~ | 1 , governed by the Ancient Landmarks, 
is acquiesced in by most of the Grand pEEp ; let that suffice for the 
present — and always, if possible. 

Bro. Simons, as does all the other reporters, complain that no 
statistics are published with our proceedings. 

M.\ "WV. John II. Anthon was elected Grand Master, and R. - . 
W.\ Jamos M. Austin re elected Grand Secretary. 


NEW JERSEY. 


The eighty-third annual Communication of the Grand □ of New 
Jersey was held at Trenton, January 19th and 20th, 1870. 

Eighty-three |~EEp represented ; ninety-eight on the roll. 

Eleven dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

From the excellent address of the Grand Master, we quote two 
paragraphs, as the matter treated of cannot be too often spread be- 
fore Masons : 

“Masonry further teaches us as Masons to be true, loyal, and devoted breth- 
ren ; that as Masons we should set apart some portion of each day’s round for 
attention to the wants and necessities of a worthy brother; that as Masons sin- 
cerity and plain dealing should eminently distinguish us, and that the heart 
and tongue of all true brethren will join in promoting each other’s welfare and 
happiness ; that we should rejoice in each other’s prosperity ; that Masons 
should be social creatures, that we must neither palliate nor aggravate the 
offences of the brethren, but in the decision of every alleged trespass against 
our rules we are to judge with candor, admonish with friendship, and repre- 
hend with justice. 

“ Everywhere in Masonry; whether in lecture or in symbolism, are found 
the breathings of virtue, of honesty, of self-denial, of justice, of charity, of 
true manliness. By precept and example, it is your parts and duties to incul- 
cate these lessons among those over whom you are placed, that the members of 
our fraternity may be looked up to as patterns of these inestimable virtues, and 
so our beloved Order be everywhere, by its members, and by the outside world, 
to whom the veil of the temple of mystery has never been drawn aside, respect- 
ed and honored. Endeavor then to impress upon the minds and hearts of the 
brethren, that their lives should be in accordance with these instructions, and 
that influenced by these principles of our noble institution, they will best dis- 
charge the duties that each and all owe to God, and to their neighbors, and do 
this by the exemplification of such principles in your own walk in life.’’ 
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The Grand Master reported the following decisions made by him : 

“1. Charges of unmasonic conduct can only be presented hy a member of the 
I I with which the accused is connected, or in whose jurisdiction he resides. 

“ 2. An officer of a l l . duly elected and installed, cannot resign. 

“ 3. The election of officers in a Subordinate (ZU must be by ballot. 

“ 4. The examination of a visiting brother may be made by the Master at 
such time and place as he may ’select. It need not take place in the I I or 
ante-room. 

“ 5. A committee of investigation of charges of unmasonic conduct are not 
obliged to express an opinion as to the guilt or innocence of the accused. In 
most cases it is advisable to report the evidence alone. 

“ 6. It is not the duty of a I I to procure counsel for an accused brother ; 
should he neglect or be unable so to do, care should be taken that no injustice 
is done. 

“ 7. A petition for the degrees of Masonry must be signed hy the candidate, 
and any action that a [ZZ1 may take upon a petition by any other than the appli- 
cant, is null and void. 

“ 8. Believing that the establishment of military [frp, and conferring upon 
them the power to open [f=p and make Masons, within the jurisdiction of other 
Grand rEp , to he contrary to Masonic Law, Masons thus mado and not healed, 
should not be recognized in this jurisdiction. 

“ 9. Dimits cannot be given by a Grand I I . 

“ 10. A member of a l l who may have applied for a dimit, is entitled to all 
the privileges of the dl up to the time the dimit is placed in his possession.” 

The Grand Master submitted the following questions for decision 
by the Grand I I . 

“ Can a Subordinate d] expel from the rights and privileges of Masonry, 
without the concurrence of the Grand I I ?” 

“ Can an expelled member be restored to the rights and privileges of Mason- 
ry, without the consent of the Grand CP ? ” 

The Committee on jurisprudence reported affirmatively on each. 

At the annual communication in 1869, a committee was appoint* 
ed to prepare a digest of the decisions of the Grand □ &c. From 
their report we quote : 

“ After a dP has conferred upon a candidate the E.'. A. - , degree, a member pro- 
testing against his further advancement cannot be compelled to give his reasons 
for such protest ; but in case of his refusal the Cp may disregard the protest 
and advance the candidate.” 

“ When the advancement of a candidate depends on his proficiency in the pro- 
ceeding degree, no vote or ballot of the CPI is necessary.” 

“The advancement of a candidate duly elected cannot be stopped, except by 
the presentation of charges, or his failure to become proficient in the preceding 
degree.” 

“The master has the power to stay the advancement of a candidate, already 
elected, against whose character prejudicial rumors exist, until an opportunity 
can be had to examine into the truth or falsity of such rumors.” 

“ When objection is made to the advancement of a candidate proceedings 
Blmuhl be suspended until the objector has reasonable time to present his objec- 
tions in proper form.” 

“ If a candidate for affiliation present a regular dimit, but is not vouched for 
and is unable to prove himself an M.\ M.V, he cannot be balloted for and elected.” 

“If a candidate is rejected, and the result announced, the ballot caimot be re- 
considered. In case there be but ono black ball the master may order a new 
ballot to be immediately taken.” 

“ When two black balls appear, upon the balloting for a candidate, the Master 
has no right, under any circumstances, to order a new ballot.” 

“After the report of the committee the ballot must be spread, whether the 
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report be favorable or unfavorable. It is tbe ballot, and not the report of the 
committee, which elects or rejects a candidate.” 

“ The report of a majority of a committee upon the petition of a candidate is 
sufficient to authorize the Master to order the ballot to be spread.” 

“ A Mason who has once been dimitted from a I l . for no matter how short 
a period, cannot again be made a member without the usual process of affilia- 
tion.” 

“ The relation between a CD and a member is severed when an affirmative 
vote is given and recorded upon the application for a dimit.” 

“ It is necessary in all cases for a Master elect of a Subordinate CD to receive 
the Past Master’s Degree in Symbolic Masonary before he assumes the East of 
Ills I I . and none but Past Masters who have thus received the degree can be 
present at the conferring of the Past Master’s Degree at the installation of a 
Mnster elect.” 

“ Before the minutes are approved the Master lias the power to declare a mo- 
tion, which has been passed by the CD and recorded, to have been out of orjler, 
and to direct the Secretary to erase it from tlio minutes.” 

“When a candidate is elected in one CD and another CDj by the request of 
the first named, confer the degrees, or any of them upon him, the candidate 
when raised, becomes a member of the CD in which lie was first elected, and 
the initiation fee belongs to the same l — l .” 

“ A member of a CD], or an unnffiliated Mason, is subject to the penal juris- 
diction of any CD within whose geographical limits be may reside. Where 
two or more [fi^l have co-ordinate jurisdiction, a member is liable to his own 
CD I an unamnated Mason to either of them.” 

“ A brother under charges is entitled to his rights and privileges as a Master 
Mason in good standing; in Masonic |f=? especially, every brother is presumed 
to be innocent until he is provedguilty.” 

“ A Subordinate CD has the power to try a Past Master, after the expiration 
of his term of office, for offences committed while he was Master, provided 
Lhat the charge is not for unruasonic conduct arising out of his official duties. 
For his official conduct as Master, he is resininsible only to the Grand I — I .” 

"A 'regular summons’ iH usually in writing or in print, issued by order of 
the Master, signed by the Secretary, and authenticated by the seal of the CD- 
A verbal summons, however, given by the Master, is equally binding upon tbe 
brother lowborn it is given.” 

“The Master lias the right to place either of his Wardens or a brother from 
tho floor, in the East, mid permit him to confer either of the degrees.” 

The Grand Secretary offered and the Grand CD gave him per- 
mission to re-publish the proceedings of the Grand CD from 1786 to 
1870 inclusive. The Brother’s “ bump ” of faith must be extraor- 
dinary large. 

The Grand [CD gave evidence of appreciation of long and faithful 
service by providing for the presentation of a “ suitable jewel ” to 
the Grand Secretary, who has filled that position thirty-two years. 

The Grand CD declined to recognize the Grand CD of Quebec. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Brother 
ITough, the Grand Secretary ; it comprises a review of forty-four 
American and two Foreign Grand [jEEp. 

Minnesota Proceedings for 1868 are noticed at length and frater- 
nally. Several blunders of the subscriber in a former report are 
noticed, and we cheerfully make the corrections : 

1st P. - . G.'. M.’. Whitehead is “not over seven feet high.” 

2d Bro. Hough was elected Grand Secretary in 1838, consequent- 
ly ho had served thirty years instead of twenty-eight, as we stated. 
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3d We have a lively recollection of the “ Grand Squiers HU,” it 
gave ua a high appreciation of New Jersey Masons, but after so 
many years we may have been in error as to the name of the “ Pre- 
siding Officer.” 

4th We stand corrected, the resolution of 1863 was repealed. 
Permission may be given to other pEEp to make Masons of residents 
of New Jersey. 

But, Bro. Hough, a □ is bound to obey the Resolutions of the 
Grand CD, and hence the one referred to was a “law" — perhaps 
emanating from “policy,'’ but it was the law nevertheless. 

M. - . W. - . Robert Rusling was elected Grand Master and R.\ 
W. - . Joseph PI. Hough re-elected Grand Secretary. 


NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Secretary in a note says : 

“Note. — The Grand I I of North Carolina was first established in 1771. 
The archives were destroyed during the Revolution, and for several years, the 
meetings of the Grand i i were suspended. The number of Annual Commu- 
nications held prior to its suspension is not known, hence the Annual Commu- 
nications are numbered hom the re-organization of the Grand CD in 1787.” 

The eighty-third Annual Communication was held at Raleigh 
December 6th, 1869. 

One hundred and fifty-three □ represented. 

Two hundred and ninety-two on the roll. 

Fifteen pEEp under dispensation, six were continued at the Com- 
munication of 1868, and nine issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master relates principally to local mat- 
ters. We quote a pleasing incident related by him on 

“the beadty and safety of tiie sign-language. 

“In March, 1865, a Confederate officer was returning from a long and painful 
captivity to his own distressed and bleeding region. The splendid steamer on 
which he was still a prisoner, passed old Fortress Monroe, the wrecks of the 
Congress and the Cumberland, associated with the tame of the Merrimac, and 
entered the majestic James River. It was a line day, and the deck was crowd- 
ed with Federal officers. It was a continuous line of ‘ blue,’ broken only by 
the solitary ‘gray’ of the officer mentioned. As ‘twilight gray’ was coining 
on, he felt very ioncly, although in a crowd. Desiring to see if any would 
recognize ‘ a brother in gray’ lie simply walked across the deck. In a moment a 
man with silver locks was at liis side, and the warm palm of the stranger caused 
a thrill in his. ‘I saw you,’ said lie, ‘and you and your party (there was eleven 
others in the cabin] must take tea with me.’ They went. As the tea was 
finished, an officer with shoulder straps tapped the two' brothers on the shoulder, 
remarking, ‘you must now separate.’ No word was spoken, but the Confeder- 
ate drew from liis pocket a prison ring and Blipped it on the finger of the stran- 
ger, while he took a beautiful masonic breast-pin and placed it in the bosom of 
the gray. Then, while the cold, lovely stars looked down on the love of their 
bosoms, they gave the lasttrue grip, never to bo forgotten on earth. The stran- 
ger was Bro. Jordan of Boston, Massachusetts, and the gray knows not if he is 
yet living.” 
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We quote from among his decisions : 

“ Question — Whkt fetation does the daughter of an expelled Mason sustain 
to the Order ? 

“Answer. — Her masonic rights ore lost with her father’s.” 

“ Q . — Can a brother ‘Bign ’ the by-laws through an attorney duly authorized ? 

“A. — A brother in good standing with the Craft, being elected to membership, 
and unavoidably absent, muy give another brothel- u power of attorney to sign 
for him. 

It appears that the foregoing question was, during the recess sent 
to the Committee on Jurisprudence ; from their decision the □ ap; 
pealed to the Grand Master. The Committee on Grand Master’s ad- 
dress dissented from his decision and the question was again referred 
to the Jurisprudence Committee. The Grand □ concurred in their 
decision which was : 

“Our decision was that he could not. That the signing of the by-laws of a 
□ was an act that must be performed in person, and that the power to do so 
Could not bo delegated by one brother to another.” 

We sustain the Grand Master. A Brother is no more bound by 
the by-laws after signing them than he is before, unless it is conced- 
ed that the act of signing a name is of greater weight and more bind- 
ing than an obligation. 

The act is his own, whether the pen is held by himself or another 
party, so long as he assents to the act. 

Question.— “ Can an officer in a chartered □ hold office in a TJ.\ D.\? 

Answer. — “ He may until the charter is issued.” 

We hold with the Grand Master, although not in accordance with 
the general practice in this country. 

In Europe a Brother may he the Master or other officer of several 
pEEp at the same time. Dr. Oliver was the Master of three [-Ffl at 
the same time. 

The Grand □ is moving in the matter of a Grand □ building. 

One of the “ Deputy Custodians ” in his report says : 

“It is believed, >Sir, that this Grand 1 H has the work in its original purity, 
and it has been said by high functionaries of other Grand Jurisdictions that 
ours is the most beautiful and correct work extant.” 

Another styles it the “ Best ” work, and reports his labors in in- 
structing “ the new work.” We commend the following to the 
brethren in this jurisdiction. 

"Resolved, That the Master and Wardens of any subordinate CH that shall 
fail to take action against the members for disobedience of summons, are guilty 
of a grave disdemeanor; and any failure in this matter shall be considered suf- 
ficient cause for arrest of charter.” 

No explanation is given for the introduction or passage of the fol- 
lowing : 

“ Resolved , That this Grand CD disapproves the custom of mock Masonic 
burial services after a brother lias been actually buried, and that subordinate 
p=i ] are hereby forbidden to engage in such services.” 

I 
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If the Grand dl meant to disapprove of Masonic organizations 
forming a part of funeral pageants in honor of public men, then we 
approve, but if reference is had to funeral ceremonies held in sorrow 
pEp then we most emphatically dissent. 

Although Sorrow rfcq J are of comparatively recent introduction in 
this country, they have been long known in Europe and are emi- 
nently Masonic. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Bro. R. 
C. Badger, and contains a very full review of the proceedings of 
thirty-nine Grand pEEp. Copious extracts are made from the ad- 
dresses of Bro. McMasters and Grand Master Nash. 

M.\ W.\ Robert B. Vance, Grand Master, R. - . W. - . Donald W. 
Bain, Grand Secretary, were each re elected. 


NEVADA. 

The Sixth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Nevada 
was held at Virginia, September 20, 21, and 22, 1870. 

Eleven pEEp represented. 

• Thirteen on the roll. 

One dispensation for a new CD issued during the year. 

The Grand Master reports the following : 

“One Stephen A. Kinsey, who has resided in this jurisdiction over eighteen 
years, and who lias been for the past four years, and still is, County Clerk of 
Douglas County, and who had previously been rejected by Douglas I I . No. 
12, under this jurisdiction, left Genoa, Douglas County, on December 8, 1869, 
arrived in New York December 20, I860, was initiated in Continental CD) No. 
286, of New York city, January 14, 1870, was passed and raised during the 
same week, and returned to Genoa, arriving there January 31, 1870, (fifty-live 
days from the day of his departure thence), having in his possession a diploma 
or certificate that he was a Master Mason. By investigation, it was found that 
there was ground to believe that, by the duplicity of himself and the brother 
who recommended him, namely, one Whitehead, bis cousin, and a member of 
Continental CD, that the CD had been imposed upon in a shameful maimer. 
By order of Grand Master Gibson, Continental CD preferred charges against 
both Kinsey and Whitehead. The charges against Kinsey, have been forward- 
ed to DougUis CD, with instructions to proceed with the trial. The result has 
not. yet been reported ip either case. 

“ I commend the prompt action taken in these cases by Grand Master Gibson 
and the New \ r ork rEp . Nor can any blame be attached to the Committees of 
Investigation of those d=P , who, from representations made to them, could not 
have been expected to report otherwise than favorably upon the applications. 
Too much care, however, cannot be taken by this Grand CD and its proper 
officers to make it apparent to future rejected candidates, that they cannot with 
impunity Jgo to some other jurisdiction, upon a flying trip, and return to us 
flaunting their Masonic diplomas in our faces, and demanding admission to 
our |-Ep.” 

Transactions of local interest. 

Bro. Robert H. Taylor presented a Report on Foreign Correspon- 
dence, in which the proceedings of forty Grand ptr] 1 are reviewed at 
great length, the report comprises one hundred and forty-four close- 
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ly- printed pages in small type, and yet after a careful reading, one 
does not see the place to cut down. 

Minnesota receives a fraternal notice. Quotations are made from 
the Addresses of the Grand Master and the Report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 

How Doctors differ he says, commenting on some remarks in our 
last report : 

“We are sorry that our worthy and able brother should have allowed any 
such considerations to weigh with him. Our idea of the matter is, that each 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence owes a duty to the Craft at large, as 
well as to its own jurisdiction.” 

Some one, we believe that it was our Grand Master, remarked 
that our last report was the best we ever presented, because we re- 
frained from comments. On the second sober thought, we coincide 
with Bro. Taylor. 

We copy his quotation from Bro. Bell’s report of 1869. 

“ It is said negroes are not free born ; where true, it is a valid objection, which 
very few, if any, would disregard. It is said they are degraded and brutal, un- 
fit for association with Masons. If any man is so, he ought not to be made a 
Mason, whether white or colored. Borne have even gone so far as to say that 
the negro never can be educated to be fit to be made a Mason. If unfit, ho 
should not be made ; why not then rest satisfied with what are undoubted and 
and unquestioned objections? Why abandon all these and attempt to stand on 
the entirely indefensible ground, that the man is not white f Suppose a man to be 
everything that is desirable, butthe one thing, that is, color is not like the majority 
of Masons ; born free, as his ancestors for generations were before him, educated, 
talented, adorned with all Christian virtues, a refined gentleman, but black. 
Can it be pretended that in such case he is ineligible for the mysteries of Ma- 
sonry' ? If it be said there are none sueh, there can be none such, then place 
your objection on the safe ground of valid and well known objections: he is 
not free born, ignorant, brutal, bad, or no gentleman— not urgo the mere acci- 
dent of color.” 

Bro. Taylor is also the Grand Orator, we present two extracts 
from his brief oration, delivered at the close of the Grand Lodge : 

“ Our institution, so old, yet bearing ever so many markB of perpetual youth ; 
so honored and so honorable, has claims upon as which, in our freest and moat 
thoughtless moments, should never be disregarded. More especially should 
we, here present, who all either have or have had some part in ' ruling and 
governing’ the brethren, be sure that we have arrived at the point of correctly 
ruling and governing ourselves. Shakspeare says : — 

'There’s nothing so becomes a man 

As modest stillness and humility.’ 

Certainly, nothing more becomes a Mason than suavity of manner in his Ma- 
sonic intercourse, and mildness of language even when rebuke is demanded. 
In the conduct of □ business, and the various discussions that must there nec- 
essarily arise, we should always remember that ‘ a Boft answer turneth away 
wrath.’ By inconsiderate departure from this proverb, the peace and harmony 
of [§1 have often been Beriously disturbed, anil sometimes entirely destroyed, 
never to be restored. Brethren, you cannot too assiduously cultivate ‘good 
will toward men,’ either in the C ID, or in your daily walks in the world. From 
many quarters of the Masonic field we hear complaints that not a few work- 
men have ceased from labor, and have become estranged and unaffiliated. Is 
not this, in some measure, owing to bickerings and disputes among the Craft 
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growing frequently ont of the most trifling matters? Surely, it is not because 
Masonry lacks any of those intrinsic elements of worth and value which its 
moat ardent friends claim for it. It is a system of the most suggestive symbol- 
ism, of the moBt eloquent truths, of the most sublime teaching. Let us not fcirget 
them. In the practice of its precepts, everywhere, and under all surroundings, 
no matter what may be our condition as to those outward circumstances and 
vicissitudes which the accidents of fortune bring to us, we may ever find the 
blessings of an approving conscience, and of enduring contentment, realizing 
the dream of the poet in those choice benefits — 

1 Which nothing earthly gives or can destroy — 

The soul's calm sunshine, and the heartfelt joy.’ 

“With such a hope and faith, the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons 

mav well smile at the impotent auatliemas of its enemies. Its origin, Us his- 
tory, and its purposes, alike command the respect of those whose respect is val- 
uable. Its powers of doing good ; its use of that power in healing the wounds 
of affliction ; in drying the tears of the widow, and stilling the cries of the fath- 
erless ; in elevating and refining human character, and in building up and sus- 
taining among men, Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth, are a sumcient answer 
to calumny, us they are a sufficient reason for its universality and stability. 
Amid all the changes of government; the passing away of old generations, and 
the coming of new; tho upheaval and disappearance of social systems; the 
growth and decay of dogmas ami of forms, Freemasonry has remained as tho 
fathers planned it. Its noble structure has withstood storm and siege, and to- 
day stands proudly in all its ancient strength and beauty, towering, grand, im- 
pregnable. So may it ever endure, blessed by the wisdom of the Most High, 
claiming the allegiance of the hearts, and the service of the willing minds and 
of all the good and true among the sons of men, till time shall he no more.” 

M. - . "WV. George Robinson, was elected Grand Master and ‘‘ V.', 
W.'.” Vm, A. M. Van Bokkelen re-elected Grand Secretary. 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

The Seoond Annual Communication of the Grand CU of New 
Brunswick washeldat St. John, September 22, I860. 

Seventeen pEp represented. 

Twenty-five on the roll. 

The address of the Grand Master was mainly confined to local 
matters, we make one extract ; 

“ The masonic record for the past year, within this jurisdiction, has been 
marked by the progress and prosperity of our Order. The efficient working of 
the lodges already established, the erection of new lodges, and the building and 
dedication of Temples devoted to masonic purposes, evidence the steady ad- 
vancement of our ancient fraternity. Harmony and unity prevail among ub, 
and I feel justified in congratulating you on the success which has attended the 
Organization of this Grand I 1.” 

The question of erecting a Masonic Hall is being agitated. 

The following changes to the constitution were reported by the 
board of general purposes, and adopted : 

“ 1. Every member of the rank of Past Master who shall remove into the 
Province of N ew Brunswick, and shall become a regular contributing member 
of any therein, shall retain his rank as a Past Master, and as such be enti- 
tled to membership in Grand I I . 

“ 2. No Mason can he a member of more than one CU at the same time, ex- 
cept that he may be elected an honorary member of another l I or pEp , as 
hereinafter provided in this Constitution j bqt in cqse he shall be suspended, 
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eluded or expelled from the [d| of which he is an actual member, his Honora- 
ry Membership shall absolutely cease. 

“ 3. No Brother shall be admitted an honorary member of a CD without a 
regular proposition in open CD, nor until his name, occupation and place of 
abode, as well as the name and number of the I I of which ho is, or was last, a 
member, shall have been sent to all the members in the summons for the then 
next regular CD meeting. 

“ 1. An interval of not less than seven days shall, in all oases, elapse between 
the times respectively of conferring the degrees on a Brother. 

“ 6. Every election of o dicers shall be by nomination in open CD and where 
no opposing candidate is nominated, the election shall proceed by show of 
hands ; and in ease a ballot is taken, every ballot east for a Brother not in nom- 
ination, shall be destroyed uncounted. 

“6. The Worshipful Master of a CD shall not be elected to that office for 
more than two years consecutively, except by dispensation from the Grand 
Master. 

“7. Any member of a CD absent from the Province of New Brunswick for 
more than two years, or upwards, may, by a vote of the I I . be considered as 
having withdrawn therefrom. 

“ 8. In case of the re-instatement of a member suspended for non-payment 
of dues, the Lodge re-instating him shall pay all arrearages of dues to the 
Grand CD for the Brother restored.” 

Masonry is free, every member of the CD has a perfect right to 
vote for whom he pleases for any office and is not obliged to expose 
his vote. We are opposed to nominations. 

The brethren should be left free to act in the choice of W.’. M.-., 
if he is an efficient officer and a majority of the CD desire his re- 
election, their wishes should not be interfered with by the Grand CD 
no matter how many years they may retain his services. 

No report on Foreign Correspondence. 

M.\ W.\ B. Lester Peters, Grand Master and “W.” W.\ B.F. 
Bunting, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

OHIO. 

The Sixtieth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Ohio 
was held at Cleveland, October 19, 1869. 

Three hundred and sixty-six pEp represented. 

Four hundred and twenty-two on the roll. 

Fourteen dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 

The Grand Master delivered a somewhat lengthy address, mainly 
devoted to his official doings. 

He arrested the charter of one CD] for conferring the degrees on 
Sunday ; of two for meeting in the same room with another secret 
society* 'suspended two Masters for drunkenness and gambling; an- 
other for refusing to perform his official duties as Master, because 
his ED did not sustain certain charges preferred by him against a 
member ; and, of another, for taking unwarrantable means to pre- 
vent a chapter meeting in the same hall with his CD. 

We present the following extract, ag it relateg to a new matter, 
We endorse the G. - . 
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“ During the year there have been two public discussions of the merits or de- 
merits of Masonry, between members of the Institution and its opponents, and 
I have been templed to doubt the expediency of indulging in such a course. It 
U urged that the cause must be a weak one lliat would not bear the public scru- 
tiny, but every initiate is instructed at the threshold that he ‘should avoid en- 
tering into quarrels or fruitless arguments with those whom ignorance or preju- 
dice may cause to abuse it.’ Provided we live true to the teachings of Masonry, 
and make its precepts the rule and guide of our daily walk and conversation, 
then will our enemies be silenced, and our conduct be a living epistle that will 
he its most eloquent defense. Our chief ‘duties as Masons are those we owe to 
God, our neighbor, and ourselves. To God, in never mentioning His sacred 
name but with that reverential awe which is due from the creature to its Crea- 
tor ; to implore His gracious favor in all our laudable undertakings, and ever 
to esteem Him the chief good. To our neighbor, in ever acting with him up- 
on the square, and in all our dealings and intercourse with him, doing unto him 
as, under similar circumstances, wo should desire him to do with us. To our- 
selves, in cultivating every moral and social virtue, and shunning every irregu - 
larity having a tendency to impair our faculties, and debase the dignity of our 
profession.’ It is degrading the institution of Masonry, and humiliating to its 
friends, to see this public discussion of its merits. Does not every candidate, 
for initiation come ‘ of his own free will and accord? ’ Does he not come to us 
‘ unbiased by friends, and uninfluenced by mercenary motives?’ Why, then 
do we seek to discuss the merits of the Institution, wheu by so doing we not 
only violate the precepts of Masonry, but confer no benefit on the Craft? ’ Let 
us live consistently with our profession as Masons, and we shall compel the re- 
spect of all good men. I suggest that the Grand CD give an expression on 
this subject, in order to check this disposition to public discussions.” 

A communication from P.\ G. - . M.-. Bierce, in regard to Colored 
rtn) J of Masons in Ohio, with a petition from Wm. T. Boyd, Grand 
Master of the Colored Grand CD, was presented and referred to 
a special Committee, which reported the following preamble and res- 
olutions, and they were adopted : 

“ The Select Committee to whom was referred the petition and memorial of 
the ‘ Grand I I of Colored Masons of Ohio and its jurisdiction,’ recommend 
the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions : 

“Whereas, This Grand (DU is disposed to do justice to all men without re- 
gard to color, race, or religion ; therefore, 

“ Resolved, That the resolution adopted by this Grand CD in 1847, and which 
is as follows: ‘Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand CD, it would be 
inexpedient, and tend to ruin the present harmony of the Fraternity to admit 
any persons of color, so-called, into the Fraternity of Free and Accepted Ma- 
sons, within the jurisdiction of this Grand CD,’ be and the same is hereby re- 
scinded. 

“Resolved, That this committee he continued with instructions to report 
further at the next Grand Communication of this Grand l l .” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by P. - . G. 1 . 
M. - . Thos. Sparrow, the receipt of the proceedings of thirty -five 
Grand [+~| I are acknowledged. Minnesota does not appear in the 
list. The New York committee say of the report : 

“M.\ W. - . Bro. Thomas Sparrow presented a Beporton Correspondence, ar- 
ranged by subjects, a method which must entail very great labor on the Com- 
mittee, without a corresponding benefit to the Craft.” 

In which we coneur. 

M.’. W. - . Alexander H. Newcomb was elected Grand Master, 
and R.*. "WY. John D. Caldwell re-elected Grand Secretary. 
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Since writing the above we have received the proceedings of the 
Grand Chapter of Ohio for 1870, containing the announcement of 
the death of Grand Master Matthews, March 16, 1870, at Cincin- 
nati. 

OREGON. 

The Twentieth Annual Communication of the Grand dd of Ore- 
gon was held at Astoria, June 20th, 21st and 22d, 1870. 

Thirty-two pEp represented. 

Forty-six on the roll. 

Three dispensations for new [+i I issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master relates mainly to local matters, 
upon one subject we quote his language : 

“I find a custom prevailing to some extent, in this jurisdiction, of [Ep and 
brethren giving letters or certificates of good standing, &c., to brethren to travel 
about the country, visiting various [EJ as paupers, and in this itinerant manner 
applying for relief to the Fraternity. I hope you will put a Heal of condemna- 
tion upon this practice, which will show to the brethren and the world at large 
that such is not true Mnsonic charity, but a perversion of the whole plan.” - 

The committee on the address reported : 

“ Your committee do not think this evil an extensive one, still they would 
recommend Masonic discipline in all cases where letters or certificates are fur- 
nished to brethren for the purposes mentioned.” 

"We notice in the Proceedings an appeal case. A party petitioned 
I 1 A. for the degrees and was rejected; after a time he removed 
within the jurisdiction of dl B. ; some seven months after 
his removal he again applied to dd A., was accepted, and received 
the degrees, whereupon dl B. complains to the Grand dl, that d) 
A. had invaded their jurisdiction. The Grand dl sustained dl A. 
This jurisdictional question, like that of non-affiliation, ' appears in 
as many phases, as the sarpent had heads, that tradition says Her- 
cules killed. Of late, Masonic bodies appear to be acting upon the 
proposition that because an applicant is rejected, he is necessarily a 
bad man. We have always supposed that a rejection is simply a 
notification to the applicant, “ We don’t want you.” 

There are many reasons, other than moral unfitness, which may 
produce a rejection. 

Vindictiveness, perhaps, as often as moral unfitness in the appli- 
cant, induces rejection. Why, then, follow a rejection from dd to 
l i . or from State to State ? We have failed to find the law that 
declared or that can be tortured into the construction, that applica- 
tion gives lifelong jurisdiction. Our doctrine is, that residence, ac- 
tual bona fide residence, gives jurisdiction ; that such residence should 
be of sufficient duration to establish a reputation — in this jurisdic- 
tion one year is required. If the dd is satisfied they may accept, 
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without writing to Maine or Oregon, or Australia, to find out what 
the applicant status was ten or a dozen years previous. 

It was a saying of thirty years ago, “ We leave the applicant in 
as good condition as we find him.” If a rejection is to operate as a 
finality, it is hut fair to require a reason for rejection. We can 
mention names of those who — rejected, afterward admitted, achieved 
the highest honors of the Fraternity, as also in the State and Na- 
tional Governments. 

In the Oregon case we should have decided as did the committee, 
hut for different reasons. The applicant was well known to n A. 
and had not acquired a residence within the jurisdiction of □ B. — 
he showed a fearlessness in applying where he was known, and 
where he had been once rejected, that proved him worthy. 

We remember of having been, some fifteen years since, in attend- 
ance upon a Masonic body in Connecticut. In an anteroom were 
several aged brethren, conversing upon the means of recognition and 
comparing — we made some motions — when a very aged brother said 
to us “ Please do that again,” we complied, and he asked “ where did 
you learn that? ” we answered “ out West.” “ Well,” said he, “ I 
have often hern tell that they were very fast folks out West, and I 
see they are fast in Masonry as in other things. I've been a Mason 
mor’n fifty years, and I never saw anything like that 'ere, before.” 
An innovation which is universally taught in the Western |~F = p , was 
something new to our aged brother. 

We are reminded of the something new, by finding in the Pro- 
ceedings of [Oregon the following, which was adopted : 

“ Your Committee, to whom was referred the matter of devising some suita- 
ble means whereby imposters may be prevented from practicing their schemes 
upon the brethren of this jurisdiction, request the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

“Resolved, That it shall be incumbent on every traveling brother asking as- 
sistance from the brethren in this State, to produce, with his application for pe- 
cuniary aid, a certificate from the (ZH of which he is a member, of his being a 
Mason in good standing. This certificate shall be good for one year from its 
date, and shall bear the seal of the □ from which the brother holding It, hails. 

“ Resolved, That we suggest to sister Grand [Ep the propriety of taking some 
Bimilar action with regard to the members under their several jurisdictions.” 

If our aged Brother was alive, we opine that he would comment 
Upon the foregoing. 

P.\ G.\ M.-. S. F. Chadwick presented the report on Foreign 
Correspondence, which contains a notice of the proceedings of thir- 
ty-nine Grand pEEp , Minnesota included. 

M.-. W.\ D. G. Clark, Grand Master, and R.-. W.\ J. E. Hur- 
ford, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

The Grand □ of Pennsylvania is charged with being particular- 
ly reticent with regard to their transactions ; that charge can hardly 
hold good for the year 1869. We have before us a pamphlet of 228 
pages of interesting matter, being an abstract of the proceedings 
had at the Quarterly Communication Dec. 1st, and the Annual, Dec. 
27, 1869, held in Philadelphia. 

At the Quarterly, which appears to be the business Communica- 
tion, one hundred and seventy-seven pEEp were represented. Pour 
hundred and fifty-five on the roll, including twenty-three constituted 
in 1869. The reported financial condition of the Grand CU is : 


Assets, $920,257.79. 

Liabilities, 348,200.00. 


Balance in favor of Grand □, $572,057.79. 

The Grand □ is building a new hall in Philadel- 
phia, the ground cost * $156,793.16. 

There has been expended on building 186,974.64. 


Total $342,767.80. 

$200,000 was appropriated for the year 1870. 

The receipts of the Charity Fund amount to. . . . $5,030.31. 

Expenditures 4,002.62. 

The “ Girard Trust Fund ” amounts to 51,920.00, 

The Stewards of that fund report, 

Receipts $4,313.06. 

Expenditures 3,661.25. 


It requires some financial ability to be Treasurer of that Grand 

□. 

By an amendment to the Constitution no □ in Philadelphia can 
confer the degrees for less than seventy-five dollars, the others not 
less than forty. The Charter fee was fixed at $200. 

How many pEEp would be constituted in the "West if such a fee 
was required. 

At the Annual Communication “ R.\ W.\” Richard Vaux, Grand 
Master, delivered a very eloquent address replete with information 
and sound suggestions. 

We cannot “ scissors ” the whole. The brethren must be content 
with the following quotations : 

“ The Pennsylvania work is sublime from its di&'plirny. That it is the an- 
cient work, is best shown conclusively', however, from this single fact — it is so 
simple, so free from those displays of modern inventions to attract the attention 
without enlightening, improving or cultivating the mind. In this work, every 
word has its significance. Its types and symbols are but the language in which 
truth is conveyed. These are to be studied to be understood. In the spoken 
K 
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language, no synonyms are permitted. In the ceremonial, no innovations are 
tolerated. In the ritual, no modern verbiage is allowed. The head and mind 
are both under the influence of the solemnizing power of these objective teach- 
ings, and the true interpretation of the sublime principles and majestic truths so 
taught. Let us then raise the standard of this work by properly understanding 
what it is and what is taught by it. Let Masters and [Ep understand that ma- 
king members is not making Masons. Let us endeavor so to instruct those, on 
their entrance into the fraternity, that their lives thereafter will be ever under 
the guidance of the lesBous then received. The secrecy which is there made 
imperative, will be followed by a conliding and enlightened obedience, till those 
important relations which at last are created, will be maintained by Masons 
with a faith and fidelity which arc indestructible. 

“It may be well here again to avow the principle that in Masonry what is 
not permitted is prohibited. It is not permitted that a workman should ever 
be justified or excused for the introduction of words or expressions, sentences or 
meanings, into the esoteric sections of the ceremonial, which is not the author- 
ized version of the Landmarks. If any such occur, it is violative of the un- 
changeable basis and foundation of Masonry. No Mason, nobody of Masons 
can do this, without incurring the penalty which the ages have hardened into 
an unmalleablo decree.” 

“ It is not unfrequently heard among the leas thoughtful of the brethren, that 
Frce-Masonry is progressive. This, as so stated, is an error. If by progressive 
is meant that novelties and mere attractions; an adaptation to passing fancies, 
to the forms which futile though glittering superficialities assume, to supercede 
the real and the true, then Masonry never so contradicts its character and origin. 
It is the highest glory of the Order that it is steadfast and established. It resists 
innovations with a power which has never been overcome. Its landmarks are 
the towers of its strength. They may ho assaulted, but never destroyed. Free- 
Masonrv is a citadel in which its mysteries are guarded by its usages and cus- 
toms. They never slumber or sleep. The watchful eyes of these guardians 
ore never closed. By the Masonic light, which is unextinguishable, the ap- 
proach by force, or stealth, of hostile aims is detected. Progress may assume 
to be a virtue, but progress not based on the severest application of admitted 
truths cannot enter our temple gates. The advancement wo admit, is proficien- 
cy required for further advancement. Let us reject the seductive influences of 
tliat progressive spirit which seeks to build, by destroying the foundation. The 
world is full of such progress, and its track is marked by the ruius it has 
made.” 

Ilis conclusion is very beautiful : 

“ Amid tire joyous feelings that now fill our hearts, let us stop to introvert our 
thoughts under the covering of a sorrowing silence. Let us stop to contemplate 
the tears of the widow and the fatherless of the Fraternity, which the passing 
year bus not wiped away. 

“ Those for whom they mourn are, wo trust, before the Grand Master, who sit- 
teth on His throne in the Grand CD in Heaven, the holy and glorious light of 
which we here below can only obtain a glimpse by the eye of faith, from the 
stars as they shine in its tessoluted pavement. Thereupon is the altar upon 
which the angels, cherubim and seraphim make the sign of adoration. There- 
in Hope is the Pursuivant, wearing the sword of justice sheathed in pardon, and 
the jewel of repentance brilliant in the mys of Divine Love.” 

We cannot forbear making the following extracts from the Inau- 
gural Address of Grand Master Lamberton : 

“ No brother can Ire elected Master of a l I . who has not been elected and 
served as Warden of a CD in this jurisdiction, except hi extraordinary cases, or 
at the formation of a new CD. when no Past Warden, who is willing and qual- 
ified to act as Master, is to bo found among the members. Why ? In order that 
a brother by his diligence in Masonry and his personal character, having first 
gained the confidence of his fellows, may be chosen a Warden, and then by ser- 
vice in that station shall prove his worth and merit to become their Master. 
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Then Ills assent to tlio Ancient Charge. 'You agree to be n good man and 
true, and strictly to obey the moral law,’ is no hollow mockery, but is his cove- 
nant with the □, to which he adds the surely of his character. It is not 
enough that he be able simply to perform, his duties within the I — i . but that 
outside of it he be of good report. To do the work of the Chair requires more 
than memory, than polished manners, than swiftness of decision, than knowl- 
edge of Masonic lore or law. To do it well , in harmony with its beauty and the 
grave and profound lessons it teaches, there must be staunch strength of char- 
acter and fab - reputation. You cannot match ‘cloth of frieze with cloth of 
gold,’ nor can the dishonest, the corrupt, the backbiter, the profligate, the lust- 
ful, lend the neophyte in the walks of virtue, honor, truth, and purity of life. 
The Master is his I t ’a representative before the community ; as he stands and 
is judged by those without our pale, so will hits CZ1 stand and be judged. If he 
in the CH is inefficient and incapable, and outside of it is thriftless and of ill-re- 
pute, indifference and discontent will be bred, the [!□ drag along a sickly exis- 
tence, the brethren be put to shame, and tho Royal Craft be despised. Then 
lot the Craft at all times take good heed ns to those whoso feet they place in 
the path to the East. Now, in our power, we need to be watchful, that we lose 
not our own self-respect and the faith and trust of our fellow men. The world 
is not content to move forward in the old ruts at snail pace. The rush is all 
around us. And as Masonry pulsates in unison with the advance made in 
science and art, morality and virtue, always conserving her beautiful truths, 
and holding fust to the customs and teachings of the fathers, she feels the im- 
pact of the forces without, and reqnires that those who minister at tier altars, 
and preside in her [ED, should he such as will not abate her power, retard her 
progress, violate her landmarks, but bo teach and so live, as to give to their 
teachings the strength which true manliness alone can give, and exemplify in 
word and deed that they are Free Masons.” 

“A Mason in the undoubted right lie enjoys freely to pass upon the qualifi- 
cations of candidates, nnswernble to his conscience, should use that right gov- 
erned by a sense of its importance and of his responsibility. At our ballot box, 
he is no true man who is controlled by partisan rancor, business- rivalry, secta- 
rian prejudice, or other like unworthy influence. 

“ The casting of a black ball at the suggestion of nnv such motive is in ignor- 
ance of the alphabet of the Order, is hi violation of duty to the Craft, and is 
the act of a coward who take3 advantage of his opportunity to strike the 
stealthy blow. ‘The ballot is not to bo polluted for the purpose of petty 
malice, private revenge, or in a spirit of retaliation for real or fancied injuries’.’ 
And one who thus wields the power which Masonry gives him, and excludes 
from our Temple those against whom there is no other objection, has been de- 
clared by tills Grand Lodge ‘to violate biB Masonic obligations,’ — ‘to bo a foe 
to Masonry, and false to every principle of duty and right, and unfit to belong 
to the Craft.’ 

“ If a brother rightly appreciates the nature and effect of the vote he casts 
upon rite petition of an applicant, it will be done with care and deliberation. 
And when bo done, and the result has been declared to be against the petitioner, 
there will he fewer cases of testing the ballot. It is too frequently from undue 
haste and incautiousness in depositing the ball, that a custom lias latterly sprung 
up which would be 1 more honored in the breach than in the observance,’ of 
alleging mistake and having thereon an order issued that the ballot be tested. 
It is ill-becoming any brother, who understands what he Is doing, to confess his 
own remissness in the performance of a grave Masonic duty, by the avowal that 
he failed to distinguish the ball that he cast, when by its use so much of good 
or evil may follow. A badly lighted room, or weakness of sight, may plead 
excuse for the error, but even these should demand observance of greater care 
and caution. 

“With societies and associations innumerable to which this age has given 
birth, there seems to have come a forgetfulness of that stern reticence which 
once characterized Free Masons. It is well sometimes, lest evil example become 
contagious, to turn for instruction to those clear-ringing old charges, once pre- 
scribed ‘ to be read at the making of new brethren, or when the Master shall 
order it :’ ‘ You are to act as becomes a moral and wise man, not to let your 
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family, friends and neighbors know the concerns of the CD, &c., but wisely to 
consult your own honor and that of the ancient Brotherhood, for reasons not to 
be mentioned here.’ How keep we this law? 

' “If there is one thing clearer than another which a Mason must try to learn, 
it is that which the great philosopher of antiquity said was most difficult to do, 
‘ to be secret and silent.’ There is an indiscretion on the part of some that it 
is high time to curb. The transactions of the I I arc not to be told in the 
market place or talked of in the streets. They are to be communicated only 
to those entitled to know them ; and especially is this true of the action of 
the I l . in disapproval of a candidate. It is his right that the fact be confined 
to Masons, and that it stand unrevealed to all else.” 

The report on Foreign Correspendence, in which is reviewed the 
Proceedings of forty-one American and two Foreign Grand pi—] I , 
comprising one hundred and forty eight pages of the pamphlet, was 
presented by Brother Robert .J. Fisher. Our Proceedings for 1869 
are noticed and extracts made from the address of Brother McMas- 
ter’s and Grand Master Nash, and from the report on Foreign Cor- 
respondence. 

Noticing Our Grand Master's remarks on the “ Work” question, 
he asks this pertinent question : 

“We of Pennsylvania wish to know if WiLi.soit had the (rue work why he 
is now denounced by the Grand I I of Vermont?” 

We find the following in his review of Maryland : 

“ It appears that a dispute arose between two members of that CZI, in relation 
to the reception by one of them of a sum of money, claimed by the other to 
belong to Mm. After the matter had been decided by the Subordinate □, the 
case was removed to the Grand I I by appeal. The Graud I 1 dismissed the 
ease, because it was the opinion of that r~H . that the charge preferred against 
the brother having grown out of a dispute in relation to holding funds improp- 
erly by Brother F., is not a proper subject of adjudication by a □, but should 
be left to the determination of the civil courts. 

“ We think the Grand Stewards’ □□ showed their good sense in the action 
taken by them in this case. rEP . Subordinate or Grand, are not the proper tri- 
bunals to adjudicate upon such matters, unless the parties agree to submit to 
their determination and final arbitrament, and even then their assuming juris- 
diction is perhaps generally followed) by had feeling, aud produces discontent in 
the I — l .” 

In which we fully concur. Masonic pEEp were not instituted to 
collect debts. We have not seen the address mentioned in the fol- 
following, copied by Maryland Committee : 

“Brother Wroth kindly copies into his report the whole of that part of the 
address of Grand Master Vaux in relation to the examination by pEp out of 
this jurisdiction, of Pennsylvania Masons who are desirous of visiting their 
pj=p ; the substance of which is, that as the formula of examination differs in 
our [Ep from most of the other State Grand CD jurisdictions, they are often 
examined on non-essentials, which he recommends be omitted, and the examin- 
ation confined to essentials. Grand Master Vaux’s request is so reasonable that 
it seems strange that any of our brethren abroad should object to it. We think 
ours is the proper formula, and as it contains all that is essential to an examin- 
ation, and no one can answer its requisitions who is not a Mason in good stand- 
ing, our system cannot debar any brother from abroad being admitted to visit 
us, who is entitled to. Whilst, on the other hand, the propounding of non-es- 
sential questions, aud which are not relating to its landmarks, tends to prevent 
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Pennsylvania Masons from the full enjoyment of Masonic privileges, when out 
of the jurisdiction of their own Grand l l.” 

We quote the following, copied by Bro. Fisher from an address by 
Bro. Garrett, of Missouri, at the dedication of the “ Free Masons 
Hall ” at St. Louis : 

“ Mnch is said about the peculiar nature of our ties of brotherhood, which 
appear to the world so mysterious, so endearing, so strong. So many, their 
universality and binding force are inconceivable. Brother Garret relates the 
following incident to illustrate it; — Two men hud been fast friends. In an evil 
hour they quarreled. They did not speak, and had not spoken for years. Mu- 
tual friends had tried die art of reconciliation In vain. They were avowed 
enemies for life. One of (hem became a Mason after the estrangement, and it 
happened that the other remained ignorant of this fact. One evening he too 
was admitted into a CZ! ; almost the first voice he heard, and certainly the first face 
he saw, was that of his enemy, who presided over the ceremonies of initiation, 
and was obliged, according to usage, to address him by the title of ‘l/rothor.’ 
'fills was a most peculiar situation, and a severe ordeal for liolh. After the 
I i was closed, the Apprentice sought the Master, aud without any prelimi- 
naries the following colloquy ensued, commenced by the newly made Mason: 

“ ‘ Are you a member of this d] ?’ 

“ The reply was, 1 1 am. 1 

“‘Were you present when I was elected?’ 

“ ‘ I was.’ 

“ ‘ May I ask if you voted ?’ 

‘“I did.’ 

“ ‘Sow will you tell me how many votes it requires to reject a candidate, on 
a ballot for admission ?’ The Master answered ‘One.’ 

“There was nothing more to say. The initiated extended his hand, which 
was warmly grasped by the other, and uttered with thrilling accents, deep 
emotion mellowing his voice, ‘Friend! Brother 1 You have taught, me a les- 
son I shall never fin-get. This is a little ray of Masonic light. Ko language 
is so eloquent as the silent throbbing of a heart full of joyful tears.' While 
this kind of cement is used in our moral edifice, should it not be enduriug? 
Who can wonder that it is so strong ?” 

We quote another extract from the same address. 

“We frequently hear the expression that such a man is a ‘High Mason.’ A 
well-informed member of the Order can only laugh at this. I know of no 
higher Mason than a Master Mason, a member of what is termed the Blue Lodge, 
There are degrees, and grades, and orders, and rites following this, but they all 
spring from the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. The CD stands alone. 
The other orders and rites cannot exist a day without the CD, while the CU 
would not only live but would suffer no change without them. The I I is the 
greatest, liecause it is universal ; and the highest, simply because it is indispen- 
sable. If a corner-3tone is to be laid, the r~l is called to do it. If a Masonic 
Hidl is to be dedicated, the CD performs the ceremonies. If a brother is sick 
or in distress, the □ is at his side ; when lie dies, the CD conducts the 
rites of sepulchre, and becomes the life long friend of Ills widow and orphans.” 

One further extract from Bro. Fisher’s admirable report. 

“ When this is done, and then only, may we look for the time when the Ritual 
of Pennsylvania will he made to correspond with that of the other Grand [Ep 
of the United States ; its use since the organization of that Grand CD being in 
our opinion the only argument in its favor.’ 

“In reply to these remarks of Brother Cunningham, we freely admit there 
exists a marked difference between the Pennsylvania ‘ work,’ and that of some 
other jurisdictions in the United States. It not unfrequently happens that visi- 
tors from them to our [SI comment on it, nnd make criticisms which might 
tend to depreciate the value we, as Pennsylvania Masons, attach to the ancient 
ceremonial. This jurisdiction authorizes the work as it is given, because it is 
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the moat ancient on this continent. There is hardly to he found an educated 
Masonic Bcholar who does not admit we are nearer tiio true standard hi our 
esoteric teachings than other Grand gi. We claim it is the ancient work of 
the Craft. It is sublime iu its simplicity. It avoids the dramatic and modern 
attractions which have become, it would seem, in some places, necessary to ar- 
rest the attention ; or are used in the vain hope of impressing the intellect. It 
would be an anachronism, too glaring for justification, to assert that scenes and 
surroundings, which were formerly unknown, could have then l>een part of the 
Masonic ceremony. It may please those who delight in modern novelties, to 
cavil at our simplicity, hut in order to show error in us, let the testimony he 
produced which interpolates into Masonry show for sribstance, mid covers' the 
significance of the symbol with the drapery of display. When we look back 
to the Constitution of the Craft as it was organized ill the completion of the 
Temple, it will be most difficult to believe Mint the stern necessity which cre- 
ated the order dillnted its ceremonials by any recitation of unnecessary or 
unmeaning fables. 

“ Whatever, then, trenches on the lino which separates the essential and 
severe, from the unessential and adventitious, is to be rejected. This is the 
rule in Pennsylvania, and here this rule will lie enforced and cheerfully obeyed, 
for the prido of Pennsylvania Masonry is its accordance with the ancient and 
thn true.” 

All who have examined the question must acknowledge that the 
Pennsylvania claim of the Antiquity of their work is true. 

“R.-. W.\” Robert A. Lamberton was elected Grand Masteri 
and “R.\ W.-.” John Thompson re-elected Grand Secretary. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Rhode Island 
was held at Providence, May. 16. 1870. 

Twenty-three pEEp represented. Twenty-seven on the roll. One 
Dispensation for a new mu issued during the year. 

We quote from the decisions of the Grand Master: 

“A profane rejected by a CD which has not legal jurisdiction over him, is not 
obliged to apply to that CD for a recommendation to the CD within whose ju- 
risdiction he resides. The first rejection is null and void. 

“ A CD cannot legally receive a petition from a profane, who, by reason of 
physical infirmity, could not do Masonic work. Such petition, if received and 
referred in ignorance of such infirmity, mny be returned to the applicant with- 
out a ballot. 

“ Tlie business of the CD is entirely within the control of the Master, and 
he is not compelled to recognize a motion to act upon a particular matter, but 
in his discretion may refuse to allow it to be considered. 

“A member of a CD haying stated in hiB petition for the degrees, that ho 
had not before applied for initiation, when in fact he had been rejected in an- 
other State, should be tried for un-Masonic conduct, iu, that lie has knowingly 
and wilfully deceived the CD- 

“ In this jurisdiction a Master is not required to have first served as Warden.” 

The Ancient Regulations are not counted in that jurisdiction. 

He announces the decease of nine Past Masters, each of them up- 
wards of seventy years of age, and who had heen raised, respective- 
ly in the years 1809, 1813, 1817, 1818, 1821, 1822 and 1823, among 
this number was P.-. G.\ M.-. Wm, Field, 
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Transactions of local interest. No report on Foreign Corres- 
pondence. 

M.-. W. - . Thos. A. Doyle, G-rand Master, andR.'. W.\ Charles 
D. Greene, Grand Secretary, each re-elected. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand ED of South Carolina 
was held at Charleston, November 16, 1869. 

One hundred and eighteen [~F~p represented. 

One hundred and forty-one on the roll. 

Thirteen Dispensations for new [+~j I issued during the year. 

The address of Grand Master Conner is a document of much in- 
terest, because of its practical suggestions, we copy : 

“I am gratified to report alsojhat no conflict of jurisdiction has arisen be- 
tween any of the Subordinate [Ep. A careful study of tlio Constitution of the 
Grand □ and the principles of Masonic law, and a friendly and charitable 
spirit, may be confidently relied upon as the surest preventives of dispute and 
controversy. The want of proper Masonic knowledge, and the absence of a 
proper Masonic spirit, lie at the root of every tZU difficulty which it has been 
my misfortune to observe. 1 cannot, therefore, too earnestly commend to the 
attention of Masters and Wardens of |Ep the necessity of perfecting themselves 
in the principles of Masonic law. Our regulations prescribe with some partic- 
ularity what the furniture of a ZD shall consist of, what shall be the working 
tools, and how the Master shall guide and govern the Craft, but there needs 
some monitor to teach the Master how to guide and govern himself, and that 
monitor can be found only in a knowledge of the ancient landmarks, of the 
Constitution of the Grand ZD, and of the principles of Masonic law, as ex- 
pounded by the decisions of Grand [Ep and the opinions of learned Masons. 
I, therefore, recommend to every Master on opening his l l , to see that side by 
side with his Ahiman Kexon, is some work of recognized authority on Masonic 
jurisprudence, In order that all questions which he may be called upon to de- 
cide in tlie work of his □, shall be decided in accordance with established law. 

“ The danger now to be apprehended is, I fear, from the other extreme, the 
too rapid increase, and it cannot be too earnestly impressed upon all, that a l — I 
with a few members well chosen and well instructed, iB infinitely more deserv- 
ing of respect and consideration than one of large numbers ill chosen and hur- 
riedly made. I am well aware of the motives which influence H=p to increase 
their membership, but they are too often temptations to evil which should be 
resisted.” 

The transactions were of local interest. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by the 
Grand Secretary, and like all that we have seen from Bro. Burns’ 
pen is worth re-perusal. The proceedings of twenty-nine Grand 
[jEEp are reviewed. We regret that those of Minnesota are not in- 
cluded. 

We notice with regret that Bro. Burns’ avocations are of such a 
nature as to oblige him to decline making future reports. 

M. - . W.‘. James Conner was re-elected Grand Master, and P. 1 , 
G.-. M.', Rush Campbell, was elected Grand Secretary. 
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TEXAS. 

The Twenty-fourth Annual Communication of the Grand n 
of Texas was held at Houston, June 13th, 1870. 

One hundred and forty-two [~Ep represented. 

Three hundred and twenty on the roll. 

Ten dispensations for new pEp issued during the year. 

As evidence that Grand Master Tucker is one of the practical 
Masons of the age we extract from his address : 

“ You are not here simply to represent your [Ep, but, as^Beers of this Ma- 
sonic Realm, to consult together for the general good, to advance the principles 
and influence, and extend the mission of the good of the Order. Let us, then, re- 
alize the community of privileges and duty we enjoy, and act accordingly, 

“In discharging the duties before us, permit me to enjoin it upon you to pro- 
ceed with patience, and not in haste. Hasty legislation is unwise. Let us not 
attempt to force business unseasonably, but to give every subject its proper du- 
gree of attention and care, avoid all hasty action, and seek considerately and 
intelligently to dispose of the various matters coming before us. Hasty or in- 
considerate action always comes back to annoy us afterwards ; and in this I 
include a practice somewhat prevalent in this Grand Body, of receiving and 
acting upon reports of committees founded upon ex parte statements. It is fruit- 
full of evil, and should be discontinued. Action should not be taken upon any 
subject by any committee, or by this Grand Body, that has not been thoroughly 
examined. The saving of time Ls not as important as the attainment of justice. 
Better to continue a committee during the year than to commit an error. We 
should aim so to conduct our business that, when once passed upon it may never 
need a re-examination. Masonic business should be conducted with the same 
prudent care as that which we would exercise as individuals in managing our 
private business — in that we would scarcely abandon it before it was half com- 
pleted; and yet a large number of the representatives in this Grand Body each 
year leave for homo immediately after tho election of officers, and before the 
business is half completed. This practice should be abandoned. The business 
before the committees cannot generally be matured until late in the session, 
consequently it is usual that the most important legislation takes place after 
many have left, which is much to be regretted. ■ The good of the Order re- 
quires that the representatives remain until the close of the Annual Com- 
munication, and I urge it upon you brethren that you do so.” 

We concur with Bro. Tucker; how often are Grand pEp obliged 
to reconsider their action because of hasty legislation ? Some meas- 
ure should he adopted to oblige members to remain until the close of 
the Grand □. “Anything that is worth doing at all is worth do- 
ing well.” 

We have always held, and have therefore acted upon the propo- 
sition that if a HI] failed to convict upon clear evidence, that the 
Grand Master, upon presentation of the facts, was hound to act. 
Some have taken exception. We are pleased to find that Brother 
Tucker sustains that position, and has acted in accordance in several 
instances. In one case two members of a CM “met in deadly com- 
bat, and fought with pistols until both were seriously wounded.” 
Charges were prefered and they were acquitted ! ! In another case 
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a Mason carried a challenge from a profane to a member of his i — i , 
and the □ ignored his offense ! ! 

Surely here were cases in which the good of Masonry required in- 
terference, and that promptly. Who was to do so except the Grand 
Master? If he had not done so he would have been derelict in his 
duty to Masonry. 

The Grand Master discusses the question of “ Physical qualifica- 
tions ” at some length, states the action of the Grand □ from its 
earliest days on the question — reports a case in which one had re- 
ceived the three degrees, “ who had lost a leg which had been taken 
off just below the knee and was using a cork leg.” In extenuation 
of the offense it was urged by the officers of the □ that the artifi- 
cial leg was so perfectly under command that none would suspect but 
that it was natural. The Grand Master expresses surprise, that after 
so frequent action of the Grand □, and the records made up, any 
Mason in Texas should be ignorant on the subject. 

In this case we find a good excuse, and practical reason, for re- 
presenting subjects of importance again and again. Changes are 
constantly being made in the officers of pEEp, and the new ones — if 
they read at all, are too apt to read only the last Proceedings 
of the Grand □. It should be obligatory upon every □ to pre- 
serve and have ready for reference files of the Grand □ transactions. 

It is usual to print on the cover of the Proceedings, “ Ordered to 
be read in all the pEEp.” How often is it done ? 

But “ Paul may preach and Apollos water, & c.” 

During the session “ the corner stone of the Hebrew Temple, 
Beth Israel,” was laid “ in due and proper form and with Masonic 
honors ” by the Grand l I . 

“ The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence asks leave to report that they 
have examined the complaint of Bro. J. W. Clmmness, of Harmony Hill i — i . 
No. 289, in regard to said py] burying a dimitted Mason, and granting relief to 
his widow. The □ has the right to grant aid to any person, and to bury a 
dimitted Mason if they wish so to do; they are not compelled, however, to do 
either— should exercise these privileges with caution and sound discretion.” 

In which we concur. 

Of late the question, “ IIow many constitute a □ of Masters,” 
has been discussed at considerable extent; we quote the “ minority'” 
report of the committee on Masonic Jurisprudence of Texas, pre. 
mising that a majority reported ‘‘ that the numbers seven, five and 
three are the proper numbers for a quorum in the respective pEEp of 
E.-. A.-., IV. C.-., and M.-. M.-. 

“Among the first lessons taught in Masonry is, that ‘a I I is a certain num- 
ber of brethren duly assembled, &c.’ If tin's part of the ritual be correct, it is 
Only necessary to determine of how many this ‘ certain number ' consists, and it 
is evident that a less number cannot constitute a perfect l l . 

L 
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“Just before the completion of the temple, three constituted a M.'. M’s.', t i , 
but afterwards the Ritual of Masonry was remodeled, based upon incidents 
which then occurred, and though some of the forms and ceremonies which pre- 
viously existed were still retained, such as the recognition of but three officers 
in the opening and closing ceremonies of a CD in the 3d degree, Ac., yet tiiis 
cannot be authority, under the present system, for three to open and transact the 
business of a CD i if so, three M.'. M’s.'., two F.\ C’s.'., and two E.'. A’s.\, are 
ample to constitute and organize a new I I . 

“ The circumstance of three anciently composing a CD of M.'. Mason’s is the 
only shadow of authority that can be adduced for a less number than seven to 
constitute a CD, and it follows, as a necessary sequence, that if a less number 
can lawfully transact the business of a CD, of course throe con ; but as each of 
the stations must be filled, three cannot open a CD without a violation of the 
landmarks requiring a CDD to be duly tiled. If but three are present, who will 
tile the CD ? Who will attend to alarms at 'the outer door ? Who will at- 
tend to alarms at the inner door, and conduct candidates ? Who will keep the 
records and the funds of the CD ? The Treasurer, Secretary, Deacons and 
Tiler are not installed merely as officers of the Entered Apprentice or Fellow 
Craft's CDi hut sis officers of the CD- The Master’s CD, notwithstanding we 
hear the response at every meeting of the CD, that three anciently constituted 
u M.\ M’s.'. CD, yet under the present system, three cannot perform the labor 
of a CD either in the opening or closing ceremonies, or in conferring degrees, 
without leaving their stations and' occupying the places and assuming the labors 
of the DeacoDB, Ac. These duties of subordinate officers are ns palpable and 
as necessary in the Master’s as in the. Entered Apprentice Mason's CD- There- 
fore, if three are sufficient in the 3d degree, why encumber the records of a CD 
with a long list of officials? Although but three officers ure recognized in cer- 
tain ceremonies in the opening and closing a I I of Master Masons, yet the other 
officers are just as necessary in all other respects, in one degree as in another; but 
as the presence of the Treasurer is not absolutely necessary inside the door, he 
may tile ; therefore are seven sufficient to constitute a perfect l I . 

“The regulations of A. D. 1686, provide, ‘That no Master nor Fellow take 
no allowance to be made a Mason without the assistance of his fellow's, at least 
six or seven.’ 

“ The great authority with which the Grand Master was formerly clothed, 
did not empower him to make Masons in an ‘ occasional I I .’ or ‘ at sight,’ 
without summoning to his assistance at least six or seven brethren. 

“ Dr. Oliver, whose opinions on Masonic questions are regarded by all as 
good authority, incidentally remarks, in descanting upon the three principal 
tenets of Masonry, thut, ‘the Mason who is possessed of tills latter virtue, 
(charity,) may justly be deemed to have attained the summit of Mb profession ; 
figuratively speaking, an ethereal Mason, veiled from mortal eyes by the starry 
firmament, and emblematically depicted in a Mason’s I I by seven stars, with- 
out which number of regidnrly initiated brethren no CD can be accounted per- 
fect, nor any gentleman be legally admitted into tlie I I .’ 

“ When Grand [Ep have acted on questions involving this, their action a Imost 
invariably points to seven as the requisite number for the business of a l l . 

(See Chase’s Digest, pages to ;) and, with one or two exceptions, have 

provided, in their Constitutions, that no 1 fispensation nor Charter for a new 
I — | shall be issued except upon the application of at least Seven Master Masons. 

“ The writer of this presents as an axiom which no intelligent Mason will 
controvert, that when a CD] is lawfully opened at a stated Communication, 
any and all Masonic business and work not prohibited for that particular 
meeting by the Constitution and laws of Masonry, may legitimately he per- 
formed, and that the ‘order of business,’ as laid down in the By-Laws, may and 
should he called up and dispatched, and it would be absurd to assume that a 
Masonic CD, when lawfully convened and opened, may not be sufficiently per- 
fect to perform all its regular and legitimate business, from the initiatory cere- 
monies of an Entered Apprentice Mason, to the sublime truths symbolized on 
being raised from the mould beneath the acacia. 

“It therefore seems manifest that this 1 certain number’ is seven, (else there 
would he divers certain numbers,) and that this number is absolutely necessary 
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to constitute a perfect CD, or for the transaction of any business. Even the 
opening ceremonies, reading minutes, and closing, constitute part of the labor 
of a CD, and are no more legitimate than any other regular business. There- 
fore, if seven be the requisite number for the business and work of the CD, no 
less number can lawfully open it. 

“ Were there nothing else bearing upon this question, expediency, and the 
general interests of Masonry, demand that not less than seven constitute a 
quorum for business, for when Masons become so indifferent to the interests of 
their l l . and to Masonry, that seven members cannot be convened at least 
once in three months, (or within the required limit of the particular jurisdic- 
tion) their charter should be arrested.” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Bro. A. 
S. Richardson, and contains a brief notice of the Proceedings of 
thirty-two Grand pEEp, Minnesota included. 

"We desire to correct the Bro. ; he says : 

“ Bro. Pierson in a lengthy argument takes the ground that negro fEp are 
not clandestine, but that no legislation is necessary to protect white Masons 
from their association, since each subordinate CZD controls its own portals. He 
forgets, however, that Masons have claims on individuals which cannot be an- 
swered or avoided by refusal of d=P to allow membership, and that the ques- 
tion of Masonic standing is of importance outside the precincts of the l l .” 

"We submit that our report of 1869 will not sustain such conclu- 
sion. We do not take “ the ground that negro pEEp are not clandes- 
tine,” not by a ‘‘ long chalk.” 

But we do say that the CD warranted in 1784, under the title of 
“ African □ No. 459,” was not clandestine, but was in all respects as 
regular as any □ on this Continent. As to its subsequent workings, 
we have nothing to say, never having had the time or inclination 
to investigate. 

We claim that the simple fact of being ^ negro is not a bar to be- 
ing made a Mason, because everywhere except in the United States 
of America, negroes are made Masons. 

And we cannot understand, that when two parties — members of 
the same □ — knock at our doors for admission, one being white 
and the other black, upon what principle the one is admitted and 
the other refused, except the “veto” power of each member. 
Made by the same CD, if one is regular the other must be. 

As to “claims on individaals,” there is one claim to which no ex- 
ceptions are made, whether the “ claim ” is made day or night, no 
time is allowed to investigate whether the information was regularly 
received or not — we know that women can not be made Masons, and 
yet if the “ claim ” was made by a woman, it must be respected and 
answered. But because the “claim” is responded to, is no reason 
why we should take the party into the d), or bosom of our families. 

“ Tiie general position, however, seems to be, and we think it correct, that 
the ancient landmarks furnish the only tests required, and that while that is the 
rule, any organization of Masonry based upon a new test of color, not found in 
the ancient landmarks, is clandestine ; but that any legislation by any Grand 
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I i excluding such persons from Masonry, is a virtual disclaimer of jurisdic- 
tion over such material, and may possibly, as a consequence, legitimate such 
organization in that jurisdiction. So tliat inasmuch as the amount of colored 
material, duly qualified according to the ancient landmarks, will, during the 
present generation at least, he necessarily limited, no legislation whatever is 
required, but that each CD "’ill bo fully able to gunrd its own portals from the 
obtrusion of offensive material.” 

Our position exactly, and Bro. Richardson will please correct our 
position before his Grand I I . 

M.\ W.*. 0. M. Winkler was elected Grand Master, and R. - . 
W. - . G. II. Bringhurst was re-elected Grand Secretary. 

VERMONT. 

An Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Vermont was 
held at Burlington, June 10 and 11, 1SG9. 

Eighty-one [JED represented. 

Eighty- seven on the roll. 

Three Dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

Among others the Grand Master notices the death of R.\ W.\ 
Bro. Gamaliel Washburn, P.\ G.\ M.\ and P.'. G.-. II.-. P.-. of 
the Grand Chapter and P.\ G.‘. C.’. of the Grand Commandery, of 
Vermont. 

The address of the Grand Master was “ confined to matters of lo- 
cal interest, affecting more particularly our own jurisdiction,” as also 
were the Proceedings. 

Some thirty-six decisions were reported, all of which went to the 
Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence for report nextj’ear. 

We present a few of them : 

“1. A brother dimitting for the purpose of joining another I I . but has 
failed to do so, cannot affiliate again unless by petition in the usual form, which 
petition must be duly acted upon regardless of his former membership in the 

CD- 

“ 2. A Candidate who has made a false statement in his application regarding 
his age, stating that he was of age when in fact he was a minor, and knowing 
at the same time that our rules required him to he of age at the time of his 
initiation, would clearly he a subject of Masonic discipline, although he may 
have been Passed and Raised. 

“ 3. A brother against whom charges h^e been preferred cannot prefer 
charges against another brother as long as he himself is under charges. 

“ 5. The practice of cross-questioning a witness in Masonic trials, who is at 
the same time a brother, should not he allowed, only so far as to make a pre- 
vious statement more clearly understood. 

“ 7. A brother, whether the accuser or the accused, who may feel aggrieved 
with the decision of his CD has equally the right of appeal to the Grand l i . 

“ 8. The town lines are the boundary lines of jurisdiction between two [Epf 
Provided however a town should intervene in which there is no CD, in which 
case the jurisdiction of each CD would extend to just one-half the distance 
from the two [Ep measured into the unoccupied territory. 

“ 9. The certificate of the Grand Secretary of the vote of the Grand CD, by 
which a charter was granted, would not be sufficient to enable a subordinate CD 
to work as Masons under the authority of the same. The CD must he regu- 
arly constituted under its charter and the officers duly installed. 
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“10. The W.'. Master, if he is satisfied' that charges have been preferred 
against a brother through malice, or if, in his judgment, the specifications are 
of a light and frivolous character, which if entertained would have the effect to 
destroy the harmony of the l l . would undoubtedly have the right, and in fact, 
it would be his duty as well, to give his decision against entertaining them by 
the l i . This power, however, should not be exercised without great discre- 
tion, remembering always that he is amenable to the Grand CD for his action 
in the premises. 

“13. A Warden, acting as such in a CD, U .'. D.\, never having been installed, 
would not be eligible to the office of W.'. Muster, according to the old Ander- 
son Constitutions, in preference to any other brother. 

“18. A CD within this jurisdiction may try a member for unmasonic con- 
duct, and if convicted, may suspend or expel him although absent and in parts 
unknown. 

“ 20. The regalia belonging to the CD should never be worn upon any occa- 
sion unless where the l l shall have been legally congregated for the legitimate 
purposes of Masonry ; thence it should not be worn at balls, levees, or any such 
kindred places of amusement. 

“ 21. A W.\ Master duly elected and installed, may preside as such, although 
he may not have received the Degree of Past Master, although it is customary 
and proper enough to confer the degree upon him.” 

But he should not be installed until he has received the degree, 
so called, of Past Master. 

“30. The petitioners for a Dispensation to form a new I I. provided their 
request be granted and a chartered CD duly constituted, are dimited and be- 
come in fact members of the new I I. consequently the plea of ‘no intention 
of severing their connection with their original CD,' should avail nothing. 

“31. A subordinate CD has no power to make a by-law authorizing an 
election of officers to till vacancies upon any Other than the Annual Communi- 
cation for such purpose. A Dispensation from the Grand Master is necessary 
to hold an election to fill vacancies.” 

A most excellent report on Foreign Correspondence was present- 
ed by the Grand Secretary. 

The first sixteen pages are missing in the copy before us ; will Bro. 
Clark send us a perfect copy “ to be laid up in the archives?” 

We present the following, which we suppose from the quotation 
marks, was copied from the Kentucky review of the Grand CD of 
Hamburg. We quote it to show the European argument on the 
Territorial Jurisdiction question. 

“The Grand CD of Hamburg, established as a Provincial Grand CD of Eng- 
land October 30, 1740, and as an Independent Grand CD February 3, 1811, lias 
twenty-five working rEp — two of them in the State of New York, viz. : Pvtha- 
goras CD No. 1, in Brooklyn, and Franklin CD No. 2, in the city of New 'i'ork. 

“ This Grand CD contends that there exists no such thing In Masonry as a 
Territorial Jurisdiction, forbidding it to one Grand I I to establish [Ep in 
the States of other Grand [S3. 

“At a meeting, held May 4, the following views were expressed concerning 
this mooted question : 

“The doctrine of Territorial Jurisdiction is not a landmark of Masonry, but 
opposed to it. It is of recent origin, and not recognized nor adopted by all 
Grand rS 3 of the Globe. Eveu in America it is of modern date, and it is not 
uniformly adhered to by the American Grand rEp . It is for the Grand CD a 
medium of gain, coercion and oppression. It is a diminution of the sovereignty 
of the separate rEp , and of individual freedom. It is an introduction of poli- 
tics into Masonry, the universal sodality of men. It disagrees with the spirit 
of Masonry, and the institutions of the United States. It cannot be but a con- 
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tract between the Grand g] and [Ep, and no CD is bound by it which did not 
expressly enter into such a contract. The only way to secure peace and har- 
mony is the proclamation of universal freedom.” 

M.'. "WV. George M. Hall, Grand Master, and R.\ W. 1 . Henry 
Clark, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

WISCONSIN. 

The Twenty-sixth annual communication of the Grand CD of 
Wisconsin was held at Milwaukee, June 14th, 1870. 

One hundred and forty-seven pEEp represented. 

One hundred and seventy-six on the roll. 

Four dispensations for new [~EEp issued during the year — six ap- 
plications refused. 

The address of the Grand Master was brief and plain spoken — ■ 
instance : 

“ During the past year there has been an unprecedented harmony and good feel- 
ing among the Craft within this jurisdiction. There has been but one exception — 
Springfield I i; for this the Grand I I is in a great measure responsible. At the last 
Communication of this Grand l l . a petition was presented to change the loca- 
tion of this I I . tills Grand I I . instead of acting directly upon the proposi- 
tion, shirked the responsibility, and, in imitation of the ‘ profanes,’ submitted it 
to a ‘ vote ’ ; the result has been as I then prophesied, — discord and trouble. I 
would respectfully suggest that in future, this Grand I I upon any proposition 
to it submitted, act upon it directly, and not evade the responsibility by submit- 
ting it to the vote of some subordinate I I .” 

The work in this State is disseminated through Schools of la- 
struction by the Grand Lecturer — four days term for each school. 
The Grand Lecturer in his report made some suggestions — the 
Grand Master comments ‘‘tliusly ” : 

“Several of his suggestions do not meet with my approval; the fallacies 
thereof lie will readily discover after he lias had more experience.” 

“The Grand Lecturer suggests that this system throws a portion of the bur- 
dens upon the subordinate fEJ . Why should it not ? Why should not those 
who directly receive the benefit and need instruction, hear a portion of the 
burdens ? It is nonsense to say that a I I if it possesses the necessary materials 
and zeal, should be taught its lessons once a year. When a. CD has once learn- 
ed the work, there is not the slightest reason why it should not re-learn the 
same.” 

“ If from carelessness or indifference, it becomes rusty and needs polishing, 
is it any more than fair, if the Grand I I furnishs the polish and the polisher, 
and sets up a polishing establishment within a few miles of such a CD, that 
the I I should be subjected to the expense of a few miles travel to visit such 
establishment. Slight burdens may have the effect of slightly polishing the 
intellect, removing the cloud from dull perceptions, and educating the memory 
to be more attentive and retentive.” 

“ These Grand Lecturers do not know it all — they are not infallible. If 
these lessons are given in school, composed of intelligent Masons, we shall be 
more likely to know all that is taught.” 

From among his 18 decisions we select : 

“ That an E.\ A. - , or F.\ 0.'., who has become maimed subsequent to his in- 
itiation or passing, is not by reason thereof barred from being advanced. 

“ If an applicant who has been elected to be initiated, but subsequently, and 
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before initiation, becomes maimed, he is by reason thereof barred from initia- 
tion.” 

The second proposition is undoubtedly correct. But we can’t un- 
derstand why the old regulations as to Physical qualifications should 
be violated in one case and not the other. 

“ If charges are preferred and received against a brother, who lias been elect- 
ed to, or selected for, any office, before installation, it stops such installation 
until the same are disposed of. 

“That a young man who enlists in the United States Army, and serves out 
of the State, when lie returns, upon furlough or upon expiration of term of 
service, cannot he received until lie has remained in the State two years.” 

And yet he can vote the day after his return. The committee 
reported : 

“His residence does not terminate by an enlistment in tire Army, nor does 
he gain a new residence while in sucli service, so that he can apply for the de- 
grees, within the jurisdiction of another Grand I — I.” 

The Grand took no action on the report, leaving, as we un- 
derstand it, the decision of the Grand Master to be the law. 

We are with the Committee. 

A member of a □ in Wisconsin, residing in the jurisdiction of a 
HU in Michigan was expelled by the latter, the former, or one of its 
officers appealed to the Grand □ of Wisconsin. The Grievance 
Committee reported, “ that if the accused resided within the juris- 
diction of Spring Lake □, at the time of the commission of the 
offenses charged and at the time of trial, the action of said □ is 
conclusive until set aside by the Grand dl of Michigan.” 

Sound. 

Bro. S. Cadwallader presented the report on -Foreign Correspon- 
dence, in which is reviewed the Proceedings of thirty-six Grand 
l~Ep. Minnesota receives a kindly notice. 

We are free to confess that we did not give Bro. Gouley’s report 
the attention that it deserved in our last report, or we would not 
have missed the following, quoted by Bro. Cadwallader: 

“ Kelativc to out first item, we will say that we believe ‘more persons are in- 
itiated than raised’ arises from a radical defect in modern Masonry, viz. : that 
it does not take the world as it finds it. This is a speculative age, and many 
men apply for Our mysteries either through curiosity or from the hope of world- 
ly gnin. 

“ The first class are often disappointed, because the first degree is so bung- 
lingiy done, and the officers show so little soul in their work that the candidate 
rationally becomes so dissatisfied that he never goes any farther. What should 
have been ‘ Light ’ to him is nothing hut a miserable ‘ darkness when ‘ brought 
to light,’ he probably found the officers sitting with their feet on the pedestal 
spitting tobacco juice into a spittoon three yards oflj and the Worshipful Mas- 
ter, when he came to deliver his lecture, instead of standing up, with the dig- 
nity and perfectness of manhood, sitting down, poised on the back of his neck, 
and mumbling out incoherently what he did not properly understand or ap2Jre- 
ciate himself. In looking over the list of Entered Apprentices who have re- 
mained such for years, we find the great bulk of them are very intelligent men, 



88 


Appendix. 


[1871. 


and naturally came to the conclusion that if the Entered Apprentice degree 
was a sample of the balance, that they had enough of it ; that is, the degree 
in the shape in which it is too often conferred.” 

We quote from Bro. Cadwallader’s “conclusion 

“ The causes and remedies of non-affiiliating have occupied the attention of 
most Western Grand [j=p for several years, and the belief is steadily gaining 
ground, that the first step to bo taken is the abolition of all affiliation fees. 
Oregon, Nevada, Nebraska, and one or two Southern Grand [f=p have given 
the experiment a fair trial, for one or two years, and declare the abolition of 
these fees, not only satisfactory, but beneficial beyond their expectations. 

“ The prosperity and lawfulness of suspending or expelling Masons for non- 
payment of CD dues, is likely to be a future theme of discussion, and several 
Grand [Ep have substantially committed themselves against the practice, ex- 
pressing the belief that non-payment of dues should only work forfeiture of 
I I privileges, without cutting the delinquent off' from Masonic charity or 
burial.” 

M. - . W.‘. Gabriel Bouck, Grand Master, and R. - . W.‘. W. F. 
Palmer, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

The Twelfth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of the 
Territory of Washington was held at Olympia, September 15, 1869. 

Nine [~t— 1 1 represented. 

Thirteen on the roll. 

One Dispensation for a new [ZD issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master was brief, occupying but three 
pages and devoted to local topics. 

The Deputy Grand Master reported having granted a Dispensa- 
tion to confer the third degree, and assigned as a reason that the 
candidate could not attend the regular meetings of the CD, his resi- 
dence being at a distance of 220 miles. His action was approved. 
There are no railroads in that Territory. 

We quote the report of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence 
relative to their difficulties with the Grand CD of Oregon : 

“Your Committee on Jurisprudence have carefully considered so much of the 
M.\ W.'. Grand Master’s address as refers to the relations between this M.‘. W.‘. 
Grand [ZZI and the M.\ W.\ Grand CD of Oregon. 

“Again we reiterate that we bad just cause of offense against the Grand I I 
of Oregon for invading our jurisdiction : that the course of that Grand CD has 
allowed us no opportunity for compromise or settlement of the issue between 
us; mid finally that the sentiments uttered and not disapproved by the Grand 
I — l of Oregon, of M.\ W.\ Brother John Met racken, Grand Master of Oregon, 
in regard to M. - . W.\ Brother Thomas M. Reed, the Grand Master of Wash- 
ington, at the time of the inauguration of the controversy, remain unex- 
plained. The premises being true, leave this Grand CD no other course, 
consistent with its self-respect, than a refusal to have intercourse with said 
Grand I I . 

“ Your Committee regret the existence of such a state of affairs, but they 
earnestly believe that such condition of matters is in no wise attributable to the 
fault of the M.\ W.'. Grand CD of Washington.” 
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The Grand □ of Oregon says : 

“Your Special Committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand Mas- 
ter’s address, as relates to the unhappy difference between the M.\ W.\ Grand 
I I of Washington Territory and this Grand l l . have had said matter under 
consideration, and ask leave to submit the following report: 

“Your Committee have to express their sorrow that any question has arisen 
to mar or disturb the fraternal relations heretofore existing between said Grand 
bodies, and regret the unhappy difference that seems to divido these sister juris- 1 
dictions, and to the end that nothing upon our part shall be wanting that said 
Grand CD of Washington Territory, might, could or ought to ask of a sister 
Grand l l . to restore fraternal relations which wc have never desired should be 
suspended, therefore be it 

“Resolved, By this Grand CD, that we disclaim any intention upon our part, 
at any time, to treat Most Worshipful Grand Master 'Keed, of Washington Ter- 
ritory, discourteously, or to treat said Grand CD with disrespect. 

“ Revoked, That we hereby extend to the Grand CD of Washington Territory, 
the right hand of fellowship — that we now are, as we have ever been, ready to 
hold communion with them, and hereby express our desire that fraternal rela- 
tions may be restored between said Grand bodies. 

“ Resolved , That the Grand Secretary bo and he is hereby directed to forward 
an attested copy of this report, together with the accompanying resolutions, to 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Washington Territory, and request of 
him to submit the same to his Grand CD-” 

Of course that difficulty is settled. 

No report on Correspondence. 

M.\ W.\ W. IT. Troup was elected Grand Master, andR.\ W.\ 
Thos. H. Reed re-elected Grand Secretary. 

WEST VIRGINIA. 

The Fifth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of "West 
Virginia was held at Wheeling, November 9, 18G9. 

Thirty-one |~EEp represented. 

Thirty-five on thoroll. 

Four Dispensations for new pEEp issued during the year. 

We commend the following from the address of the Grand Mas- 
ter. 


“ Freemasonry, as every other human institution, must derive its claim to 
respect and confidence from the character of its component members. And, 
therefore, it can not hope to enjoy a real and genuine prosperity, or accomplish 
its high duty and destiny, unless its members Keep ever in view the faet, that 
the high privilege they enjoy of being Freemasons, brings with it also, the high 
obligation of ' walking worthy their culling,’ and disdaining the pursuit of all 
less worthy objects, shall seek only to exemplify in their lives the principles of 
truth, virtue and benevolence, which are the foundation and glory of the in- 
stitution, and without which, it would speedily pass away.” 

On balloting he says : 

“ Whether a separate ballot, testing the moral qualifications of the candidate, 
(should be taken for each degree, or whether but one ballot should suffice for 
this, (the other's being on ‘suitable proficiency’) is a question upon which there 
is not, by any means, agreement of opinion among Masonic authorities. 

“ The practice of requiring separate ballots for eacli degree is adopted in 
Virginia, North Carolina, District of Columbia, Louisiana, California, Florida, 
Vermont, Connecticut, Maryland, Ohio, Indiana, Nebraska, Kentucky and 
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Arkansas; while in Massachusetts, Eliode Island, New York, Wisconsin, South 
Carolina, Minnesota, Pennsylvania, and the English [f=P . but one bidlot on 
moral qualifications is required ; subsequent ballots being on the ‘proficiency’ 
of the candidate. Among the most prominent Masonic writers who take this 
latter view, are Chase and Simon, of New York, and Clias. W. Moore, of Bos- 
ton. Among those who insist that a ballot should be taken on moral qualifi- 
cations in each degree, are Mackey, of South Carolina; Cornelius Moore and 
W. B. Hubbard, of Ohio, and Morris, of Kentucky. All agree, however, I 
believe, that the decision upon advancement, must be by secret ballot, whether 
it be upon both moral qualifications and proficiency, or proficiency only.” 

Of which the New York Committee say: • 

“ Dr. Oliver, speaking in his work on jurisprudence of the removal of a land- 
mark by the Grand CD of England, says, that * in theory the landmarks are 
immovable, but in practice they occasionally get the cold shoulder, and hence 
that practice beats theory.’ 

“ It seems to us that there can be no kind of need for three solemn expres- 
sions of opinion as to a man’s fitness to become a Mason, because if wo do our 
duty to ourselves and the Craft hi general we shall definitely settle thnt ques- 
tion before we make him an Entered Apprentice, and therefore, if a ballot is 
had at all during the progress of the candidate, it ought to be on the question 
of proficiency and nothing else — barring the making of objection, or demanding 
a ballot for reasons not given. When we require a secret ballot we must sub- 
mit to the law that the ballot cannot be matte the subject of inquiry, and in 
case of a contrary ballot we can not know whether it has been deposited on the 
ground of want of proficiency, or some other cause. If the candidate is rea- 
sonably proficient, it seems that a majority of the brethren present ought to be 
able to determine that question, :uid not leave it for some ritualistic martinet 
to veto the judgment of the whole CD because an i has not been dotted, or 
there is a failure to cross a (. Either way, the ballot only hinders progress for 
the time being.” 

The difficulties with the Grand CD of Virginia have been amica- 
bly arranged — peace and harmony prevails — “ Laus Deo." 

Transactions of local interest. 

Brother O. S. Long presented an excellent report on Foreign 
Correspondence, in which is reviewed the Proceedings of thirty-nine 
Grand [Wp - Minnesota receives a lengthy and favorable notice. 
M.-. W.‘. Wm. J. Bates, Grand Master, and R.‘. W. - . Thomas 
II. Logan, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

CANADA. 

We are in the receipt of a pamphlet containing the Proceedings 
of the Grand CD of Canada, had at three Special and the Fifteenth 
Annual Communication; the latter was held in Toronto, on the 13th, 
14th and 15th days of July, 1870. 

One hundred and eighty-one fEEp represented. Two hundred and 
eighteen on the roll. 

Fifteen dispensations for new |~EEp issued during the J r ear. 

The address of the Grand Master is of local interest, except such 
portions as relate to the troubles arising from the attempt to es- 
tablish a Grand CD in Quebec. 

With reference to the matter of the formation of a Grand CD 
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for Quebec, we notice in brief, that the form of the government has 
been somewhat changed ; instead of Canada, the county is now 
termed “ Dominion,” divided into four Districts, one of which is 
that known as “ Quebec.” Several of the |~EEp in that district have 
combined and assume to form a Grand CD against the protest of 
the Grand CD of Canada, claiming that the political division had 
made of “ Quebec” unoccupied territory ; it is also claimed that as 
the country is now termed “ Dominion,” there is no longer any “Can- 
ada,” and consequently the Grand CD of Canada is no longer a le- 
gal body, a proposition that appears to us too absurd to require no- 
tice. 

Suppose that Congress should divide Minnesota into two States, 
omitting the name of Minnesota from either, would the Grand CD 
of Minnesota become an irregular body ? Grand CD government 
and jurisdiction are entirely independent of political legislation. 

We have commissioned a representative near the Grand CD of 
Canada, and can’t see the consistency in recognizing a body which 
she claims to be in rebellion. 

We conceive the true policy of the Grand CD of Minnesota to 
be non-intervention. Let the questions be settled by the parties af- 
fected. More especially as the pEEp located in the Quebec District 
are not unanimous, some that joined in the movement have with- 
drawn, some who opposed have acceded, and the memberships in 
others are divided, part have joined, taking the charters with them, 
and the remainder petitioning the Grand CD of Canada for dupli- 
cate charters. 

A very unfortunate state of affairs, which at present, at least, we 
are not obligated to complicate. 

We make the following extract from the Proceedings : 

“ The Board having had before it a circular letter from the Grand Orient of 
Prance, announcing a declaration agreed to at the General Assembly held 8th 
July, 1809, ‘ that neither color, race, nor religion, is a barrier to the entrance 
of a profane into the Masonic family.’ The Grand Secretary was directed to 
acknowledge the receipt of the circular, and to reply thatno distinction of race, 
color or religion has ever been recognized ns a qualification for initiates by the 
Grand CD of Canada.” 

But few of the Grand pEEp on the American Continent have ever 
recognized any of, the distinctions named, and those few have, or 
are changing front. The Grand Orient of Prance has made itself 
ridiculous before the world for its arrogantic assumptions of the ques- 
tion. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Brother 
Edward Mitchell, in which the proceedings of thirty- nine Grand pEEp 
are reviewed in a very paternal manner, and evidencing a high ap- 
preciation of the Institution. 
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From his comments on Alabama we quote : 

" The G.\ M.\ states that in one case where a member had applied for a 
dimit because he lmd joined the Roman Catholic Church, whose regulations 
forbid belonging to the Order, recommended that the d] remit his dues from 
year to year, but refuse the dimit. He had also decided that a non-affilialed 
brother CANNOT be interred with Masonic ceremonies: neither one that has 
been suspended for non-payment of dues, even although his friends offer to pay 
his arrears. 

“ We believe that Masonic societies must have rules for their guidance simi- 
lar to those of other benevolent institutions, but there is this difference, that 
the by-laws of other societies contain the whole obligations of the contracting 
parties, and these parties alone are interested, while Masons — independent of 
their society rules — have a code of unalterable laws in which the Masonic world 
is interested, hence Masons have to be guarded lest the by-laws of any special 
l I should conflict with the fixed laws. We think the decision anent burials 
is a case in point as requiring that vigilance. We think the case of the Roman 
C-atholio is rather unmasonic. It compels the man to continue a member of a 
society of which he conscientiously disapproves, although he was assured in 
limino that nothing would interfere with his religious opinions; and on the part 
of the □ it is putting a fitiiun in the room of Truth.’’ 

On the non affiliation question, we quote his comments on the ad- 
dress of the Grand Master of Oregon, for 1869 : 

“ He lakcR up another of the all-absorbing questions of the day, that of non- 
nfiiliution. He shows at some length— what no mi denies — that every Mason 
should be aflilintcd ; he suggests as a remedy the dispensing with affiliation dues 
which Grand CD adopted. Perhaps this may be all right., although we do not 
see why a member should be admitted without paving a registration fee, and 
we are not sore that it docs not look sometliing like offering a premium for 
members ; be that hb it may, we scarcely think that mi attachment to the dol- 
lars and cents is a primary cause of non-affiliation, on the contrary, a member 
having his eye fixed on pecuniary advantages, would be most likely to keep 
affiliated. We think — and we find we are not alone in our opinion — the disin- 
terestalness, or rather the absence of anything to interest, is the principal cause. 
Hundreds who go through, whose minds are not expanded so as to comprehend 
the moral beauties of the teachings, and no painstaking to expaud them, Roon 
become indifferent, and even intcligent mimls get tired of sitting three hours 
like mutes, listening for the fiftieth lime, to the bare repetition of the A. B. G. 
ntul nothing more, they will prefer spending their evening in the bosom of 
their family, or in some place of more intelligent entertainment, and may ul- 
timately arrive at the conclusion that affiliation is of no importance. If this 
is a cause, the remedy is obvious.” 

From his comments on the address of the Grand Master of Tex- 
as, we quote : 

“ In the chapter of his address headed admissions, and rejections, after urging 
tlte necessity of rejecting had materials, he comes to notice that good measures 
may be carried too far, and supposes cases that might be called malicious re- 
jections ; ‘ suppose that a member persistently perverts his right of ballot by 
rejecting the best material a community affords, to the manifest injury of the 
Order, is there no power to correct the evil ? In my judgment there is no 
evil without a remedy. Power must exist somewhere, from the very necessity 
of the case. When a right granted is manifestly perverted to the injury of 
that which it was designed and given to protect, it should be taken away. In 
such case it seems to me that the Master of the CD should have the power to 
exclude the member who so debases liis privilege, subject, of course, to respon- 
sibility for arbitrary or wrongful exercise of the power, on complaint of the 
member. When done in the spirit of moderation on satisfactory grounds, no 
evil could result. I admit that it is a remedy liable to abuse, but so are all 
powers. It is an extreme case of wrong only, that requires its exercise, but the 
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extremity of the case justifies it.’ The committee to whom this point was re- 
ferred do not concur, on the ground that it would utterly destroy the right of 
the ballot. But they say a Mason who avows a pubpose to use his right of 
bal lot improperly, may be dealt with for unmnsonio conduct. We do not think 
a Mason has any right to micro Ms purpose, to use his right of ballot in any way, 
and we wonder how the G.\ M.\ supposed the \V.'. M.\ was to know the of- 
fending member.” 

But if he does “ avow his purpose,” should he not be dealt with 
for unmasonic conduct ? 

Minnesota for. the years 1SG9 and 1870 is noticed, and extracts 
made from the address of the Grand Master, but we do not appreci- 
ate the aptness of the following criticism : 

“On looking over the proceedings of the session, w-e find that Grand Mas- 
ters’ addresses are not entirely to be relied upon for the ‘ peace and harmony ’ 
prevailing in Subordinate H=3 , and should be received with caution ; for 

‘ Even ministers they hae’ been ken’d in holy rapture, 

A rousin’ whid at times to vend an* nail’t wi’ scripture. ’ 

1 -.(’The matters before the Committee of Grievances seem to be in common with 
other folks, and some of them pretty stiff cases, but we hope their differences 
can all be settled amicably amongst themselves, hence we leave them alone.” 

We have not heard of any cases before the Committee on Griev- 
ances, which jeopardized the ‘‘ peace and harmony ” of any CD in 
the jurisdiction, and we think tha.t our Grand Master’s address was 
rtliable in that particular. 

Our reports are commended and complimented, for which we ten- 
der our thanks. 

One extract from the “ conclusion ” of Bro. Mitchell's report : 

“Where we have introduced any remarks of our own, w r e beg leave to assure 
those who may differ from us, that they are made in a fraternal spirit, and that 
we accord the same freedom of thought to them which we claim for ourselves. 
In the volumes we have perused, we find much that proclaims — at first sight — 
that Masons are no better than other men, but when we reflect that we have 
been reading a year’s history of half a million of the fallen sons of Adam, and 
they under the strict surveillance of six thousand vigilance committees, each 
committee the executive of a stringent code of laws, founded on stern justice, 
with precious little of the element of mercy, and every false step carefully reg- 
istered; if we had the same chance of examining the conduct of the same num- 
ber of other men, we would be forced to exclaim — ‘ Hail ! glorious Masonry, 
that ever makes us great and free ! ! ’ ” 

M. - . W. - . A. A. Stevenson, Grand Master, and R.\ W.-. T. 
Bird Harris, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 

MISSOURI. 

The Fiftieth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Missou- 
ri was held at St. Louis, October 10th, 1870. Two hundred and 
forty-one pEg d represented ; three hundred and thirty-three on the 
roll. Thirty-seven dispensations for hew fEEp issued during the 
year. 

The address of Grand Master Muir, is lengthy but interesting ; he 
handles the subjects presented to him, with a master’s hand. 
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He reports twenty-three decisions ; twelve pages of the address 
are devotod to theAi. We present such as are not of l#eal interest. 
We should, in several instances, be pleased to give his arguments 
entire, particularly those to sustain decisions in which we do not 
concur, but “ time, space, &c." 

Of the first decision we quote the language in the report of the 
Committe on Masonic Jurisprudence : 

“ We concur with the Grand Master in his decision of the case referred to 
him by the Master of California l l . that a Mason receiving the first degree in 
another jurisdiction, and removing to and becoming a resident Of this jurisdic- 
tion before he receives the other degrees, and the CD in which ho received the 
first degree transferring its jurisdiction to the CD in whose jurisdiction the 
party resides in this State, thereby transfers the whole control of the matter to 
the CD in this State ; nnd if the party is rejected by the CD in this Stale, and 
then obtains the degrees from the first CD, without ’ the consent of tile latter, 
such person is not to be regarded as a regular Mason.” 

We concur, except that the CD should be diseiplined for the mak- 
ing, but the person made must be regarded a regular Mason. 

“ It is the right of a CD to r emi t the dues of any of its members, for reasons 
satisfactory to the I I ; and any member has the right to submit a proper mo- 
tion for tins purpose, and the Worshipful Master has no rightful power to re- 
fuse to entertain it. 

“ Clearly, a member of a CD, residing within its jurisdiction, must be charged 
in and tried by his own CD- As clearly, a non-afliiiated Mason may be charged 
in, and tried by, the CD in whose jnrisdietion ho may reside. In cities where 
there are several [Ep having concurrent jurisdiction, and when the charges are 
preferred in any one of such ft=p, and that Cd assumes and takes charge and 
jurisdiction of the trial, it has then exclusive jurisdiction over the case, to try 
and determine it according to law. 

“ No chango of venue can be granted, at the instance of the accused or any 
one else. 

“ After the best reflection I am able to give the subject, my conclusion is, that 
one non-affiliated Mason has not the right to prefer charges against another non- 
affiliate. 

“ Again, are not affiliated Masons, by and through CD organization, the 
body of men to whom Masonry confides the right and duty of protecting its 
honor and welfare ? Only they may determine questions of guilt or innocence. 
Only they may award the punishment due to offenses. The willfully non-affili- 
ated ‘shall he deemed a drone in the hive of nature, a useless member of soci- 
ety, and unworthy our protection as Masons.’ Thus (albeit in tones overly se- 
vere) speaks our law. Is it then to he supposed that to this class Masonry con- 
fides the power or duty of taking care of its honor or interest?” 

A curious case : 

“A well known and worthy Master Mason, who for four or five years had 
resided in the jurisdiction of a particular CD, was raised in a CD in the State 
of Tennessee, forty-eight years ago. 

“He paid up his dues and obtained a receipt therefor, and at that time, forty- 
one years since, applied to the Secretary of said CD for his dimit, hut did not 
obtain it, for the reason only that the Secretary, as ho alleged, then had no 
blank (limits — expected a supply soon — and promised to obtain the action of 
the f~l in the premises, and then forward the dimit — but did neither. 

“Since that time said CD has gone down, without having granted a dimit to 
Bto. Kerr. Bro. Kerr now wishes to join a CD in this jurisdiction, without a 
dimit. 

“ The well established rule is that a dimit is required in all cases where a 
non-affiliate applies for membership in a particular CD- The indispensable 
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condition of being a Master Mason in good standing, and clear of the books, is 
expressed in official form by the dimit. And, as a rale, it is safest to require 
this ancient and universal form of evidence. But in the case named, this can 
never be obtained, though other evidence, conclusively establishing the neces- 
sary facts, may be.” 

We submit that the above case demonstrates the absurdity of “the 
well established rule.” The Grand Master himself says that he was 
a “ well knovin and worthy Master Mason," and had “ paid up his dues 
and obtained the receipt therefor ” “ forty-one years ” before making 
application to become again affiliated. 

The Committee say : 

“The object of a dimit is to furnish evidence that the Brother was in good 
standing at the date thereof, and was also clear of the books.” 

A member not under charges is in good standing, and if a Mason’s 
word is not good as to whether he is in arrearages to a CD or not, 
what is it good for ? 

Is a statement signed by some unknown party better.in a Masonie 
CD, than the declaration upon honor — nay, the ,oath of a “ well 
known and worthy ” brother ? 

“A brother who lias not been elected and installed Warden of a chartered 
CD is ineligible to the office of Master of a CD, although he may have acted 
as Worshipful Master of a CD O.'. D.\ 

“Chapter Past Masters are competent to be present and assist in conferring 
the degree of Bast Master on a Worshipful Master elect, to qualify him to his 
office. I decidethis in conformity to what seems to have been long the custom 
in this juaisdiction.” 

We do not believe that Bro. Gouley endorses that decision — the 
committe did not notice it, and we do not believe that three juris- 
dictions in this country concur in the position. It is equivalent to 
saying to the world that a degree — one conferred in a chapter — is the 
same as that conferred upon a W.\ M.-. elect of a Blue CD. If the 
ceremonies in Missouri are the same in each case, they ought not to 
be. 

“Cliargcs of immoral and unmasonic conduct may be preferred against a 
member of a CD already under suspension, and a trial" conducted and concluded 
as if there were existing no suspension. 

“ Can matters be preferred aB charges against a Mason which occurred be- 
fore he became a Mason ? even in a case When the discovery is of past con- 
duct so grossly criminal as to expose the individual to indictment for an infa- 
mous crime in the civil courts ? 

“ My answer is, yes. The very application for the privileges of Masonry is 
a virtual and solemn declaration that the candidate is/>f good character.” 

Of this the committee say : 

“ Your Committee are of the opinion that a Mason can not be tried for of- 
fenses committed before be applied for the Mvsteries of Masonry. If, however, 
he I ratldulently witheld from the I . I or the Committee of Inquiry matters that 
Would if known have resulted in his rejection at the time, he has received his 
degrees through fraud and imposition, and for this offence he may be subjected 
to Masonic discipline j from tJie date of his filing his petilion the CD has jurisdic- 
tion of him, and, if he receives the degrees, the [Ep can go back to the date of 
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his application and punish him for acts of omission as well as commission, and 
if he omitted to put the I I in possession of a fact that showed him to be a man 
who did not ‘ bear the tongue of good report,’ he may bo dealt with for the 
same. Further than this, we do not think we are warranted in going. The 
■ Committee of Inquiry should put a petitioner on trial for his whole previous life, and 
their report and the action of the I I thereon should he Jinal for past acts, ex- 
cept in the cases above mentioned. And we would here say that if committees 
in the first place would do their whole duty there wonld be no occasions for de- 
cisions on this point.” 


The word Charity is very prominently used in Masonry. Now 
charity in practice does not permit the following of one to the grave 
for errors which may have been unwittingly committed, or long 
since repented of and turned from. 

It is barely possible — as “ there are exceptions to every general 
rule,” that a case might arise in which Masonic discipline should 
be meted out for acts committed while yet a profane. "We hold as 
a general rule That after one has beem-aisedy-lie-eannot be tried 


for “ unmasonic conduct” before he was made a Mason. 


“ The same rule applies to Entered|Apprentices and Fellow Crafts that applies 
to M asters, in regard to severing their connection with their [Ep. "When a 
Master Mason complies with the law, a ilimit cannot rightfully be refused him, 
unless charges are preferred. So of Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts 
who move out of the jurisdiction of their [Ep. They aro entitled to a certifi- 
cate of dismission and of standing, unless charges are interposed to stop them. 

“ A □ can try and expel, for unmasonic conduct, a Mason, resident in their 
jurisdiction, although affiliated with a □ of another Grand Jurisdiction.” 

We present the concluding paragraph of the report on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, with the remark, that their recommendations are 
equally applicable here : 

“Your committee would earnestly recommend and urge the Masters of [f=P 
to study the constitution, by-laws and standing resolutions of the Grand I I . 
together with the ritualistic landmarks of Masonry, and use aliltJe judgmenton 
their own part when some simple question arises, and thereby take some of the 
burden from the shouldex-s of the Grand Master. There are thousands of ques- 
tions referred to the Grand Master for decision every year that have been settled 
for fifty years, and any one can find the law on most subjects referred to him if 
they would take the trouble to look carefully to the Proceedings of the Grand 
I l . Will the Masters of this Grand Jurisdiction heed the request?” 


At the Session of the Grand □ inl869, provision was made for 
a~fund to be knows as “ Masonic Hall Fund,” and a per capita tax 
of one dollar was levied on each member of the Subordinate ft — 1 1. 
One dl issued a circular inviting the others to send delegates to a 
convention for “ the purpose of discussing and considering the pro- 
priety of protesting against the action of our Grand I i.” 

The Grand Master prepared an edict, warning the brethren against 
holding such a convention, but omitted to issue it, and reported the 
whole matter to the Grand □; the committee to whom the subject 
was referred, reported. We present their reportj and the resolution 
appended, all of which was unanimously adopted. 

“Your committee to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Master's 
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address in relation to edict, hare carefully considered the Hamc, and recognizing 
that a grave question of law is involved, most heartily sustain the Grand Mas- 
ter in the issuance of his edict. Your committee fully indorse and adopt as its 
own the language of the Grand Master ‘recognizing the right and propriety of 
Masons freely to discuss the acts and measures of the Grand CD, to the end 
that any which may be found defective may be amended, modified, or repealed, 
by the proper action of the Grand CD,’ yet your committee hold that the only 
place to take united or concerted action in regard to grievances resulting from 
action of the Grand CD is alone vested in chartered [f=p or within the body of 
the Grand CD itself. Your committee are of opinion that the constitution of 
the Grand CD of Missouri and the by-laws of the Grand CD for the govern- 
ment of subordinate ff=p are sufficiently plain to enable the Grand I I to legis- 
late with propriety upon the interests of the Craft, and it needs no Daniel to 
rise iti judgment in a so-called Masonic convention to pass upon the legality or 
constitutionality of its acts. Your committee nro of the opinion that any con- 
vention or assemblage of Masons as such, outside of a chartered CD or Grand 
l i . for the purpose of discussing the action of the Grand I i . is unmasonic, 
illegal, and in utter defiance of the prerogatives of the Grand I I . and subver- 
sive of the Ancient Landmarks. To place the Grand CD fairly upon this 
question, and in order that no one may hereafter plead ignorance in regard to 
die position of the Grand CD concerning Masonic conventions, we suggest the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That the Grand HU recognizes within its jurisdiction but two 
bodies legally qualified to legislate on Masonry, that is, Grand and subordinate 
rEjH; and that all so-called Masonic conventions or assemblages of Masons, oth- 
er than regularly constituted bodies, are illegal, clandestine, and in contraven- 
tion of the established usages of Masonry.” 

The following resolution was adopted : 

“ Resolved , That this Grand CD condemns in the most emphatic manner every 
attempt or inducement by members of the fraternity in this jurisdiction to add 
to our numbers by soliciting candidates for the Mysteries of Freemasonry, and 
directs charges to be preferred against nil Masons offending herein.” 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was as usual presented by 
the Grand Secretary ; the R.’. W.-. Brother is improving. We 
can pay him no higher compliment than that of quoting a paragraph 
from the commencement of the report. 

“ In presenting this report we have to say, that we have endeavored to be 
brief, but brevity is absolutely out of the question when reviewing the thousands 
upon thousands of pages from the rapidly increasing jurisdictions with which 
we are in fraternal correspondence, unless we should confine ourselves to a 
mere announcemunt of the fact that such proceedings had been received ; that 
Bro. 8o-and-So was elected Grand Master, and give a few statistics. Such a 
report would not be worth a row of pins, and as our understanding of your in- 
tention is under the law to be a faithful review of proceedings, jurisprudence, 
history and statistics, we have therefore devoted an immense amount of labor 
and extra time to this report, and we can but humbly hope that it will receive 
your careful attention, and in the end will have afforded you a broader and 
fuller view of the vast Masonic world around us. VVe can only gather wisdom 
by experience, and here is the experience of the Masonic universe for the past 
twelve months.” 

The Proceedings of forty-one American and several Foreign 
Grand pEEp are reviewed. 

Minnesota is noticed and an extract made from the address of our 
Grand master. 

A year or two since he criticised a resolution adopted by our 
Grand CD relative to the time of the delivery of the Grand Master’s 
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address, which we noticed last year, as the brethren will remember. 
This year we find as follows, on the same subject : 

“ The following resolution was adopted : 

“ ‘Resolved, That the M.\ W.\ Grand Master deliver his address at 71 o’clock 
this evening.’ 

“ We would as soon expect to see the resolution to say when the Grand 
Master should go to bed. 

“ The report on Correspondence is from the facile pen of Bro. Pierson, and 
under the heud of Missouri he winces under our criticism of last year about 
tlie Grand CD postponing the Grand Master’s address, and says very properly 
that the Grand CD may invite the Grand Master to deliver his address at a cer- 
tain time in order to accommodate the brethren, but if the resolution (such as 
we have quoted above) is an invitation then Bro. Pierson can take our hat on 
‘ courtesy.’ We have seen men ‘invited’ out of a front door just that way.” 

Our remarks on “ courtesy ” had reference to the Grand Master, 
having called upon the Deputy t.o preside during the delivery of the 
address, which act Bro. Gouley saw proper to criticise. As to the res- 
olution quoted, it was intended as an invitation to the Grand Master, 
but as it was not reduced to writing, the Grand Secretary got the 
language mixed up. 

M.-. W. - . Thos. E. Garrett was elected Grand Master, and R.\ 
W. 1 . G. Prank Gouley re-elected Grand Secretary. 

NEBRASKA. 

The Thirteenth Annual Communication of the Grand CD of Ne- 
braska was held at Plattsmouth, June 21st, 1870. 

Twenty-one [jEp represented. 

Twenty five on the roll. 

Seven dispensations for new pkq j issued during the year. 

The address of the Grand Master, our old friend Harry P. Duel, 
is a business document of much interest, but generally confined to 
local matters. 

IJe presented a number of decisions, made during the year, from 
which we quote : 

“ Queri/. — Can a DD receive and act upon the petition of an applicant who 
has been rejected bv another I I out of this jurisdiction, without first obtain- 
ing the consent of the CD that had rejected him? 

“Answer. — It can not. Masons belong to one universal family, and are onlv 
divided into Grand CD jurisdictions for the purpose of local government.” 

Wp have heretofore given our reasons for non-concurrence in this 
position. 1 1 is about equivalent to saying, once rejected, always 
rejected, or that rejection once is a perpetual bar to initiation. 

The decision is one of the new Americanisms that it is attempted 
to make into a new general law'. 

We do not question the power or the right of a Grand CD to 
make such a law for its own jurisdiction. But we do opine that it 
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is contrary to the spirit of Masonry and opposed to the Ancient 
practice and usages. 

“ Q . — Can a person who has lost the thumb of the right hand be made a 
Mason ? 

“ A. — He can not. 

. j Q . — Does the loss of the fore-finger of the left hand debar a person from 
receiving the degrees of Masonry ? 

•=A. — It does not.” 

On the same principle one might have lost all the fingers of the 
left hand and yet be eligible. We do not endorse the doctrine. 

“ Q . — A diinitted brother makes application to a CD for membership, and 
is rejected. Has he a right to apply again to the same I — I ? and, also, has he 
the right to apply back to the CD from which he was dimitted ? 

“A . — A brother holding a dimit has the right to apply to any CD he may 
choose, for membership, and as often as he may see fit, until elected.” 

Concurred, and also in the following, from his “ conclusion ” : 

“ A few words to the Masters of jf=p, and 1 have done. Do you, my brethren, 
realize the importance of the position you occupy? Do yon realize that to 
I he Entered Apprentice, just, stepping upon the threshold of our mystic tem- 
ple, the Master in the East is highest light, and that, it is to him he looks for 
that advice and information which iB to advance, him in the pursuit of Mason- 
ic knowledge? How necessary, then, that you should thoroughly instruct 
yourselves in the teachings of our mystic symbolism, and be always ready to 
impart that instruction which is so much needed by the seeker after Masonic 
light ! 

We present an extract from the report of the Committee on Ma- 
sonic Jurisprudence, containing another phase of the Dimit ques- 
tion. 

'“What action should be taken by a subordinate CD when a Master 
Mason presents a diploma, from a jurisdiction that does not issue dimits, pray- 
ing for membership?’ 

We answer, that inasmuch as some Grand CD jurisdictions do not dimit 
Masons, but grant diplomas, the diploma is as much the evidence of Masonic 
standing ns would be the certificate of the Secretary of a l l where dimits are 
recognized ; nnd a CD in this jurisdiction should, when a brother holding such 
diploma asks for membership, if he be otherwise found worthy, admit him to 
membership. We must, in such cases, recognize the local law of the jurisdic- 
tion from which the brother hails; but a CD should be fully satisfied that the 
jurisdiction does not dimit members.” 

fV. G.-. M.‘. Furnas presented the report on Foreign Correspond- 
ence, reviewing the proceedings of thirty-one Grand pEp, Minne- 
sota included. 

Bro. Furnas replies to some of our comments, last year, thusly : 

“ It reviews the proceedings of the Grand CD of Nebraska for 1808-9, and 
‘ quotes the following decision of Grand Master Irish : — 

‘“It is the right and duty of the Worshipful Master of tlic CD within whose 
jurisdiction they reside, to require all persons claiming to be Masons, whether 
they visit the CD or not, to prove themselves to bo what they profess. In de- 
fault of their ability to do so in a legal manner, they are to he regarded and 
treated as impostors.’ 

“ Says it is ‘ strange doctrine,’ and asks for the law. We reply, the law is in 
the common usages of Masonry, viz. : that a Mason shall prove himself in what 
he profmes, pr bo considered an impostor,” 
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Of course if he attempts to visit, Or claims any Masonic courtesies, 
lie must prove himself entitled; but, if he does neither, and in a 
merely casual remark says that he is a Mason, the party with whom 
he is conversing is not bound either to examine his pretensions, or 
extend Masonic courtesies, nor yet to consider him an impostor. 
Again, we know several good old Masons who cannot prove them- 
selves in a “ legal manner ; ” must they be treated as impostors, be- 
cause of forgetfulness, and the technicalities which go to make up 
the legal manner of the present age ? 

“It also denies the legality of the following resolution : — 

“licsolved, That where anon-affiliated Mason permanently locates within the 
jurisdiction of any subordinate CD in this State, and failH to make application 
for membership, or give a satisfactory reason for not doing so, for the space of 
one year from the date of such location, he thereby forfeits all claims, rights, 
benefits, or recognition in Masonry, of whatever kind, and shall he considered 
and treated in all respects as a clandestine Mason. 

“And thinks our Grand [ I will, on ‘second sober thought,' repeal it. We 
Bimply meant, that a Mason who would locate in the vicinity of a I i . with a 
(limit In his pocket, not thinking sufficient of Masonry to make application for 
affiliation, should be treated as clandestine in this : that no Masonic intercourse 
should be had with him. We adhere to the doctrine. We have enough Ma- 
sons in the land who carry dimits, never contribute to sustaining the Order, 
claim all its benefits, and remain drones in the hive.” 

There is a great difference between treating one as a clandestine, 
or, as uot entitled to Masonic privileges ; we heartily concur with 
the Brother, that the latter should not be extended to a voluntary 
non-affiliate. M.‘. W. - . H. P. Duel, Grand Master, and R.\ W.\ 
R. "W. Furnas, Grand Secretary, were each re-elected. 


NOVA SCOTIA. 

We are favored, for the first time, with a copy of the proceedings 
of the Grand CD of Nova Scotia. 

The Annual Communication was held at Halifax, June ‘24th, 1870. 

Thirty-four pEEp represented. 

Fifty-five on the roll. 

We find a new feature ; we quote : 

“ The Committee on Credentials reported the following ftp represented, and 
the following brethren members of Grand I I . and in attendance, to whom 
voting tickets were distributed.” 

We never before knew of voting tickets being distributed to the 
members of a Grand CD, but we have no hesitancy' in acknowledg- 
ing that we “don’t know it all." There may be a good reason for 
such a procedure, but “ we can’t see it." 

From the brief address of the Grand Master — which is confined 
to business matters, we learn that both the Grand fEip of England 
and Scotland have recognized the Grand CD of Nova Scotia. 

The Committee on Work “ recommended that the work styled 
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‘ Ancient York Rite,’ be generally adopted by the pEEp now work- 
ing in this Province,” and also “ further recommended that the |HEEp 
now working the Ritual of the Grand pEEp of England and Canada, 
have full permission to continue that work.” 

When the report came up for action, it was moved “ by way of 
amendment thereto, that the original Webb York Rite be adopted 
bv all pEfp ; ” which was lost, and the report adopted. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence was presented by Bro. - . 
C. J. McDonald, in which the proceedings of twenty-two Grand pEEp 
are reviewed in a manner that evidences anything but new business 
to the committee. 

Minnesota receives a brief notice ; we, equally with the commit- 
tee, “ regret that Nova Scotia” found no place in our last report. 
M. - . W. - . “ Hon.” Alexander Keith, Grand Master, was re-elected, 
and R.-. W.-. Benjamin Curron elected Grand Secretary. 


FOREIGN GRAND BODIES. 


We are not in the receipt of any of the “ Protocols ” of the Grand 
Bodies of the Eastern Hemisphere, but believing that our brethren in 
Minnesota would be interested in learning something about the in- 
stitution in the “old countries,” Ve have availed ourselves of the New 
York report, and present the following extracts from it: 

ENGLAND. 

We have the Transactions of the Mother Grand □ at its several quarterly 
and special communications during the year 1809. 

The principal event of the year was the vote of the Grand I 1 . by which 
the title and rank of Past Grand Master was conferred on the Prince of Wales, 
and the announcement of the intention of that distinguished personage to be- 
come a member of one or more (§1. 

On a motion to recognize the Grand □ of Nova Scotia its an independent 
body, the Bentiment was freely acknowledged, that it was the true policy of the 
Grand to permit hor subordinates, in distant colonies, to form independent 
Grand [Ep whenever they had arrived at such a state as to warrant the beliol 
that their organization could be properly maintained, and the logical result that, 
under thi s doctrine, all the colonial organizations would gradually pass away, 
was accepted with great complacency. The vote on the motion to recognize, was 
unanimous. We presume that among Americans there will hardly be any 
division of sentiment as to the propriety of the conclusion reached by our 
English brethren. 

The Master of a [~J was reprimanded by the Board of General Purposes for 
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having, in a summons, announced that the “ new work approved by the Board 
would be exhibited,” when, in fact, no such work had been sanctioned. We 
mention this fact to show that the supervision over the [§1 in England is very 
minute. 

At the quarterly meeting in December, the Prince of Wales was formally 
received and invested with the insignia of his rank as past Grand Master. 

The Earl of Zetland, having concluded twenty-six years’ service as Grand 
Master, and four additional as Pro. Grand Master, under Iho Duke of Sussex, 
announced his desire to Ire relieved from further service, and asked that he 
might not again be put in nomination for the office. 

His desire was acceded to, and the Earl de Gray and Ripon, who has long 
served as Deputy Grand Master, was nominated for Grand Master. 

■V CD was summoned, and its Master punished, for having removed its place 
of meeting without the necessary permission, and for allowing brethren in ar- 
rears to vote. 

A committee was appointed to inquire into the practicability of establishing 
a uniform system of work. 

A most interesting debate was had on the proposition to limit the time a 
Grand Master may serve, to three or five years, resulting in a withdrawal of the 
proposition hv its mover. 


PRANCE. 


In view of the relations at present existing between the Grand Orient of 
France and the Grand [Ep of the American continent, we confine our notice to 
such matters only ;m nmy be considered to hear upon the point at issue. 

The subject mutter of our difference was introduced on the first day of the 
session bv a brother from Havre, who, referring to the suspension of relations 
by the Grand CD of New York, requested that the matter might be taken into 
immediate consideration. The Grand Master said in reply : “This is neither 
the time nor place, for such consideration ; the subject will have my careful con- 
sideration.” 

The next day attention was drawn to the question by another member, who 
“ again called the attention of the Grand Orient and the Grand Master to the 
sad difficulty existing between the Great Masonic powers of New York and 
New Orleans 1” and urged the intervention of French Masonry to put a stop 
to it. 

The “ President of the Council” then explained the situation in this wise: 

“A few years since, there was found in New Orleans a Mason, a Frenchman, 
I5ro. ChasRnignuc, who had openly broken through this custom so contrary to 
our principles. Elevated to the position of President of the Supreme Council 
of Louisiana, he lmd colled around him, without any distinction, inen of oil 
religions, nationalities, and races, seeking in each only those qualities which are 
moral and intellectual, and in so doing he has offended the majority of the 
Masonic powers of America. Bro. Cliassaignac, in the name of the Supreme 
Council, had sought an alliance with the Grand Orient of France. The Grand 
Master had been in no haste to respond. He had received protests against the 
establishment of this Supreme Council, but he had considered it important to 
he assured that this new Masonic power possessed the conditions of vitality. 
Still the ropiest of Bro. Cliassaignac had to be answered, and after a reasonable 
time had elapsed, the Grand Master ordered an examination of the question. 
A report by Bro. Hermitte, inserted in the Bulletin, and conclusive as to the 
evidence solicited, had been approved hv the Grand Master, and it was for this 
reason that the Grand i i of New York to-day proliibils all communication 
between its constituents and the Masons of France. Such is the question, such 
ii the situation. It will he examined with care, but, at the same time, with 
that firmness which the Grand Orient of France has already displayed in break- 
ing ofi' all relations with the Grand Orient of Brazil on account of the question 
of slavery.” 

It will be seen that the real question is not even hinted at by the President 
of the Council, while the speaker preceding him evidently misunderstood the 
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whole matter. Tlie American Grand [Ep have taken odense, not at the fact 
that Chassaignac, and his organization, have called around them all or any men, 
hut because they have established [51 in flagrant violation of the rights of the 
already established and recognized Grand l I of Louisiana: because the Grand 
Orient, in aiding and abetting tin's invasion of the territory of one Grand l — i . 
declares its readiness to invade the territory of every other Grand C5, On this 
single ground, without any other whatever, the American Grand |i=p have made 
common cause, and with cordial unanimity joined hands ngnintst any and till 
comers in defense of their right to govern Masonry in their respective jurisdic- 
tions, without interference from any quarter, l'hey have assumed this de- 
fense as the very citadel of their existence; for admit that the jurisdiction of a 
Grand □ may be invaded with impunity, that subordinate [E=p may lie estab- 
lished there without its authority and consent, and the whole system of Grand 
I I government crumbles to dust; and not only this, but the organization of 
Masonry on lids continent would he thrown into chaos, and all tlie labor of a 
century be given to the winds. As we have repeatedly said in discussing this 
subject, this is so vital a question, that we cannot allow it to lie approached 
with hostile intent without at once calling out our ultimate powers of resistance, 
and drawing an impassable line between all who oppose and all who favor our 
continued existence. 

When the members of the Grand Orient of France come to understand that 
the doctrine of foreign interference with the established rights of Grand [El, 
ns the representatives of the body of the Craft in their several jurisdictions, is 
aimed ns directly at their own existence as at that of every other legally es- 
tablished Mnsonic power, they will see that there can Ire no’compromise what- 
ever, and that friendly relations cannot exist, except iretween powers deter- 
mined to respect, the rights of each other. 

At the meeting of 1869, the Grand Orient, under the evident impression 
that they -were taking a step forward in the way of progress, adopted the fol- 
lowing declaration : 

“The Masons under the jurisdiction of the Grand Orient of France, by their 
legal representatives, at the annual communication of 1869, affirm that human- 
ity and Masonry are outraged, when color, race, or religion, suffice to prevent 
the entrance of a proplmne into the great Masonic family.” 

“ Tim Grand Master is requested to make known this declaration to all foreign 
Mnsonic powers, and notify them that now and henceforth the Grand Orient of 
France dissolves its alliance with any Masonic power which does not adhere to 
this declaration.” 

There is somewhere a proverb to the effect that “ one man can lead a horse 
to water, but a hundred cannot make him drink,” on which principle the Grand 
Orient will find itself engaged in a bootless effort if it supposes that the Grand 
[Ep of the world will be driven to the desired declaration of adhesion under 
the implied threat. It is to be presumed that the Grand [Ep on this continent 
will not feel called to declare a principle about which there has, with them, 
never been any question. They have not made, and cannot lawfully make, 
any regulation to prevent the application of any candidate, no matter what his 
race, religion or color, provided only that the candidate does not, as many of the 
French Masons are inclined to do, ignore the existence of the True God. Nor 
can they enforce a regulation, should it be made, to prevent any member of a 
l ~l from rejecting a candidate on account of race, religion or color, for the 
simple reason that, under tlie law handed down to us from the beginning, a 
single black-ball rejects any application for admission to Masonry ; and that 
a black-ball being deposited, there is no earthly power that can inquire into the 
motives of the brother depositing it. The matter always has been, is now, 
and must remain in the consciences of the brethren, and Grand [Ep cannot be 
expected to stultify themselves by adopting a declaration which amounts only 
to the atmospheric pressure necessary to enunciate it. We do not object to the 
Grand Orient declaring anything it likes, but we do object to being required to 
enter upon any subject not within the legitimate sphere of Grand □ action. 

Upon reflection, our French brethren will, we trust, conclude to let this mat- 
ter drop, 
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(lit AND LODGE OF SAXONY. 

The protocols of this Grand CD transmitted to 11 s, are numbers 86, 87, 88, 
and 80, respeotivelv dated April 17, .Tune 17, October 30, 1889, and January 
22, 1870. 

The Grand Orient of Mexico, having applied through its agent in Germany, 
[iro. Von Uslar, in Wolfenbuttel, for a closer alliance with the Grand CD, it 
was resolved to postpone action for the present, as the questionable authority of 
Tiro. Von Uslar, as well its the existing relations of the Grand Orient itself, 
seemed to require further investigation. 

One of the daughter rEp informs the Grand CD that a certain applicant for 
admission was forever denied initiation in Freemasonry without a ballot. We 
allude to this case, as this proceeding of the CD in Saxony is so greatly at va- 
riance with the practice of the [SI hi the United Staten. We have no means 
of ascertaining by what process the CD arrived at the result. 

Protocol No. 88 contains ample extracts from our Transactions for 1888, fur- 
nished by our representative. It. W. Bro. Von Mensch. 

lie quotes extensively the views expressed by the different Grand Masters of 
the Grand [Ep of the United States, as to the legality of the negro Masons in 
this country, and (heir admission into the [Ep of the white mail, and closes 
with the following remarks, which have our full approval: 

“ With these views — as to negro Masons — on the part of the Grand [Ep above 
quoted, which no doubt are shared by all other Grand [Ep in the United States, 
the genural and insuperable repugnance on the part of the white Masons of the 
country against the initiation of negroes, will he understood and reasonably 
judged. It is not with them, as it is in Germany, a merely theoretical question, 
which in the nature of things on this side of the Atlantic finds neither realiza- 
tion nor application ; the notorious mental incapacity of the nejp-o race, and to 
a very large extent its immense social mid material inferiority, is decisive. 
Neither must the repugnance to meet with negroes in closed rooms be under- 
valued, because the physical defect of that race is offensive to one of the senses.” 

It is unnecessary to point out to which of the live senses Bro. Von Mensch 
alludes. 

GRAND LODGE ZU DEN DREI WELTKUGELN (THREE GLOBES), 
AT BERLIN, PRUSSIA. 

We acknowledge the receipt of the Protocols of this Grand CD), dated March 
1 1, April 29, May 13, and June 24, 1869, accompanied bv statistical lists. 

At the session of April 29th, the election of Grand Officers took place for the 
triennium, 1S69-72. Bro. Von Measerschmidt was unanimously re-elected Grand 
Master, and Bro. Bornemann, Deputy Grand Master. Bro. Bolime was elected 
Grand Secretary. 

The Grand dd declines to enter into friendly relations with the Grand Orient 
of Mexico, inasmuch as Masonry in that country did not keep entirely aloof 
from politics at present. 

The Prince of Wales having been initiated into Masonry during ilia visit to 
Sweden, was made an honorary member of the Grand CD of Germany, at Ber- 
lin, by the Crown Prince of Prussia. 

The May session, held on the 13th of that month, is the annual session of 
the Grand i — i , and is to be attended by the Masters or Deputy Masters of her 
daughter [Ep . From the Protocol we perceive that forty-four active members 
of the Grand CD attended, and only twenty-seven rEp of the one hundred and 
eight daughter [Ep located outside of the city of Berlin were represented by 
their Masters orDeputy Mast ere. 

The Grand Master, after welcoming the brethren who had assembled to at- 
tend the communication, remarked, that the result of last year’s May session 
had been unfavorably commented upon, particularly by the Masonic press, mid 
that the latter had found fault with the rejection of the largest part of the mo- 
tions rnnde in the Grand CD. If all, or at least a majority of the brethren 
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present at the sessions of May 7 tit and 8th, of last year, were impressed with 
the idea that none of the essential parts of Masonry could be changed, no un- 
conditional opposition was thereby intended to such changes and additions, 
which, corresponding to the enlightenment of the present age, would aid in ex- 
plaining the aim ami means of our Union more unequivocally mid with greater 
clearness than has been heretofore done, and through symbolic forms, &c., 
would elevate both heart and mind and make the brethren 'more susceptible to 
true Masonry. If apportion of the Masonic press insists that the rEp of Prussia 
ure under the guardianship of the Grand [Up, and in our system particularly 
under that of the Union Directory, and that they were therebv restrained in the 
independent progress for the better, it only proves that they are entirely un- 
acquainted with the cordial relations existing between our Grand CD anil the 
union Directory, which is closely united therewith, on the one part, and our 
daughter [BJ on the other part. Both authorities desire only to preserve the 
most cordial relations between all the members of the Union, to watch over, 
guide, and assist In the observance of the laws, that the spirit of true Mason ry 
may be continually developed in its votaries with greater force as the spirit of 
earnest and moral efforts, etc. 

The CD at Gotha also moved to strike’ out Subdivision 1 of Section 1G5 of 
the Statutes, relating to the prohibition to initiate non-Christians in the Prus- 
sian [trp. 

Bro. Von Etzel, of the committee to which the motion was referral, alluded 
to the report ol last year on the subject, and argued against the same, localise 
tlie brand CD should place herself in an antagonistic position to the edict of 
. ctober -0, It 98, and that a change was neither attainable nor necessary, aa the 
lriifcitation of non-Christians in the Order was possible through other pEp , and 
thus a way to an approach of justice presented itself. He expressed the convic- 
tion that the admission of Jews, even if impossible now, would be brought 
about at some future time, and regretted the motion as inopportune. He also 
stated that the members of the committee were unanimously in favor of retain- 
ing Section 165 on the Statutes. 

Bro. Bretschnoider remarked that the original patent of the year 1740 con- 
tained nothing requiring a particular faith, in order to become a member of the 
Masonic Union. It was fifty-six years after that, when a restricted order ap- 
peared necessary to the government, then holding a different view, which might 
be explained, perhaps, aa a result of the political excitement then manifesting 
ltselt in consequence of the French revolution. A retrograde movement in re- 
ligious viewB had also taken place at that time. Now the rejection of Jews 
was no longer in accordance with the spirit of the age. In admitting them, 
the heat opportunity offered itself to exercise an infiueuce upon them. If Free- 
masonry is to be universal, and an institution that is to concern the whole hu- 
man race, then the initiation of Jews must be considered admissible. 

Bro. Von Etzel remarked, that the views just expressed were shared by 
™ an / 5 j proof, however, that the initiation of Jews was not in contravention 
ot the. fundamental law in question, was wanting. 

Bro. F ronke remarked, that although the royal patent of 1740 did not directly 
speak oi a confession ot Christianity, yet the social )>osition then occupied bv 
the Jews, excluded them. The adoption of the motion, viz., the initiation of 
J ews, he would consider tlie destruction of the patent in question. Such a sac- 
rifice could not be made. 

Bro. Bauer described the social position of the intelligent Jews, that were 
largely represented in his province (Posen), as an honorable and esteemed one ; 
they were admitted to tlie highest circles. It seemed to be the more oppres- 
sive there, that they could not be received in our (§3. In consequence of the 
resolution adopted last year, four Entered Apprentices of the Jewish faith had 
joined the 1 — ) Tempel zur Eintracht as permanent visitors, and they were held in 
the hmliest estimation. He directed attention to the progress that had mani- 
fested itself in tlie system Royal York, whose Grand Master, Bro. Sehnacken- 
burg, hud declared in a 1. j at Hanover, that the question was no longer one of 
principle, but of time only. 

Bro. Bloem remarked, that he also considered that the initiation of Jew's 
i'onld no longer be refused. He ad vocn ted their advance to the third degree: 
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the acquirement of the rest of the degrees lie did not consider necessary for 
them. By their initiation he desired to withdraw our union from attacks that 
were made upon it, because it professed universal love of mankind, as expressed 
in section 1 of the statutes, and yet excluded Jews. lie did not consider it 
beuefioial, according to Christian and Masonic principles, to keep up tills bar- 
rier in the future. 

The Grand Master, Bro. Von Messerschmidt, intimated that there existed 
peculiar relations, and particular difficulties and impediments, which could not 
be known to oil brethren, but which, first of all, must be overcomo and removed, 
and dial the modon seemed really inopportune at present. 

Bro. Bretsclineider, in answer to a letter published in a Masonic journal, 
makes the following reply tinder date of November 38, 1869. 

“ In regard to your request to make known the peculiar relations, particular 
obstacles and difficulties, which Grand Master Bro. Von Messerschmidt, at the 
session of the Grand d in May last, intimated exist against the admission of 
non-Christians to Freemasonry. I reply that I do not consider myself author- 
ized to publish the same, even in a Masonic journal, as all present at the time 
were enjoined to keep these particulars strictly secret; they were not even 
entered upon the Protocol." 

If the organization of the Grand I 1 Three Globes iH taken into considera- 
tion, the rejection of the proposition for a full representation of the daughter 
[Ep will not be at all surprising. As Bro. Von Etzel, the chairman of the com- 
mittee to which the resolutions were referred, remarked : “Tim Grand d did 
not wish to be, nor should she be, a I I of representatives, but simply a mother 
I — i . This right she claims to have derived from the fact, that all lior daugh- 
ter ft— ] i were chartered by her, and that she is not their creature.” 

The i — l Avxtrai Globes was instituted iu 1740; that from the surplusage of 
her members other [§) were formed, which, in accordance with the custom 

prevailing at the time, received their charters from this mother | |. It was 

in 174*1 that this mother CU assumed the title of Grand (d- Her claim to 
rule and govern her daughter |EP . without permitting them to participate in 
the making of the laws, is tinctured with the flavor of the heretofore prevailing, 
but now obsolete pretensions of the rulers of Europe, “by the grace of God.” 
It is not unreasonable to presume, however, that the Grand Id will eventually 
follow the good example of the King of Prussia, who permits liis subjects to 
participate hi tile government by representation, and allow her daughter f£p 
to be heard and represented without restriction. 

There is, however, another renson why the Grand I 1 denies to her daughters 
a participation in the conduct of affairs. It must be remembered that the su- 
preme executive and judicial authority of the Grand i i is vested in a Direc- 
tory, consisting of seven members, who also compose the highest so-called 
“Inner Orient,” and one of its duties is to preserve the purity of the system 
practiced by the Grand d> and which substimtiuUy is the strict observance of 
Hltlld. It consists, aside of the first three degrees, of four others, viz : 4. Scotch 
Master. 0. Novice. 6. Templar. 7. Eques Professns (Professed Knight). 
The sixth degree, as the quinteseenee of the Order, claims the right to govern 
the Institution, without responsibility for its acts to the members of the other 
degrees. The “ Inner Orient” has full control of the Grand d and the daugh- 
ter pEp . which even extends to the approval of the Master elected by the ( — I. 
The representative of the d in Grand d must be in possession of the fourth 
degree. If the Mils ter of the d does not attend the session of the Grand 
|— 1 . the d is represented by a proxy, selected by the Grand d (Inner Orient) 
from one of the four fEp nt Berlin, who reflects his own views rather than those 
of the d), end being depeudentfor his sent in Grand i \ to the “ Inner Orient,” 
it is natural to suppose that ho will not readily place himself in opposition to 
its views, The slim attendance of the Masters of rEP . Bro. Bretschueider ex- 
plains us a consequence of being obliged to pay their own expenses. This 
state of affairs may continue for a time longer, but eventually the change will 
mid must come. .lust as the peoples of the world gradually assert their rights 
of being heard and consulted in their respective governments, just so will the 
Masons of Prussia assert their rights of being properly represented in their 
Grand rEp . 


1871.] 


Appendix. 


107 


And as it is with the representation of [Ep in Grand CD, so will it be with 
the initiation of JeWB in Prussian [Ep. Religious tenets will cease to be a test 
for admission into Masonry in Prussia. The leaven is working, nnd the result 
will manifest, itself in due season. It is merely a question of time, and is so 
acknowledged b} r prominent and intelligent Masons in Prussia. It is to be re- 
gretted, therefore, that members of the Fraternity should adhere with so much 
tenacity to regulations that are more properly adapted to the period when feu- 
dalism was in its glory, and swayed continental Europe. 

It is argued tkat the patent of 1740 and the royal edict of 1798 were antago- 
nistic to the admission of Jews. We have carefully examined both, but fail to 
discover even the slightest allusion to a confession of any faith. Aside from 
this, it is claimed by Prussians learned in law that all restrictions contained in 
the edict of 1798 were removed by section 4 of the Ordinances of August 6, 
1848. 

The Prussian government years ago removed all distinction on account of 
religious belief, and it seems strange that the Masons of that country should 
adhere to it with so much pertinacity. Obsolete ideas may be bolstered up for 
a time, but must finally succumb to education and enlightenment. Progress is 
imprinted upon the nineteenth century, and resistance is vain. 

The Grand CD celebrated St. John’s Day on the 24th of June, the Grand 
Master delivering an addresss on the occasion. He alluded to the Grand Mas- 
ters’ conference, held by the Grand Masters of Germany on the 16th of May, 
at Dresden, and remarked that the most friendly and brotherly feelings and 
unanimity prevailed among those present, and that the most lively interest for 
the prosperity and success of Freemasonry was expressed by all. He proposed 
at this time only to allude to the questions that were brought before the con- 
ference for consideration ; the particulars are to be laid before the brethren at 
some future time. 

The negotiations with the Grand I I dos Benedidinos , at Rio de Janeiro, for 
the exchange of representatives, had not been brought to a close. 

From a statement made by the Grand Master, we gather that the Grand 
I I consists of 61 members, and 629 honorary members. The number of 
daughter pEp , according to the statistical tables accompanying the Protocols, is 
106. By adding up the various columns, we find 11,980 active members affili- 
ated therewith. The rEp are reported to be in a prosperous condition. The 
Grand CD has expended 4,553 thalers in charities during the year. 

GRAND LODGE OF PRUSSIA, ROYAL YORK ZUR FREUND- 
SCIIAFT, AT BERLIN. 

We have received from this Grand I I . Protocols dated May 3 and 12, June 
7 and 24, September 6, and December 13, 1869. 

The Grand CD of Louisiana entered her protest against the recognition of 
the spurious Supreme Council of Louisiana by the Grand Orient of France, 
and notified the Grand CD that all Masonic intercourse between herself and the 
Grand Orient of France had ceased. The Grand CD Royal York, in 1868, 
declined to enter into mutual representation with the New Orleans Supreme 
Council. 

At the request of the Grand I I of Louisiana, the Grand CD Royal York 
transmitted to her the ritual of all the degrees practiced by her. The hope is' 
expressed that the ritual practiced by the rEp in Louisiana would be forwarded 
in return, and that they would thus become intimately acquainted with the 
work practiced by them. We are not informed whether this wish has been 
complied with. 

The Grand CD of Lusitania, Lisbon, urges upon the Grand CD Royal York 
the recognition of the Grand CD dos Bencdiclinas, at Rio de Janeiro, and to en- 
ter into friendly relations with her. The Grand CD consented to the trans- 
mission of her Protocols, and expressed her willingness to invite her two sister 
Grand [Ep to join in the recognition of the Grand CD dos Benedidinos. The 
establishment of friendly relations with the Grand Orient of Mexico was de- 
clined, for the reason that the Mexican daughter ri=p were permitted to exercise 
an influence in politics. Mutual representatives have been appointed between 
the Grand CH Royal York and the Grand Orient of Italy. 
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The Grand CD has decided that a knowledge of the contents of its Protocols 
must be withheld from Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts. 

Eighteen of the twenty [Ep of the former Grand CD of Hanover are now 
affiliated with the Grand CD Royal York. 

On the 31st of May, 1869, the I I Pytha/joras m den drei Stromen, at Miinden, 
Hanover, one of the [Ep above alluded to, was constituted a daughter CD of 
the Grand I I Roval York, by Bro. Jenisch, of Berlin, especially deputized 
for that purpose. In the course of his address to the t I . ho expressed him- 
self on one point in a similar strain as did M.\ W.\ Bro. Schnackenburg, tile 
Grand Master of Royal York, on the 14th of June, 1808, when he installed 
two (SI at Hanover. The M.'. W.\ Brother, on that occasion stated, “that 
according to the system practiced hy the Grand I I Royal York, a profession 
of Christianity was required from the candidate, Which, however, rested upon 
a historical basis, and that not principles, hut necessity, had created this condi- 
tion.” 

Bro. Kueper, the Master of the CD at Miinden, in reply to the address of 
Bro. Jenisch, made the following remarks : 

“ I must not fail to state, that, however much we may esteem the Christian 
religioii, we cling with our whole soul to that conception of Masonry which 
makes it a human, and not merely a Christian institution. On this basis alone 
rests its universality, and through this only will it be possible to produce a di- 
rect effect ou men, and incline them favorably to the grand aims of our exalted 
Institution, by opening its doors to every free man of good repute, without re- 
gard to his religious profession.” 

The Grand CD celebrated St. John’s day, and the Seventy-Second Anniver- 
sary of her existence, on the 24th June, 1869. Bro. Wieprecht, the Grand 
Orator, who, in his review of the condition of Masonry during the year past, 
makes the following remarks : 

“ The following statistical information will give an idea of the colossal pro- 
portions which Masonry has acquired in America. There exists in America 
41 Grand [Ep, with 6,800 daughter (Ep . Of these 671 belong to the State of 
Hew York, in which during the past year, 6,000 initiations took place. Ken- 
tucky numbers 406, Illinois 400, Pennsylvania 415 [El, with 22,000 members, 
etc. The question naturally presents itself, whetherthis immense and unprece- 
dented growth is accompanied hy a proper intrinsic development. Many of the 
reports that come to us paint the condition of single (§1 and (ZD systems in 
dark colors. Complaint is made of the gross abuse of the ladies’ degrees, 
which has taken root in some districts to such an extent that their abolition 
and the introduction of reforms seem hardly possible. The Reform, the organ 
of the Society of German-American Freemasons, speaks out plainly. It 
says : “ Break with the old, and form a new Union. That is the only reform possible.” 

It can not be denied, that this ladies’ degree humbug finds many supporters 
in die ranks of the Fraternity in this coimtiy. Tlio Grand Hpl of the United 
States, however, have no more control over it than has the Grand CD Royal 
York within its juisdiction over any society outside of Masonry. 

Bro. Weipreclit quotes the Reform as authority for his assertion. F ully aware 
of the extreme conservatism of the Prussian Grand rEp , it seems to us that he 
can not be acquainted with the tendencies of the Society of whicli the Reform 
is tho organ. We are even inclined to think, that lie did not read all that fol- 
lows the sentence quoted hy him. He will find it in fidl in Protocol Ho. 131 
of the Grand CD of Hamburg, and a translation of it under the head of Ham- 
burg, in tills report, from which he will readily perceive that the aim of that 
Society is the destruction of our venerable Institution. 

Upon investigation, he will discover that American Masons cannot he charged 
with this sacrilege, as it emanates from tho two German (E l whicli the ambi- 
tious Grand Master of Hamburg lias instituted within our jurisdiction, unlaw- 
fully and in tho face of our repeated remonstrances. And that these two [Ep 
have even thrown off - the control of the Grand CD of Hamburg, he will have 
no difficulty in discovering, if he will peruse the Protocols of that body for the 
past year. We look upon this as a natural consequence of the unlawful and 
unjustifiable proceedings of tho ambitious Doctor of Hamburg. 

The Grand CD adopted the title of Worshipful for the subordinate [Ep, the 
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Masters and Deputy Masters of the same, and also for the two Grand Wardens 
of the Grand CD ; Ritjlil Worshipful for the Provincial Grand I I . Provincial 
Grand Master, and Deputy Grand Muster ; Most Worshipful for the Grand I I . 
the Grand Master, and Deputy Grand Master. All other officers and meraherB 
to be addressed as brothers. 

The Protocols contain ample reports of the daughter rEp of the Grand I I . 
from which it appears that they are in a healthy anofiourishing condition. 
The Grand CD has now about fifty-five EP affiliated with her. 

GRAND LODGE ZUR SONNE, AT BAIREUTH. 

The Constitution adopted by this Grand CD in 18C8, requires that it should 
hold one session annually, in the alternate Orients of her daughter |-Ep . The 
Grand CD, therefore, met on the 24th October, 1869, at Kaiserslautern. M.\ 
W.\ Bro. Feustel, Grand Master, presiding. 

The Grand Master stated that friendly relations would be established at an 
early day with the Grand CD Alpina, of Switzerland, and that the Council of 
the Grand Officers had decided not to enter into communication with the Grand 
l~Ep of America. 

It was resolved, that, in future, Grand Officers who were obliged to travel on 
official business, should be paid the regular fore and a per diem of two thalers. 
The Grand Master is to receive in future fifty florins, and the Grand - Secretary 
one hundred florins, annual compensation. 

The Constitution adopted October 11, 1868, was amended ; Section 20 is to 
read : 

“ Every I I has at least one vote (in the Grand CD) besides that of the 
Master. Ep with from 76 to 125 members have two, and with 126 to 175 
members three votes. Proxies may be appointed, but no brother shall repre- 
sent more than one CD- No instruction shall be given, but the representative 
shall vote from personal conviction. 

“ The brethren of the Orient in which the Grand CD holds its session shall 
be entitled to participate in the labors of the Grand CD, according to their de- 
grees.” 

Section 53 was amended to read as follows : 

“ If a candidate receives six black-balls in a CD having fifty members, he is 
to be declared rejected ; if five black-balls appeiu - , he may apply again within 
a year. But “ the brethren who have cast the black-balls must disclose to the 
Master the reason for their votes. If these are not satisfactory, the Master, 
after consulting the rest of the CD officers, may declare the ballot clear. Par- 
ticulars may he regulated by the By-laws of the rEp.” 

The question, whether it would be desirable to unite the Grand [El of South- 
ern Germany, was broached by the Grand Master at the session of the Grand 
I — l in October, 1868. who argued that a greater impulse would thereby he giv- 
en to Masonry. The present condition of Masonry, compared with what it 
was twenty-five years ago, seemed very favorable. Most of the [El of South 
Germany had been constituted during that term, mid he considcredit desirable 
that the E l should present a unit, which would result in their mutual support. 
“ Remove/ he said, “what separates us, present the spectacle of an active, 
progressive Union, and the result will Boon become apparent.” 

The members present considered the union of all South German rE merely a 
question of time. 

M. - . W.\ Bro. Feustel was re-elected Grand Master for three yea'rs. The 
Grand CD is to meet at Fiirth in 1870. From an address delivered by the 
Grand Master, at the session of October 24th, we gather the following : 

The number of daughter [§1 had increased by tw T o durmg the year. The 
new as well as the old E l are in a prosperous condition and increasing in the 
number of members. According to the latest return made by the E l. they 
have 996 members. The smallest CD has twenty-eight, and the largest 151 
members. It is stated that the Grand CD is in mutual representation with the 
Grand CD at Darmstadt, Hamburg, Frankfort, Three Globes, Royal York, and 
the Grand I l of Saxony, and has been in constant communication with the 
Grand Orients of France, Italy, and New York. An exchange of representa- 
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lives, proposed by tlie tinpreme Council of Louisiana, the Grand [SI of Ten- 
nessee and Illinois, was declined, with expressions of brotherly thanks. 

The Grand Master announced that the Conncil of Officers hnd determined 
to issue a circular letter to define the position which Masonry occupies in rela- 
tion to the Papal Syllabus. We give it in the following translation : 


“ CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE GRAND I I OP FREEMASONS ZUR SONNE, AT 

BAIREUTH. 

“ Worshipful and Beloved Brethren: 

“As a rule, the Masonic Fraternity does not participate in the political fac- 
tions, church schisms, and struggles of the times. As a humane and moral 
Society it unites men of various political creeds and of diverse religious beliefs, 
by the common tie of brotherly love. Hut tills position of neutrality it h im- 
possible to preserve, if the existence of the Union is assailed^ or tho moral bless- 
ings threatened that mankind has acquired, and which are indispensable to its 
destiny. In such cases it is forced to watchfulness by the interest of self-preser- 
vation oh the one hand, and by the duty to defend these sacred blessings on tlm 
other. 

“ In this sense we direct your attention, beloved brethren, to the plans emana- 
ting from Home, which endanger the moral peace and the intellectual progress of 
t he civilized family. Tlieso planB are, no doubt, devised, urged, and supported 
by the mortal enemy of our Union — -the Jesuits. 

" So far as the impending Council, to which Pope Pius IX. has called the 
Roman Catholic bishops from all parts of the world, is to settle merely matters 
concerning the Catholic Church, or church discipline, we have no cause to med- 
dle in this, to us, foreign affair. Even the evident intention to attribute infalli- 
bility to the Pope by a new dogma, concerns us much less than it does the mod- 
ern governments, whose authority and freedom might be entangled in conflicts 
by tain superhuman authority of a man. Wc consider it self-evident that this 
infallibility, founded upon church faith, can have neither a convincing nor bind- 
ing power for us, for the reason that the moral law, which we consider the su- 
preme guide for our conduct, is not derived from any church authority, but 
from truths recognized by man. 

“But, first of all, we havo to maintain the right to exist against the author- 
ity of the Pope, who denied it to us in his allocution of September 25, 1865 ; 
and also against the authority of the .Cou ncil , if it should affirm the Pope b 
judgment of condemnation. , 

“Our Union, dedicated to humanity, is not nil institution of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and is not subjected to the Roman hierarchy. As long as the 
humane and liberally inclined State protects our rights, and permits us to live 
in freedom, we need not care for papal excommunication. We acknowledge, 
however, that we deserve one reproach which the Pope has made, and that is, 
that m practice toleration toward those who differ from its in faith. If the Pope dis- 
covers a crime in this toleration, in the eyes of the civilized world it is a virtue, 
of which we need not be ashamed. All other reproaches are based upou a mis- 
understanding of our disposition and a misconstruction of our aim. The Pope 
errs when ho calls us an immoral sect, as morality is the principle of our exist- 
ence, The Pope errs when he reproaches us with having caused revolutions and 
wars in Europe; we require from all members a conscientious observance of the 
laws of the State, and our [j=p are temples of peace. The Pope errs when he 
charges us with a fierce, hatred of the Christian religion; not only do the large 
majority of the broth roil profess Christianity, but our Union is a moral society, 
filled with reverence toward the Founder of the Christian religion, and tvbo 
lias revealed to the world the Mghest, ideal of moral perfection. The Pope errs 
when he stigmatizes us as despisers and enemies of God ; for Freemasons are 
worship ere of Ood. Perceiving these grave errors of the Pope, through our own 
immediate experience in life, we certainly know that he is as little as other men 
secure against errors. 

“ The Council is called together to condemn also the errors of our age, enumer- 
ated by Pope Pius TX in the published Syllabus errorum. In these pretended 
errors we recognize, to a great extent, vital truths, which are approved by society 
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and the governments of the world, and must therefore be guarded by the human 
family with watchfulness, if it is to fulfill its divine destiny. 

“ The 'Pope condemns in advance all philosophy and all sciences that are not 
defined, governed, and circumscribed by authority of the hierarchy (Syllabus, 
1, 14, 57). We know, however, that science is, and must he, independent of 
all church authority. We know that all great discoveries and every progress 
of science are the offspring of unrestricted investigation, of critical observation, 
of logical deduction ; and heretofore almost all discoveries or newly acknowl- 
edged truths have had to be asserted and maintained in opposition to the church 
authorities. 

“The Pope also rejects freedom of religion (Syllabus, 15-18), which wo honor 
as one of the most sacred prerogatives of man, and which is universally recog- 
nized by all governments. For it mankind has battled for ages; for it it has 
bled and suffered. Persecutions on account of religion, and the Inquisition it- 
self, had to succumb to it. 

“Pius IX., in his encyclia. of December 8, 1866, in imitation of his prede- 
cessor, Gregory XVI., stigmatizes freedom of conscience as madness. W e con- 
sider it the indispensable surety — the true relation of the human soul to God, 
and the necessary foundation of morality in antithesis to falsehood and hypoc- 
risy. 

“ He also condemns the free practice of worship, and demands the exclusive 
observation of the Soman Catholic rites in all countries (Syllabus, 77-79). We, 
however, deem freedom of worship one of the holiest rights of emancipated 
humanity. 

“We are not surprised that the Pope, on principle, condemns, in many letters, 
and again in the mentioned encyclia, freedom of speech and of the press as a terri- 
ble plague ; whilst we think that the great problem given by God to man, to 
develop the intellect in its most varied phases, could not be fully solved with- 
out these indispensable privileges. 

“If Pius IX. finally declines every conciliation of Papacy with progress, liberal- 
ism, and modern civilization (Syllabus, 80), we discover in this declaration an 
acknowledgment that the Papal Church is incapable and unfit to understand 
and conduct progress. 

“ Our Society is certainly interested in examining these important questions, 
as they are of the highest importance among the moral problems of humanity. 

“There meet in our d=P humane and educated men, in various stations in 
life, who have a deep interest in these questions, and who, in accordance with 
our regulations, which secure a dignified and peaceable consultation and protect 
confidence, would discuss and explain them with noble freedom and earnestness. 
Besides this, our Institution, in this respect not unlike the Catholic hierarchy, 
extends over the face of the earth. More liberal than the latter, uniting, as it 
does, not only educated men of different nations and States, but also of divers 
religions and churches, it is particularly entitled to oppose to a universal attack 
on the dearest rights of humanity, a universal defense. 

“We invite you, therefore, beloved brethren, to turn your earnest attention 
to a participation in this intellectual and moral world-combat ; to particularly 
interest yourselves in its conduct, and, in accordance with our Masonic Consti- 
tution and customs, to practice the moral duties with increased zeal, not only 
in the d=p and Masonic gatherings, but also in society at large. These serious 
dangers of the times demand this from the defenders of the sacred rights of 
humanity. 

“ In this expectation we extend to you the right hand of fellowship, and 
most sincerely salute you, according to Masonic custom.” 

MOTHER GRAND LODGE OF THE ECLECTIC UNION, FEANK- 
FORT-ON-THE-MAIN. 

The Protocols received from this Grand CD are Nos. 46 to 52 inclusive, 
covering the period from December 4, 1868, to December 28, 1869. 

The Grand CD celebrated St. John’s Day by a festival l I . 

The ten [Ep affiliated with the Grand CD display great activity, and seem to 
he in a prosperous condition. 
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We cannot dose our review of the proceedings of our sister Grand dl with- 
out alluding to the report contained in her Protocol No. 50, of December 3, 
1869, made by the representative of the Grand Orient of Franco near that of 
the Eclectic Union. It speaks of the difficulties existing between the Grand 
Orient of France and the Grand d) of New York. The quotations mndeseem 
to be from the Bulletin of the Grand Orient of France. The representative 
says : 

“ In reference to the relations between France and New York, the following 
is stated : 

“In consequence of the establishment of friendly relations between the Grand 
Orient of France and the Supreme Council in the Orient of New Orleans, — 
the last the Grand dl of New York declares to be irregular,— the Grand dl 
of New York has discontinued all intercourse with the Grand Orient of 
France.” 

The following explanation is made in addition: 

“ A fow years ago a Frenchman, in New Orleans, by the name of Chassoig- 
nac, was elevated to the position of President of the Supreme Council of Loui- 
siana. He collected around himself, without distinction, men of all nationali- 
ties and races, selecting them only for their moral and intellectual qualifica- 
tions. For this reason Bro. Chassaignac broke with the majority of the Amer- 
ican Masonic authorities. On behalf of the Supremo Council over which lie 
presiiled, he exerted himself to form an alliance with the Grand Orient of 
France, which, after mature deliberation, was finally effected. But inasmuch 
as the Grand HU of the State of New York protests against the admission of 
negroes, and for this reason has excommunicated tho Supreme Council of Lou- 
isiana, she considers herself justified in discontinuing all relations with the 
Grand Orient of France.” 

It would be difficult to condense a like number of untruths in one sentence. 
The Grand dl of New York never has protested against the admission of ne- 
groes, never has excommunicated and never recognized the Supreme Council 
of Louisiana; neither is the negro question the cause of the discontinuance of 
her relations with the Grand Orient of France. 

The position the Grand [Ep of the United States occupy in regard to the col- 
ored race seems still to be misunderstood, in Bpite of all the explanations that 
have been heretofore made. The Law which governs all our Grand [Up is, that 
every subordinate dl has the right to decide for itself who shall be admitted to its 
privileges. It is left to them to decide who shall be initiated and wdio rejected. 
It is not because the Chassaignac Council affiliates negroes that recognition him 
been denied it, but because it is a spurious Masonic body. According to the 
right of jurisdiction, recognized by all the Grand d=P of the United States, 
only one Grand d) naa jurisdiction over the three Symbolic degrees within the 
geographical boundaries of any one State. An infraction of this rule is at once 
followed by a discontinuance of Masonic intercourse with the offending body. 
The Chassaignac Council, by assuming jurisdiction over the three St. John de- 
grees within the boundaries of another Grand d], comes under that category. 
It is not, therefore, the question of admitting negroes, but a question of jurisdic- 
tion and the recognition of a spurious Masonic body. 

Highly us wo value our Masonic relations with the Grand |Ep of Europe, 
wo would without hesitation sever our connection with all of them, sooner than 
submit to an infringement of what we consider our vested rights and privileges, 
and on this question the Grand [Ep of the United States stand as a unit. 


GRAND LODGE ZUR EINTRACHT. 

Protocols Nos. 60, 61, and 62, respectively dated March 29, November 22, 
1868, and April 28, 1869, are before us. 

At the communication of March 29th, Bro. Pfaltz was elected Grand Master 
in place of Bro. Leykam, deceased. 

The four [§1 of this Grand d! located at DarmBtadt, Mayence, Frankfort, 
and Friedberg, heretofore had the right to appoint all the officers of the Grand 
I — I . At the session of the Graud dl, held April 28th, these [j=p voluntarily 
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surrendered this privilege, excepting, however, therefrom, the office of Grand 
Master and Deputy Grand Master. 

A comprehensive statistical list for the year 1808 accompanies the Protocols, 
from which we learn that there are nine (§1 affiliated with the Grand i — i . 
The number of members of these [§3 is 818, besides 17 serving brethren and 
87. honorary members ; an increase of 35 over the previous year. The number 
initiated in the nine [Sp during the year past was 47 ; passed 45, and raised 21. 
Five affiliated, 10 died, and 21 dimitted. The largest number of members in 
one is 154 ; the smallest, 25. The Protocols are mostly filled with local 
matter, and oontnin nothing of general interest. 


GRAND LODGE OF HAMBURG. 

Grand Master Dr. Buck reported at the session of this Grand l l . August 
22, 18C8, that, with the transmission of the last Protocols, he had reminded 
the Grand d) of Brazil, do Lamvdio, that for some time past no communica- 
tion has been received from the Grand I I itself, or from the representative of 
the Grand □ of Hamburg, and if no reply was made to his letter, it would 
be assumed that the Grand i i of Brazil desired to discontinue the existing 
relations between the two Grand Orients, and that the transmission of the Pro- 
tocols of the Grand I of Hamburg would cease for the future. Ife had 
also availed himself of the opportunity to impress upon that Grand Body l lie 
necessity of settling in a brotherly manner, the difficulties that had existed for 
some time past between the two Grand [Ep of Brazil, do Lavrador and doe Jlen- 
edietinos, by either union, or mutual recognition. The Grand □ of Hamburg 
could not do otherwise than recognize the Grand □ dos BcnedicLinm also, ns 
she had already been recognized by most of the Grand rEp . 

He had in like manner addressed Bro. Frapoli, in Florence, and urged up- 
on him the necessity of healing the dissensions which, to the regret of all, ex- 
isted between the Grand Orionts of Italy. As an example, ho had drawn 
his attention to the brotherly relations existing between the three Grand rEp 
of Berlin, and of many other (§) of even varying systems, ns was the case in 
Hamburg and in many other cases. 

At the session of the Grand I ) . February 22, 1809, Dr. Buek again report- 
ed that he had received from the Grand Secretary of the Grand CZI do Lawtir 
dio, Bro. Ruy Germack Posallo, a brotherly letter, dated September 22, 1868, 
in which he states that the Grand i i do Lavradio gratefully acknowledge the 
well-intended advice of the Grand I I of Hamburg, in reference to a restora- 
tion of peace in Rio Janeiro, and that they would be pleased to act in accord- 
ance therewith, were it not that the Grand □ considered it proper that the 
first step for a reconciliation should be taken by the brethren, who, by their se- 
cession, had commenced the dissensions, and who still persevered in their hos- 
tility. A peaceful existence of two Grand (453 hi the Empire, which the 
Grand CB of Hamburg declared to be practicable, is incompatible with the 
laws of the Grand I l. The letter farther stated, that the Grand □ do Lav- 
radio hud been recognized by the Supreme Council at Boston, and that the 
Grand Orient of France had discontinued its relations with the Masonic au- 
thorities at Rio. de Janeiro, because they declined to comply with its demands 
to lining tlieir influence to bear to abolish slavery in the Brazils. 

The zeal displayed by the Grand Master of llamburg to conciliate existing 
difficulties in the Masonic family, is praiseworthy in the highest degree. Still 
more praiseworthy would it lie were lie to act in accordance with his preaching, 
and do justice to the Grand rEp whose rights he lias violated, atld in whieli he 
he perseveres with unparalleled obstinacy. Fortunate it is for Masonry that 
stands alone in this immasonic practice. If, however, we impure into the 
true motive that impelis him to play the peacemaker between the two Grand 
[Ep of Brazil, we readily discover that he is actuated by anything but a spirit 
of brotherly love ; for it must be still fresh in the remembrance of all that lie, 
so to say, forced the Grand i i do Lavradio to recognize the colony that he lias 
planted in her legitimate territory. The l i which he has chartered in Brazil 
owes allegiance to Hamburg, although it pays a money tribute to the Grand 
□ do Lavradio. In this manner the crafty head of the Hamburg Gnu id □ 
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lias endeavored to make palatable the bitter pill wliloli he has administered to 
do Lavradio. The unfortunate dissension existing among the Brotherhood of 
Brazil, and the anxiety of do Lavradio to be recognized as the legitimate body 
by other Grand Orients, no doubt was the allurement that led her to accept 
the glittering bauble so temptingly held up to her longing eyes by the M.\ W.\ 
Doctor of Hamburg. Neither is the other example, quoted by Dr. Buek with 
so much unction, more apposite. Three Grand rj=P , it is true, do prosper in 
Prussia, side by side, and exist hi harmony. But it must be remembered that 
they sprung into existence when Masonry was in its infancy in that country. The 
Grand Master of Hamburg may discover, if he will turn to the history of Ma- 
sonry in Prussia, that the proceedings of these three Grand [Ep in their early 
days, were not altogether harmonious. Dissensions aroso between them, which 
were only healed after the King of Prussia, himself a Mason, had recognized 
them all, and had proclaimed himself their protector. Supposing a nnib her of 
Prussian fEp were to sever their connection with the existing Grand |Ep of 
that country and attempt to form a new Grand CD, does the Grand Master of 
Hamburg believe that such a body would be recognized by the existing three 
Grand (§1? We need only to point to the fate that befell the Grand CD of 
Hanover when that kingdom was annexed to Prussia. That Grand I I . which 
bad existed for nearly forty years, and was recognized as such by the Grand 
d=p of the world, was forced to abandon its organization, and its daughter 
K l were compelled to affilinte with the Grand p=p of Prussia or cease to exist. 
As we have remarked, to endeavor to heal existing dissensions in the Masonic 
family, is praiseworthy, and should be the ambition of every brother ; but we 
question whether Dr. Buek, himself the eause of so much difficulty in the Ma- 
sonic world, should bo accepted as the proper medium to effect it. 

The M.\ W.\ Doctor of Hamburg must possess an unparalleled amount of 
cool assurance when he says to the Grand CD do Lavradio, that he will request 
the Grand p=p hi correspondence with the Grand CD of Hamburg, to follow 
his example and acknowledge both the Grand [Ep now existing at Bio de Ja- 
neiro. Wo wonder how many of them will comply with his behest, if he 
should attempt to carry out his threat. 


GEAND LODGE ALPINA, SWITZERLAND. 

The seventeenth session of the Grand CD took place at Arau on the 1st of 
August, 1869. 

The meeting was called for the purpose of considering the protest entered by 
two of the (laughter rEp against the legality of the election of several 
Grand CD officers. The protest was made on the ground that the election 
was in contravention to Article X. of the constitution ; the elected officers, viz.: 
the Doputy Grand Master, Grand Treasurer, Grand Master of Ceremonies, and 
Grand Recorder, not being members of the Grand CD at the time of their 
election. 


VEREIN DEUTSCHER FREIMAURER. 

At the meeting of the Vercin in 1868, it was resolved to hold its session for 
the year 1869, at Leipsic. A short time previous to the meeting, application 
was made by the leading officers of the Verein to the two [Ep at Leipaic, Min- 
orca m den drei Palmen, and Jialduin zur Linde, for the use of their CD build- 
ings. The [Ep declined to accede to the wishes of the Verein. The result was 
a lively controversy between the officers of the Verein and the two [Ep, in the 
Masonic journals of Germany. Lances were broken on both sides, not only by 
the parties concerned, hut also by outside rEp and brethren, and at times the 
battle raged fiercely. 

The CD at den chernen Sanlen, at Dresden, having offered her rooms to the 
Verein, it held its session in that city on the 4th and 5th of September, 1869. 

The number of members at the close of the session had increased to 611. 
The session of the Verein in 1870 will be held at Darmstadt, and it is proposed 
to invite Masons from Orients outside of Germany, to participate therein. 
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GRAND LODGE OF THE NETHERLANDS. 

The nnniinl session tlii« Grand CD was held at the Hague on the 23d 
May, 1800, and was attended by twelve Grand Officers and ninety-four Depu- 
ties, representing thirty-nine [Ep. 

The Grand [SI of Peru, Columbia, and Tennessee applied for the appoint- 
ment of mutual representatives. 

It is stated that a native of China has been initiated in a daughter CD of the 
Grand CD at Batavia. The daughter S I of the Grand CD in the East Indies 
are increasing. 

The differences between the Grand CD and that of England, on account of 
the ri^bt of jurisdiction at the Cape of Good Hope, have been settled, and 
both English and Dutch d=P now work in harmony. An application for a new 
I I at the Capo has been received, which will Increase the number of her 
daughter rEp in that locality to seventeen. A Provincial Grand CD has been 
instituted by the Grand CD at the Cape. ' 

On the 1st of April, 1809, there were thirty-eight daughter [El working in 
the Netherlands, with a membership of 1,981. During the decade 1859 — 1869, 
the membership in these [§1 has increased 412. Of the seventy-three [j=p in 
affiliation with the Grand CD in Holland and its colonies, fifty-eight are active 
and fifteen are dormant. 

The receipts of the Grand CD for the year ending March 31, 1869, were 
7,262 guilders ; and the expenditures for the same period, 6,532 guilders. 

The Grand Master, Prince Frederick of the Netherlands, appointed llro. 1. 
1. T. Noordzick, Deputy Grand Master, and Bro Mensing, Grand Secretary. 

The Louisa Institute, a diarity institution for the education of orphans of 
poor deceased Masons, was opened in May, 1869. It was originated by the 
Grand Master, Iff i nee Frederick, who donated a building for the purpose, at 
the Hague, and a Bro. Gasselin left a considerable legacy to aid in its support. 

The Grand CD has entered into friendly relations with the Grand CD Lusi- 
tania at Lisbon. 

GRAND ORIENT OF LUSITANIA, PORTUGAL. 

The BolcLino official de Grande Orienie Lusitano for July, 1869, contains a re- 
port of the negotiations of the Grand Orient with the Grand CD of Portugal, 
in relation to the union of the two bodies. 

The August (1869) number of the Boletino states, that the Commission to de- 
fine the relations of the two Grand Bodies above alluded to, had brought the 
matter to a satisfactory termination. 

The Grand Orient lias instituted the order de Triangulo rutilante (The Bril- 
liant Triangle), in commemoration of Bro. Gomez Freire D’ Andrade, who, 
many years ago, died on the gallows a martyr to Freemasonry. Masons of 
merit are to be invested with it. 

It appears from a paper, Le Grand Orient Imitanien, written by Bro. Dr. Da 
Cunlia-Bellcm, that the above mentioned Bro. D’Andrade, Lieutenant-General 
and Master of the CD Virtude, at Lisbon, was elected Grand Muster in 1816, 
and, with eleven other brethren, was executed on the ISth October, 1817. It 
is then stated that, for some time thereafter, Freemasonry, which, however, at 
that time was a political association only, censed to exist. In 1849 several old 
Masons met again, and formed the Grand Orient of Portugal, with Bro. D’Oli- 
vcira as Grand Master. He was succeeded by Bro. Alvez de Mouro Continho, 
who, by his imperious conduct, alienated many brethren from the good cause. 
On the 31st January, 1859, the former Grand CD of Lusitania was revived, 
with Bro. De Paraty at its heath Thus sprung into existence two Grand [£=p, 
which declined to recognize each other. It is to be hoped, however, that the 
split is now healed. 

The Grand Orient of Lusitania has been acknowledged since 1863 by the 
following Grand rEk France, Ireland, Italy, Argentine Republic, Uruguay, 
Saxony, Luxemburg, New Granada, Hamburg, Brazil (dos Benedictinos), the 
Netherlands, Darmstadt, Belgium, Chili, Royal York, Three Globes, etc. The 
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Grand Orient lias now in all eighteen [Ejp under her jurisdiction, at Lisbon, 
Oporto, Coimbra, the Azores, and four in Spain. The Grand Orient consists, 
besides the Grand Officers, of the Masters and the deputies of her (gi (one dep- 
uty for every twenty members). By the laws of the Grand Orient, the Grand 
Muster must he u Portuguese by birth, who is elected for the term of three 
years. All the officers, grand ns well os subordinate, are elective. Tho Grand 
Orient meets semi-monthly. Besides the three St. John degrees, four higher 
degrees, composing a chapter, are recognized and practiced. 

Masonry in Portugal has survived innumerable persecutions at the ImndB of 
its kings, its priests, nnd the Inquisition. Many of its votaries have l>een sub- 
jected to torture, banishment, and even death. 

Some evidence exists that Masonry was introduced into Portugal somewhere 
about the year 1727. It underwent many changes and persecutions. In 1831 
wo find three Grand Masters in Portugal,— Da Silva Carvalho, tho Marquis of 
Snldanho, nnd Man. Da Silva Bassos. Carvalho left the country in 1838 ; Sal- 
danlio was deposed from office in 1837, and Vialla Nova do Foz-Coa elected in 
his place in 1839. The second Grand □ elected Da Costa Cabral ns Grand 
Master in 1841, and the third Grand □, in the same year, chose Man. Gonsalves 
de Miranda as the successor of Carvalho. The French or modern Bite was 
practiced by these bodies. 

In 1837, the Grand [S3 of Ireland chartered a cp at Lisbon, from which 
sprung several [S3, andwhioh finally formed a Provincial Grand CS- In 1840 
the above named Jose de Silva Carvalho established a CZ] at Lisbon, and like- 
wise a Consistory. In 1841, however, tho Grand Orient of Brazil granted a pat- 
ent for an independent Grand Orient, which in 1845 had seventeen SI under 
its jurisdiction. There existed at that time in Portugal the following four 
Grand Bodies: 

1. The last named Grand CZ3 of Lusitania; 2. The Provincial Grand I — i t 
depending on the Grand CZ1 of Ireland; 3. The Grand Orient of Passas-Mau- 
u el ; 4. The Grand Orient of CoHtn Cabral, the two last entirely independent. 
The French, Scotch, mid York Bites were practiced by them respectively. 

In 1848, the Grand Orient of Lusitania applied to the Grand Orient of 
France for tho establishment of mutual representation, which seems to have 
been declined. The Grand Orient of Lusitania, of which Do Parady is Grand 
Master, is now recognized by a number of Grand rEP . as before stated. 

GBAND OBIENT OF ITALY. 

The following circular letter was issued to the [§3 of the Grand Orient of 
Italy, by acting Grand Master Frapoli : 

11 The highest law of nature is motion. It is nature itself ; it is God. The 
cessation of motion would bo death ; the absence of motion is nothingness. 
Matter is self-moving ; its forms are subject to constant changes, and bodies have 
no duration if not continually changing and transforming, and adapting them- 
selves to surroundings. 

“ Beligions and political forms, dogmas, and constitutions are wedged into 
strong covers, and their dayB are numbered. The principle of Freemasonry is 
the essence of universal progress. Its rites are preserved and adapt them- 
selves to tho requirements of the times. Thus the art of Musonry lias lived 
for centuries, and now gathers fresh strength in tho midst of universal sleep— 
it is immortal. 

“ But Masonry has its troubles as well as diseases. A mortal disease was 
the a dm ission of the spirit of darkness, by means of which courts and Jesuits 
sought to control it in the seventeenth century, by weighing it down with rub- 
bish intermixed with holy traditions, innumerable priestly forms, church or 
ridiculous princely degrees and titles, almost sufficient to deter from it all think- 
ing men. 

“ This ballast, which has brought Masonry into bad odor, is not so easily 
thrown overboard. It affords convenient means for the delusion of the igno- 
rant, and most serviceable to the destroyers of all that is good. 

“ But reform already knocks at every door. The most civilized nations, the 
England of to-dny j the United America, With its thousands of merely Sym- 
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ijolic [Ep, with i(s short, terse, and democratic rites, are models of simplicity in 
word aud letter. The multiplicity of degrees, of rites, of pompous phrases: 
too extravagance of murlcs ot distinction, designed only to smother in the germ 
every desire for successful labor, have found an insuperable barrier also in the 
(reman positiveness, and are now almost exclusively banished to the far-off 
colonies. 

"To the honor of the Grand Orient of Italy be it said, that in the general 
statutes udopted by the different legislative assemblies it has endeavored to free 
the human mind from all constraint, and make Freemasonry indeiieudent from 
sectarianism. It has attempted to replace absurd and antiquated nsages liv 
those that conform more to the requirements of science and the age. It has 
endeavored to remove the superfluities with which the elegant, chastity of the 
primitive Masonic edifice was so terribly overloaded; and the General Statutes 
ot the Grand Orient of Italy, clear in ideas and purposes, but timid from too 
much regard for unjustified forms, are acknowledged ns the expression of a new 
era by the better portion of the Freemasons of Europe and America. 

“In the meantime our transalpine brethren have attempted to go further. In 
Iinnor of the free spirit, it was moved at the last Grand Masonic Assembly at 
I nr is, to suppress the formula, 4 To the honor of the G. A. O. T. IV It wa8 
retained, however, thanks to a very small majority. In the summer of 18«7 a 
tin in cious body of Masons assembled at Worms, in Germany, aud laid the 
foundation for a liberal and democratic Masonic. Uniou, which, with a singleness 
in its direction and action, aims to extend itself over the two hemispheres. 

“ But if a general Masonic Union as proposed, simple and consistent in form 
with a singleness of purpose for its labors, may be looked upon, in its aim and 
tendency, as^ a desirable precursor of the future union of all nations, yet to us 
it seemK difficult of attainment; for we must take into consideration the great 
difference of civilization between nations, and the still greater difficulties of 
communication. Not in the same sense, however, do we judge the restless re- 
form movements ol the great and ancient Masonic powers of Germanv. Hero 
we behold the ideas of the age invade the sanctuary of Masonic conservatism 
Ihe more certain to bear limit there, as they have been ripened by a rest and' 
experience of many years. Memorable, in this sense, was the assembly of tlio 
German Grand Masters, who held their session on the 81st of May, 1808 in the 
hulls of the Grand National Mother □ of Prussia, the Three Globes. 

“Oil that day assembled at Berlin the Grand Musters and Deputy Grand 
Masters of the Grand [E3 of Hamburg, Frankfort-on-tho-Mairi, Darmstadt, 

1 iiree Globes, Royal \ork, and the National Grand l I of Germany* and 
over this assembly presided M.\ W.\ Bro. Warnatz, the Grand Master of the 
Grand O of feaxonv. The resolutions then adopted were promulgated bv M.\ 
Warnatzon the 20th of September, of the «ame year, at the session 
ot the Grand [ZD of Saxony, and in the presence of the representatives of For- 
eign Grand Orients. 

“This conference is no less disquieting to those that are wedded to the past 
as to those who, tired of abuses, desire to demolish the edilice. Another con- 
lerence will be held during the next snmmor. We wish to the Gorman Free- 
masons courage and wisdom. In the meantime we will address ourselves to 
you, brethren, who preside over the Masonic [Ep of Italy. 

“ The Masonic family of Italy watches attentively and respectfully the steps 
taken by her older sister ; yet she does renounce the initiative, the precious 
treasure of her youth. The next general assembly will open a field for the 
same. 

,‘‘In order that the Grand Master and the various committees may be pre- 
pared to submit to that assembly matured reform propositions, and that no time 
may be lost, it is necessary that the rgl should transmit their notes to the 
Grand Chancery at the earliest possible moment. 

“ T h ? Gl : :i I u , 1 , Maste . r submits the following points for consideration : 
charity* lm ° la ° 6 n * aJnlenance of 1110 Masonio principles of toleration and 

“ ]■ Maintenance of the full freedom to practice any rite, 
the ^ r0m discuasil, g religions, personal, 'and political questions m 
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“4 Participation in the progress of the mind and in the national life. 

« 5 Introduction of changes necessary in the published General Statutes ot 
the Masonic Union, to the effect that the non-essential forms may be simplified, 
and the union become better cemented and more dignified. If we desire to be 
strong, we must be a unit; and to form a firm Union, we must have able lead- 
In 'whom we must repose confidence. The members of the Order must be 
men of education and integrity. If we waste our time in the practice of com- 
plicated and superfluous riles, we will have no time for our education. It the 
Union is not kept free from dishonest elements, it becomes exposed to contempt. 
The present system of Masonic jurisprudence is impracticable, not sufficiently 
solemn, and it is a source of danger nnd mischief. The [Up should have pow- 
, r td exnel irrevocably every troublesome brother; and the U rami Orient, to 
strike off at once every brother who dishonors it. 

“ 6. Reform of our complicated and impracticable financial system. 

“7. A svstem bv which schools and agricultural colleges may be established 
for tile people, asylums for the old, the sick, and for liberated convicts. 1 he 
helpless and modest poor should be assisted. 

“8. A system to interest the laborer and farmer in Freemasonry, and a prac- 
tical method to improve the education of females, and gain them for our labors. 

“ 0. Moans to combat every opposition to enlightenment. 

“ The Grand Orient expects to receive answers to these questions by the oUth 
of April of the current year, and hopes that the (j=p will fulfill their duties in 
this respect. At any rate, it will have fulfilled its own duty. 

“ Receive, dear brethren, my most sincere Masonic salutation. 

“ The Acting Grand Master, 

“ L. Fkapoli.” 

The Grand Orient held its annual session at Floronce, June 15-19, 1869; 
115 pi— jl were represented. Grand Master Frnpoli presided. 

It defines its position in the following: . 

1. The Grand Orient of Freemasonry in Italy and its Masomc eolonies, con- 
siders itself the sole representative, arid the only authority directing Free- 
masonry in I tidy generally and elsewhere, whore the widow’s sous, with the 
sacred name in their hearts, assemble to labor in common. 

2. Until Rome is restored to the Italian nation, its rightful owners, it has its 

seat at the temporary capital, Florence. , , 

3. It accepts the war which the intolerence of civil-clerical tyranny has de- 

clared against the progress of the human race ; hut, as a corporation, abstains 
from intermeddling with political affairs. . . . c ,. 

4. It freedom of riliuil, and makes no distinction on account ot reli- 

gion or race. 

5. It acknowledges no Freemasonry among women. 

G. It acknowledges ns Freemasons those only who belong to one ot its own 
rEl or to one recognized by a Masonic authority allied witli itself. 

'“Grand Master Frnpoli, in his address at the openmg, remarked that during 
the new development of Italy, Masonry had spread widely and rapidly, but 
under too much excitement and with insufficient regulations. In order to reg- 
ulate the movement, twenty-two H|p assembled at Turin, m December, 1801, 
and formed the Grand Orient of Ifily ; at the meetingat Naples, in 1807 it 
assumed solid shape. It numbers now 150 daughter [Up, of winch at least 130 
are in full vigor. The number of Masonic authorities in friendship or alliance 
with it, is nearly forty.” 

The following resolutions were adopted : 

« Every I — I retains full freedom of ritual : the external relations are regulat- 
ed according to the adopted general Statutes of the Order. 

“ The Statutes published by the Grand Orient in 1807, are adopted, with 
such amendments as the present meeting may decide upon. A committee of 
tliree is appointed to receive any suggestions from [Ep or single brethren. I he 
Committee is to make its report to the Grand Orient at tho next year s session. 
If then adopted, no amendment can be made for five years. 

“ Italian Masonry recognizes only the members of a brother’s family as sis- 
ters. but permits no participation of women in the labors of the lodge. 

"The assembly retains the formula O. G. D. G. A. D. U. ( oUa gloria dd 
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r/nmde architect universe, ) and rejects A. N. D. P. U. P. I. (o name della Patna 
unwersale. Progrespo infimlo). It permit# the following questions to the cnndi- 
clate : What religion do yon profess ? ’ The questions to precede the so-called 
, eR ! i ! J n , len J 1 r f I re t0 "6 ' What we the duties of man toward the common father- 
land ! W hat are Ins duties toward himself, and to his neighbor V ” 

It was unanimously resolved, that all diplomas and certificates should be 
uniform and bo issued by the central authority ; old ones are to be examined 
by a Committee and exchanged for new ones. In future, every valid certifi- 
cate must have the original indorsement of the Grand Orient, and must be in- 
dorsed annually thereafter. The names of all ox polled members, as well as 
rejected candidates, must be reported to the Grand Orient, and before initiation 
every □ has to obtain from the Grand Orient the nihil obstat. 

1 lie annual dues to the Grand Orient for each member of a □ in Italy is 
three francs, and six trancs for members of [Ej] in the colonies. 

A lengthy and spirited discussion took place on Masonic jurisprudence. Ex- 
pulsion must be preceded by personal or written defense. The principle is 
adopted, that the expulsion or striking from the roll, of a brother, pronounced 
by the CD to which he belongs, is lawful, without appeal within the jurisdic- 
tion of the CD ; hut it is for the Grand Orient to decide whether the conse- 
quences of the judgment are to extend to the whole Order. The punishment 
pronounced by the CD must he founded upon the general Statutes. 

1 he regulations prohibiting E) from resorting to the public press, without 
special authority from the Grand Orient, and all means adopted to remove un- 
worthy brethren and exclude irregular Masons, are approved. 

fecial El for farmers, laborers, or the army, are to be chartered. 

Bro. brapolt was elected Grand Master. 

] bo 150 1 1— f l affiliated with the Grand Orient of Italy, are distributed in the 
following countries : 

In Greece (Isle of Samos), 1 ; in Turkey, 9 (4 in Smyrna, and 3 Constanti- 
nople) ; in Magnesia, 1, and in Salonica, 1 ; in Egypt, 6, (3 hi Alexandria, 2 in 
Cairo, and 1 in Suez) ; Tunis,?.; Tripoli, 1; Lima, 1; Buenos Ayres, 1; Mon- 
te video, .1; Salto (Argentine), 1 ; Florida (Chili), 1 ; and in Italy, 127. 

it will be observed that the Grand Orient acknowledges those only as Free- 
masons who are members of one of her own [SI, or belong to a CH of Mason- 
ic. authorities in alliance with it. 

Article IX. of tho Constitution of the Grand Orient, provides as follows : 

' I he Grand Orient of Italy has its seat at tho capital of the kingdom ; it 
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may charter lodges in all parts of the world.”' 
The Grand Orient, t’ 


therefore, does not only not subscribe to the right of juris- 
diction, but also recognizes those as Masons only that are members of El af- 
filiated with Grand [El in alliance with it. This is certainly a claim that even 
the Grand Master of Hamburg has never set up for himself. 

On the 13th of October, Grand Master Frapoli Issued the following circular, 
letter in relation to the meeting of those opposed to the Council now in session 
at itome, and who wero to assemble at Naples : 


“To the Master of Ep in Italy: 

Dear Brethren : The call issued by the Pope of Rome for meeting in 
Council of the Prelates of the Roman Catholic Church, has been brought to 
the knowledge of the public by the press. 

“ We would have deemed it more dignified, if tho latitudinarians had taken 
a position of indifference in regard to these antiquated spectacles. Such a po- 
sition would contribute to strengthen the good sense of the indifferently dis- 
posed people, which seems to say, ‘ Let them cook their own broth.’ 

. bhit from the moment that one of our well-meaning citizens took the initi- 
ative for a meeting in another Italian city in opposition to Rome, we think 
that, those of our brethren, who feel called upon to participate therein, will favor 
the good cause by preventing the meeting from receiving the Beal of mystifi- 
cation. With these fears we became impressed, when we read the following 
sentences in the printed circular of the instigators to the so-called anti-Coun- 
cil of Naples: 

“ ‘ We will avoid all theological discussions, confining ourselves to laying 
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before the rational and enlightened men of all countries and religions the fol- 
lowing proposition : 

“ 1 To abstain from all that is bad ; to do good ; to love each other in the 
common interest. 

“ ‘ Naples, September 22, 1869.' 

“ Masonary, as a corporation, exalted above all religious feuds, would entire- 
ly mistake its own mission and become partisan, were it to occupy itself with 
what the head of a sect, whichever that may be, enacts for its adherents. 

“Aside of this, Masonry is a cosmopolitan association, and in a question, 
which from its nature is international, in our opinion it can not and must not 
act iu isolated groups. If a general convention of the delegates of the Masons 
of the world should be deemed necessary or useful, that convention should 
meet in its own house ; and the Masonic edifice is large enough to receive all 
ideas of progress, and permit their development.. 

“ By another circnlnr we will, at an early day, invite the Freemasons of Italy 
to earnest and positive labors. In the meantime, R.". IV.'. Brethren, you will 
communicate this to vonr HEp, and point out to them the correct position of 
entire abstinence to which they ore bound ; the preservation of their strength 
for the benefit of the Order, and the support of their (Ep in the face of the 
papal Council, by a dignified abstinence, which culminates in the motto : ‘IVoe 
bo to him who touches us.’ 

“ Awaiting yonr answer, I beg yon, dear brethren, to receive the Masonic 
salutation of Yours faithfully, L. FitAPoi.r, Grand Master. 

“ Florence, October 17, 1869.” 

Again have we made our annual visits, to the different households of the 
Masonic family and witnessed their lahoi-B and progress. In our own country 
the Masonic ranks present ono grand and solid phalanx, prospering and in- 
creasing beyond all precedent. The number of Grand |tp in the United 
States is forty-two; total number of [<Ep under their jurisdiction, 6,971, with a 
membership of 373,962, according to the statistical reports for 1868, with the 
exception of nine ; one of these is for 1866, and seven for 1867. and our own 
Grand CD for 1869. The membership of two of these wc have estimated, as 
they are not reported. If wo add to this the Entered Apprentices and Fellow 
Crafts, who. in this country, are not members of d=P . we increase the total by 
about 37,000. With the uon-affiliated Masons the grand total would undoubt- 
edly each 600,000. Our neighbor, the Grand (ZD of Canada, in 1867 had 184 
rEp with 7,000 members, and New Brunswick, in 1867, 17 [§J, with about 1,000 
members, under their jurisdiction. 

In Europe, also, the prospect for the future of our Royal Art, is encouraging. 
Ill Germany the annual conference of the Grand Masters seem to infuse n 
spirit of unity among the bodies participating therein. 

The Grand' CD sue Sonne, at Baireuth, proposes a union of the Grand fEjp 
of South Germany. Two of the Grand Bodies of Italy, the Grand [§1 of Milan 
and Florence, heretofore inimical to each other, have united, and now form the 
Grand Orient of Italy, with its seat at Florence. There exist, however, two 
otiier Grand r£p in Italy, the Surpeme Council at Palermo, wiLh about twelve 
flip , and the Supreme Council of Sicily, of which Prince Elia is Grand Master, 
composed, it is said, of liis aristocratic followers only. Its numbers are insig- 
nificant, and they are not recognized by the Grand Orient. 

In Spain tho change in the political condition of that country is followed hy 
successful efforts to re-kuidlc the fires on the altars of Masonry that had been 
extinguished by a bigoted priesthood. Four new [Ep have been chartered in 
that country by the Grand Orient of Lusitania, at Lisbon, and others are re- 
ported to lie in process of formation. There may yet be many sore trials for 
Masonry in that country ; but as the nations of continental Europe gradually 
assert their political rights, we may predict a brighter future for tneFraternity 
id' those countries from which autocratic rule has heretofore excluded the 
practice of our Royal Art. Such has been the case in Italy and in Portugal, 
and it is now asserting its rights in Spain. 

In Hungary, where Masonry had been dormant for almost eighty years, 
through the prohibition of the Austrian government, it is rapidly throwing off 
its lethargy. The three [Ep already established at Pesth, Temesvar, and 
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Oedenburg, are said to number fifty members each. The establishment of new 
d=P at Presburg and Baja is under contemplation, and we hope to be able to 
announce the formation of a Grand □ in Hungary at no distant day. 

During the past year the Roman Catholic clergy have been particularly ac- 
tive in their crusade against Masonry. In France this hatred against the 
Fraternity has become greatly intensified, and increases day by day. One or 
two [Ep have even been compelled to suspend their labors. The quiet deport- 
ment of the Fraternity, however, in the face of these clerical persecutions, has 
hud the effect to increase materially the number of its adherents. 

The session of the Ecumenical Council at Rome has attracted the attention of 
the Masons of Italy, France and Germany. In some parts of Europe our 
brethren have deemed it necessary to counteract this movement on the part of 
the Roman hierarchy, by proposing conventions and issuing Masonic “declara- 
tions of faith” and “ manifestoes.” The one issued by the Grand cu *W Sonne 
we give in another part of our report. 

Although we doubt the policy of these proceedings, yet they may be necessa- 
ry hi particular localities. We cannot by argument enlighten the ignorance of 
the lower classes. The liberal and enlightened men of all nations — and from 
these the Masonic ranks are replenished — will pass the pretensions of the Ro- 
man Catholic clergy with the quiet contempt they deserve. The Fraternity, 
by pursuing the even tenor of its way, has not only survived these onslaughts, 
but has steadily progressed and increased. Papal bulls and excommunications, 
church and government persecutions and prohibitions, have left it unscathed. 
From all of them it has arisen purified and strengthened. With indifference 
it should treat the S 'yllabus errm'im and the Encyclical of the Roman Pontiff; 
and it will even survive the declaration of “ infallibility ” which the Pope de- 
sires to appropriate to himself; an attribute of Deity, and not of mortal man. 

In our own free country, also, Masonry is not free from the persecution of 
religious fanatics. To us their antics and impotent fulminations are amusing, 
and we contemplate them with complacency. The poison which these poor 
people try to spatter over our Institution, carries its antidote with it, anil we 
prefer to let them ride their hobby to their hearts’ content. 


John W. Simons, 1 

John L. Lewis, Committee. 

M. Pinner. ) 


Respectfully submitted, 

A. T. C. PIERSON. 
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